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Extra-Abdominal Intestinal Surgery, and the Use op 
Animal Membranes as Splices or Grafts. Experiments 
Upon Animals. By Waldo Brigqs, M. D., Professor of 
Surgery Beaumont Medical College, Consulting Surgeon to 
the City and Female Hospitals, etc., St. Louis, Mo. 

So much has heen written on the technique of abdominal 
surgery, and such great strides have been made in the im- 
provement of methods in this branch of the science since the 
publication of Senn's most valuable experiments, that it seems 
almost presumptuous for me to set up a claim to the dis- 
covery of an entirely new method and system in the surgery 
of intestinal wounds and disorders. On the other hand, the 
results of my experiments on a large number of animals have 
been so uniformly good, and, indeed, in many respects, re- 
markable, that I should be derelict to my art and myself did 
I not embrace the earliest practical opportunity of laying them 
before the profession. This I shall do in the present article as 
briefly and plainly as possible, confining myself to the details 
of the process, and leaving for a future study the explanation 
of some of the phenomena which are presented in the course 
of reparation and the nature and cause of which are now a 
subject of investigation with my friend Dr. Frank L. James 
and myself. 

Despite the great advances which have hitherto been made 

9 
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in gastro-intestinal surgery, the mortality in operations upon 
the intestines is still very great, and the dangers to be encoun- 
tered, among which we may mention peritonitis from faecal 
extravasation through insecurity of sutures, excessive inflam- 
mation and consequent sloughing, etc., are many and most 
serious. 

By the methods now universally in use in laparotomies, 
the intestines, after the operation, are restored at once to the 
abdominal cavity, and placed out of sight of the operator, 
who, knowing the dangers referred to, can only await the out- 
come in anxiety, and in hope or fear as the case may be. 

Believing that some of these dangers, at least, could be 
avoided if a method could be devised by which the intestine 
could safely be maintained outside the abdominal cavity, where 
it could be examined at will by the surgeon, until the process 
of reparation was sufficiently advanced to justify him in re- 
turning it to the cavity, I undertook a series of experiments 
upon dogs, which proved that not only was this feasible, but 
that, under the precautions and circumstances about to be de- 
tailed, Nature assists the reparative process, and that in a 
marvelously short space of time union between the wounded 
parts (the severed ends of an intestine from which a portion 
has been excised, for example) is so complete as to obviate »11 
danger of relaxing sutures, f£ecal extravasation, etc. Not only 
is this the case, but inflammation is reduced to a minimum 
and peristaltic action in the intestine apparently completely 
suppressed. 

The features of my method by which these effects are pro- 
duced, and which differ from all others hitherto suggested, 

are : 

1°. The maintainance of the wounded intestine outside 

the abdominal cavity during the preliminary stages of repara- 
tion. 

2°. The use of an animal membrane as a covering of the 
wounded portion of intestine and the sutures. 

An opportunity of testing the method upon the human 
subject not having offered itself since my experiments with 
lower animals reached the stage of absolute certainty and con- 
viction of success, I will describe the operation as performed 
upon dogs a large number of times, and of late with unvary- 
ing success, the only mortality which occurred having been 
confined to the earlier stages of my work. 



i 
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The precautions usually observed in similar laparotomies 
are followed in preparing the animal for the operation. The 
hair is shaved off the abdomen, the surrounding surface is 
washed, first with carbolic or campho-phenique soap, and, after 
drying, with pure campho-phenique. Of course, the instru- 
ments and all material used in and around the operation are 
carefully asepticized, etc. The subject is placed in a trough, 
bound as usual in such cases, and thoroughly anaesthetized. 
The incision is made in the linea alba, or at a point on the sur- 
face nearest to part upon which it is desired to operate. 

After entering the cavity, a loop of the intestine embracing 
the portion to be operated upon is drawn up through the open- 
ing. If enterectomy is to be performed, compression is made 
on each side of, and at least one and a-half inches from the 
proposed line of incision, by rubber bands or by clamps or 
forceps whose blades are covered with soft rubber tubing. 
The section is then made either diagonally or straight through 
to the mesentery. The abdominal wound, intestine and sur- 
rounding parts are carefully and thoroughly cleansed with 
warm water, and the severed ends of the intestine are brought 
together preferably by the loop or button-hole suture, as in 
Lembert's method (Fig. 1), though, owing to the protective 




Fig. 1.— Showing Method of Sature. 

and cohesive action of the membrane, any suture that will co- 
apt the edges may be used. 

The membrane, which may be taken from any of the serous 
surfaces of a recently slaughtered animal (bullock, sheep and 
hog membranes having been used by me, and each giving 
good results), is now taken from the four per cent, solution of 
carbolic acid in which it has been resting and applied to the 
intestine so as to cover the sutured ends and stitched to the 
mesentery by a few light sutures, either continuous or inter- 
rupted, of the finest cat-gut. 

In my earlier operations and experiments, in searching for 
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the best manner to maintain the loop of gut in the wound, I 
used rubber bands stretched across the latter from lip to lip, 
and held in place by pins. This arrangement enabled the 
wound in the abdominal parietes to adapt itself to the breath- 
ing of the animal, and kept the intestine gently but firmly 
held within the same. At that stage of my work, I also used 
thin india-rubber gau^e to protect the intestine until I was 
ready to return the latter to the abdominal cavity. When, 
however, as the result of a happy suggestion, an asepticized 
animal membrane was substituted for the india-rubber, I 
found that the tendency of the substitute to adhere quickly 
and closely to any freshly wounded, abraded or serous surface 
with which it came in contact, produced adhesions with the 
edges of the incision which were difficult to break up without 
causing considerable haemorrhage. I therefore devised the 
apparatus or ring shown at Fig. 2, the object of which is to 




Fia. 2.^1, Rini? seen from above, a a' fenestrations for passage of pins; 2, Cross 
section ; 8, Longitudinal section of same. One-half to one-third natural size. 

protect the lips of the incision through the abdominal pari- 
etes, and to give support to the pins which separate the loop 
of intestine and keep the same in place. This ring, shown in 
perspective, plan and section in Fig. 5, is oval in shape, 3" in 
its longer and 1".5 in its shorter diameter. The one I am now 
using is made of block tin, but I think a lighter one of hard 
rubber would be better. 

The membrane having been applied and lightly stitched to 
the mesentery, the abdominal ring is now applied, being 
slipped over the loop of intestine and fitted into the wound in 
the parietes. Two long steel pins, A and B, are now passed 
through the skin, slit in ring, membrane and mesentery, on 
one side and out in reverse order, on the other^ as shown in 
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Fig. 3. Pins and D are then passed, in a similar manner, 
through the side of abdominal wound, ring, serous coat of 



lo. 3.— Shoving Ring !n pl&ce. and t)ie loop of laleallne hgld in poalUoD b; plni. 
Tbe meientsrT li not shoirn. In older lo allow courae of plDi lo b« imd. U, 
membraae, Bhoirn In section only. «. ibe dotted Hue. marklog loweiedBeior 



urfaca ot a1 

lower ends of loop of intestine, above and below, and out in 
reverse order, as in A and B. 



Fio. *.— The rtng. Inieatine, etc. • 

Ing rsmoTed to show antura. , _.. 

method of paaalng plui A and B. R, ilng. S, surface of abdomen. 

A batting of absorbent cotton, the smooth surface of which 
is well covered with pure glycerin, is now placed fglycerinated 
side downward) over the exposed gut, and the whole covered 
with a dry layer of absorbent cotton sufficiently large to com- 
pletely [protect the wounded surfaces. Bandages are unneces- 
sary. 

When, in the course of three or four hours, the cotton 
covering is removed, a remarkable transformation will be 
found to have occurred. The membrane, which when applied 
to the intestine fitted loosely and irregularly, will be found 
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lying smoothly and tautly stretched over the surface with 
which it has been placed in contact, and so closely and firmly 
united thereto at every point so as to form practically a part 
of the intestinal walls. Its physical appearance seems also 
to have undergone a change; from the flabby/' dead "look 
which it had when first applied, it has assumed a 'living" 
appearance, and its edges, above and below (at line m. Fig. 
3), have smoothly beveled themselves, so that, except for the 
difierence in color, it would be almost impossible to discover 
the line of juncture. Even now, only four hours after the 
operation, the gut may be dropped back into the abdominal 
cavity with full assurance that there will be no giving way of 
stitches, and no separation of the joint or splice made at the 
line of juncture of the severed ends of the gut. 

It is better, however, to wait two or even four hours longer 
before withdrawing the pins, removing the ring and letting 
the intestine fall back into the cavity, and closing the incision 
in the abdominal parietes. 

In none of the experimental operations that I have made 
since adopting the use of the animal membrane has the tem- 
perature of the subject at any time gone beyond 101** F, 

From the moment that the loop of gut is fixed in the ex- 
ternal wound, peristaltic action seems to cease and is not re- 
sumed until the gut is dropped back to place. In no instance 
has a subject had an action from the bowels while the gut was 
in the position named, and in every instance^ as soon as the 
gut was dropped back and the external wound closed, the ani- 
mal had a copious evacuation. 
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Fig. 5.~Showing method of closiDg incised wound in intestine and applying the 
membrane. The artist has shown far too many stitches in the latter, as one or 
two yery light tacks to serous coat of gut on each side are all sufficient. 

The extra-abdominal method, as I call this for lack of a 
better term, seems to me to be applicable in all laparotomies 
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for wounds, injuries or diseases of the intestinal tract, except, 
of course, in those cases of multiple perforations caused by 
gun-shot or other agencies, where the wounds are found at 
widely separated points. In these, after application of the 
membrane, the intestine should be dropped back into the 
cavity at once. 

It also seems to me that the use of the animal membrane, 
as described, has a wide range of application in surgery. 
Among the more prominent operations wherein I believe it 
will be found extremely valuable, I may mention its applica- 
tion to the pedicle after ovariotomy, whereby the danger of 
adhesions will be very much lessened, or entirely obviated. 
It may also be used as an application to the stump after am- 
putations of the uterus, to surfaces denuded of skin by burns 
or other injuries. 

Dr. F. L. James, a number of years ago, called my attention 
to the uses made of animal membranes by hunters and trap- 
pers in their rude surgery in cases of emergency, and also as 
coverings for surface wounds of all descriptions. Recently, 
in investigating the matter afresh, 1 found that butchers and 
men employed about slaughter houses are nearly all aware of 
the great value of animal membranes in the direction men- 
tioned, and are in the habit of applying them to cuts and 
fresh wounds of every description. 

To sum up, in conclusion, the remarkable features of the 
operation as developed in the course of my experiments, I 
will note : 

1°. The great rapidity and firmness with which the mem- 
brane adheres to the intestinal surface. 

2°. The absence of any notable degree of shock produced 
by keeping the intestine outside the abdominal cavity during 
the healing process. 

3°. The very short time required for repair to the intes- 
tine to progress sufficiently to warrant the restoration of the 
latter to the abdominal cavity, viz. : five or six hours, as a 
mean. This is just about the time, too, when the inflamma- 
tory process for healing the abdominal incision is commencing 
to set up. 

4^. The absence of peristalsis during the period that the 
loop of intestine is kept outside the abdominal cavity. 
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Recent Developments in Massaqe — Historical, Physiolog- 
ical, Medical and Surgical. By Douglas Graham, 
M. D.; Boston, Mass. 

historical. 

Oar English cousins have shown much more zeal in ap- 
propriating our own researches into the history of massage 
than they have of industry in ransacking even their own lit- 
erature for information on this subject. Though the two fol- 
lowing historical items can hardly be considered as recent ad- 
vances in the use of massage yet they have hitherto remained 
hidden from the view of those who have been so zealous in 
enlightening others on this- subject. Mary, Queen of Scots 
was stricken down, Oct. 17th, 1566, with a malignant intermit- 
tent typhus fever caused by fatigue and annoyance at the con- 
duct of her wretched husband. She was very ill and sank 
rapidly. Convinced that her last hour had come she calmly 
prepared for death. She forgave all who had in any way of- 
fended her and craved pardon of all whom she had in the 
slightest aggrieved. Soon she became cold and rigid, her 
form straightened out, her pulse and respiration were no 
longer perceptible. All despaired of her save her physician. 
News, who hoping against hope, continued to use violent fric- 
tions and at length succeeded in restoring her to life. This 
was the crisis of her fever and she then began rapidly to im- 
prove. But her death meantime had been reported in Edin- 
burgh.^ 

Clement the Vlllth, one of the greatest Popes that the 
Church ever had, was a great sufferer from gout in his hands 
and feet. His friend. Saint Philip Neri, was very fond of 
him and visited him as often as he could, but was frequently 
prevented from doing so by sickness. About Easter, 1595, 
the Pope had an unusually severe attack and was ordered by 
his physician to keep his bed. Philip hearing of this had a 
great desire to relieve him, and he first prayed for the Pope 
with great fervor and then went to visit him. When he came 
into the room Pope Clement was in so much pain that he 
could not bear any one to touch the bed he lay upon and 
he begged Philip not to come near him, but Philip 
moved gently towards him and Clement again entreated 

1 Life of Mary Queen of Scots, by Donald MacLeod. 
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that no one should touch him. With a smile of affection- 
ate sympathy, Philip replied: **I am not sorry for the 
gout, Holy Father, for that compels you to rest; but I am 
very sorry for the pain you suffer. Your Holiness need not 
fear, let me do as I please," and without another word he 
seized a suffering hand and pressed it closely and with great 
affection. The pain immediately disappeared and Clement 
cried out: "Go on touching me, Father, it gives me the 
greatest relief." The Pope was thus healed, so it is said, and 
spoke of it as a miracle to the Cardinals for examining Bish- 
ops and often adduced it as proof of Philip's, sanctity. From 
that time forward and even after Philip's death, whenever 
the Pope was suffering from gout he commended himself to 
Philip and the pain was at once relieved.* 

It was probably rheumatic gout that the Pope suffered 
from. Looking at his case as it is reported, what seems re- 
markable to us is, that one so delicate as Saint Philip, should 
apparently exert such power of relief as we are led to suppose 
that he did. Either the Pope did not commend himself to 
his Heavenly Father for relief, or if he did, evidently it had 
less effect than oommmending himself to Saint Philip. Still 
more remarkable is it that the Pope's faith in Saint Philip 
was sufficient to relieve him after the death of the Saint sur- 
passes all the mind cures and faith cures of the present day, 
for they require a living and active agent through which to 
act on their patients or dupes. 

MASSAGE IN FRACTURES. 

Some time ago I published statistics of 700 cases of sprains 
to show that they got well in one third of the time under mas- 
sage that they do without, and with less tendency to subse- 
quent pain, weakness and stiffness than when massage has 
not been employed.^ Further proof of this need not be called 
for here. But sprains are sometimes complicated with frac- 
tures near and into joints, and of late years massage and move- 
ments have been used in these cases with advantage over the 
ordinary methods.' In intra-and para-articular fractures the 
French surgeons, MM. Championniere, Tripier and Rafin 
have found that immobilization is accompanied with danger, 

2 Life of Saint Philip Neri, Vol II. 

3 A Practical Treatise oa Massage. By Douglas Graham, M. D. 



18 Original Contributions. [jJ^^Yi 

whereas massage acts well from the first and can be used with 
other means. The dangers of immobilization are stiffness of 
the joints and atrophy of the muscles ; and the ansemia of the 
muscles (iscbsemia) caused by fixed dressings may be mistaken 
for neuritis. It has been demonstrated by Kraske that the ap- 
plication of a rubber bandage to the leg of a rabbit for six 
hours has produced vitreous degeneration of the muscles from 
which they cannot recover. Th^e a<lvantages of massage are 
that it promotes absorption of effused products, prevents 
stiffness of the joints and atrophy of the muscles and favors 
repair. It should be done once or twice daily in these cases. 
M. Championniere found that massage relieved pain, as most 
observers do who know how to employ it, but M. Bafin states 
that its application was painful. The manner of employing 
it would probably account for the difference. This is not 
stated. In my Treatise on Massage I have given full direc- 
tions how painful, swollen and tender tissues can be gradu- 
ally approached by working first on the adjacent healthy 
parts. Good recoveries were obtained by both MM. Cham- 
pionniere and Rafin. Those cases in which there was no dis- 
placement did well under massage and passive motion with- 
out immobilization. Those in which there was no displace- 
ment of the fracture had massage at first to hasten absorp- 
tion, then a retentive dressing for the shortest time possible 
to make sure that the displacement would not return, and af- 
ter this massage and passive motion for the restoration of mo- 
bility. As soon as consolidation had taken place it was 
found that motion was free and easy. Of cases reported by 
Rafin, recovery took place in three of fracture of the fibula in 
13, 22 and 13 days respectively, in two of the radius, in 19 and 
20 days respectively ; in a double fracture of the ulna in 27 
days; in a fracture of the external condyle of the humerus 
extending into the joint in a child, in 9 days; in a case of 
fracture of both malleoli in a child in 15 days ; in a case of 
fracture of both malleoli with subluxation of the foot outwards 
and backwards in an adult, in 40 days. In a case like the 
last few men would have either the hardihood or the patience 
to use massage until union had taken place. 

In an article in L^ Union Medicate of Feb., 1889, on frac- 
ture of the fibula treated by massage and mobilization, M. 
Marev^ry summarizes his experience in saying that almost all 
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of his patients treated in this way recovered the use of their 
limbs in less than 19 days after the injury. This treatment 
he finds can be used only for certain fractures, such as those 
of the inferior extremity of the radius and of the lower end 
of the fibula. He also made use of cold applications and the 
rubber bandage as well as massage from the first and passive 
motion was given to the joints early. 

In transverse fracture of the patella even when good union 
has been obtained either by immobilization or by suturing of 
the fragments, or by fixation of them with Malgaignes' hooks, 
the resulting stifihess of the knee joint, atrophy of the quad- 
riceps extensor muscles and impaired motion may cast a 
shadow of gloom over the most careful treatment or the most 
skillful operation. But the lesson taught by cases in which 
the fragments have remained widely separated and yet ac- 
companied by good motion has not passed unheeded. Prof. 
Tilanus of Amsterdam treats cases of fracture of the patella 
without immobilization, using instead compression, massage, 
and early movements of the joint, leaving consolidation to 
take care of itself, for union is by no means certain under the 
best of care. In this manner the effusion is quickly dis- 
pelled, atrophy and stiflFness prevented. His patients were en- 
couraged to walk after the first week. Of six cases itfkt Prof. 
Tilanus treated in this way, the patients could walk very well 
in fourteen days, according to his own statement. Bafin 
treated one case in this manner and the patient could walk per- 
fectly in 42 days, experiencing only slight difficulty in de- 
scending stairs. The seat of the fracture could then be felt 
with difficulty, being marked only by a slight depression of 
the skin, and the leg could be fiexed within two fingers 
breadth of the thigh. 

Dr. Wagner, a regimental surgeon of the Austrian army 
states that he has obtained astonishingly good results in five 
cases of fracture of the patella which he treated with mas- 
sage, passive and active movements, but without even the ap- 
plication of a bandage. His method is somewhat as fol- 
lows : The patient is put to bed and the aflTected limb stretched 
on a simple inclined plane or on an adjustable wooden splint 
so that the heel is elevated. In the first three or four days an 
icebag is placed upon the swollen and painful knee. As 
early as the fourth day massage may be begun not only over 
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the entire extent of the quadriceps extensor muscles, but also 
over a large portion of the knee joint. This is done daily 
and soon followed by passive movements. As soon as possi- 
ble without causing great pain, the patient himself begins to 
move the joint and after the lapse of 14 to 20 days may at- 
tempt to walk on crutches, and in six weeks is usually able to 
walk without support. Should the fragments be widely sep- 
arated Wagner recommends subcutaneous suture, but even 
here massage and gymnastics cannot be begun too- early. In 
fine, by means of massage and movements the indications in 
every case are largely met, and these are the removal of the 
effusion so as to allow the fragments to come closer together, 
the favoring of repair, the prevention of atrophy of the quad- 
riceps extensor and the shrivelling of the capsule, and the 
restoration of motion. It is needless to state that these man- 
ipulations should be undertaken only by some one having suf- 
ficient anatomical and surgical knowledge. 

It is worthy of notice that the principal muscles of the 
quadriceps extensor that effect extension of the leg are the 
vastus internus and the vastus externus. The insertion of 
these on the lateral aspects of the patella extends much lower 
than is generally supposed and affords leverage to extend the 
leg when a fragment of the patella is detached above their in- 
sertion. Rupture of the rectus femoris alone has little or no 
influence in hindering walking. Dr. Kummer, of Geneva, 
and Dr. Kauf matin, of Zurich, have each performed total ex- 
tirpation of the patella for disease of that bone without im- 
pairing the patient's gait or interfering much with the move- 
ments of the knee joint when the latter was healthy. Slightly 
weakened power of extension of the leg was the only feature 
noticeable on close examination. 

After union of any solution of continuity, whether of bone, 
muscle or nerve, massage and movements are in order and 
even while repair is going on the mobility of joints may be 
still better secured by altering the position of them at each 
dressing. 

RELAXATION OF LIGAMENTS 

Is often erroneously diagnosticated after the improvement of 
a joint from the acute symptoms of disease or injury. It is 
much more frequently the case tliat tlie muscles moving it 
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are atrophied and relaxed in consequence of the necessitated 
disuse which thus allows too great traction upon its liga- 
ments. Massage, carefully regulated movements and fara- 
dization will restore the nutrition and tone of such muscles, 
and if the disturbance of the joint has disappeared^ the limb 
can thus be got well. In three oases of this kind I had the 
pleasure of training the affected muscles as mentioned so that 
from being totally unable to extend the affected leg at all, in 
a few weeks they could hold it fully and voluntarily extended 
for 7, 9, and 10 minutes respectively. The first of these was 
a stout elderly lady who still had the remains of an old syn- 
ovitis when she began this treatment under which she fully 
recovered. The second was a gentleman of 63 years who 
had developed a rheumatoid arthritis of his left knee in con- 
sequence of an injury, and though the peri-articular thick- 
ening disappeared and the quadriceps extensor muscles im- 
proved so that he could hold the leg extended for 9 minutes, 
yet grating of the articular surfaces remained and locomotion 
was much impaired. The third was a long-levered, awkward 
woman who had for many years suffered from relaxation of 
the quadriceps extensor to such an extent that it allowed the 
patella to slip externally without the power of voluntary or 
involuntary replacement, causing her many bad falls. When 
she had gained strength sufficient to hold the leg extended 
for 10 minutes she had correspondingly good use of the limb, 
but for security I still made her wear a few turns of roller 
bandage to keep the patella in situ. Let any of our readers 
take his watch and try to hold his leg and thigh fully ex- 
tended without support for one or two minutes and he will ap- 
preciate what was accomplished in these cases. 

MASSAGE OF THE ABDOMEN FOR INDIGESTION, CHRONIC 

TYPHLITIS AMD PERI-TYPHLITIS. 

In dilatation of the stomach and chronic dyspepsia massage 
has proved of benefit, the distressing symptoms disappearing 
and the patient gaining fiesh and strength. It should be ap- 
plied as mugh as possible over the stomach working from the 
left side upwards and inwards under the false ribs so as to 
empty the stomach of its contents whilst stimulating the con- 
tractility of its muscular walls. The effect of gravity causes 
the food to lodge in the most dependent portion, in the greater 
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curvature, and it needs to be pushed along towards the pylorus 
at the same time that its peristaltic action is being increased. 
The whole abdomen should be mass^ed at the same sitting, as 
the bowels are usually sluggish also in these cases. Rubens 
Hirschberg of Odessa reports many cases of this kind which 
he relieved or cured by means of massage, and lays special 
stress on the fact that massage has an ultimate chemical in- 
fluence in causing the disappearance of sour^ burning eructa- 
tions, foul breath and bad taste in the mouth, as well as of 
sensations of weight and fulness, which would indicate an im- 
proved state of the gastric juice and better contractions of the 
stomach. I have witnessed the same result in several cases 
under my care. Hirschberg invariably found in these cases 
what I have not, that massage of the abdomen for thirty min- 
utes had a decidedly diuretic effect, the daily quantity of urine 
in some being increased to three times the usual quantity 
without any other inconvenience save that of frequent micturi- 
tion. When massage was discontinued the urine fell to its 
former quantity. The increase of urine probably depends 
upon more active absorption of fluids from the digestive tract, 
increased blood pressure and stimulation of the splanchnic 
and pneumogastric nerves below the diaphragm caused by 
massage. Contraindications to the use of massage over the 
stomach or bowels would be symptoms of cancer or ulcer, 
acute or febrile states and a suspicion of a tendency to hsemor- 
rhage. If cicatricial contraction of the pyloric orifice existed, 
massage might increase the dilatation, for the walls of the 
stomach would in all probability yield more readily than the 
cicatrix. 

Salol serves a useful purpose in showing us when the con- 
tents of the stomach pass into the small intestine. Insoluble 
in the gastric juice it is decomposed into its two constituents, 
salicylic acid and carbolic acid, in the small intestine where it 
is subjected to the action of the pancreatic juice, which renders 
it soluble and easy of absorption. Soon after absorption into 
the circulation it passes through the kidneys into the urine as 
salicyluric and sulpho-carbolic acid, its presence being shown 
by the production of a red, violet precipitate when the urine 
after acidulation with hydrochloric acid and shaking with 
ether is tested with a solution of perchloride of iron. Profes- 
sor E wald tied the pylorus of a number of dogs, then gave them 
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large quantities of salol without obtaining the reaction of this 
in the urine. Dr. Sahli found that acute catarrhal conditions 
as well as chronic dilatation of the stomach delayed the de- 
composition and absorption of salol. The experiments of 
Prof. Ewald and Dr. Eccles agree in that they found in most 
cases under natural conditions without massage that salol 
could be detected in the urine in forty-iSve minutes after its 
administration; but after massage upon the abdomen for fifteen 
minutes the reaction of salol was obtained in thirty minutes. 
In two obstinate cases the addition of general massage had 
a more favorable effect in hastening the absorption of salol 
than did massage of tbe abdomen alone. After the adminis- 
tration of one gramme of salol to people suffering from chronic 
dyspepsia, Hirschberg, Brunner and Huber found that it re- 
quired from two hours to two hours and a half before the re- 
action of salol could be detected in tbe urine. But after a 
walk of fifteen minutes or gymnastic exercises for ten minutes 
the reaction was obtained in one hour and five minutes. Simi- 
lar results were obtained from faradization, but massage proved 
more efficacious than any other means. Hopadze has made 
a series of observations showing that massage of the abdomen 
for ten minutes lessens the sojourn of the food in the stomach 
from fifteen to seventy-five minutes. He also made other 
observations upon healthy people proving that the nitrogenous 
metamorphosis in four persons to whom he gave daily mas- 
sage for twenty-five minutes invariably increased and lasted 
for seven days after a week of massage. The assimilation of 
the nitrogenous substances of the food increased in all the 
cases and lasted during the week after massage. All four per- 
sons gained in weight during the week following the week of 
massage ; but dudng the week of massage one gained in 
weight, two lost and one was unchanged. The results obtained 
by Zabludowski were similar. 

By means of massage it would seem to be possible to push 
the contents of the small intestine in either direction. In order 
to obtain a mixture of the pancreatic juice, the bile and the 
8UCCU8 entericua Dr. Boas of Berlin rubbed the abdomen from 
the region of the right hypochondrium towards the median 
line after the stomach digestion had ceased a^d that organ 
was empty. This procedure gradually relaxed the pyloric 
sphincter and after a time the intestinal juices entered the 
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stomach in considerable amount. These were then withdrawn 
by the stomach pump. The amount of secretion thus obtained 
in twenty cases was on an average 40 to 50 cc (10 to 12i 
drachms) for each. 

After a gunshot wound Alexis St. Martin had a permanent 
opening into his stomach which was stopped by a valve of 
mucous membrane^ This could be pushed back and the interior 
of the stomach seen. The experiments of Bernard on dogs 
gave similar results to those of Dr. Beaumont on the inner 
coat of the stomach of St. Martin. While moderate stimulation 
of the stomach caused secretion, great irritation had an oppo- 
site effect. When the mucous membrane was gently stroked 
with a glass rod the natural pale pink color became rosy red 
and secreted juice abundantly, but when violently rubbed the 
color disappeared and became pale, the secretion of gastric 
juice stopped, that of mucus increased, sickness and vomiting 
followed. The primary dilatation of the vessels seemed to be 
replaced by contraction, the opposite of what usually occurs 
from massage out of the stomach. 

By a series of elaborate and careful observations in healthy 
people Dr. Symons Eccles of London found that 30 minutes 
of massage on the abdomen lessened the temperature on the 
surface of the body and increased that in the rectum ; but gen- 
eral muscle kneading omitting the abdomen had just the op- 
posite effect causing the axillary and surface temperature to 
rise while that in the rectum fell. 

The prolonged application of massage upon the abdomen 
usually retards the action of the heart, probably by its reflex 
influence on the vagus nerve and the withdrawal of a large 
quantity of blood into the abdominal vessels from other organs. 
General muscle kneading as studied by Eccles caused a vari- 
ation of the pulse rate from a diminution in most cases to an 
increase of twenty beats a minute. But whether the pulse 
was accelerated or retarded there was always found an increase 
of blood-pressure even when the skin was red and warm and 
the vessels dilated, due, it seemed to be, to increase in the 
force of the heart's action. Stroking or effleurage alone gen- 
erally increases the pulse rate. 

Dr. P. 0. G^lovetzky has made a series of experiments on 
man and dogs to elucidate the influence of abdominal massage 
on the circulation and respiration. The upper half of the body 
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markedly increased in weight after the stance as shown by 
Mo6so's balance. Bat he has neglected to tell us how the 
horizontal position alone affects the upper half of the body 
without any massage. Plethysmographic measurements 
showed that daring the massage both the upper and lower 
limbs increased in volume to return to their usual si2e after 
the massage. The upper extremities showed more often a (fon- 
secutiveincreMe in bulk while the lower ones were found not in- 
frequently to be decreased in volume. The blood-tension and 
intra-cranial pressure invariably rose during the manipulation 
and lasted for a certain period after the sitting. The pulse at 
first became more rapid and smietller, but towards the end of 
the stance it was found to be slow and full. Respiration al- 
ways became more energetic. In artificial asphyxia in ani- 
mals the cardiac action was benefitted. 

In chronic typhlitis Andperi'typhlitisDr. Hiinerfauth of Hom- 
burg has found massage of great value. The cause of typhlitis 
is often mechanical, the stercoraceous mass remaining too 
long in the ccecum on account of relaxation of its muscular 
coat, change of its position and chronic catarrh, against all 
of which massage proves a valuable preventive as well as cur- 
ative measure. This treatment can have nothing to do with 
acute cases, or those of abscess or burrowing of pus. But for 
the removal of chronic thickening and adhesions affecting the 
ccBCum and vermiform appendix or their surroundings in the 
peritoneum and areolar tissue, the residue of typhlitis and 
peri-typhlitis,massage has been in the hands of Hiinerfauth the 
most effectual agent. His fifty-three cases treated in this way 
support him in the assertion that permanent improvement or 
recovery in severe cases of this sort can be obtained only by 
means of massage. He applied this to the abdomen for fifteen 
to twenty minutes twice daily; and mild cases required six to 
eight weeks of treatment, while severe cases required from 
three to four months. With it the diet was regulated and in 
some cases the mineral waters of Homburg were also used. 
Massage has to be proceeded with in the most careful manner 
^ in these cases ; sometimes only gentle, firm pressure can be 

used at first ; but after a brief period of this, tenderness disap- 
pears, dejections improve and tympanitis decreases ; and then 
firm, deep kneading can be employed to act upon indurated 
connective tissue and adhesions. Analogous conditions are 
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found connected with the uterus where massage has proved of 
the utmost benefit after the failure of other means. With the 
removal of a long-continued tympanitic condition the disturb- 
ances dependent upon it cease, and the patient becomes cheer- 
ful, sleeps better, breathes easier, and the heart when dis- 
turbed resumes its natural action. Exercise must be indulged 
in with great caution, and dancing, swimming and mountain 
climbing must not be attempted for a long time after apparent 
recoyery, for the right ileo-ccecal region in the majority of 
cases is apt to remain a locus minoria resistentiss. 

But while medical or surgical knowledge is necessary for 
the employment of massage in these cases, the method advo- 
cated by Dr. Sahli of Bern for the relief of habitual constipa- 
tion does not require either. He advises his patients to roll 
a five pound cannon-ball on the abdomen for five or ten min- 
utes every morning before rising. In this way he has cured 
nearly all his cases of torpid bowels without any medicine. 
When universal peace comes the orator can then speak not 
only of turning swords into plough-shares, but also of cannon- 
balls into aperients, and peace will then have its victories no 
less renowned than war. 

(Concladed in next number.) 



Observations on Railroad Travel. By Daniel M. Blount, 
M. D., St. Louis. 

Having recently traveled something over twenty thousand 
miles on the cars, my attention has been called to some of 
the peculiar e£fects of railroad travel. My observations have 
led me to believe that the beneficial effects of a trip on the 
cars lie not so much in the change of scene, the alteration in 
surroundings with its consequent effect upon the mind, 
although this is an influence not to be despised, as in the 
continuous passive exercise to which every particle of the 
body is subjected. Passive exercise has not received the 
appreciation at the hands of the profession that is justly its 
due. As an agent for the promotion of the health and spirits 
it is second to no other at our command. Its value is 
inversely in proportion to the strength of the party subjected 
to its influence. By it the same effects are secured for the 
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weakly that are normally obtained by the healthy as the 
result of a proper use of their physical powers. There is the 
stimulating effect of the increased consumption of oxygen ; 
the purifying of all the nutritive fluids by the more rapid 
and complete chemical changes resulting from increased 
tissue metamorphosis, with facilitation in removal of the 
spent products of nutrition due to their more perfect chem- 
ical reduction. Railroad travel by its constant jarring is 
continually subjecting the subject to a series of mechanical 
impacts. No particle of the nutritive fluids is allowed to 
tarry long in any one place in the system, but is compelled to 
move on by an external applied force. The transit of all 
particles of the body is toward the emunctories. A quiescent 
body does not waste ; an active body consumes itself. Hun- 
ger is a common thing on a journey. There being a demand 
in the body for nutritive material digestion is improved. 
Excretion being more rapid and perfect the power of assimi- 
lation is increased. Imperfectly organized or weak tissues 
are readily oxydized to be as readily replaced by firmer and 
more perfect organization. The flesh is perceptibly hard- 
ened, the man feels ^'braced up;" while he used to sleep 
long hours and awake unrefreshed, now he sleeps shorter 
hours and arises from his couch with a sense of buoyant vig- 
orous life. 

Voluntary exercise requires the expenditure of a certain 
amount of nervous force. Passive exercise accomplishes for 
the tissues the same destructive and constructive changes 
without effort on the part of the subject and hence without 
the expenditure of nervous energy. 

The tissue of the nerves and of their central ganglia is no 
less certainly rejuvenated than is the muscular system by the 
material reconstruction which results from passive exercise. 
The organization being more perfect it accomplishes more 
work and with less friction than was possible in its former 
weakened condition. Muscular force can only be generated 
by the exercise of muscle. This is plain. No one would 
expect great muscular force from small weak muscles. It is 
equally true that nervous force can only be generated by the 
exercise of nerve organs, and therefore a strong nervous sys- 
tem is essential for the manifestation of great nervous energy. 
The nervous system is as essentially a physical organization 
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as is the muscular. The physical nervous system is nour- 
ished, strengthened, or becomes exhausted the same as the 
muscular. It is more incessantly used than are the muscles 
and like them is frequently exhausted from ovej work, then 
without being allowed to recuperate it is goaded on until 
greater and still greater effort is required to do its work and 
finally there is a nervous break-down. 

In voluntary muscular effort there is expenditure of 
nervous force, weakened subjects can take but a limited 
amount of active exercise because of this fact. They com- 
plain that their muscles are weak. Well, so they are, but 
most frequently it is the physical nervous system, upon 
whose integrity the muscular system depends, that has been 
over-taxed and which needs to be recuperated. Passive 
exercise is the best remedy I know of to recuperate the 
exhausted physical nervous organization because it is the 
only remedy which will cause tissue metamorphosis without 
first addressing itself to the already over-irritable nervous 
system. 

Extensive railroad travel, by which I mean traveling for 
a period of one or two months, with only such periods of 
rest as may be actually necessary, will be found one of the 
most effectual and pleasant means of applying this remedy. 
The travel should by preference be in a sleeping car, as the 
necessary conveniences are greater. The patient will soon 
learn to ''sleep like a baby" while the train is in motion. 
Many nervous persons can not sleep well the first night on 
the cars but by the second night the novelty of their position 
will be found to have much abated, and as they get more 
accustomed to travel they will find that they sleep better and 
awake more refreshed. During the day and while sitting up 
the passenger will resist by voluntary muscular effort the 
swaying motion of the coach. All the muscles of the body 
will be found to be called into play at various times and thus 
no inconsiderable amount of voluntary exercise will be in- 
dulged in. At night, with sleep, there would be a general 
relaxation of the muscular system. The passenger will give 
himself up without resistance to the mechanical influences to 
which he is subjected, and it is then that the great work of 
reconstructing the shattered physical nervous system goes on 
in its greatest perfection. The swayiyjg motion of the coach 
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is not so perceptible; owing to the position of the body^ and 
the resistance instinctively offered is proportionately les- 
«ened. The vibratory effects of motion are much more per- 
ceptible and the traveler by altering his position in the berth 
may feel its decided action upon the internal organs, for 
instance, by lying on the back, with all the muscles relaxed, 
one may occasionally feel the stomach and entire abdominal 
and pelvic contents subjected to such a churning as can be 
noticed in no other position. An occasional intermission of 
travel of say two days and one night once or perhaps twice a 
week will be found to facilitate the recovery of health. The 
patient should always give the preference in traveling to the 
night. Always travelling two nights and one day in prefer- 
ence to two days and one night. 

It is a good rule to wear very loose clothing while travel- 
ling for health. This is especially applicable to ladies who 
should if possible avoid the use of corsets and therefore of 
heavy skirts which hang from the waist. Always divest 
yourself of all superfluous clothing when sleeping on the 
oars and never be guilty of retiring without removing the 
shoes. Never enter your berth with an empty stomach. 
Invariably eat a light meal or drink a glass of milk a short 
time previous to retiring. The system will need this extra 
nourishment before morning, and an empty stomach is fre- 
-quently the cause of nausea among lady travelers. A little 
hailed ice or occasionally a cup of hot tea will relieve this 
unpleasant sensation. Always sleep with the head toward 
the engine (instruct the porter of your wishes in this respect 
before he makes your berth or you will find that he intends 
you to ride feet forward) and if the weather is warni have the 
screen put in the window at your feet. This will give perfect 
ventilation without risk from draughts, which are always to 
be avoided. 

In order to set forth more clearly the advantages of night 
travel, when there is the least amount of active exercise on 
the part of the subject and he is subjected to the greatest 
amount of passive exercise I append the following contrast 
between the two : Active exercise embraces all the motions 
of the body that are made by voluntary effort ; passive exer- 
cise embraces all the movements to which the body, either in 
whole or in part, may be subjected by external applied force. 
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Both active and passive exercise, properly used, give strength 
and activity. In active exercise there is an expenditure of 
force ; in passive exercise energy is received. Active exer- 
cise is always attended by fatigue in proportion to its intensity 
or duration ; passive exercise removes fatigue and the un- 
pleasant effects of exertion. Active exercise may be taken 
without the aid of an assistant ; passive exercise requires the 
cooperation of an external agent. Active exercise causes 
nervous irritation ; passive exercise calms nervous action. 
Active exercise will keep any one awake ; passive exercise 
not infrequently causes its recipient to fall into profound and 
refreshing slumber while being subjected to its beneficial 
operation. Active exercise increases the heart beat; passive 
exercise will diminish arterial excitement. Active exercise 
stimulates the brain and spinal cord; passive exercise 
relieves the nervous centres of an over-supply of blood. 
Active exercise can be indulged in with benefit by those only 
who possess a considerable degree of strength ; passive exer- 
cise is received by the most weakly with benefit proportioned 
to their lack of strength, hence, active exercise benefits the 
strong, while passive exercise is an invaluable blessing to the 
weak. 

These examples of the different effects of active and pas- 
sive exercise might be multiplied frequently, but sufficient 
has been said to show the marked difference in their effects, 
and it is for the discriminating physician to decide which are 
the phenomena to be elicited for the cure of any individual 
disease or vital weakness. The passive exercise in railroad 
travel is general ; the entire system is subjected to its 
influence, so that it is to be advised with discretion and with 
a due understanding of the difference between it and the 
effects of localized passive exercise as demonstrated by 

massage. 

•  

Clinical Heports. 

A Case Illustrating the Difficulty in Diagnosis between 
Congenital Syphilis and Early Lepr98Y. By Beaven 
Rake, M. D. (Lond.), Medical Superintendent of the 
Trinidad Leper Asylum. 

Israel B , aged 8, was transferred from the Tacarigua 

Orphanage to the Leper Asylum on May 31, 1889. I had 
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previously examined him and felt sure that he was suffering 
from very early leprosy. 

The following notes were made shortly after his ad- 
mission : 

Face earthy looking. Numerous slightly raised tubercles 
on cheeks, upper and lower lips and chin. One above gla- 
bella. Tubercles not copper-colored. 

Three small tubercles on back of neck. Numerous sim- 
ilar small tubercles on extremities^ also scaly patches. No 
ansesthesia except on some of these patches on the upper 
extremity. Toes rather swollen. Femoral glands slightly 
enlarged. 

Patient looks very sallow and confesses to having been a 
dirt eater. The tubercles are said to have come out less than 
a month ago. 

June 14. He was ordered single doses of santonin and 
castor oil, five grains of grey powder three times a day, and 
and for external use a liniment of equal parts of creolin and 
lime-water. 

June 19. Has been vomiting. Tubercles on face look 
smaller; also tdches on legs. It was noticed to-day that the 
teeth looked suspicious, being slightly notched. 

June 24. Gums a little sore. Loss of appetite. Tuber- 
cles have diminished on face and legs. Grey powder to be 
stopped. 

July 3. No tubercles to be seen on face. Swelling of 
legs less and laches desquamating. Ansesthesia less. Repeat 
grey powder. 

July 7. Only took the grey powder for three days as it 
produced vomiting. Now very pale. Tongue white. All 
tubercles gone. Pale shining scaly patches on extremities. 
Sites of former tubercles can be seen on fingers. Ordered 
wine Sij and two eggs. 

July 22. Large ulcer on right side* of mouth. Ordered 
chlorate of potash and glycerin to wash out the mouth. 

Aug. 7. No trace of tubercles. Tslches on legs desqua- 
mating. No ansesthesia. Has begun rubbing in the mercury 
ointment. 

Aug. 16. Skin loose and flabby ; earthy looking. Eats 
hardly anything. 

Aug. 19. Was found to be eating plaster from the walls 
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of Ward 3, so he was transferred to the iDfirmary, where the 
walls are painted. He is already looking better. On the 
scaly patches there is no anaesthesia. The mercury stains 
the skin very dark, bringing out the pale tdches. 

Sept. 4. Much better. Face filled out, stouter. A little 
thickening still on some fingers. Tllches disappearing. Is 
only having frictions. 

Sept. 9. Fever. 

Sept. 16. Fever gone but face looks unnaturally swollen. 

Oct. 2. Much stouter. Face filled out. Legs scaly. 

Nov. 29. Face swollen again. Several flesh tubercles 
have come out on chin and cheeks. Was put on chaul- 
moogra internally and externally. 

This case illustrates well the difficulty which sometimes 
arises in diagnosis. When I first saw the patient before his 
admission I had no doubt of the nature of the disease. The 
rapid disappearance of the tubercles under mercury, how- 
ever, made me waver, especially when taken with the sus- 
picious appearance of the teeth. I may state here that the 
child was only twelve days old when admitted into the 
Orphanage, so that no family history could be obtained. 

Radcliffe Crocker, writing on this subject (Diseases of the 
Skin, p. 476), says: *' Leprous tubercles have their special 
seat of predilection; those of syphilis are indiscriminate 
and may come where leprous tubercles never or rarely 
appear. Moreover, the tubercles of syphilis are not grouped, 
have a characteristically depressed centre after a time, and 
run a more acute course, whether they become absorbed or 
break down." 

Though the tubercles in this case were in the ordinary 
sites of leprosy tubercles, the steady improvement of the 
patient led me to hope I had been mistaken in my original 
diagnosis, and I had even begun to think of sending the boy 
back to the Orphanage when an outbreak of fever occurred 
on Sept. 9, followed by swelling of the face, and about two 
"months later by a fresh crop of tubercles. 

This course of events is unfortunately too characteristic to 
leave any further doubt, and the patient is now under chaul- 
moogra treatment. 
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TRAPPED. 

In the Weekly Medical Review for June 7 there appears an 
article entitled '^ Eczema — an Experimental Study of Its 
Treatment — The Microorganism of Eczema Rubrum — Nomen- 
clature — Cases," in which its author, W. P. Wilkins, A. M., 
M. D., of Kansas City, undertakes to show that he has 
.discovered the micro-organic cause of eczema to be a fresh- 
water sponge. He claims to have inoculated a dog with the 
^' exudate " from a patient suffering with eczema, to have 
produced the disease in the canine and to have obtained an 
exudate teeming with the '^ microorganism " aforesaid. So 
certain is the doctor in his premises that he concludes his 
article in the Review with these words : 

'' I am satisfied that eczema rubrum is caused by a micro- 
organism known to science as sponggia^ or if not the organism 
resembles the sponggise. Therefore I would affix the word to 
eczema and make a complete word viz : Eczema Sponggois. 
* I boil out by (the aid of) sponges,' Thus combining the 
effect and cause in a single expression." 

It strikes us very forcibly that the Doctor has ** boiled out 
by the aid of sponges " most beautifully. In fact the publi- 
cation of this paper, in its present form, furnishes the climax 
to a little plot that has been ripening for some months. 

Dr. Wilkins formerly honored the St, Louis Medical and 
Surgical Journal with his contributions to medical and 
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surgical science, a number of which appeared during the 
years of '88 and '89, and all of them smacking more or less of 
the marvelous — the ligature of separated vertebrae, wonderful 
cases of skin grafting, etc., for instance. Finally, shortly 
after the publication on our part, in November, 1888, of a 
description of how the late lamented Henry Mills, of Buf- 
falo, had traced an epidemic of skin disease, somewhere in 
Indiana, to the mechanical irritation produced by spicules 
of Spongilla plumosa (S. gracilis Leidii) we received a com- 
munication from the doctor claiming to have found an organ- 
ism, of which he sent us drawings, in a case of eczema which 
came to him for treatment. We engraved the figures and in 
answer to his request for identification stated that the draw- 
ings resembled somewhat the spicules of Halichondria, a 
silicious sponge — but not, of course, committing ourselves to 
the idea that the organisms were such spicules. We referred 
the doctor to the article on Mills' discovery at the same time. 

About this time we received information from Dr. Wil- 
kins' home (then the town of Ottawa, Kas.), which led us to 
believe that the doctor was *' working" the Journal in the 
interest of Dr. Wilkins, rather than of truth and scientific 
accuracy. Events at his home — a difierence of opinion 
between the doctor and the State's Attorney as to the con- 
struction of the laws of Kansas regulating the sale of liquor 
by druggists (of which, in the language of Mr. Weller, he 
was then one), caused a temporary suspension of his '^ experi- 
ments "and a retirement of three months from his accus- 
tomed haunts. With the expiration of this retirement, 
however, the doctor shook the dust of Kansas from his feet, 
and coming to free Missouri, promptly renewed his corre 
spondence with us and informed us among other things of 
his experiment on the dog^ so graphically related in his paper 
in the Review, viz. : the inoculation of the animal with the 
exudate from a patient sufiering with eczema, and the repro- 
duction of the disease with all the attendant phenomena of 
**spong5fia" (superfluous *g' and all). 

This was too much for even our good nature and gulli- 
bility to stand. The idea of inoculating under the skin of a 
dog, and there reproducing, the splinters or fragments from 
the flinty skeleton of a dead '^ aggregation of protozoic units " 
(as somebody defines spongilla) involved a stretch of the 
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imagination to which the yarn about Cadmus, who raised a 
crop of men from sowing a handful of dragons' teeth, was 
not a marker. 

Circumstances — we need not state them in detail, caused 
us, however, to desire to see the Doctor's whole hand, and to 
get him to play it out, but not in the Journal. We begged 
him for a mount of the '' exudate " for microscopical exami- 
nation, and after some time we obtained what he was pleased 
to so designate. It was accompanied by the following note: 

'^ I have another patient with eczema from whom I got a 
specimen of the exudate and hasten to mail it to you for 
inspection. This is a recent case and I can't make out any 
of the lateral spicules — perhaps you can. Or it may be that 
after attaining full growth these would have appeared as 
those I figured out last spring." 

The '* specimen " was taken out of the post-office by the 
writer hereof, in person, in the presence of a gentleman who 
will identify the same, should it become necessary, and was 
found to consist of a slip of inferior window-glass with sharp 
edges, in the center of which was a minute stain, about a 
quarter of an inch in diameter, entirely unprotected by a 
cover glass and innocent of mounting fluid of any descrip- 
tion — thus giving positive proof of the crudeness of Dr. Wil- 
kins' methods of investigation. Knowing, of course, that 
such an examination could reveal nothing of value, we 
nevertheless put it under a good half-inch, and afterwards 
under a one-quarter, with the result of seeing — nothing. We 
then marked the slip with a diamond pencil, and again in the 
presence of a witness cleared the spot on it with oil of cloves, 
added a drop of dammar and applied a cover-glass. The 
quarter-inch objective was again focused on the '' exudate" 
and this time resolved its micro-organisms. 

They were not spongillae, nor spicules thereof, nor yet 
'^ sponggia," nor '^ organisms resembling the sponggise," but 
were a remarkably healthy-looking aggregation of human 
spermatozoids I 

In order to do full justice, and almost in the belief — cer- 
tainly in the hope, that Dr. Wilkins had sent the wrong slip 
by mistake, we wrote him such a letter as would most cer- 
tainly have elicited that fact had it existed. We wrote him 
then, and several times afterward, inquiring whether he 
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had obtained the specimen with his own hands from the patient 
or whether he had trusted to the latter to furnish it. He 
finally wrote us categorically ^'I procured all specimens 
myself." 

He finally sent us his article, as it appears in the Review, 
but with the facts above related in our possession we advised 
him to seek another medium of publication. Of course, we 
did not mean to put up a job on our esteemed co temporary, 
the Review. We were laying for — quite another party. 

EDITORIAL NOTES. 

The American Medical Association at its late meeting 
had a few convulsions, which to the looker-on certainly par- 
took a great deal of the amusing, if they were not instructive. 
One of the causes of trouble was the Journal. Some of the 
members did not think that it was properly conducted, and 
one gentleman went so far as to intimate that a ring existed^ 
which included Chicago and Detroit, and that the aforesaid 
Journal was manipulated in the interests of some gentlemen 
located in those cities. That gentle and peaceful harmony 
which should prevail was rudely shaken. In regard to the 
Journal, the location of the office should be central, and the 
only centrally located city that would fill the bill is St. Louis. 
It would be most satisfactory as there certainly are no physi- 
cians here who would care to obtain its influence to further 
their own interests (?). 

The Association of American Medical Colleges or rather 
of gentlemen chosen to represent these colleges, met in Nash- 
ville during the meeting of the American Medical Associa- 
tion, but did not arrive at any definite conclusion. While a 
majority were in favor of a three-year term of six months each 
year, so many had not been authorized to take any definite 
action that the matter was postponed. The meeting adopted 
a resolution that all colleges should be prepared at the next 
meeting to state definitely whether they would adopt the 
three-year course or not, beginning with the session of 1892- 
93. This will give all ample time to digest the matter thor- 
oughly, and it is expected that this time they will all stick to 
their agreement, and not do as some did on a former occasion 
of the kind. A trial of the plan is certainly advisable as, t^e 
best means of determining its value and efficacy. 
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inicroscopH* 

Technique of the Examination of the White Blood 
Corpuscle. — The growing importance of the revelations of 
the microscopic examination of the blood in the study of the 
etiology of many obscure diseases and conditions of the sys- 
tem, as well as the newly aroused interest in the functions of 
the leucocyte as revealed by Ranvier's recent discoveries con- 
cerning its connection with klasmatocytes (see St. Louis 
Medical and Surgical Joubnal, May, 1880), is my excuse, 
were any needed, for continuing the technique of the study of 
the blood. In our last, we gave the general technique of 
blood examinations. In the present, we will take up the 
special technique of the examination of the white corpuscle. 
To understand the rationale of the processes, let us briefly 
glance at the histology of the body. 

When viewed in the serum of the blood these seem to be 
semi-opaque bodies very similar to the red corpuscle, but of 
somewhat larger size, and devoid of coloration. If a drop of 
distilled water, or better still, a drop of water lightly acidu- 
lated with acetic acid, be added to the blood, a remarkable 
change takes place in their appearance. The protoplasm 
swells and becomes transparent, and we see that, the body 
consists of a nuclear structure surrounded by an apparently 
homogenous liquid substance in which swim or move innu* 
merable granulations of two kinds — one, much the more 
numerous, pale and lustreless, the other sharply defined and 
having a brilliant center. When quite fresh and treated with 
osmic acid, as detailed in our last, the latter seem to have a 
pronounced yellow color. 

Ehilich has shown that the different kinds of granulationa 
behave differently to reagents, the one taking up the basic 
anilin colors only, such as gentian violet, dahlia, etc., while 
the other takes up the acid colors only (eosin, etc.). Ehrlich 
also found some very minute granulations, which were indif- 
ferent to all staining matters tried by him. Further investi- 
gations have shown thai the relative numbers of these 
granulations and their general behavior varies according to 
conditions of the blood, or ** system," and on this fact a very 
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large number of interesting studies have been made. The 
subject is far too voluminous to consider here. 

The labors of Flemming, Arnold, Balbiani^ Leydig, and 
perhaps others, have demonstrated that the nuclei of various 
histological elements of the vertebrates, and especially in 
those of the leucocytes, are complex structures built upon the 
same scheme or model, if I may use the term, of the nuclei 
of certain vegetable structures studied by Strasburger, Van 
Beneden and Guiguard, and of the same portions of the cells 
of invertebrata studied by Carney, Balbiani and Leydig. 
Without going further into the histology of the subject, we 
may sum up by saying that these nuclei, so long believed to 
consist of a simple homogeneous substance, colorable by cer- 
tain reagents, are now known and demonstrated to be formed 
of a filament, folded on itself a great number of times ^ or of 
several filaments forming a network with regular meshes and 
often of elegant pattern. This filament is sensitive to various 
coloring reagents (hence its name chromatin), and consists of 
cylindrical sections separated from each other by a semi- 
liquid substance, the whole being surrounded by an envelop- 
ing film of marvelous tenuity. Within this netwqirk itself, 
there is a nuclear juice, or possibly a solid body, of inde- 
terminate structure, non-colorable, and holding nucleoles, 
consisting of a liquid substance surrounded by an enveloping 
membrane. 

The most recent, and certainly the most effective of the 
technical processes for the study of these complex structures, 
is probably that of Prof. Mayet of the Faculty of Medicine of 
Lyons, as given by him in a paper read before the Medical 
Society of that city, and published in the Lyon Medicale a 
short time ago. 

As in the older technique, the peculiar properties of acetic 
acid in rendering the protoplasm transparent are utilized, but 
with new and valuable modifications. Mayet noticed that 
the action of the reagent was pronounced in direct proportion 
to the degree of concentration in which it was used, the pro- 
toplasm disappearing completely when employed in sufficient 
strength and quantity, and time enough given. The acid is 
in fact a true decorticator or isolator of the nucleus. Although 
not essential to our present study, it is worth while to men- 
tion here the action of the concentrated acid on the red cor- 
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puscle also. The coloring matter dissolves in the reagent 
and very soon the hsBmoglobin in solution decomposes, 
throwing down minute granules of haematin, which may 
slightly interfere whith a perfect view of the decorticated 
nuclei of the leucocytes when the observation of these struct- 
ures is postponed too long. Hence, it is best to make the 
examination as quickly as possible after adding the reagent. 
To effect rapid and complete isolation of the nuclei, it is 
necessary to use pure crystallizable glacial acetic acid, in about 
three or four times the volume of the blood under examina- 
tion. By lessening the strength or amount of the reagent, the 
process is retarded at will. The nucleus as well as the 
nucleole seems to be absolutely insoluble in the medium. 
The filament of nucleus, however, becomes dark and opaque, 
thus preventing examination of the interior structure thereof. 
The nucleole becomes very sharply defined. In the spheri- 
cal nucleus there is but a single nucleole, but in those nuclei 
which have a furroughed or bourgeoned appearance, the 
nucleoles are multiple, and correspond to each bud or bour- 
geon. Ranvier has enumerated no less than seventeen differ- 
ent forms of nuclei in the human leucocyte. We must reserve 
his work in this direction for another time. 

American Society of Microscopists. — We learn from 
private letters from those in a position to know that never 
before in the history of the society have there been so many 
indications of a large and successful meeting as are furnished 
by the approaching one. The number of titles of papers 
handed in is already in excess of that of any previous year, 
and some of them of remarkable interest. The Detroit 
people are working enthusiastically in the cause, and promise 
that all who come to the meeting shall be more than satisfied 
with their reception and entertainment. The great manufac- 
turing chemical and pharmaceutical establishments of Parke, 
Davis & Co., Frederik Stearns & Co., and others are deeply 
interested in the practical use of the microscope and have in 
their employ many men who use the instrument daily, and 
hourly, and if for this rea&on alone will enter most heartily 
into the entertainment of the association. But those who 
have enjoyed their hospitality on similar occasions (as at the 
1888 meeting of the American Pharmaceutical Association) 
know that these gentlemen do not stop to consider their own 
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interests and individual profits in such matters, and are 
generous and hospitable from unselfish motives, and their 
hospitality is as grand as their enterprise. F. L. J. 



Dermatology anb <5enito«Urtnar9 Diseases. 

Treatment of Local Syphilitic Lesions. — Hallopeau 
states (Journal des Maladies Cutaniea et Syphilitiques) that 
energetic measures are indicated in certain syphilides of the 
mucous membranes^ and that caustic agents are the best for 
this. He goes on to state that the acid nitrate of mercury is 
a truly heroic measure causing intense pain, and on this ac- 
count it is not much employed. Cocaine, however, reduces 
this to such a degree that it becomes insignificant. Corrosive 
sublimate in powder is a good means, but must be closely 
watched on account of the inflammatory complications which 
it may provoke. Permanent applications of solutions of 
bichloride varying in strength from 1 in 3000 to 1 in 5000 are 
of the greatest use in ulcerative syphilides. The dressing is 
applied by saturating cotton with the solution, applying to 
the surface and covering with rubber tissue. I have employed 
a similar dressing with success. The method adopted by me 
is to apply gauze saturated with a 1 in 1000 solution of 
bichloride, and cover this with rubber tissue. For certain 
syphilides of the mucous membranes fuming nitric acid will 
be found of the highest value. It is painful but for a few 
seconds, and acts admirably. 

Unusual Modes of Syphilitic Infection. — Dr. R. W. 
Taylor contributes some very interesting cases illustrative of 
this subject, to the Journal of Cutaneous and Genito-Urinary 
Diseases, Among the most interesting is that wherein syph- 
ilitic infection occurred by means of chewing-gum. The case 
is certainly an unique one, and should serve as a warning 
against indulging in the disgusting habit certain individuals 
have of chewing each other's gum. Dr. Taylor has made a 
mistake, however, when he states that the infection by means 
of the fingers has not been heretofore mentioned. The mode 
is simply this : A man fondles a woman's genitals either 
through fear of contracting a venereal trouble or for some 
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other reason. His finger becomes soiled and he transfers the 
fiecretion to himself, and becomes infected. This method was 
so well known that the earlier French writers on the subject 
•called the lesion le chancre des notaires. Lawyers and their 
•clerks would call on their mistresses in the morning, and not 
haying time to indulge in sexual intercourse^ fondled them. 
Afterwards the inoculation was accomplished, generally be- 
hind the right ear, through a habit of scratching this locality, 
which the legal gentlemen had. 

Preliminary Treatment of Lupus.-f-Mr. H. 6. Brooke 
suggests a preliminary treatment in lupus vulgaris whiclf he 
states (British Journal of Dermatology) Considerably reduces 
the field in which operation is necessary; involves no pain, 
and requires, in most cases no suspension of work or of ordi- 
nary habits. The formula for the combination he uses is as 
follows, this being the limit as to streng th : [ 

flfc Hydrargyri oleatis (2J %-6%) gj c.^ ^^^z. 

Acidi Salicylici gr. 10-15. ^ 

Ichthyolis.. . , m. xv. 

01. LavandulsB 

vel. 01. Citronellse q. s. 

\ In every case it is better to begin with the lower doses 
and the skin must not be broken by the application. If it be- 
comes sore and threatens to break the ointment must be di- 
luted with pure lard. The ointment should be rubbed in ten 
minutes in the morning and twenty in the evening, and kept 
on during the intervening time. The effects are claimed to 
be most excellent. In some few cases the ointment above 
has been curative but it produces its best effects in those in 
whom no previous surgical interference has been made. . Its 
action upon deeply embedded nodules, lying among the 
fibrous meshes of old sores is not so marked, although it pre- 
vents or retards further growth.J . 

Papilloma of Petroleum Refiners. — The various affections 
of the skin which are caused by different occupations form the 
basis for much interesting study of a most useful character 
and adds an important mass of evidence to the etiology of cu- 
taneous lesions. L^on Derville and Dermaprez have studied 
the papillomata observed in petroleum refiners (Annales de 
Dermatologie et de Syphiligraphie) in an exhaustive paper. 
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They divide the causes of skin lesions into two classes. 1*^. 
The irritating action of the residual elements of the petro-^ 
leum long since known as acrid stimulants employed not only 
as curative agents in scabies but as stimulants for ulcers and 
gangrenous foci. A question which ensues is as to whether the 
caustic soda is not largely responsible as it easily penetrates 
the skin more especially when aided by the scratching which 
is always excited by the intense and rebellious pruritis which 
is present. 2^. The petroleum ulcer while somewhat analo- 
gous to the chimney-sweep's cancer on account of the three 
well-known conditions observed in the latter and occurring in 
the former, viz : repeated traumatisms, irritating substances, 
and elevated temperature, diflTers in one important feature — 
infection of the lymphatic glands is not observed in petroleum 
ulcer. The prophylactic measures to beemployed are protec-^ 
tion and scrupulous cleanliness; while cauterizations with 
sulphuric acid have proven the best curative measures to 
adopt. 

Erythema Multiforme in Abdominal Typhus. — Some 
attention has latterly been devoted to the various exanthema- 
ta appearing in the course of typhus and typhoid fever, ex- 
clusive of the petechiae and other well-known eruptions direct- 
ly dependent upon the typhic poison. In typhoid fever, a 
number of different forms of cutaneous disturbances have been 
observed such as urticaria, erythema simplex, scarlatiniform 
erythema, etc. The literature of the subject, however, ia 
meagre. In a late number of the Archiv , fuer Dermatologie und 
Syphilis^ Dr. S. Laufe reports a case of typhus abdominalis, 
having much of the nature of renal typhus, in which erythema 
multiforme developed. The necropsy placed the diagnosis 
beyond a doubt. A question which arises in the author's 
mind is as to whether the eruption was due to the typhus in- 
fection or to cocci. While it is known that typhus infection, 
syphilitic infection, etc., will produce simple erythema 
(roseola) the fact that streptococci will produce erythema 
multiforme, coupled with the circumstance in the present case 
that metastastic abscesses occurred in the kidneys and skin, in- 
duce the author to the opinion that the eruption was of cocco- 
genie origin. 

Oleum Chaenoceti. — This oil is one derived from a whalfr 
— Balsena rostrata — and refined for medicinal purposes. Dr.. 
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Gustav Guldberg speaks highly of it in the Monatahefte fuer 
Praktische Dermatologie. He states that it is an oil whose specifio 
gravity is lower than of any other animal oil, that it flows 
easily and that it possesses marked penetrative properties. It 
follows from this that it is indicated in those cases in which it 
is desirable to rapidly render the skin fatty, flexible and ex- 
tensible. It is also indicated in those cases in which it is de- 
sired to promote a rapid absorption of medicaments. The 
combination of this oil with chloroform is said to surpass every 
other combination of that anesthetic with oils. A mixture of 
equal parts is said to penetrate the skin rapidly and to act 
upon the nerve terminations very efficiently, thus oflTering a 
good application in all forms of pruritus, neuralgia^ etc. A 
good ointment basis may be made as follows : 

9 Olei Ohanoceti 8 

Cerse Albse 2 

M. 

The oil is forty per cent, cheaper than olive oil and is su- 
perior to many more expensive oils. At present the refined 
oil is]| only procurable in Christiania. « The crude oil should 
not be employed as its smell is abominable. 0>D. 



Diseases of ttje €ae anb €ar. 

Lead Deposits in Cornea Must be Removed. — Dr. Cox 
of Moberly brought a patient to see me this morning, who has 
had sore eyes for a long time and for months past has been 
suflering more or less pain in the right eye. This at times 
would become intense and last for several days continuously. 
There is constant photophobia and great lachrymation. The 
right eye is blind and vision in left eye hardly sufficient to 
enable the patient to get about alone. The examination shows 
that he has had granulated lids, but the granulations have ab- 
sorbed, leaving the lids considerably contracted. Both cornese 
are thinly covered with pannus. In the lower, central part 
of the right cornea is a large dense opacity with a peculiarly 
milk-white surface, not covered with normal epithelium. This 
dense opacity completely blinds the eye and renders it ex- 
tremely irritable, the other eye sympathizing largely in the 
irritability. The peculiarly white surface of the opacity makes 
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the diagnoBifi of lead deposit very easy and that prevents 
cicatrization. This accounts for the extreme irritability and 
the more or less continuous and, at times, excessive pains in 
and around the eye. The history shows that a quack had 
used a solution of sugar of lead while a fresh ulcer was pres- 
ent, resulting in lead precipitation. 

Treatment — Lead deposits in the cornea must be removed. 
This is easiest and best done by scratching the half-dead 
white tissue, saturated with lead, completely ofi with a suita- 
ble instrument. In this case I used the point of a knife and 
scratched back and forth till all the whitened tissue came 
away. The half-dead tissue easily separated from the healthy 
corneal substance below, leaving the bottom an open depres- 
sion, thus made transparent — black. This is proof that the 
lead deposit has all been removed. In this case more than 
half of the thickness of the cornea was scratched away. It is 
important to scratch the edges of the lead deposit away as per- 
fectly as possible. The scratching caused considerable bleed- 
ing. Now there is an open sore or ulcer, which nature must 
heal. There being nothing to prevent it, the healing process 
will go on rapidly under the usual treatment with atropine 
and in the course of a few days the eyes will cease to be pain- 
ful. Then the pannus will need the usual treatment. In such 
cases the removal of the lead deposit is an absolute necessity. 
Without that it is impossible to stop the pain, relieve the ir- 
ritability and cure the pannus. 

Tobacco and 'Whiskey Amblyopia. — The long-continued 
use of either tobacco or whiskey so saturates the system with 
poisonous materials as to blunt the parts concerned in the 
act of vision, so that they fail to perform their proper func- 
tions. The result is that vision fails in proportion to the 
obtunding of the seeing parts of the eye. Light in such 
cases ceases to excite the normal stimulation ; consequently, 
all objects appear to be enveloped in a more or less dense fog 
or mist. It is a functional failure to see because the seeing 
parts, blunted by nicotine or alcohol, or both, fail to receive 
sufficient stimulation to complete the act of vision. It is 
strange that nicotine and alcohol, when used to excess sepa- 
rately, should produce exactly the same blunted condition of 
the visual organs. When used jointly of course the result is 
the same. Each one must be used excessively for a long time 
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before the vision begins to fail. Then the failure is always 
quite gradual — never sudden. In such cases no organic dis- 
ease of the interior of the eyes can be discovered. That is 
as it should be since the trouble is essentially functional. 
Occasionally the optic nerves look a little redder than nor- 
mal ; then again a little whiter than they should be. 

A case I examined last week forcibly reminded me of the 
deleterious effects of tobacco and whiskey on the vision. 

A gentleman, about 60 years old, in perfect health, and 
had been so all his life, stated that he could barely see to 
get about ; could not read nor write, and could not find any 
glasses that would improve his vision to any extent. He 
was naturally anxious to know what was the matter. His 
vision began to fail several months ago and gradually got 
worse. The past six weeks he has been unable to read or 
write. 

The examination revealed nothing abnormal either out- 
side or inside of the eyes. Possibly the optic nerves were a 
little redder than normal, still that may be natural with him. 
His only complaint was : "I cannot see. What is the mat- 
ter with my eyes ? " I told him that there was nothing in or 
about the eyes that would account for the dimness of vision, 
and asked him about his habits. He answered about in 
these words: " My habits are regular. I eat and sleep reg- 
ularly. I smoke the best cigars from the time I get up till 
I go to bed, except when I am eating. My smoking costs me 
much more than my eating. During the day I light a fresh 
cigar with the stump of the old one. I smoke about fifteen 
cigars every day, and I have been doing this for more than 
thirty years I I drink from three to four good horns of the 
best whiskey every day and have been doing so for many 
years.'' *' Hold up ; that is enough ! " said I. *' You have 
tobacco and whiskey amblyopia. These are the cause of 
your dimness of vision. The tobacco is the chief cause but 
the whiskey no doubt has something to do in making you 
nearly blind. Your body is saturated with nicotine and 
alcohol. These have so blunted your visual organs that they 
fail to do their work. It is a functional failure. There is no 
organic disease. You have got to give up your tobacco and 
whiskey entirely and your eyes will slowly come to and your 
vision will get good again. I advise you to quit gradually so 
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it will not make you sick, but in the course of ten days to 
two weeks you must have both stopped. If you get too 
nervous, particularly at night, you had better take for 4ei iew 
nights some nervine, as hydro-chloral, or some similar 
remedy." 

*' J will follow directions,^^ said the resolute man, "and 
will see you later." 

I like to hear a man with such confirmed habits talk this 
way instead of the sickly whining we usually hear in such 
cases. This man will give up his habits and his lost vision 
will gradually return to him. Fortunately he has not lost 
any of his naturally strong will power. 

Hysterical Blepharo-Spasm. — While I have seen and 
read of many cases of hysterical blindness in both male and 
female, the second case I ever saw of hysterical blepharo- 
spasm I examined a few days ago. Dr. Mayfield kindly 
referred a lady, sdt, about 40,from the interior of Missouri, to 
me for examination. Her friends led her into the office and 
seated her in the chair. Her head was down, seemingly 
afraid of the light, and apparently she could not raise and 
hold it up. Both eyes were tightly closed and she declared 
she could not open them, and felt sure it would kill her, if 
they were forced open. She had been in this fix, very 
deplorable in the estimatioji of her friends, for many long 
weeks. She stated that while standing before the glass 
** something seemed to come over her, and since then she 
had not been able to see." She had no idea what had hap- 
pened, but she*' knew she felt very curious." Once pre- 
viously she had a similar attack, but it soon passed off*. 

After considerable coaxing and against her protestations, 
although she said she was very anxious to get well, I suc- 
ceeded in forcing first one and then the other eye open. I 
found that both eyes were perfectly bright and clear and not 
a particle of inflammation or irritation was anywhere to be 
seen. I had already suspected hysteria; now I was con- 
vinced that the whole trouble was purely hysterical. Inti- 
mating that I knew exactly what she needed and that she 
would soon be all right, I dropped cocaine solution into both 
eyes and waited for developments. In a few moments she 
said she felt *' funny." I told her to hold up her head and 
open her eyes. These at once stretched wide open ; looking 
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aroand at her friends, who stood in wonderment, at me and 
•at objects in the room, she said: ^^I feel right foolish." I 
thought she looked exactly that way but did not say so. I 
then tested her vision and found that each eye could see per- 
fectly. Now I was fully convinced that hysterical blepharo- 
spasm was the correct diagaosis. While talking to her she 
she would often '^ heave a deep sigh " and seem to gasp for 
breath, as if something was about to shut off her wind. She 
finally concluded that she had been ** touched by Divine 
power," but the only power that had touched her was cocaine 
solution and her imagination. Next day her eyes were wide 
open and they have not ** gone shut " on her — now about ten 
days. 

Several years ago I witnessed an exactly similar case in 
the practice of Dr. E. Williams, of Cincinnati, in the person 
of a young woman about 20 years old. She was led into the 
ofSce with head down and both eyes firmly closed. She had 
been in this helpless condition for months and her friends 
were greatly alarmed about her. The doctor managed to get 
:glimpses of her eyes and found them normal in every respect ; 
suspecting the nature of her trouble, he told her with a con- 
siderable show of wisdom and knowledge in substance about 
this: *^I know exactly what you need. You will be all 
Tight in a little or no time." He turned and got a pair of 
perfectly plain glasses and put them on her. At once her 
head raised and her eyes came wide open. Whenever the 
glasses were removed her head would drop and her eyes 
firmly dose. This experiment was repeated several times 
with the same results. Finally the doctor ordered her to get 
and wear constantly a pair of plain glasses and told her that 
was all she needed. She did so and that was the end of her 
trouble. That was the first case of hysterical blepharoi 
spasm I ever saw. How wonderful are all the various mani- 
festations of pure hysteria! In all such cases a certan- 
amount of deception is absolutely necessary and richly 
justifiable. A. D. Williams, M. D. 



The Grand River Medical Society held its fifteenth an- 
nual session at Chillicothe, Mo., on June 12 and 13 last. The 
meeting was successful in every respect and the future prom- 
ises still more. 
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€xcerpts from Hussian, poUslj anb ^tnntstj 3^^^^^l5* 

Nettle in Asthma. — Dr. V. SzyszUo (pron. Shishlo ; a 
Polish name), of Warsaw, emphatically recommends (Oazeta 
Lekarakay No. 16, 1890, p. 324) dried leaves of the ordinary 
nettle {Urtica urens) as an excellent remedy for asthma^ as 
well as coughs of any kind. Eight grains of the leaves should 
be burnt, and their fumes inhaled, at bedtime every day. The 
author adduces several cases (one of which refers to himself)* 
where the inhalations rapidly brought a striking relief, after 
all ordinary antasthmatic means had utterly failed. 

Foreign Body in the Vagina. — In the Dnevnih Kazan}- 
kaho Obshtchestva Vratchei, No. 1, 1890, p. 15, Professor Niko- 
lai A. Tolmatcheflf, of Kazan, records the following curious 
case : A soldier's wife, aged 22, sought admission to a local 
hospital on account of abdominal pain, sensation of incessant 
pressure about the rectum, shooting pains about the anal re- 
gion, and offensive mucous discharge from the vagina. On 
vaginal examination, there was discovered a small-sized wine- 
glass tightly jammed in an oblique position between the pubes 
and sacrum, its bottom touching both the uterine cervix and 
rectum. The foreign body was extracted with some diflSculty, 
after which all the symptoms quickly vanished. The patient 
explained that the glass had been introduced, ten days previ- 
ously, by ** a gentleman who had invited her as a guest and 
made her drink vodka (aqua vitse) from the self-same glasfi 
until she had lost consciousness.'' 

Ventrofixation for Prolapse of the Womb. — In the Fin- 
nish monthly Finska Ldkaresdllskapets HandlingaVy March,. 
1890j p. 172, Professor Otto Engstrom, of Helsingfors, relates 
a case of uterine prolapse successfully treated by an intra- 
abdominal method. The case refers to a coachman's wife, 
aged 52, who had been suffering from the uterine displace- 
ment with a total inversion of the vagina for several years. 
In 1885, to correct the position of the organs, the author had 
performed amputation of the cervix, anterior colporrhaphy 
and Hegar's colpo-perineorrhaphy. Shortly afterwards, the 
patient had happened to lift some heavy object during a fire, 
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with the result that her whole womb had again extruded from 
the genital slit. When seen in July, 1889, the woman was suf- 
fering greatly from pain, the uterus (though easily reducible)^ 
coming down upon the slightest movement. On Aug. 3, ab- 
dominal section was performed and the womb brought into its 
proper position and stitched to the anterior abdominal wall 
with silk and chromicised catgut sutures. The former were 
passed through the uterine ends of the round ligaments, ad- 
jacent segments of the womb and ultimately through the ab- 
dominal wall in 2 centim. from the wound, while the catgut 
sutures were employed for similarly fixing the antero-lateral 
surfaces of the organ. After tying the sutures, the abdominal 
wound was closed in the ordinary way and the vagina plugged 
up with iodoform gauze. With the exception of slight fever 
for the first few days, the after-course was most satisfactory, 
the patient being allowed to get up on the 17th day. No re- 
lapse had yet occurred up to date (6 months later), and that 
in spite of the patient continuing her usual heavy work. Not- 
withstanding the happy results, Dr. Engstrom is far from be- 
coming a very ardent advocate of the operation. *' Ventro- 
fixation/' he says,*' represents a surgical procedure associated 
with great dangers ; hence, it should be resorted to solely in 
extreme cases, and even then only with great caution." 

Ligature of the Thyroid Arteries in Goitre. — In the 
Polish monthly Nowiny Lekarskie, No. 2, 1890, p. 61, Dr. 
Rosciszewski, of Professor Rydygier's Clinic, in Cracow, Aus- 
trian Poland, describes 19 cases of goitre (17 of struma paren- 
chymatosa, 2 of s. parenchymatosa-vascularis) treated by 
tying the thyroid arteries. In 18 cases, all the four vessels 
were ligatured, in 1 only on one side. The wounds were al- 
ways closed with stitches immediately after the operation, 
and speedily healed per primam under an antiseptic dressing. 
One of the patients subsequently died from a consecutive 
pneumonia. In every one of the cases, the operation was fol- 
lowed by an immediate disappearance of all symptoms caused 
by goitre (such as suffocation, hoarseness, etc.). In all, the 
goitre decreased from 1 to 9, on an average 4, centimetres 
within 4 weeks after the operation, the involution proceeding 
further more slowly, but steadily. In 9 cases, the diminution 
subsequently ceased in consequence of the goitre containing 
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a cyst. The latter was either extirpated or emptied by means 
of a Pravaz syringe. According to the author, the ligature is 
indicated mainly in cases of a general or diffuse parenchym- 
atous goitre of moderate size, but is contraindicated in malig- 
nant disease of the thyroid gland, as well as in cystic goitre. 

Asphyxia from Round Worms. — ^Dr. Nikolai A. Parfia- 
novitch, of Kaluga, (^Proceedings of the Kaluga Medical Society 
for 1889, 1890, p. 14), narrates the following instructive case, 
which may be placed side by side with those recently pub- 
lished by Dr. Beaven Rake, of Trinidad, (vide the St. Louis 
Medical and SuRGj^MrfflSTBfe^ 1890, p. 26). A 

robust single womrt^t>PoO, fmmlnJ^Ht\^lcoholic excesses, was 
found dead in hJbfjoed. IMflBe forqjfslc examination by the 
author, no signs'^ ^jllH^4 ncUtby chnonic disease could be 
detected ; in fj^t, the onlj^jj^^xbid Jeuons consisted in con- 
gestion of the ceV^f^. membra^MSj^^mlatation of the cerebral 
basal vessels and oMi ^^ji^tii cg^ jti^s of the heart, and venous 
engorgement of the lungs) the blood being everywhere fluid 
and very dark. The glottis was found to be totally plugged up 
with four coiled ascarides. Another round worm was extracted 
from the left nostril, and again another from the mouth. .The 
stomach and small bowels also contained ascarides, five in 
number. Dr. Parfianovitch gave his opinion to the effect that 
death had occurred from asphyxia, caused by a complete oc- 
clusion of the glottis by round worms. 

On the Therapeutic Effe<5ls of Spermin. — At a recent 
meeting of the St. Petersburg Medical Society, Dr. Fedor A. 
Roshtchinin made a very interesting communication (Vratch, 
No. 14,1890,p.331) on the biological action of Brown-S6quard's 
emulsion, prepared by trituration of testicles and spermatic 
cords from guinea-pigs with distilled water (vide the St. Louis 
Medical and Surgical Journal, 1889, August, p. Ill ; Sep- 
tember, p. 163 ; and December, p. 364). The author's first ex- 
periment was made on a very old and decrepit dog, which had 
been lying for days on a mat, being unable to move about any 
more. After the very first hypodermic injection of the** sper- 
min," the animal got up and began to eat with good appetite ; 
after 4 injections, ** the animal's entire systemic functions be- 
came restored to a normal condition." Feeling encouraged 
with these results. Dr. Roshtchinin proceeded to make similar 



1890.] Excerpts. 51 

experiments on human beings. In all, 15 cases were treated 
with subcutaneous injections of ' spermin," one of them re- 
ferring to the author himself, who was suffering from diabetes 
mellitus, with general weakness. In every one of the pa- 
tients, a striking improvement was obtained. It is certainly 
worth while to adduce a few illustrations bearing on the point. 
A gentleman of €8, a Crown official, suff'ering from marasmus 
(after severe pleuro-pneumonia), agonizing scifctiea, «nd sex- 
ual impotence, after 4 injections (a syringeful into one of the 
lower limbs, twice a week) became free from his neuralgia, 
and was enabled to resume his occupation, while, after another 
4 injections, his sexual power returned. At present, he feels 
perfectly well (7 months having elapsed). In another patient, 
aged 58, suff'ering from severe diabetes, with profound apathy 
and drowsiness, after several injeotions the 'latter symptoms 
completely disappeared and never returned, while the propor- 
tion of sugar in his urine fell from 52.,9^per mille to 2.3. A 
decrepit gentleman of 90, whose only mode of locomotion con- 
sisted in being carried on his servant's arms, is now walking 
without a stick even. In a massagist, with tremor of all his 
four limbs, 5 injections removed the symptoms completely 
and permanently. A sickly man of 40, who had lost his sexual 
power long ago, regained the latter after a few doses of the 
spermatic fluid, and soon. Analysing his cases, the author ar- 
rives at the following conclusions : 1^. Most undoubtedly, the 
spermatic fluid affords a powerful stimulant means, which im- 
proves the cardiac action, raises the pulse-wave, ameliorates 
the patient's general nutrition, increases the action of his 
brain, and restores a normal regularity of all systemic func- 
tions, 2°. The injections may give rise to localized pain, 
lasting from a few hours to 2 days, but they never produce any 
local inflammation or suppuration. [In one of the cases, 
some erythema was once observed, but it had a purely me- 
chanical origin.] 

In the Vratch, Nos. 5 and 10, 1890, pp. 105 and 234, Pro- 
fessor Stepan D. Kostuerin, of Kharkov, one of the foremost 
Russian physiologists and pathologists, also describes his ex- 
periments with the spermatic emulsion, which were made on 
7 men, aged from 23 to 63, and a woman of 65, suffering from 
neurasthenia, tabes, senile failure, etc. Only in one of the 
cases — in that of an old man of 63, with progressive muscular 
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atrophy — did the injections, three in number, fail to bring 
about any amelioration. In the remaining 7 cases, a more or 
less distinct general' improvement was observed, the total 
number of the injections in individual cases varying between 
2 and 16. In view of the facte, as well as in view of the re- 
sults obtained by Professors Brown-S^quard, Rogers (of Mem- 
phis), and Villeneuve (of Marseilles), Drs. Anderson, H. P. 
Loomis, A. Szikszay, Hammond, etc.. Dr. Kostuerin lays 
down the proposition that, ** the injections are fully justified, 
and may be practiced with some success in all cases of senile 
exhaustion, general prostration, failure of general nutrition 
of the system, and certain nervous diseases (such as tabes)." 

Amyl-Nitrite in Poisoning by Cocaine. — In the Medit- 
zinskoie Obozrenie\ No. 6, 1890, p. 491, Dr. Alexandr P. Riid- 
sky, of Kamenetz-Podolsk, reports an interesting case of coca- 
ine poisoning in which amyl-nitrite was successfully employed 
as an antidote. A generally healthy lady, aged 30, took a 
grain of hydrochlorate of cocaine on account of headache. In 
10 minutes or so, there suddenly appeared extreme weakness, 
facial pallor, and dizziness, rapidly followed by cyanosis, al- 
most imperceptible pulse, dyspnoea, tremor, dilatation of the 
pupils, cutaneous aneesthesia, hallucinations of sight and 
hearing, and low delirium. An internal administration of 1 
drachm of ipecacuanha failed to induce vomiting. The lady's 
state growing from bad to worse, the inhalation of amyl-nitrite 
(2 drops on a handkerchief) was resorted to (about 40 minutes 
after the ingestion of the cocaine). Almost instantaneously, 
pallor and cyanosis disappeared, breathing became free, the 
pulse fuller and slower. A relapse occurred in about an hour, 
to quickly yield to the inhalation. In about eight hours, all 
the symptoms gradually subsided, except some weakness, 
which lasted until the next morning. In all, 12 drops of 
amyl-nitrite were inhaled. As adjuvant means, wine and infu- 
sion of black coffee were administered internally. 

Berne, Switzerland. Valerius Idelson, M. D. 



American Dental Association. — The thirteenth annual 
session of the American Dental Association will be held at 
Excelsior Springs, Mo., commencing Tuesday, August 5, at 10 
o'clock A. M. 
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Znebtcal progress, 

THERAPEUTICS. 
Antigastralgic Mixture. — In this mixture the analgesic 
properties of narceine and of cocaine are utilized in combin- 
ation with pepsin or pancreatinin {Rev. de din. et de thir.) in 
an elixir composed as follows : 

9 PepBini vel psncreatinini gr. xv. 

Cocaine muriat , gr. ss. 

Narcein fsr. jss. 

Elixir simplicis 3 viij . 

M. Sig. : A tablespoonfal before each meal. 

Lithia Potash Water. — There can be no doubt whatever 
that the salts of lithia exert a powerful influence on the rheu- 
matic and gouty habits, as well as in certain renal diseases 
in which an excess of uric acid is found. The lithia is also 
most beneficial where an abnormal formation of sodium urate 
takes place. As pointed out in the Journal (July, 1889), 
the natural lithia waters contain too small and variable a 
quantity of the salt. Enno Sander, of St. Louis, has pro- 
duced an artificial lithia potash water or '^Garrod Spa," as 
he calls it, which is uniform, and whose formula is as follows : 

Q Lithium bicarbonate grs. xij. 

Magnesium bicarbonate grs. x. 

Potassium bicarbonate grs. xvi. 

Sodium chloride grs. x. 

Carbonated water 3 xvj. 

M. 

Gum Cahori. — Gum cahori is the resin of a tree called 
dammara or agahi, belonging to the coniferse, and indigenous 
to New Zealand and New Caledonia (Med. and Surg, Rep.). 
The gum is extensively employed in the manufacture of var- 
nish. Two forms are recognized : the fossil and the recent. 
Gum cahori is soluble in alcohol at a temperature of 90° C, 
and also soluble in ether. By distillation an essence is ob- 
tained which has an odor of turpentine. A solution of the 
resin in its essence may be employed in the preparation of 
histological specimens in place of Canada balsam. M. Fornet 
(Mercredi Midicale), states that the alcoholic solution of the 
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gum may be used advantageously as a substitute for collodion 
as a protective dressing for superficial wounds. It is of a 
syrupy consistency and has an agreeable odor. It may also 
be used in place of coUodignin cutaneous affections. Finally, 
when given internally, it has been observed to act benefi- 
cially in cases of catarrh of the bladder. 

To Prevent Toxic Effects of Cocaine. — In another 
part of the Journal, it will be found that inhalations of amyl- 
nitrite are recommended in cocaine poisoning. Dr. Isidor 
Gluck Bisiie& (^Medical Record), iheii he was led into a series of 
experiments with a view to rid cocaine of its toxic effects, the 
result being the discovery that cocaine in combination with 
phenol not only removes the objectionable features, but in- 
creases its usefulness. The formula which he has adopted is 
the following : 

'^i Phenol gtt. ij. 

Aqua destillata ; 3 j . 

Shake until solution is perfect, then add cocaine hydrochlorate 

gr. X. 

He has been using the above formula for over a year, and 
since using it has never had to deal with the toxic effect of the 
drug. In fact, he has been able to use it in any quantity, and 
in any part of the nose or throat, without the least fear of 
harmful consequences. 

PATHOLOGICAL AND PHYSIOLOGICAL NOTES. 
Foetus in Foeto. — Dr. Kotisko, of Vienna, has presented 
a preparation (Medical Press) taken from an abdominal cystic 
swelling in an infant five weeks of age ! The cyst was a rectro- 
peritoneal one, which contained the skull, buccal cleft, with 
tongue and underjaw well formed, while the extremities could 
be distinctly traced. This formation of '' foetus in foeto " was 
presumed to be in the formation of two embryos on the same 
side, where the one in its development embraced the other, 
and thus retarding or suspending the growth of the enveloped. 

Summer Diarrhoea. — At the late meeting of the Medical 
Society of the County of New York, Dr. J. Lewis Smith dis- 
cussed the treatment of summer diarrhoea in infants, and first 
spoke of the intestinal lesions, which he had examined at a 
great many autopsies. {Med» Rec.) In all instances, or with 
few exceptions, there was an entero-colitis, the inflammation 
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being most marked in the ileum and colon, especially adjoin- 
ing the ileoc6Bcal valve. There was seldom more than an ar- 
borescent appearance in the stomach and duodenum. Under 
four months of age there was considerable vascularity of the 
entire intestinal tract and also of the buccal cavity. In the 
severe cases, in which death took place early, this vascularity 
was not observed, but there was a soft, sodden appearance of 
the mucous membrane of the intestines. In these very cases 
however, when they continued ten days or two weeks, the 
usual inflammatory changes mentioned were present. There 
was little evidence that the liver was at fault, for which form- 
erly calomel was so much administered. 

Buccal Gonorrhcea. — The following notes of a case of 
buccal gonorrhoea^ reported in the Medical Press and Circular. 
are typical of their kind. (^Med. and Surg. Rep,') A girl. 21' 
years old, after coitus ab ore, experienced on the following day 
a peculiar dryness of her mouth with a disagreeable taste ; and 
the third day the tongue and the lips were swollen and puffy; 
on the fifth day she had difficulty in swallowing and fluid of a 
blood-stained, fetid character escaped. Then, besides, vesicles 
appeared on the lips and ulcerated spots followed by detach- 
ment of false membrane. All the tissues of the mouth were 
injected and swollen, secreting fetid blood-colored fluid; the 
breath was offensive, salivation being moderate. The false 
membranes, on examination, contained microbes which resem- 
bled the gonococcus. Glycerine, subnitrate of bismuth, and 
chlorate of potash were administered and effected a rapid 
cure. 

SURGERY. 

The Treatment of Enlarged Bursae and Ganglia by 
Excision. — Mr. C. J. Bond says, in the Practitioner^ that at- 
tention has lately been directed to the treatment of enlarged 
bursee, in the neighborhood of large joints, by the radical, 
method of excision of the whole or a large part of the cyst 
wall, and successful cases have been reported by Mr. Silcock 
and Mr. Clement Lucas. The method seems to possess many 
advantages : — 1®. It appears to be radical ; I have lately seen 
two boys from whose political spaces I dissected out large 
bursae between the gastrocnemius and semi-membranosus 
muscles some months ago, and there is no recurrence of the 
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swelling. 2^. As a method of cure it is as short as, or even 
shorter than, the plan by injection, and far shorter than that 
of incision and drainage ; for after the dissecting out of the 
•cyst wall, the remaining wound, if treated aseptically, heals 
by primary union. 3^ . If steps be taken to shut off any com- 
munication with the joint, by ligaturing the process passing 
through the capsule, should such exist, the method is prob- 
ably perfectly safe. 

Drainage in Abdominal Surgery. — Dr. George E. Shoe- 
maker read a paper on this subject before the American Med- 
ical Association (N. F. Med. Jour.) The subject was one 
which called for careful thought. The author had endeavored 
to ascertain the indications for drainage, the proper method 
to be employed, and the views of the most skillful operators 
^pon this subject. Drainage was especially indicated if there 
were a suspicion of hemorrhage or sepsis, and this notwith- 
standing the well-known absorbent power of the peritonseum. 
This function of the peritonseum was of great service if the 
fluids to be absorbed were aseptic, but if otherwise harm 
would result. Drainage lessened the dangers in all such 
cases. The objections to the drainage-tube were the possi- 
bility of fistula from pressure upon the bowel, infection of the 
ligatures, and hernia. It should be removed if possible, 
within forty-eight hours of the time of introduction. A fsBcal 
fistula might result if ligatures of large size were used. The 
surroundings of the drainage-tube should be aseptic, and the 
iube should be covered with cotton. It was wrong to seal it 
with a cork. A straight tube with perforations in its sides 
was to be preferred. In general, drainage should be used in 
all cases in which there were intestinal or pelvic adhesions, 
in cases in which the peritonaeum was manifestly diseased, 
and in cases in which for any cause irrigation had been re- 
<iuired ; in a word, in all cases in which there was doubt as to 
the aseptic condition of the abdominal or pelvic cavity. 



The Sectarian Hospitals of Chicago are increasing at a 
lively rate, and in addition there are several devoted to cer- 
tain nationalities. There are hospitals for males and hospitals 
for femaleS; a German, an Italian, a Presbyterian, a Methodist, 
^nd as the latest a Hebrew hospital. 
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OBSTETRICS AND GYNECOLOGY. 

Some of the Common Errors in Gynaecological Prac- 
tice and the ills resulting from them was the subject of a paper 
by Dr. David Barrow, of Lexington. He called attention to 
the superiority of the bimanual examination over the speculum 
and the sound. Pessaries as generally used do much harm* 
Tents are dangerous and unjustifiable. The curette in the 
hands of the inexperienced is a means of much danger. The 
repair of the lacerated cervix he thought was done too fre- 
quently. In inflamed, adherent and degenerated tubes and 
ovaries he did not favor temporizing measures but recom- 
mended that the abdomen be opened for all adhesions and the 
offending organs removed. In skilled hands operation by ab- 
dominal section, which gives permanent cures, involves even 
less immediate danger to the patient than the so-called ex- 
pectant and conservative treatment. 

A Comparison of Birth-Rate Between Civilized and 
Semi- Barbarous Nations, was the title of a paper read by 
Dr. F. B. Greenley, of West Point, Ky. The doctor took the 
ground that in advanced and civilized people the birth-rate has 
become so low that in the absence of sanitary regulations which 
have been instituted the population would become extinct. In 
tha New England States the birth-rate exceeds the death-rate 
very little and were it not for the prolific foreigner it would 
be materially less. The birth-rate among native women is 
9.4 per 1,000 and among foreign 29 per 1,000. The causes are 
found in the evils attendant on high life and the deteriorations 
dependent on the produced on the various organs consequent 
upon the abuse in highly civilized countries of tight lacing, late 
hours, exposure, indigestible food, free use of wine, etc. Dr. 
Hanna was of the opinion that the lower birth-rate in the 
East as compareid with the West and South was due to the 
greater number of women than men in the former section. 

The Obstetric Wards of the Cincinnati Hospital is the 
subject of a report by Dr. C. D. Palmer, obstetrician to the 
hospital. During the first year of his service three years ago, 
the mortality in this ward had been reduced to between two 
And three per cent, from all causes. Vaginal injections of an 
antiseptic nature were used when needed but not thoroughly 
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carried out. In the summer of 1889, being impressed with the 
low rates of mortality, in Paris, New York, and Philadelphia 
maternities he directed the internes and nurses then on duty 
to make use of antiseptic vaginal injections in every case of 
parturition. Ante-partum vaginal injections of quite hot water 
about a quart, containing bichloride of mercury to the strength 
-of 1 to 8,000-4,000. No other vaginal injection is administered 
before parturition is completed unless it is necessary on ac- 
<;ount of rigid os, or conditions manifest themselves demanding 
Artificial delivery, by version or by forceps until immediately 
after expulsion of the placenta, when the same injection in 
quantity, higher in temperature is employed. This has now 
become a routine practice in the practice of all in this depart- 
ment in the hospital. Should the perineum require suturing 
<beyondthat for the most superficial tear, then an intra- vaginal 
injection is given in an increased quantity both before and 
after. No systemic ill efiects have been noticed and that this 
treatment has in part contributed to the present low death- 
rate in the hospital is only fair to state. The doctor consid- 
ered it a privilege, a duty and a pleasure to state that he 
thought the present low mortality rate also due to the extreme 
cleanliness and careful, judicious nursing maintained by the 
training school for nurses. The occlusion bandage of absorb- 
ent cotton is used post partum in all cases. These hot water 
ibi chloride injections are largely antiseptic and doubtless facili- 
tate dilatation of the cervix uteri in the first stage. Adminis- 
tered post partum they thoroughly cleanse the vagina and 
cervix, diminish the quantity of post partum hsemorrhage by 
the artificial induction or uterine contractions, and become an 
essential prerequisite to a thorough vaginal and perineal su- 
turing. The uterus itself, the doctor never washed out unless 
the septic symptoms are very severe and the same are uncon- 
trolled by the use of intra-vaginal irrigations. During the past 
year at the Cincinnati Hospital there were 234 cases of labor. 
Of these 10 were admitted one day prior to delivery and 43 
during delivery and 3 after delivery. The mortality in these 
70 cases was nil. Deaths from all causes, two : septicaemia 
one, puerperal convulsions one. Number of cases of septicse- 
mia five, of which four recovered. All of these cases were 
well pronounced and severe, one of which was admitted dur- 
ing labor. 
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Pyosalpynx, Intestinal Laceration, Omental Grafts, 
was the subject of a paper read before the Kentucky State 
Medical Society by J. C. Carpenter, of Stanford. Both cases 
were successful. This he thought was due to free purgation and 
«oap and hot water before and after operation, and the thor- 
ough evacuation and drainage of pus cavity and abdomen, re-r 
moval of offending masses, the most complete irrigation with 
hot distilled water, subsequent asepsis and rest, the assiduous 
watchfulness and attention of nurses and specialists, the con- 
spicuous absence of meddlesome nurses and young internes, 
the withholding of chemical antiseptics from the abdomen and 
the avoidance of dirty antiseptics and asepsis seen so often in 
the general hospitals, and the total prohibition of opiates. The 
best results in abdominal surgery are obtained in private hos- 
pitals and in rooms rendered thoroughly clean and aseptic be- 
fore the operation, and by specialists in abdominal surgery. 
The best medium of success is simple asepsis. 

Two Cases of Ectopic Gestation Cured by Abdominal 
* Section was the subject of a paper by Dr. August G. Bernays, 
of St. Louis, Mo. The examination of the first case showed 
the specimen to be an exquisite hsemato^salpinx due to a tubal 
pregnancy, the blood having escaped from the villi of the 
chorion at the point where the placenta was developing. The 
tube is distended so that it is two and a half inches in its 
largest diameter and three and a half inches long. The sur- 
face of the tube is covered by shred-like adhesions, although 
in some places the peritoneal covering is seen in a normal 
condition. The muscular coat of the tube is much hyper- 
trophied averaging an eighth of an inch in thickness. The 
embryo was not found, but traces of it were seen in the shape 
of translucent gelatinous tissue, lying within the clot which 
filled the tube. This is the first case of early laparotomy in 
ectopic gestation successfully done in the State of Missouri. 
The second was a case where the patient's life was undoubt- 
«dlo saved by prompt surgical interference. The pregnancy 
must ha.ve been between seven and nine weeks' duration. The 
•embryo was very small and lay in the amnion. The sac, before 
it was ruptured, was probably not larger than a guinea egg 
and the embryo about one centimeter in its longest diameter 
He found the case in many respects an instructtive one 
iind it was perhaps the first case of ruptured interstitial 
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gestation which was saved by abdominal section. Dr. Mc- 
Murtry said that cases of extra-uterine pregnancy were- 
very common indeed and their diagnosis very difficult. The 
coroner found nineteen cases of extra-uterine pregnancy in 
one year which had not been diagnosticated. Dr. W. H. 
Wathen considered laparotomy the only safe and rational 
method of treatment but in the case reported he would have 
flushed out the peritoneal cavity with hot water. Dr. Ber- 
nays would not use water unless it was certainly and abso- 
lutely clean. E. 8. McKee, M. D. 
Cincinnati, 0. 
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History and Pathology of Vaccination. By Edgar M. 
Crooeshank, M. D. Vol. I, 8vo. pp. 466. Vol. II. pp. 610.. 
[Philadelphia : P. Blakiston Son & Co. 1889. 

This work is a veritable edition de luxe and the two vol- 
umes constitute one of the best works in connection with the 
history of vaccination that we have had an opportunity of ex- 
amining. The author is no stranger to the reading world as 
his Manual of Bacteriology produced a lasting and favorable 
impression which the work under consideration will serve to. 
enhance. 

The first volume is a critical inquiry into the history of 
smallpox inoculation, vaccination, etc. The amount of re- 
search which was necessary to cover the subject is stupen- 
dous and to the bibliographical student, the references which 
are given will prove invaluable. Among the curiosities of 
this character we are given the fac-simile of an unpublished 
letter from Jenner to Mr. Head, a surgeon at Helston, Corn- 
wall. A number of plates appear, the frontispiece being a 
delicate etching of Benjamin Jesty, who is the first individ- 
ual, in England, who inoculated the cowpox to prevent at- 
tacks of smallpox. 

The different methods of inoculating, of vaccinnating and 
of cultivating the human, the bovine, the equine, and other 
viruses of this nature are fully considered and discussed, and^ 
in addition, much matter of historical interest is judi<ciousl7 
introduced. 
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The second volume consists of selected essays connected 
with the question of vaccinnation. Jenner's Inquiry, Pear- 
son's Inquiry, and a number of selected essays, by Jenner, 
"Ceely, Babcock, Dubreuilh, Layet, the author and others 
form a compilation of more than ordinary value for reference. 

The entire work is one which should find its way in every 
library aspiring to any pretensions as such. The type is 
large and clear, the mechanical execution presenting a ''clean" 
appearance such as we are seldom gratified in observing in 
works of this character. 

A Text- Book of Obstetrics, including the Pathology and 
Therapeutics of the Puerperal State. Designed for Prac- 
titioners and Students of Medicine. By Dr. F. Winceel. 
Translated from the First German Edition with permis- 
sion of the author, under the supervision of J. Clifton 
Edgar, A. M., M. D. 8vo. pp. 927. With 190 illustra- 
tions. [Philadelphia: P. Blakiston, Son & Co. 1890. 
St. Louis: S. M. Simpson <fe Co. Price, sheep $7.00; 
cloth, $6.0©. 

The good impression made by the author's work on Dis- 
eases of Women has not been diminished by his masterly ef- 
fort in connection with the subject of obstetrics. As would 
naturally be expected pathology plays quite a prominent part, 
while the clinical and therapeutic aspects of the subject are 
given a generous share of attention. Dr. Winckel has had 
extensive experience and has digested the facts coming within 
his observation, with that thoroughness which can only be ex- 
pected of one who is a scholar and trained to habits of thought 
and correct judgment. The work before us is the result of the 
author's experience from 1854 to 1887 when the book was put 
in type for the first German edition. The cases upon which 
the observations are based include material from the various 
•clinics and hospitals of Berlin, Rostock, Dresden and Munich, 
as also from the private practice of the author, as well as that 
•of his father and grand-father making a series of more than 
50,000 cases. 

An analysis of this work would call for more space than we 
are liberty to give. The general scope of the work may be 
gleaned from a partial eiiumeration of the divisions given. In 
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Part I, the physiology and management of pregnancy are con- 
sidered, which includes the symptomatology of pregnancy, its- 
diagnosis, its management and multiple pregnancy. In Part 
II, the physiology and management of labor are noted, the 
next part being devoted to the puerperal state. Part IV, is an 
important one dealing as it does with the pathology and ther- 
apeutics of pregnancy including the affections of the several 
organs as well as diseases outside of these orgrns occurring 
during this period, as well as the anomalies and diseases of 
the foetus. In Part V, the pathology and therapeutics of labor 
are treated of, nearly 800 pages being taken up by this subject. 
Obstetric operations, the puerperal state^ and diseases of the 
jiew-born are considered in the concluding three parts. From 
this rapid enumeration a fair idea of the scope of the work may 
.be obtained. 

A feature which recommends itself is the clearness with 

.which the author expresses himself. In regard to chloroform^ 

in labor he places himself on record as in favor of it and he 

does not believe that it operates adversely to th:e safety of the 

child. 

In Csesarian section he does not believe it necessary to re- 
sect a small strip of muscular tissue on both sides, as origi-^ 
nally recommended by Sanger. The chief point, in his opin- 
ion, is to sew the uterine muscle and the peritoneum separate- 
ly and as firmly as possible. 

Each subject which is considered is prefixed by a literature 
which, however, does not go beyond the year 1887, the time 
the manuscript went into the printer^s hands. 

The illustrations are, in the main, good and are all origina) 
with the exception of a few. We can not commend this feat- 
ure too much as the general rule is to parade ancient cuts 
which have done yeoman duty for generations. 

The translation is a good one and no one could be better 
qualified to supervise this important work than Dr. Edgar who 
had the good fortune to be Dr. Winckel^s interne and thus had 
an opportunity of acquainting himself with the author's views 
and methods. 

The mechanical execution is excellent and such as charac- 
terizes all the work issued by Blakiston. We have no doubt 
that WinckePs obstetrics will meet with a large and rapid sale 
which it fully deserves. 
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Pamphlets Received. — The Blunt Curette in Uterine 
Hemorrhage, by Thomas W. Kay, M. D. (Reprinted from 
the Ne\D York Medical Journal for November 2, 1889) ; An- 
nouncements of the University of Virginia for Session 1890- 
91 ; Alcoholic Hallucination, by Frederick W. Mann, M. D. 
(Prom American Journal of Insanity , April, 1890) ; A Historj^ 
of Spectacles, by L. Webster Fox, M. D. (From the Medical 
and Surgical Reporter, May 8, 1890) ; Conservatism in Nasal 
Surgery, by Chas. M. Shields, M. D. (Reprinted from Prac- 
tice, April, 1890) ; Pulmonary Consumption in the Light of 
Modern Research, by Stephen Smith Burt, M. D. (From the 
New York Medical Record, April 12, 1890) ; Missouri Agricul- 
tural College Experiment Station, Bulletin, No. 11. Texas 
Fever, Investigations between September, 1888, and March, 
1890, by Paul Paquin; ACommunicationfrom Jackthe Ripper. 
(Reprint from the Medical Mirror, May, 1890) ; Apparent Can- 
cerous Transformation of Syphiloma of the Tongue. Excision 
of the Tongue by the Galvano-Cautery, by G. Frank Lydston, 
M. D. (Reprint from New York Medical Record, October 26, 
Twenty consecutive Cases of Abdominal Section, by L. S. 1889); 
McMurtry, A. M., M. D. (Reprinted from the Transactions of 
the SoutherA Surgical and Gynaecological Association, No- 
vember, 1889) ; Tenth Annual Announcement of University 
Medical College of Kansas City, Session 1889-90; The Man- 
ual Treatment in Gynecology, by H. J. Boldt, M. D. (Re- 
printed from the American Journal of Obstetrics and Diseases 
of Women and Children, vol; xxii., No. 6, 1889); The Treat- 
ment of Posterior Displacements of the Uterus, by H. J. 
Boldt, M. D. (Reprinted from the American Journal of Ob^ 
stetrics and Diseases of Women and Children, vol. xxiii.. No. 6, 
1890) ; The Treatment of Suppurative Disease of the Uterine 
Appendages, by H. J. Bolt, M. D. (Reprinted from the 
American Journal of Obstetrics and Diseases of Women and 
Children, \o\. js.x\i,, No. 3, 1889); Fifteenth Annual Announce- 
ment and Catalogue of Meharry Medical Department, Cen- 
tral Tennessee College, Nashville, for 1889-90 ; Twenty-third 
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Annual Announcement Medical, Dental and Pharmaceutical 
Colleges of Howard University, Washington, D. C, Session 
1890-91 ; Salpingo Oophorectomy and its results, by H. J. 
Bolt, M. D. (Reprinted from the Medical Record, May 17, 
1890); Seborrhoea, by George Thomas Jackon, M. D. (Re- 
printed from Gaillard's Medical Jouraalj May, 1 890); Two 
Cases of Resection of the Csecum for Carcinoma, with Re- 
marks on Intestinal Anastamosis in the Ileo-Caecal Region, by 
N. Senn, M. D., Ph. D. (Reprinted from the Journal of the 
American Medical Association, Jane 14, 1890) ; Intestinal An- 
astamotic Operatioas with Segmented Rubber Rings, with 
Some Practical Suggestions as to Their Use in Other Surgical 
Operations, by A. V. L. Brokaw, M. D. (Reprinted from the 
Transactions of the Southern Surgical and Gynecological Asso- 
ciation, November, 1889) ; New Methods of Performing Py- 
lorectomy, with Remarks upon Intestinal Aaastamotic Oper- 
ations, by A. V. L. Brokaw, M. D. (Reprinted from the St, 
Louis Courier of Medic ine, June, 1890). 

A R itioaal Brace for the treatment of Caries of the Verte- 
brae (Pott's Disease), by Charles F. Stillman, M. Sc, M, D. 
(Reprinted from the Northwestern Medical Journal j 1890) ; De 
la Mobilisation de V Etrier, par le Docteur E. G. Moure. 
(Extract de la Revue de Laryngologie, d' Otologic et de Rhinol- 
ogiCf No. 7, 1890.) ; A Practical Splint for Inflammatory Con- 
ditions of Joints, by Charles F. Stillman, M. Sc, M. D. (Re- 
printed from the American Lancet, March, 1890.); The Wills 
Eye Hospital. Report for the year ended Dec. 81, 1889; The 
Treatment of Torticollis (Wry Neck), by Charles F. Stillman, 
M. Sc, M. D. (Reprinted from the North American Practi- 
tioner, March, 1890,) ; Remarks on Hypertrophy and Atrophy 
of Tissue, by G. Frank Lydston, M, D., (Reprint from New 
Orleans Medical and Surgical Journal) ; A. Lecture on Sexual 
Perversion, Satyriasis and Nymphomania, by G. Frank Lyds- 
ton, M. D. (Reprint from Philadelphia Medical and Surgical 
Reporter, Sept. 7, 1889.) ; The Local Treatment of Syphilitic 
Phenomena, by G. Frank Lydston, M. D. (Reprint from Oin- 
cinnati Lancet-Clinic.) ; Tobacco Amblyopia, by Leartus Con- 
nor, A. M., M. D. (Reprinted from The Journal of the Ameri- 
can Medical Association, Feb. 15, 1890.) ; Fifth Annual Report 
of the New York Cancer Hospital, 1889 ; Sixty-sixth Annual 
Announcement of the Jefferson Medical College of Philadel- 
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phia, Session of 1890-91 ; Acute Mania following the Enuclea- 
tion of an Eye, by W. Cheatham, M. D. (Reprinted from 
the Archives of Ophthalmology, No. 1, 1890); A Peculiar Affec- 
tion of the Neuro-Retinal Circulation, by W. Cheatham, M. 
D. (Reprinted from the Archives of Ophthalmology, No. 1, 
1890.); Jackson'sheEpilepsienach Influenza, von Dr. Albrecht 
Erlenmeyer. (Separat — Abdruck aus Berliner Klinische Wo- 
chenschrift, 1890, No. 13.) ; A Consideration of Sexual Neu- 
rasthenia, by Bransford Lewis, M. D. (Reprint from Weekly 
Medical Review April 19, 1890.); Traitement Chirurgical de 
i'ongle Incarne Proc(Sd6 Nouveau par le Dr. Stocquart. Brux- 
elles ; De V Ongle Incarn^. Revue Critique par le Dr. Max 
Breitung de Berlin. (Extrait du Journal publie par la Soci6t^ 
royale des Sciences M^dicales et naturelles de Bruxelles.) ; 
L'Acide Chrysophanique administr^ par les Voies stomacale 
et hypodermiqae dans le traitement des Maladies de la Peau, 
par le Dr. Stocquart ; Stricture of the Rectum ; Intestinal Ob- 
struction, Inguinal Colotomy, by Charles B. Kelsey, M. D. 
(Prom the Medical News, April 26, 1890. 

Books Received. — Transactions of the American Ortho- 
paedic Association, Third Session (held at Boston, Mass., 
Sept. 17, 1889,) Vol. II. [Philadelphia, Pub. by the Associa- 
tion, 1889. 

Orthopcedic Surgery. By Ed. H. Bradford, M. D., and 
Robt. W. Lovett, M. D. [New York, Wm. Wood & Co., 
1890. 

The P4ilse. By W. H. Broadbent. [Philadelphia, Lea 
Bros. & Co., 1890. 

Electricity in the Diseases of Women, by G. Betton Mas- 
sey, M. D. Second Edition, revised and enlarged. Small 
Svo. pp. 240. [Philadelphia and London : F. A. Davis, 1890. 
Price, $1.60. 

How to Preserve Health, by Louis Barkan, M. D. Small 
8vo. pp. 344. [New York : American News Co., 1890. Price, 
41.00 

Annual Report of the State Board of Health of Missouri to 
the Governor for 1888. 8vo. pp. 156. 

Fever, Thermotaxis, and Calorimetry of Malarial Fever, 
by Isaac Ott., M. D., 8vo. pp. 42—54—8. [Easton, Pa: E. 
D. Vogel, Brookseller, 1890. 
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May's Diseases of Women, for the use of Students and 
Practitioners. Second Edition. Revised by Leonards. Rau, 
M. D., with thirty-one illustrations on wood. 8vo, pp. 373» 
[Phila.: Lea Bros. & Co. 1890. St. Louis : Simpson <fe Co. 
Price, $1.75. 

Neuralgia, by E. P. Hurd, M. D., 12mo. pp. 153. . Physi- 
cians Leisure Library. [Detroit: Geo. S. Davis, 1890. 
Price, 25 cts. 

Lymphatiques des organes G^nitaux de la Femme par le 
Dr. Paul Poirier. 8vo. pp. 60. [Paris. Progres Medical, 1890^ 
Price, 2 francs. 

Electricity in the Diseases of Women, with Special Refer- 
ence to the Application of Strong Currents, by G. Betton 
Massey, M. D. 12mo. pp. 240. Second Edition, revised and 
enlarged. [Philadelphia and London : F. A. Davis, 1890.. 
Price, $1.50. 

The Maryland Medical Journal has improved its appear- 
ance by adopting a blue granite colored cover. 

The Medical News, which was under the editorial man- 
agement of the Drs. Hays for sixty years, will be under the 
editorial charge of Dr. Edward P. Davis hereafter. 

The St. Joseph Medical Herald is now under the sole 
editorial control of Dr. Daniel Morton. The members of the 
former editorial corps will continue to contribute to the col- 
umns of this journal. 

The Journal of the Medical College of Ohio is a new 
college organ recently started in Cincinnati. It is to be a 
monthly under the editorial charge of Dr. James M. French, 
it will closely follow tho Johns Hopkins Bulletin in its style 
and character. 

The Centralblatt fuer Nervenheilkunde und Psychia- 
trie has been converted into an international publication. 
Original articles are published in French, English or German 
as furnished by authors. Dr. Erlenmeyer, of Bendorf, con- 
tinues to act as editor-in-chief. 

The Americanjournalof Mineral Waters was to appear 
in the middle of June. It will be issued bi-monthly the first 
year, and monthly thereafter at $1.00 per annum. It is to be- 
devoted entirely to authentic information concerning mineral 
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and thermal waters, watering places, health and pleasure re* 
sorts, sanitaria, etc. Being edited and published by Drs. 
R. M. and G. A. Jordan, of St. Louis, we can bespeak it a 
cordial reception. The names of these gentlemen are a guar- 
antee of what the publication will be. 

The Revue Internationale de Bibliographie Medicale, 
Pharmaceutique, et Veterinaire, edited by Dr. Jules Rou- 
yier, of Beyrouth, Syria, has just appeared. The initial 
number of this publication, which will be quarterly, is an 
octavo of 284 pages. It contains a very good index of litera, 
ture, but it is as yet not complete. The editor is very anxious 
to receive journals in exchange, and in view of the fact that 
when the first number of his publication first appeared, be 
had but 145 exchanges in his list, editors of journals who 
desire to aid bibliography, should send their publications i 
they have not already done so. The Revue is entirely worthy 
of support, albeit its circulation will be limited on account of 
being published in French. The subscription price i& ten 
francs. 



The Mississippi Valley Medical Association will hold 
its 17th annual session at Louisville, Ky., Oct. 8th, 9th and 
lOLh, 1890. The meeting promises to be of great social and 
scientific interest as the profession of Louisville are doing 
their utmost to make it successful. Ladies accompanying 
physicians will be made especially welcome. Gentlemen de- 
siring to read papers will please send title of the same to the 
secretary, Dr. E. S. McKee, Cincinnati, at an early date. 

An International Language for Science. — The Provin- 
cial Medical Journal thus unburdens itself on this question : 
This question has been frequently discussed, and it will prob- 
ably be ventilated again at the Congress. French is the lan- 
guage of diplomacy, and the French therefore urge their claim 
to have French chosen as the medium of communication be- 
tween the learned men of different countries. We can hardly 
expect the Germans to accept this proposition. English has 
a claim for some consideration; but France and other foreign 
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countries will put their veto upon our claim. Volapiik has 
now a strong following, and this strange amalgamation of 
tongues offers itself as the solution of a difficulty. Consider- 
ing the difficulties of the new language, we can hardly favor 
its pretentions. If we really require a special tongue for 
science, we should fall back upon the Latin. We have here 
a language with a history and a literature, and if it could be 
established that Latin was to be in the future the means of 
communication between learned men, then Latin would be 
taught in the schools of the world in a much more rational 
way than it is at present aad still more those who intend to 
^nter the medical profession would have to acquire a much 
wider aquaintance with its literature than is expressed by the 
first two books of Virgil or Csesar, which represents at matric- 
ulation the acquaintance of the candidate with the literoe 
humaniores. 

The North Dakota Medical Association has been organ- 
ized, and held its annual meeting in Jamestown, N. D. The 
election of officers resulted in the choice of the following: 
President, Dr. Coe, of Mandan; First Vice-President, Dr. 
Shurlock, of Fargo ; Second Vice-President, Dr. Merchant, of 
Ellendale; Secretary, Dr. Mclntyre, of Hillsboro ; Treasurer, 
Dr. Rounsevell, of Larimore ; Censors, Drs. Rankins, of James- 
town, and Wellspaugh, of Park River. The next meeting will 
be held at Fargo on May 25, 1891. 

The Wisconsin State Medical Association held its an- 
nual meeting in Milwaukee on June 5th. The election of offi- 
cers resulted as follows : President, Dr. Ladd, of Milwaukee , 
First Vice-President, Dr. F. E. Wallbridge, of Milwaukee ; 
Second Vice-President, Dr. B. F. Phillips, Menomonee, Mich.; 
Secretary, Dr. J. R. McDill, of Milwaukee ; Assisting Secre" 
tary, Dr. H. B. Ogden, of Milwaukee ; Treasurer, Dr. Sydney 
S. Hall, of Ripon. The next annual meeting will be held in 
Madison during the first week of May, 1881. 

What Doctors do. — In an editorial addressed to young 
men who contemplate the study of medicine, the New York 
Medical Journal says among other things : As a general thing, 
the emoluments of medical practice are only moderate ; prob- 
ably, on the average, they amount to no more than enough to 
enable a man to bring up a family of children respectably 
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and give them such an education as may fit them for a choice 
occupation from a fairly broad field, with no prospect of any 
considerably patrimony. A physician's renown, even under 
the best of circumstances, is seldom more than local; and is 
not often remembered for many years after his death. More- 
over, what he may achieve in the way of income or fame 
comes only as the result of far greater exertion than is ne- 
cessary to bring about a corresponding condition in mercan- 
tile life or in some of the other professions. We are speaking 
of course, of those who are destitute of pecuniary resources 
that make them more or less independent of practice. With- 
out some such resources, indeed, the medical career is grow- 
ing more and more difficult to follow successfully, for the ma- 
terial outfit required and the expenses incident to the practice 
of medicine are constantly becoming greater. Lastly, a med- 
ical education is of little use to a man in almost any other 
pursuit than that of medicine, whereas a legal training may 
be made serviceable in many vocations, and a business man 
may keep on drawing upon his past experience amid any 
number of changes of career. 

The American Medical College Association. — The 
American Medical College Association, formed at Nashville 
the 21st day of May) in response to an invitation from the 
medical colleges of Baltimore, Md. 

There were fifty-seven colleges represented at this meeting 
by about ninety-five delegates, several of the colleges being^ 
represented by two delegates. The curiculum adopted by 
this Convention is as follows : 

Rules Governing the Admission of Colleges to Member- 

BERSHIP IN THE AMERICAN MeDICAL CoLLEGE ASSOCIATION : 

I. That the Colleges shall require a graded course of in- 
struction covering a period of not less than three courses 
of lectures of six months' duration each, before graduation. 

II. That both oral and written examinations be required 
of all students. 

III. That a thorough course of laboratory instruction be 
maintained in Chemistry, Histology, and Pathology. 

iV. A preliminary entrance examination consisting of (1) a 
Composition written in English of not less than two hundred 
words ; (2) the translation of easy Latin prose — it is provided 



70 Editorial Department. [July, 

however, that students he allowed one year to make up any 
deficiency in this examination ; (3) an examination in Higher 
Arithmetic; (4) an examination in Elementary Physics. 

It is provided, however, that candidates who are graduates 
or matriculates of recognized Colleges of Literature, Science, 
and Arts, or graduates of Normal Schools supported by the 
different States, be exempt from the provisions of this exam- 
ination. By resolution it was determined that the Colleges 
entitled to representation in this Convention shall enforce the 
above curriculum at the commencement of the session of 
1892-93. 

The following is a list of the officers of the Association : 
President, N. S. Davis, M. D., LL.D., Chicago, 111. ; 1st Vice 
President, Aaron Priedenwald, M. D., Baltimore, Md. ; 2d 
Vice President, H. D. Didama, M. D., Syracuse, N. Y.; 
3d Vice President, T. Menes, M. D., Nashville, Tenn. ; 4th 
Vice President, Samuel Logan, M. D., New Orleans, La. ; 5th 
Vice President, W. H. Pancoast, M. D., Philadelphia, Pa. ; 
'6th Vice President, S. A. Lindsey. M. D., Nashville, Tenn. ; 
7th Vice President, W. F. Peck, M. D., Davenport, la. ; Sec- 
retary and Treasurer, Perry H. Millard, M. D., St. Paul, 
Minn. 

The Montana Medical Association. — At the annual 
meeting of this society, held in Helena on June 5th, the fol- 
lowing officers were elected : President, Dr. J. S. Hammond, 
of Butte ; First Vice-President, Dr. J. H. Owings, of Deer 
Lodge ; Second Vice-President, Dr. Geo. L. Treacy, of Helena; 
Corresponding Secretary, Dr. Geo. H. Barbour, of Helena ; 
Recording Secretary, Dr. Wm. Gunn, of Butte (re-elected); 
Treasurer, Dr. W. L. Steele, of Helena (re-elected). It was 
voted to hold the next annual meeting in Helena, the third 
Wednesday in April, 1891. 

The W^illiam F. Jenks Memorial Prize. — The second 
triennial prize of four hundred and fifty dollars, under the 
<leed of trust of Mrs. William F. Jenks, will be awarded to 
the author of the best essay on '* The Symptomatology and 
Treatment of the Nervous Disorders Following the Acute In- 
fectious Diseases of Infancy and Childhood.'' The conditions 
annexed by the founder of this prize are, that the ''prize or 
Award must always be for some subject connected with obstet- 
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lies, or the diseasos of women, or the diseases of children ; " 
and that ''the trustees under this deed for the time being, can, 
in their discretion, publish the successful essay, or any paper 
written upon any subject for which they may offer a reward, 
provided the income in their hands may, in their judgment, 
be sufficient for that purpose, and the essay or paper be con- 
sidered by them worthy of publication. If published, the 
distribution of said essay shall be entirely under the control 
of said trustees. In case they do not publish the said essay 
or paper, it shall be the property of the College of Physicians 
of Philadelphia." The prize is open for competition to the 
whole world, but the essay must be the production of a single 
person. The essay, which must be written in the English 
language, or if in a foreign language, accompanied by an En- 
glish translation, should be sent to the College of Physicians 
of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, U. S. A., before January 1, 
1892, addressed to Louis Starr, M. D., Chairman of the Wil- 
liam F. Jenks Prize Committee. Each essay must be dis- 
tinguished by a motto, and accompanied by a sealed envelope 
bearing the same motto, and containing the name and address 
of the writer. No envelope will be opened except that which 
accompanies the successful essay. The committee will re-- 
turn the unsuccessful essays if reclaimed by their respective 
writers, or their agents, within one year. The committee re- 
serves the right not to make an award if no essay submitted 
is considered worthy of the prize. 



The Excessive Heat. — The present Summer has, so far, 
been a remarkable one in respect to the excessive heat ob- 
served throughout the country. The temperature has been far 
in excess of the normal during the month of June, and prom- 
ises to continue up to September. The effect of this has been 
to directly increase mortality by insolation. In addition, in- 
fantile mortality has been something frightful. Enteric trou- 
bles have carried off enormous numbers in the large cities, 
and the cause is, no doubt, traceable to the crowded and un- 
sanitary conditions in which they are placed, the greatest 
number dying in the districts occupied by the poor. 
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iocal zrie&ical ZTIatters. 

Dr. John G. Harper has removed his dental rooms to No. 
800 Pine, over Key's drug-store. 

Dr. Edward Borck will leave for Europe July 15, to at- 
tend the International Medical Coogre^s at Berlin. He will 
read a paper before the Surgical Section, Upon the Treatment 
of the Second Stage of Hip Disease, demonstratiDg hiB own 
method of operating, and showing the result by presenting two 
of his little patients. Will be home again Sept. lat. 

The St. Louis College of Physicians and Surgeons has 
in the course of erection a new building which is located at the 
southwest corner of Jefferson avenue and Gamble street. It 
will be a handsome three-story structure as shown in the an- 
nexed illustration. 



All the modern improvements and appliances, including 
biological, chemical, physiological, and microscopical labora- 
tories will be provided. Ample accommodations for clinics 
will form a feature as well as dark rooms^for photographic pur- 
poses. The lower amphitheatre will be employed for clinical 
lectures, the upper or larger one being for didactic purposes 
chiefly. Want of space forbids our going into details, but the 
college can feel proud of its new structure which will be com- 
pleted in October next. 
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Business 3tems* 

Epilepsy of Thirty Years Standing. — Dr. J. S. Brunner, 
Bay Port, Fia., writes as follows : In an old case of epilepsy 
of thirty years standing I used Peacock's Bromides with 
marked success and decided benefit, patient bad from three 
to six seizures usually in twenty-four hours. Under the use 
of Peacock's Bromides the patient is almost entirely free from 
farther attacks and otherwise generally improved. 

Dr. Enno Sander's Lithia-Potash Water.— Dr. G. W. 
Fraker, of Excelsior Springs, Mo., writes to Dr. Enno San- 
der as follows: ^'Mr. O. M. Martin of this city, returns one 
cask of ten dozen empty bottles, which he desires refilled 
with Lithia Potash Water and returned to him at once. The 
water has benefitted his wife very much." 

Dr. Jas. W. Heddens, St. Joseph, Mo., likewise writes: 
'^The mineral waters came duly to hand. We have been us- 
ing them in the hospital and are very much pleased with them 
— so much so that we intend to give them the preference over 
all otbers hereafter." 

Hoff's Malt Extract. — The original imported Hofi's Malt 
Extract, Tarrant's, is the only Malt that ever received an 
award of merit in Germany. It received the Bronze Medal at 
the Hamburg Exhibition last year and was awarded the first 
order of merit (a Silver Medal), at Melbourne, Australia. To 
prevent substitution specify '^Tarrant's" when prescribing 
Hoff'sMalt. 

Dyspepsia With Nervous Debility. — Invaluable. 

^ Fluid Hydrastis. gi. 

Celerina (Rio) gii. 

M. Sig. : Teaspoonful before each meal. 

Remarkable Fecundity. — Under this heading. Dr. J. De 
Leon, of IngersoU, Tex., tells about delivering a lady (Mrs. 
E. T. Page) of quadruplets, all four children living. They 
weighed at birth an aggregate of nineteen and one-half 
pounds. The doctor says further: *'In the country and 
'backwoods' at that, it was impossible to procure a ^wet 
nurse,' s6 with the little help we could control, and feeding 
the babies on 'Reed and Carnick's Infant Food,' they thrived 
well. From using all the foods on the market I long since 
found that the above food possessed some qualities that I 
failed to find in the others. Mrs. Page is a blonde, about 36 
years old, has given birth to fourteen children, twins three 
times before this ; one pair by her first husband. She has 
been married to Page three years and has had eight children 
in that time. I have waited on her each time." 

We are informed that at present writing the children are 
all alive, well, fat and hearty, and are being exhibited at mu- 
seums throughout the southwest. 
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The Ever Progressive House of Parke, Davis & Co. 
are out this month with some seasonable suggestions as to 
eligible remedies for prevalent diseases of hot weather. They 
have a very convenient list of intestinal sedatives, antisep- 
tics, antispasmodics and anodynes for diarrhoeal and dysen- 
teric affections, some new expectorants of note for coughs and 
colds, and a cordial liquid ipecac always reliable as an emetic 
in cases of gastric disturbance due to accumulated fermented 
food, so frequent a cause of infantile diarrhoea. By way of 
■gossip we may state that this house is largely increasing its 
facilities for the manufacture of pharmaceuticals. Buildings 
now in process of erection will double their capacity for pro- 
duction this year and a new laboratory, very complete in its 
appointments, is now being built for them in Canada. 

Hoffs Malt Extra<5\, Tarrant's. — This article has won 
an enviable reputation among the medical profession for its 
remarkable value as a nutritive tonic in convalescence and in 
all wasting diseases. It has now achieved the proud distinc- 
tion of being the only Malt Extract that has ever received an 
award of honor at a public exhibition in the German Empire. 
We regard it as a superior Malt preparation, and have found 
it valuable in all cases where a palatable nutritive tonic has 
been indicated. To guard against substitution, always specify 
TarranVs when ordering. 

Insomnia. — Extract from an article in the Medical Press 
and Circular, by Edward Warren Bey, M. D., CM., LL. D., 
D. M. P., Chevalier of the Legion of Honour, 15 Rue Caumar- 
tin, Paris: **To those familiar with the use of Bromidia 
(Battle) no argument is necessary, for it speaks for itself, by 
fulfilling the indications for which it is administered with a 
certainty, efficiency and harmlessness, which elicit at once 
the wonder of the patient and the delight of the prescriber, 
and give to the profession the assurance of possessing one 
remedy at least which approximates so near to infallibility of 
action as to justify the title of specific." 

Aletris Cordial in Hysteria. — The following prescription 
has been found to yield most excellent results in the treat- 
ment of hysteria. 

Q Tinct. Castorei B^'^* 

Tinct. Valerian Siss. 

Aletris Cordial (Rio) Svj . 

M. 8ig.: Teaspoonful four times daily. 

Dr. J. E. Pritchard of Baltimore, Md., prefers to combine 
the cordial with celerina in equal parts, giving a teaspoonful 
every three hours on one day and every four or five hours on 
the ensuing day, and he states that it has not failed to give 
relief in any case in which it has been used. 



THE ST. LOUIS 



Medical and Surgical Journal 



Whole No. 696. 
Volume LIX. August, 1890. No. 2. 



0rigtnal (Eontributions^ 

Recent Developments in Massage — Historical, Physiolog- 
icAL, Medical and Surgical. By Douglas Graham^ 
M. D., Boston, Mass. 

(Concluded.) 

the treatment of lateral curvature of the spine 

(scoliosis) by massage. 

The results obtained from the employment of massage in 
properly selected cases of lateral curvature of the spine have 
been very successful. The experience of Dr. Landerer of 
Leipzig in this affection is especially worthy of consideration. 
Habitual scoliosis he regards as that arising from superincum- 
bent weight pressing bones and joints' in wrong directions, and 
if uncorrected, ultimately producing anomalous growth. The 
cause of this is muscular weakness, and it is necessary to dis- 
tinguish this from other forms. It is in the earlier stages of 
this kind of lateral curvature that massage has been found to 
speedily bring about recovery, and in the later stages where 
the deformity has become fixed, intercostal neuralgia and 
• painful tension of the muscles are relieved and the patient 
made comfortable by the same means. 

Slight lateral curvatures of the spine are frequently found 
in otherwise well-formed people, but these might be regarded 
as physiological or natural, for they give no trouble so long 
as the muscles are strong and active. Still amongst classical 
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statues this form of scoliosis does not appear. In Swabia the 
birthplace of Dr. Landerer, women and girls carry heavy 
loads upon their heads up high mountains^ but in spite of this 
scoliosis is seldom met with amongat them. On the contrary, 
very prettily formed figures are almost exclusively found, due 
in great part to this exercise. The maidens of Capri also 
carry heavy weights upon their heads and are remarkable for 
their faultless forms. The muscles are thus made powerful 
to oppose strong lateral resistance. 

In incipient scoliosis the spinal column is exceedingly flex- 
ible and this great mobility should be regarded as the first sign 
of lateral curvature, especially when accompanied by flat back. 

Autopsy of scoliotics shows atrophy and fatty degeneration 
of the muscles of the back, especially of the concave side, 
but this must be in severe cases that have existed a long time. 

The bustle or tournure is an artificial deformity which has 
long been fashionable with ladies. But when this occurs as a 
real deformity — anterior curvature or lordosis— it is regarded 
as a great misfortune and the resources of orthopoedic surgery 
are earnestly invoked for its correction. These are massage 
gymnastics, spring supports and suitable medication. But 
anterior curvature in the lumbar region is common in some 
races, as amongst Cuban women and the inhabitants of Terra 
del Fuego, and even in some Europeans and Americans there 
ik an exaggeration of the natural antero-posterior curve which 
need not be mistaken for lordosis. 

In cases of lateral curvature from weak muscles, massage 
goes further than gymnastics, and what these accomplish 
slowly massage does in a direct manner by the hands of the 
surgeon. With cases of scoliosis in the first stage, which per- 
manently improved in a few months under Dr. Landerer's 
treatment, the children felt stronger and steadier in the back, 
and held themselves more erectly after a few stances. The 
immediate effect of massage was quite evident, yet part of the 
improvement disappeared within a short time, but gradually 
the gain became lasting. The method employed by Landerer 
is as follows: The child is laid upon the abdomen, the trunk 
bare to the lower half of the crests of the ilia, the arms 
stretched forwards. The extensors on both sides of the back 
are percussed with the balls of the little fingers from their 
origin on the pelvis upwards to the neck, at first gently, then 
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more vigoroiiBly. The concave side is percussed more strong- 
ly than the convex. The muscles on the sides of the trunk 
so far as they are connaeted with the spinal column come in 
for a share of the same. Then the extensors of the trunk 
are stroked with the fingers held in a perpendicular manner. 

I do not see why percussion should be used more energet- 
ically on the concave side, unless it be carried to an extreme 
degree so as to tire out the contracted muscles and thus cause 
them to relax. Percussion has much the same effect as farad- 
ization, and can be used in moderation to stimulate muscular 
contractility. My method of proceeding in such cases is 
somewhat different, for, seeing that lateral curvature may not 
only be favored but actually produced in those predisposed 
thereto by always sleeping on one side with high pillows 
under the head, a great part of the treatment should consist 
in having the patient lie upon the opposite side so as to 
reverse the curves. It is better that most of the massage 
should be administered with the patient in this position, for 
massage and percussion help to relax contracted muscles 
when they are stretched, and stimulate the contractility of re- 
laxed muscles. The insertion of muscles implies their attach- 
ment to the more movable parts, and as their returning 
circulation almost always runs from their insertion to their 
origin, it would seem much better to proceed with the mas- 
sage in this direction, from the neck to the pelvis. Deep 
manipulation, rapid pinching and rolling of the muscles have 
much greater influence in stimulating their nutrition and con- 
tractility than stroking, which acts more upon ihe superficial 
circulation. 

Dr. Landerer next uses manoeuvres, which act more es- 
pecially upon the skeleton, the spinal column and the frame- 
work of the chest — the redreasement. These resemble rotation 
and torsion movements, which have hitherto played an im- 
portant part in the treatment of scoliosis. After this the 
spinous processes are acted upon by stroking from behind 
upwards, and by pushing them directly towards the concave 
side so as to equalize the curves. The immediate effect of 
this is quite perceptible. Then the depressed parts of the 
tiiorax are raised by one hand gliding from the anterior as- 
pect of the chest backwards, raising the concave side, whilst 
the other presses down the projecting parts in the convex side 
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by stroking with pressure from the spinal column forwards 
around the chest, and thus the youngster is literally remod- 
elled. Prominences elsewhere, as under the scapula, receive 
special attention. Sometimes these operations can be done 
better whilst the patient stands or bends forwards. For 
special exercise of the extensors of the back, the patient is 
placed and fixed upon the anterior aspect of his legs on a 
table or couch, the body projecting beyond the edge and suf- 
ficiently supported. Then the patient elevates the trunk from 
the horizontal position backwards as far as possible by ener- 
getic contraction of the extensors, assisted if necessary. To 
finish the siance the patients are allowed to suspend them- 
selves for five or ten minutes by means of Sayre's apparatus,, 
the hand corresponding to the lower shoulder should then be 
the higher. After treatment has thus beep continued for a 
few weeks, active exercise is allowed by means of a basket 
carried upon the head with a weight of three to five kilos in 
it, which is supported by the hand of the depressed side. 
This treatment is usually given once daily, but in difficult 
cases, or where speedy cure is desired, it may be used twice 
daily. 

Whilst the patient is suspended, I have found it advan- 
tageous to manipulate, roll whilst the other presses down the 
projecting parts on the convex side and percuss the muscles of 
the back. Other well-known, beneficial aids, not spoken of by 
Landerer, are rowing, sitting on an inclined plane with the 
higher shoulder pointing towards the higher end, so that the 
patient must bend sideways in this direction and thus make a 
constant effort to keep from sliding off. Placing the arm of 
the side that corresponds to the convex dorsal curve acroes 
the front of the chest in an upward direction so as to relax 
the serratus magnus and rhomhoidei muscles whilst the arm of 
the opposite side is placed obliquely downwards behind the 
back so as to make the muscles of this side tense, forms a 
useful exercise by literally unscrewing the patient. With the 
arms in a similar position, the patient sitting on an inclined 
plane can pull elastic bands and get still more effect, as ad- 
vised by Prof. Sayre. Another useful exercise can be taken 
by putting the hand of the depressed side on the head, press- 
ing the other upon the prominent side of the chest and then 
respiring slowly and deeply. 
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Malgaigne long ago styled massage the soul of orthopsedic 
surgery. 

FLEXION AND EXTENSION V6r8U8 SUSPENSION IN LOCOMOTOR 

ATAXIA. 

There seems to be no doubt as to the benefit that locomo- 
tor ataxic patients derive from suspension by the head and 
axillae. But how this acts is still largely a matter of conjec- 
ture. That the spinal cord receives any stretching at all in 
this way is very doubtful, though the spinal nerve-roots may 
receive some. The vertebral column is elongated from 2} to 4 
centimeters (1 in. to 1.6 ins.) ; its muscles and ligaments are 
stretched. But this is accompanied with great danger in some 
cases. The same object can be obtained much more safely and 
effectually by making extension and counter-extension at both 
the head and feet simultaneously, with the patient in a hori- 
zontal position, or even on an inclined plane. 

Suspension from the elbows by the sides can act only upon 
the muscles of the trunk and chest, and in the same propor- 
tion take it off the spinal column, if suspension by the head 
be used at the same time. 

A better and more efficacious way than any of these is by 
passive and active flexion and extension of the trunk, pre- 
ceded and followed by massage. For accomplishing this, 
•every physician may have his method, called after his name, 
according to the skill and ingenuity he may display. The ex- 
periinents of Hegar^ throw much light on this subject, and 
are regarded as the most satisfactory. He laid bare the dura 
mater of the spinal cord in the dorsal region and inserted into 
it two bright threads at a distance of 12.5 centimeters from 
each other, the cadaver being in a horizontal position, back 
uppermost. Moderate flexion, produced by placing blocks 
under the chest and abdomen and bending the neck, the legs 
being free, made the distance between the threads 13 cm., an 
increase of 5 millimeters. Strong flexion in the same man- 
ner made the distance 13.2 cm., a gain of 7 millimeters in all. 
This was increased only 1 millimeter more by flexing the 
thighs upon the abdomen, with the knees extended. The ca- 
daver was then placed flat, as at first, and the distance be- 
tween the threads became 12.5 cm., as before. 

iWiewrMed. Blxtter, 1884, No. 3. 
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Both sciatic nerves were then laid bare^ and a strong pull 
made upon them, which only increased the distance between 
the threads one millimeter. The spinal column was again 
flexed; and the distance measured 13.1 cm., an increase of 6 
millimeters; and in this position the sciatic nerves were 
strongly pulled and the distance became 13.3 cm., a gain of 
8 millimeters in all. 

The next question to determine was whether the spinal 
cord itself partook in the extension. The dura mater was 
opened and two threads stitched into the substance of the 
cord, at a distance of 15.35 cm. from each other. Upon mod- 
erate flexion, this became 16.1 cm., and upon strong flexion, 
16.4 cm. Hence, we arrive at the very interesting conclusion 
that the cord itself allows greater extension than does its dura 
mater. Division Of both sciatic nerves made no difference 
upon the result. 

By means of forcible, bloodless stretching of nerve trunks, 
Gattani obtained the same results as by bloody stretching ; 
tearing of the axis cylinder, stretching of the medullary 
sheath, with subsequent degeneration and regeneration. 

We have every reason to suppose that stretching and re- 
laxing of nerve filaments, nerve trunks, and even the spinal 
cord itself, are as essential for their proper circulation and 
nourishment as muscular contraction and relaxation are for 
the nutrition and welfare of the muscles. But, of course, 
even this feature might be carried to excess. 

MASSAGE OF THE BAR — AN IMPROVEMENT ON HOMMEL'S TRAGUS 

PRESSURE. 

The Archives of Otology for 1886 tell us that Hommel has 
discarded the usual methods of mechanical treatment of the 
membrana tympani and ossicles and advocates a new method 
which he calls Tragus Press. Acting upon the supposition 
that pressure of the tragus upon the meatus renders the canal 
air-tight, and condenses the air therein sufficiently to act di- 
rectly upon the membrana tympani, he releases the pressure 
upon the tragus, and the sudden escape of the compressed air 
produces a vacuum and traction upon the membrane. Com- 
pression and attraction of the membrane are thus rapidly 
produced by exerting and relaxing pressure upon the tragus. 
Hommel suffered from chronic catarrh of the middle ear and 
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experimented in this way. upon himself and found that his 
hearing improved in several months from ten and forty centi- 
metres for the watch to 150 and 610 centimetres. A similar 
result was obtained in a boy who suffered from a perforation 
on one side and thickening and retraction ot the membrane on 
the other. Prior to this mode of treatment the watch was 
heard only at five centimetres by the left ear and twelve by 
the right. After nine months of treatment the hearing had 
improved to 160 and 340 centimetres, respectively. Hommel 
advises this sort of treatment in chronic catarrh of the middle 
ear ; in perforations of the membrane, the handle of the 
hammer still being in connection with the membrane ; in 
thickening and opacities of the membrane, and as a prophy- 
lactic against deafness developing in old age. 

In the United States this treatment is usually relegated to 
the patients themselves, and in the above named conditions 
it is not likely that they could make themselves any worse* 
But harm has been reported as a result of this procedure, and 
if any one will have it tried on his own well ears, he will find 
considerable discomfort therefrom suggestive of mischief if 
kept up. A much more agreeable and efficacious method than 
that of Hommel is, to apply the hand so that the muscles in 
front of the metacarpal bone of the thumb will fit accurately 
into and over the auricle, the rigbt hand for the left ear, and 
left for the right, and by making moderately strong, circular 
kneading in a direction backwards, upwards and outwards, 
powerful but pleasant compression and suction are created 
sensible to the hand of the operator as well as to the ear of 
the patient. This has none of the disagreeable feeling of 
** plop, plop, plop," like shooting peas into the ear which the 
'' tragus-press " of Hommel has. Indeed, HommePs method 
makes no suction at all (except in theory), for the compres- 
sion of air which it causes is so slight that its sudden libera- 
tion can not produce any appreciable vacuum as claimed by 
its advocates. That benefit has resulted from it there is no 
doubt, but we must look for a reason other than that given, 
and it is undoubtedly this, that the vessels of the cavity of 
the tympanum and the drum membrane anastamosing at the 
tragus, alternate compression and relaxation of the tragus 
produce a pump-like action on these vessels, which draws the 
blood outwards, thus making the circulation go on more 
lively, bringing more nutritive material and removing more 
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waste products, as massage does in any other part of the body. 
But the more agreeable method which I advocate possesses 
the same advantages also, besides a£Fording very decided 
compression and suction of air in the external and auditory 
canal. 

When desired the auricle can be grasped at the same 
time by the fingers behind it, the muscles at the base of the 
thumb in front, and a circular traction with the strongest pull 
exerted upwards, backwards and outwards ; but this does not 
afford so much compression and suction as when the auricle 
is not grasped. These procedures can be advantageously 
varied, and their effect increased by effleurage or stroking in 
front of the ear and on the side of the neck, which rapidly 
aids the return of the blood in the temporal vein and jugulars, 
and hastens the flow in the lymphatic vessels at the same 
time, and thus depletes not only the ear, but the whole head 
as well. Passive and resistive movements of the head would 
also quicken the circulation of this region. The head and 
face may also be mass^ed at the same sitting, which, besides 
the revulsive effect, will also have a sedative influence by 
means of the communication of the fifth pair of nerves with 
the otic ganglion. 

Any of all these manoeuvres may be attempted by patients 
on themselves, but unless their efforts are supplemented by 
those of an experienced manipulator, they will find them 
about as effectual as if they attempted to lift themselves over 
a fence by the straps of their boots, for action and reaction 
are equal and opposite. Just when they should be used and 
when not, we leave to the aurists to decide. 

None or the procedures I have referred to are the same as 
that made use by Dr. E. D. Spear for the removal of a foreign 
body from the auditory meatus. Here are his own words : 
** When a foreign body has been placed within the auditory 
meatus, and no attempts at its removal have been made, it 
will often be found in the cartilaginous portion of the canal, 
and impinging on the wall near its outer end. If the fingers 
are now pressed firmly upon the skin close to and in front of 
tragus, carried upward and around the meatus upon the 
auricle, and back again to their starting point, then lifted up, 
the manoeuvres repeated several times, the foreign body will 
be seen to move outwards, and will finally drop into the de- 
pression at the bottom of the concha." 
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•Cystic Sarcoma of Testicle. By L. C. Toney, M. D., Super- 
intendent Arizona Insane Asylum, Pbcenix, Arizona. 

Six years ago, I wrote the subjoined account of the abla- 
tion of the right testicle, and it was published in the St. Louis 
Medical and Surgical Journal and the Kansas City Medical 
Index, and about six months ago, I castrated the same patient 
for a recurrence of the same diseaae, namely, cyBtio sarcoma. 
The method of operation was not materially different, and the 
only differences were : 

1^. The left was operated on early, and hence no scrotal 
adhesions existed, and the operation lasted not nearly so long. 

2^. The patient was ansesthetized much sooner; and 

3^. No sub-sulphate of iron was used, but as the dissection 
essential in the first was absent in the second, the bsemor- 
rhage was much less. 

Prof. Bremer, of the Missouri Medical College, examined 
the specimen, but found about the same condition Prof. 
Hutchinson found in the first case related, i.e., pyperplasia; 
but it would have become sarcomatous, had I waited, as the 
organ was rapidly undergoing changes. One singular coin- 
cidence, which occurred in both cases (i.e., both operations), 
was the retention of urine about two weeks prior to each oper- 
ation. The man is now hale and hearty, and has been going 
about for some time. The scrotum was sewed up and sus- 
pended, and water dressings applied. 

The following is the quotation referred to above : ** April 
14th last, my friend, Dr. Buhrman, asked me to see with him 

a case of * enlarged testicle.^ The patient, AJr. Wm. Mc , 

had been ill some time. He related to me the following his- 
tory, which I give in his own language : 

'About three months ago I passed water with diflSculty, 
and was obliged to 'try frequently, and then only dribbling 
attended my efforts. I was somewhat subject at that time to 
constipation, and was treated for enlargement of the prostate 
gland successfully. I thought myself cured, when a month or 
six weeks since, it broke out in a new place. I observed my 
right testicle enlarging a little. I experienced no pain and 
thought it would go down, but it gradually grew larger, and 
finally assumed its present dimensions (then the size of a 
goose egg). I suppose, doctor, that this swelling has been 
coming on me long before I suspected it.' 
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The hiatory was gi^en quite intelligently, and the doctor 
informed me that no errors had been committed. I inquired 
about syphilis, but no history of that. I examined the heart. 
It was normal. Liver and kidneys normal. No enlargement 
of spleen. No severe constitutional trouble of any kind. A 
thin, watery fluid had been drawn off by Dr. Buhrman by 
means of a small aspirating needle, but the swelling was not 
lessened any by this method of treatment." 

Nationality — Irish. 

Family History. — His family never had phthisis,, syph- 
ilis, cancer or disease of malignant nature that he knows of. 
Age is seventy-six years now. Heart is normal. Prostate 
gland is enlarged. Uses a catheter. Widower with four liv- 
ing children. One child died with phthisis pulmonalis. 
** Family " above refers to his antecedents. Other children 
sound. 

Symptoms. — As above stated. The testicle was of large 
si2e, very heavy to the feel. Tactus eruditus elicited an 
uneven, rough surface. Shape very unnatural and incon- 
gruous. Opacity was well marked. The latter could be 
well observed when I looked at the organ by means of a 
lighted lamp or candle. 

The entire plexus of veins covering it were engorged, en- 
larged and quite distinctly observed. This also extended to 
the cord, and thus showed the necessity of at once proceeding 
to operate. Dr. Ball was called in on same day, who at once 
agreed with us in diagnosis and treatment, which I told him 
was simply left to one procedure, viz., ablation. He was will- 
ing to abide by our decision* and Dr. Ball gave him ether, and 
after shaving the parts, I incised through the integument 
overlying the cord, the fasciae, etc., and with an aneurism 
needle, armed with a double silk ligature, I transfixed the 
cord. I then divided it, and ligated all bleeding vessels. 
The transfixion was done to meet any untoward events, as 
hsemorrhage after the operation, or a retraction of the cord, 
a most common evil following these operations, and frequently 
ending fatally. I then made an elliptical incision in the 
scrotum — which was very firmly bound down by adhesions — 
and the incision was extended downwards, quite far enough 
to secure a thorough drainage. Although I have witnessed 
and been engaged in many similar operations in Bellevue, I 
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never saw such profuse hemorrhage. We must have applied 
about thirty ligatures, to which, together with the styptic, I 
used ferri sub-sulphas^ I attribute the success of this opera- 
tion. So firm and dense were the scrotal adhesions, that I 
was compelled to dissect them slowly away. We washed out 
the cavity with carbolic acid and glycerine, closed the wound 
with common thread sutures, and gave him one-fourth of a 
grain of sulphate of morphia hypodermically. There was 
nothing done by way of dressing, not even moisture applied ; 
a simple bandage was all, and there never was a rise of tem- 
perature. Healthy pus gradually lessened, and there was 
rapid healing of the wound. Patient has since visited me and 
had a beautiful cicatrix, and but for it, no one would know he 
had ever been operated upon. A month or so after the oper- 
ation, he was as well and active as he ever was, and has, I 
know, remained so up to the present time. 

Pathology. — I carefully examined the specimen and 
found the tunica albuginea greatly distended. Microscope 
showed round and spindle-shaped cells, and cavity contained 
grape and mustard seed cysts. Disorganization of the sem- 
iniferous tubules and fibrous bands ran through the cavity, 
which was filled with a nasty, disagreeable and homogenous 
mucoid fluid. 

What is the disease ? Is cystic sarcoma cancer ? Let 
us analyze the topic. Some authors assert that it is a non- 
malignant growth. Shakespeare and Simes, the noted authors 
on pathology, say that '^ cystic sarcomata have been con- 
founded with malignant cysts of the testicle," and yet upon 
the face of this, they say *' cystic sarcomata, after remaining 
localized for a time, at length break through the tunica albu- 
ginea, and become generalized and malignant." It appears 
to the writer, that the most orthodox view to take is that 
sarcoma is cancer, for what says the eminent Mr. Hutchinson, 
of London, professor of clinical surgery at the London Hos- 
pital? He says: '^The term cancer is used in its clinical 
sense and as including sarcoma, and not in its limited, an- 
atomical sense, applying only to purely carcinomatous 
growths." Mr. Hutchinson says there is what might be 
called a *' pre-cancerous stage," and in one of his lectures he 
cited a case in support of this view, and which is just what 
our case was exactly. We give it to support our views, and 
think such eminent authority ought to be good proof. 
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It was that of an old gentleman whom Mr. Hutchicson 
saw in consultation some years ago. One testicle had en- 
larged, and was slowly increasing in size. The surgeons 
who saw the case agreed that it was probably not malignant, 
and recommended non-interference. It continued to grow, 
however, and was at last removed solely by request of the 
patient^ who had all along been anxious about it lest it should 
be cancerous. It was examined microscopically, and was 
found to be simply in a condition of inflammatory hyperpla- 
sia, and no signs whatever of malignancy were discoverable. 
The patient recovered from the operation, no further trouble 
manifested itself, and his medical attendants came to the con- 
clusion that his testicle had been really unnecessarily re- 
moved. Two years elapsed. The remaining testicle then 
began to enlarge in the same way in which the other bad done. 
Remembering the result of the previous operation, the sur- 
geons strongly advised the patient against operation. As 
before, it continued to enlarge until finally it reached a con- 
siderable size. At last even the surgeons began to be alarmed, 
and the patient's anxiety was extreme. The testicle was 
finally removed at the urgent request of the patient. It was 
examined and proved to contain a well marked sarcomatous 
growth. The inference was that the one first removed would, 
if allowed to remain, have also acquired a sarcomatous struc- 
ture, and that the inflammatory hyperplasia found was a con- 
dition leading up to that of actual malignancy. 

I think the above case proves conclusively that the opera- 
tion of taking out sarcoma prolongs the life of the patient, as 
in this case the patient's life has already been prolonged six 
years, and he will perhaps live se^reral more. 



Clinical Heports. 

Three Casks of Fatal Pericarditis with Autopsies in 
Two.* By Dr. Lange, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

I wish to report three fatal cases of pericarditis. The first 
was a large German previously healthy with no discoverable 
hereditary taint except that his mother had died of some lung 
disease at the age of thirty-two. This man was a cooper by 
occupation and boasted of his previous excellent health. He 

* Read before Alleghany County Medical Society June 17, 1890. 
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presented on examination the usual signs of pericarditis ex- 
cept that of pain. He presented in addition the ordinary 
signs and symptoms of a slight fever. Pericarditis was sus* 
pected in this case, and during the next three weeks under 
observation it was ascertained to exist. This man died of 
heart failure on the water closet. The autopsy showed the 
heart to be the so-called hairy heart. There were numerous 
and strong adhesions between the parietal and visceral layers. 
Other lesions consisting of organized bands from the visceral 
to the parietal pericardium of from a quarter to an inch in 
length, and as strong as the chordse tendinese. These must 
have exerted a potent and pernicious influence upon the con* 
traction and rotation of the organ. Still other bands were free 
at one extremity which floated in the very limited amount of 
eflusion. This was a tubercular pericarditis and nowhere 
else throughout the body was tubercle discovered. 

The second case occurred in an Italian aged thirty-five^ 
who had a left-sided, lower-lobed croupous pneumonia accom- 
panied by a pleuritic efl'usion large enough to require tappings 
In the third week, resolution not happening, the pneumonia 
became purulent, and thus developed the secondary pericardi- 
tis. On autopsy the heart was found to be like the, first and 
the eflusion to be small. This patient died while sitting on 
the edge of his bed. 

The third case was an Irishman, a very active man, yard- 
master at one of the railroads here. He came to my office 
complaining of shortness of breath, and presented the signs, 
symptoms and phenomena of a mild fever. He had no pain, 
little headache, little backache, general malaise, anorexia, in 
short all the signs and symptoms of a slight fever, a pericar- 
diac friction murmur, and a tumbling heart, but no enlarged 
area of cardiac dullness. Dyspnoea was his only complaint. 
He had it two months and it was growing. After two weeks 
he thought himself so well that we could not restrain him. 
He would leave his bed and go about his room. One Sunday 
morning he sent for a barber to shave him. He got up, sat 
on a chair, took the Sunday paper to look it over and fell 
dead. There was no post-mortem. From repeated physical 
examinations I believe the conditions would have been found 
as in the other cases. In pericarditis of gravity, which cases 
constitute the small minority, there is one remedy to which 
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we at last arrive. This is digitalis. It is said that digitalis 
is proper to strengthen the action of the heart. My exper- 
ience with these cases and others lead me to think that digi- 
talis has very little effect in increasing the power of the heart 
in pericarditis. 

Another point is that death from pericarditis, which is us- 
ually ascribed to the size of the effusion when it is large may 
be due rather to interference with the action of the heart by 
adhesion. It is my opinion that this latter is frequently, and 
that large effusions are rarely, the cause of death. Large ef- 
fusions belong rather to those inflammations of the pericar- 
dium which complicate rheumatism and nephritis, and which 
are not fatal. When the effusion is large, what can we ex- 
pect from digitalis ? The interference in this case is not with 
contraction — but with the filling — the diastole of the heart ; 
and this being purely a muscular relaxation is uninfluenced 
by digitalis. The only effect then that we should expect is 
^that which would happen after the administration of digitalis 
in for instance, the granular degeneration of typhoid fever, 
pneumonia, or any disease of gravity and duration ; And this 
it must be confessed, is little. The effect, indeed, would be 
less, for even if the systole should be improved by digitalis, 
the diastole cannot be, and consequently the intra-arterial 
tension is not increased. On the other hand, if the adhesions 
constitute the obsacle to efficient contractions, we can under- 
stand how an increase of power in systole by digitalis, might 
fracture, tear off or free the parietal from the visceral peri- 
cardium, and thus allow an increased quantity of blood in 
the arterial system. But I have not observed this to happen 
and the administration of digitalis for pericarditis is preg- 
nant with disappointment, and is in striking contrast with its 
effects in heart dilatation. 

A Case of Instantaneous Death from Lightning. By C. H. 
Powell, A.M., M.D., St. Louis. 

Some few weeks ago, immediately following the remark- 
able electrical display accompanying a severe storm. Doctor 
Quarles and myself were summoned to see a boy said to be 
struck by lightning. Arriving we found the patient in 
articulo mortis, death having evidently taken place imme- 
diately. 
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Patient was about 14 years of age, and over the anterior 
surface of his body presented no lesions whatever. The 
facies were cyanotic, the abdomen tense, tympanitic and 
emitted a marked cadaveric odor. Examining him poste- 
riorly, however, was afforded ample evidence to arrive at the 
cause of death. Just at the base of the skull we observed 
the hairs singed as if come in contact with a sudden flame. 
The neck was blackened, and over the vertebra prominens 
existed an abrasion about the size of a dime. This black- 
ened condition then extended the entire length of the spine. 
We were told that the boy was seated on the floor alongside 
of his invalid mother confined to her bed. Patient had his 
back to the wall with a lace curtain intervening when death 
occurred. An examination showed a round hole burned in 
the curtain about the size of a quarter of a dollar ; pushing 
the curtain aside brought to view a small round hole leading 
from the plaster and wood-work, about the size of a hole 
made by a bullet of 22-calibre. In the sitting posture it was 
found that the patient's occiput came in immediate contact 
f with this hole. This was in the East wall. The North wall 

adjoining presented a similar groove about six feet from the 
floor. This groove began and terminated with a correspond- 
ing opening. The ceiling above had the plastering destroyed 
to the extent of about three feet square. Viewing the house 
from the outside revealed the cornice stripped off about two 
feet from each corner, but untouched between. Taken all 
together the occurrence struck me as being remarkable. Had 
the poor fellow who met his death so unexpectedly been but 
a few feet from the spot where the fatal bolt ploughed its 
way he would have escaped. His mother and several other 
members of the family were in the room at the time, but none 
received the slightest shock. 

From the seat of the stroke in our patient, death could 
have been only instantaneous. 

4900 Easton Ave. 



A New Hospital at Zanzibar. — The emperor of Ger- 
many has subscribed 20,000 marks to help in the establish- 
ment of a new German hospital at the capital of Zanzibar, in 
East Africa. 
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(Eorrespon&ence. 

IS THE USE OF HYPNOTISM DANGEROUS? 

Editors St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal: 

On the evening of June 7th, Dr. L. Bremer read a paper 
before the St. Louis Medical Society, entitled ''The dangers 
of Hypnotism and its Abuses." In it he reviewed the rise 
and fall of the Brown-Sequard Elixir vitse, the Stephens 
treatment for chorea and epilepsy, Christian Science, etc., etc., 
and finished by classing hypnotism and the treatment by 
hypnotic suggestions among them. He claimed that repeat- 
ed hypnotizations would weaken the mind of the patient to 
such an extent that eventually insanity would follow I The 
reasons he gave for this claim were as follows: 1^. Because 
he had treated a man who after taking active part in spirit- 
ualistic seances repeatedly, and who also had been hypnot- 
ized several times, became insane and believed himself in a 
trance I 2°. Because he knew a young man without any family 
history of epilepsy, who had developed that disease, and who 
had been hypnotized when a boy ! 3®. Because the doctor 
himself had failed to cure a mentally deranged patient of her 
delusions by hypnotism ! 4°. Because the susceptibility to 
hypnosis was a symptom of insanity or great nervous irrita- 
bility, or would eventually lead to madness ! 6°. Because the 
subject believed that the hypnotizer was possessed of super- 
natural power, and this belief would tend to lead the subject 
to insanity, etc., etc. 

Within the past twelve months I have hypnotized from 
five to fifteen persons every day for various pains and ills. I 
have kept an account of the most interesting cases, and some 
patients were hypnotized for months repeatedly, and can 
state positively that I have never seen the slightest deleter- 
ious result follow. On the contrary, persons who before being 
hypnotized were gloomy and downhearted, became spirited 
and gay, and instead of believing me possessed of supernat- 
ural power, the majority of patients did not seem to think it 
at all strange that they slept, and took it for what it was,, 
namely, a new remedy or medicine, and very easy to take at 
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that. If one or the other patient after being awakened did 
complain of dizziness or headaohe, a renewal of the hypnosis 
with the suggestion that there would be no dizziness or head- 
ache, was sufficient in every case to make those symptoms 
disappear. The hypnotizer has always the most potent and 
safe remedy at hand, wherewith he can overcome any and all 
untoward symptoms, namely ''suggestion." 

Every physician uses more or less suggestion in each and 
every case he is treating with or without his knowledge. As 
he enters the sick chamber with pleasant face, and with 
cheerful words encourages the patient, what is he doing but 
employing suggestion, in the waking state? Is the process 
of hypnotism anything else but suggesting sleep ? If I say to 
a patient : **Now, place yourself in the position you generally 
assume when going to sleep, make yourself as comfortable as 
you can, lie perfectly quiet and fix your eyes on mine, you 
will presently feel a numbness in your limbs and arms, your 
eyelids are getting heavy, think of nothing else than of going 
to sleep, you are getting drowsy, the desire to sleep comes 
more and more, your eyelids are closing, you will be asleep 
in a few seconds, and when you awake you will feel refreshed 
and ever so much better, now close your eyes and sleep f 
sleep I" or similar words, conveying the same meaning, what 
else am I doing than the mother putting her baby to sleep, 
only that the patient is a grown baby ? Is it possible that the 
nervous system can be injured and irritated by this proced- 
ure? 

I cannot believe it, and on the contrary I am convinced 
that the agitated and irritated nerves can be quieted and 
soothed by suitable suggestions as it has been demonstrated 
by the authority quoted by Dr. B. himself, when Prof, von 
Kraflt-Ebing prevented the threatening hystero-epileptic at- 
tack of lima Szandor, by placing her in the hypnotic state. 

For these reasons, I cannot endorse the stand taken by 
Dr. 6. that only physicians, who make a special study of the 
diseases of the nervous system should employ hypnotic sug- 
gestion as a remedy. The gybsecologist, the surgeon, and the 
general practitioner should use this remedy as well as the 
neurologist. The work cut out for the neurologist and phy- 
siologist is to discover and describe the exact process, 
which is going on during the hypnotic state as well as 
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the causes which lead to it. The time has arrived^ when 
every member of the profession, be he country or city physi- 
cian, specialist or general practitioner must make himself fa- 
miliar with the technique of producing hypnosis as well as 
with its results, be they good or bad. It will not do to say : 
* 'Oh that is humbug! I have seen persons mesmerized by 
charlatans and quacks fifty years ago, it is nothing but char- 
latanism," etc., etc., when such eminent men in the profes- 
sion as Charcot,Bernheim, A. Voisin, Berillon, Dumontpallier, 
Binswanger, von KraflFt-Ebing, Forel, Nonne, Sperling and 
many others have taken up this remedy, carefully noted its 
results and are daily applying it in their private as well as in 
their public practice. The defenders of hypnotism and hyp- 
notic suggestions do not claim that it is a cure-all by any 
means, but that it is a valuable aid in the treatment of various 
diseases; that judiciously applied it is absolutely harmless; 
that it should be applied only by responsible medical men; 
that instead of producing nervous irritability, epilepsy or in- 
eanity^ it has cured these ailments in many authenticated in- 
stances ! Dr. B. has quoted von Krafil-Ebing as an eminent 
authority on this question to substantiate the stand he has 
taken. Allow me to quote a no less eminent authority on 
hypnotism. Dr. Auguste Voisin, physician of the Salpe- 
triere and member of the Medico-Psychological Society of 
Paris, who read a paper before the First International Con- 
gress of Hypnotism, held in Paris in August, 1889, and at 
which such men as Prof. Charcot, Brown-S6quard, Brouardel, 
Chas. Richet, Azam, Lombroso and Mesnet did not deem it 
beneath their dignity to act as Presidents-d'Honneur, en- 
titled, on **The indication of hypnotism and hypnotic sug- 
gestions in the treatment of mental diseases and diseases of 
the nervous system" says as follows : 

I have said, it is now several years ago, that if all insane 
persons were hypnotizable, it would be a grand achievement! 

The experience which I have gained since then, only con- 
firms this opinion. Nothing can be more satisfactory than to 
have a remedy at hand, which in a very short time, occasion- 
ally in two or three stances, will relieve an insane person of 
his or her delusion and hallucination. It is the best demon- 
stration, to disarm the incredulity of the doubting physician, 
as to the virtue of the remedy. 
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The impossibility to hypnotize insane patients was con- 
sidered as absolute before my first attempt made in that di- 
rection in 1880. Since then success having encouraged my 
efforts, I have tried hypnotism on every insane patient com- 
ing under my care, and I am happy to state that I have 
succeeded in hypnotizing about ten per cent., but I hope to 
arrive at a higher percentage, by perfecting and multiplying 
the process which I employ. 

I have employed this treatment in all mental and allied 
•disorders, moral perversions, vices, abuse of drink, abuse of 
•medicine, onanism, defective memory and intelligence, con- 
vulsive attacks, disturbances of the senses and the general 
sensibility, neuralgias, intellectual and moral perturbations 
•caused by disorders of menstruation, etc., etc. 

I need not say that it is necessary to use great patience 
and much time. I have worked with some patients for two 
^nd three hours at a time before I succeeded in hypnotizing 
ihem. I have varied the process, and frequently re-com- 
menced the stances as often as eighteen to twenty times be- 
fore I gave up the hope of eventual success. 

The suggestions must be limited at first ; they must be 
made in a loud tone of voice, formulated precisely and artic- 
ulated with the conviction of success and authoritatively. It 
is essential to never say in the hearing of the patient, that 
his disease is grave or incurable, but on the contrary it is 
necessary to assert that he will get well. 

He (Voison) then reported some cases in detail and pre- 
Hsented to the members of the congress a number of his former 
patients, who were cured by hypnotic suggestions and exper- 
ienced no relapse for several years, and who had been sum- 
moned and appeared for that purpose. He concluded his ad- 
dress in the following words : Gentlemen ! I have endeav- 
ored every day in the past, and will do so in the future to en- 
large the horizon of suggestive therapeutics. I cannot encour- 
^e you too much to follow and engage in this practice I The 
practice of hypnotic suggestions will give you satisfaction, 
and the more you employ it, the more will you be impressed 
with the importance of the discoveries of Braid, Liebeault 
and Bernheim ! ! I 

l^ow to come to some of the objections brought forward by 
Dr. B. to show the dangler of hypnotism. In the first place, 
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can the doctor state positively that the man who became in- 
sane and believed himself in a trance, would not have devel- 
oped insanity had he never heard of hypnotism ? Shall we 
abandon hypnotism and all its advantages and benefits, be- 
cause some person of weak mind may go crazy on the sub- 
ject? Visit our insane asylums and sanitariums, public or 
private, and inquire how many of the inmates are insane on 
religious subjects or suffering from the abuse of opium ! Shall 
we throw religion away as dangerous, because some persons 
will go mad on religion? Because some men or women will 
poison themselves with opium or become opium fiends, shall 
we therefore discontinue the use of opiates when and where 
indicated? I say no!! And I am satisfied that every un- 
prejudiced physician will coincide with me. As I have said 
before, the defenders of suggestive therapeutics claim that 
hypnotism in the hands of responsible physicians and ju- 
diciously applied is absolutely harmless and productive of 
much good, and from my own experience, which has not been 
gained by simply looking on, and which, as many can cor- 
roborate, has been quite extensive, I can warmly and heartily 
endorse this claim. 

Again, can it be proven that the young man to whom the 
doctor referred to in his paper, would not have developed epi- 
lepsy, had he never been hypnotized when a boy ? Would 
any one be reckless enough to suggest to a hypnotized person 
that he or she would have epileptic seizures ? And in what 
other way couW epilepsy be developed by hypnotism, except 
by that suggestion ? 

Gentlemen ! All that I ask of you, is to investigate for 
yourselves the merits of hypnotic suggestions. As conserv- 
ators of the best interests of suffering humanity it is our duty 
as physicians, whose province it is to cure and relieve, to for- 
cibly wrest this valuable adjunct to the physician's resources 
from the hands of charlatans and quacks, and make it do the 
bidding of intelligent healers I It belongs to the medical pro- 
fession ! You will be astonished as well as gratified at the 
results obtained, and I am satisfied, that with careful applica- 
tion of this remedy, you will never see any untoward symp- 
toms follow. Benno von Steinmetz, M. D.. 

1412 Market St., St. Louis. 



1890.] 93 



€bitortaI Department 



, M. D., I 

., A. M., M. D.) 



Frank L. James, Ph. D., M. D., 

AND • 5- Editors. 

A. H. Ohmann-Dumesnil, 



Frank M. Rumbold, M. D., Business Manager. 



Terms, $2.00 per annum, in advance. Foreign Countries 

within the Postal Union, $2.25. 
All communications should be addressed to Box 626, St. Louis. 



SCHOOLS IN MEDICINE. 



It is apparently a strange anomaly to the student of human 
^nature that individuals who are members of the most enlight- 
ened race should stultify themselves in such a flagrant man- 
ner as we daily observe. This absurdity is not confined to 
any one nationality, creed, or profession but seems like the 
broad mantle of charity, to cover all. We, of course, are 
more particularly interested in the medical profession and we 
have often wondered why it is that the different "so-called'' 
schools exist. The very claim of being attached or belonging 
to a school implies in itself that the individual making such 
-claim is one whose ideas are narrow, whose judgment is re- 
stricted, and whose moral power is diminished. The pro- 
fession of medicine is, in a large measure, one dependent upon 
experimental practice. The experience of the individual is 
continually enlarging and the cumulative mass of the aggre- 
gate of individuals makes a merely tentative process either 
one of undoubted usefulness or the opposite. 

It is chiefly for this reason that nearly all conclusions are 
of necessity based upon a priori methods and it is for this 
reason also that the testimony of the few competent greatly 
outbalances that of the many incompetent. Taking this factor 
into consideration it becomes evident that if the same causes 
produce the same effects, under the same circumstances, the 
•danger of a post hoc conclusion becomes proportionately di- 
minished as the mass of supporting evidence becomes 
<^reater. Granted such a condition, a tentative rule may be 
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formulated after Bufficieut evidence has been gathered, as well 
as the various variations which themselves seem to follow 
some law. 

Taking these conditions into consideration, it becomes a 
question how it is possible for diverse schools to exist under 
them. Is it because some make their '4aw8^^ first and then 
endeavor to bend facts to them; or, is it because their judg- 
ment is so warped as to force them to look from only one point 
of view ; or, are they too narrow to appreciate the fact that in 
medicine there is no fixed rule and that while one cause may 
apparently produce different eflFects, in a similar way, appar- 
ently diverse causes may produce the same effect? 

The question which now presents itself is how can 
"schools" or **systems" of medidine logically arise? The 
absurdity of claiming anything of the kind is so apparent that 
it is dif&cult to understand that intelligent people should be 
'Haken in" by such bare-faced pretensions. There can be 
but one school — ^that composed of men educated in their pro- 
fession who endeavor to restore their patients to the normal 
state by those means which they have found the best in such 
cases. The true homoeopath, the eclectic, the hydropath, et 
id omne genus are merely examples of perverted types. They 
are useful for certain purposes, but they certainly can not 
claim to be valuable to the individual applying to them for 
his physical ailments. They have all added a little to the 
general fund, but have used that as a means of self-infiation 
which, if persisted in, is the certain precursor of total col- 
lapse. 

EDITORIAL NOTES. 

The United States and its Doctors furnishes a text to 
the New York Medical Record which goes on to state that 
there is certainly no more curious social phenomenon than 
that of the extraordinary popularity of the medical calling in 
this country as a means of securing a livelihood. The subject 
is one that is often dwelt upon, but we doubt if many even 
yet realize the grotesque misproportion which medicine in 
the United States holds to other bread-winning occupations. 
Here are some of the naked facts in the matter : France has 
38,000,000 of population, 11,995 doctors, while it graduates 
624 medical students in one year. Germany has 45,000,(XX> 
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of popniation, about thirty thousand doctors, and graduates 
935 students in one year. The United States has about sixty 
millions of population, nearly one hundred thousand doctors, 
13,091 medical students, and graduates 8,740 students in one 
year. Germany, which has relatively less than half as many 
doctors as America, is already groaning over its surplus. 
When one compares France with this country, the excess of 
medical men here seems most astonishing. A comparison of 
the United States with European countries, in whatever way 
it is made, leads one to think that there is something almost 
morbid in our medical fecundity. 

An Evil Needing Correction. — Under the above caption 
the Dental Cosmos makes the following pertinent remarks, 
which every one who '*has been there" will heartily endorse: 
We have had frequent occasions to note the unwarranted 
modifications made by the authors in the reports of remarks 
made at association meetings^ when the stenographer's report 
which we had reason to believe was substantially correct, has 
been transmitted to them for correction. When proof is 
sent to writers or speakers, it is for the purpose of enabling 
them to correct any inaccuracies in the report, and to make 
such minor modifications of language as will more clearly 
express the thought intended to be conveyed. An extended 
elaboration twice or three times the space occupied by a 
stenographic report, including remarks which had not been 
uttered, or such changes in sense as to make the remarks 
of the speakers who followed without meaning, is not an un- 
usual occurrence. Instances are not rare in which, when a 
speaker has been criticised by subsequent speakers to his dis- 
advantage, the portions of the remarks animadverted upon 
are eliminated, making it necessary that the strictures should 
also be eliminated. This is manifestly unfair, and imposes 
an unpleasant necessity upon an editor. Smart rejoinders 
are sometimes interpolated which did not occur to the speaker 
until after the adjournment of the meeting, and which had 
they been spoken, would probably have been met by a keen 
retort; but as no opportunity for reply was afforded, the gen- 
tleman thus interpolating his later wit is left, apparently, 
master of the field, upon which he had been actually van- 
quished. It would seem that when a speaker has either pur- 
posely or inadvertently expressed an opinion, employed an 
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argument^ or made a statement which the criticisms of his 
confreres have caused him to regret, the legitimate course is, 
in the language of the ring, to ^Hake his punishment like 
a man." Such course would save reporters and editors much 
unmerited criticism for careless reportorial work, or unneces- 
sary and injudicious editing. 



Znicroscopy. 

Rates to the Detroit Meeting of the American Soci- 
ety of Microscopists. — We have received notification that 
the Central Traffic Association, embracing the territory from 
St. Louis to Pittsbargh, Pa., and Buffalo, N. Y., have granted 
the usual reduction of one third in round trip rates. The 
** convention rule " as it is called will prevail, the purchaser 
paying full fare going and one-third fare returning, the ticket 
for the latter being issued upon presentation of the Secre- 
tary's certificate of attendance. It is probable that all other 
lines centering in Detroit will follow suit. 

Latent Life — A New Biological Discovery. — Prof. 
Ranvier, in connection with the description of the method of 
microscopical study described by him in this issue of the 
Journal gives the following discovery in general biology 
made by him with the aid of his new technique: *' It is a 
well-known fact/' says he, '*that the tissues of the mammi- 
fers, twenty-four hours after death — that is to say, after the 
abolishment of respiration, circulation and innervation, no 
longer present physiological reactions. It is a fact, neverthe- 
less, that anatomical elements removed from the animal 
prior to this extinction and preserved under certain condi- 
tions retain life at the end of forty-eight hours. I was able 
to demonstrate the truth of this paradoxical proposition by 
the following experiment. From a rabbit which I was about 
to decapitate for another purpose, I removed by the aid of a 
pipette, thoroughly sterilized by heat, a drop of peritoneal 
lymph which I placed on a moist-chamber slide likewise 
previously sterilized. I closed the preparation with melted 
paraffin and put the slip in my laboratory, when the tem- 
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perature was between 50® and^60® F. At the end of fortjp 
eight hours, having placed the preparation in the warm bath 
{as described elsewhere) I saw a great number of the lymph 
cells still putting forth amoeboid prolongations, by means of 
which they moved from point to point. Before raising the 
temperature these cells were spherical and immobile. They 
were therefore then in a state of latent life, a sort of hiber- 
nation from which heat alone was necessary to evoke them. 

New Merhod of Studying the Elements and Tissues 
of Living Animals. — Prof. Ranvier communicates the fol- 
lowing to the Journal de Micrographie : The apparatus known 
as * warm stage,' Mife slide/ etc., and generally employed in 
the study of the microscopic anatomy of warm-blooded ani- 
mals, are difficult to manage and at best give only proximate 
results. Without referring further to them I propose here to 
<;all attention to a much more simple method of procedure, 
easy of application and which involves no outlay for costly 
special apparatus. It is simply to plunge the base of the 
microscope and the object to be examined in a bath of tepid 
water (from 98® to 103° F.). 

This is the principle — but in order to obtain satisfactory 
results there are details which must be rigidly adhered to, 
and which I propose to indicate presently. 

The microscope which is to be devoted to this special 
work should be of simple model. That constructed by the 
Paris opticians for the purpose of selecting silk-worm eggs 
by Pasteur's process is admirably adapted to the purpose. 
As the examination is to be made in water it will be neces- 
sary to employ immersion objectives, either with or without 
cover-glass correction. The preparation to be examined is 
carefully protected with paraffin in order to guard against the 
admission of water thereto. The objective should be heated 
to about 104° to 106° F. before the stand is placed in the 
water, as otherwise moisture will collect on the inner surface 
of the lenses, which would, of course impair or prevent 
vision, and would necessitate the removal of the lenses, dry- 
ing, replacing, etc., all of which are troublesome and con- 
sume time. 

The vessel used for the purpose is a beaker 5 inches high 
-and 5} or 6 inches in diameter. Distilled water should be 
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employed and this should be boiled and filtered just prior to 
use, allowing it to cool down to the proper temperature. 
The amount of water should be such that the object to be 
examined (which is held on the stage by clips in the usual 
way) is not submerged deeper than from one-half to one 
centimetre (from 0.2 to 0.4 inch). A thermometer should be 
kept near the preparation, as the temperature of the water is 
affected by the mass of the microscope base, and of the 
parietes of the containing vessel. The histological specimen 
and the thermometer being in the same condition the indica- 
tions of the latter may be regarded as exact. The tempera- 
ture of 37^ to 39^ C. (98.5^ to 102^ F.), will be found that 
most suitable to living elements, and it can be maintained 
under ordinary circumstances sufficiently long to conduct 
experiments such as are usually made in the laboratory, but 
if the examination or experimentation continues longer than 
ten or twelve minutes a fresh portion of warm water should 
be added after removing sufficient to preserve the former 
level. (Another and probably better method of preserving 
uniform level is to place the vessel containing the microscope 
and liquid in another, larger in diameter but not so high, and 
and allow the superfluous fluid in the inner vessel to escape 
through an opening made exactly at the desired level ; or 
the inner vessel might be made of the exact height required, 
and the overflow would thus preserve the level.) 

Distilled water should be employed because well water 
or even rain water that has stood any length of time contains 
impurities which filtering cannot entirely remove, but which 
are gradually deposited on the object or the lenses and thus 
affect results. The precaution of previous boiling is insisted 
upon because distilled water unless very fresh contains suffi- 
cient atmospheric air to cause bubbles to form on the mirror 
and around the field lens of the objective. When this hap- 
pens in spite of boiling take a camel's hair pencil and brush 
the bubbles away as fast as they form. 

It is only a month since I happened to conceive of this 
method of work, yet during this time I have been enabled to 
do more real serviceable work in the direction of studying 
living tissues than I had been able to accomplish in the 
twenty previous years of work with the old apparatus. In 
the meantime I have been enabled to demonstrate to many 
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others^ notably those who follow my regular course of lessons 
a great many things and thus give them ocular proof of what 
under the old way they would have had to take my word for. 
Among these I may mention the division of lymphatic cellft 
in the mammifers. F. L. J. 



Dermatology anb (Benito^Urinary Diseases. 

Treatment of Itch. — The method practiced by Prof. Ed*, 
de Smet at PH6pital St. Pierre^ of Brussels, is claimed by 
that gentleman to be short and efficacious (Journal des Maloh 
diea Cutanies et Syphilitiques). It may be briefly stated as 
follows: 1^. The preparatory treatment consists in taking a 
hot alkaline bath in which the patient remains for a half-hour, 
rubbing the affected parts in the meantime. Subcarbonate of 
potassa in water in the strength of 1 to 800 is the best. 2^. 
The following liquid is energetically applied with a brush, the 
patient standing before a fire : 

9 Oalc. viv 1 

Sulfttr 2J 

Aquae .10 

M. 

About a quart of this mixture should be used at one treat- 
ment; lasting from 20 to 30 minutes. 3®. An emollient or 
feebly alkaline bath is taken, lasting a half-hour. If neces- 
sary, starch flour may be subsequently applied. While these 
different operations are going on, the clothing is subjected to 
a high heat in order to destroy the parasites completely. The 
whole treatment lasts one hour and a-balf, and the patient is 
said to be cured. 

Pathogeny of Eczema. — In a lecture on the pathology 
of eczema (Annales de Dermatologie et de Syphiligraphie) Prof. 
Henri Leloir makes the following classification of so-called 
idioptlthic eczema, based upon the pathogeny of the process i 
1^ Eczema due to a certain inherent weakness of the skin or 
of certain tegumentary areas which produces, in some degree, 
a predisposition so that external irritants which do not pro-^ 
duce the affection in a normal skin will do so in these in- 
stances. 2®. That caused by irritation from within, the caus& 
being toxic substances contained in the organism. 3^. Eczem 
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due to the irritation of more or less altered sweat. 4^. Ec- 
zema of nervous origin. 5^. Eczema due to the irritation 
caused by micro-organisms — the so-called parasitic eczema. 
6^ Seborrhceic eczema, of Unna, whose independent exist- 
ence is insisted upon by Leloir. He considers eczema as a 
polymorphous dermatitis, in a pathological point of view, 
whose principal characteristics are, on the one hand, an atyp- 
ical keratinization of the epidermis (in general, akeratiniza- 
tion) ;.and on the other, of a more or less cedematous hyper- 
semia of the derma with predominant serous exudation — a 
dermatitis most often accompanied by the production of char- 
acteristic elementary, or primary, lesions whose principal 
types are : papules, vesicles, vesico-pustules, and sometimes 
bullae. 

Coloring Ointments. — H. G. Brookes states, in the 5ri- 
tiah Journal of Dermatology , that patients who are suflering 
from some perhaps not very extensive lesion of the face are 
naturally averse to advertise the fact by smearing it over with 
white, brown, or greenish-colored ointments, and they fre- 
quently shirk the application of even colorless salves when 
these produce a very apparent patch of greasiness. An at- 
tempt is*s6baetimes made to remove these objections by the 
addition of carmine or of calamine ; but as both these sub- 
stances contrast rather than match with the color of the skin, 
the final result is not much better, perhaps even more con- 
spicuous than the original. The external color of the skin, 
from an artist's point of view, is based on a mixture of white 
with various shades of vermilion and yellow browns, into 
which only a tinge of carmine may be sometimes incorporated; 
and it is with these tones which we must work in order to pro- 
duce colored ointment which effectively imitates the tint of 
the normal skin. Among the best substances to employ for 
this purpose is the common Armenian red bole, together with 
a slight amount of raw umber to subdue its rather brilliant 
<5olor. 

Syphilitic Multiple Neuritis.— Multiple neuritis is a dis- 
ease which is yet comparatively unknown. While a great 
amount of work had been done in leading to a better knowl- 
-edge of this affection, it is only within the past five or six 
years that it has become understood. Multiple neuritis of 
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syphilitic origin, especially, has received the attention of but 
few observers, most probably because our knowledge of the 
general subject is yet in its infancy ; the number of cases in 
which syphilis is the cause is very small ; and because the 
connection of the syphilis is overlooked for some reason or 
other. Dr. R. W. Taylor has written a very interesting arti- 
cle upon this subject in the New York Medical Journal^ and he 
reports a case which has been under his observation for a 
number of years. The case has been pronounced an undoubted 
one of multiple neuritis. The patient was a woman, in whom 
the nervous symptoms produced mutilations of the hands and 
feet, resembling those seen in leprosy, and the general resem- 
blance of some of the features to the neurotic symptoms of 
leprosy is a point which is at least interesting, if not valuable, 
in leading to certain conclusions in other respects. 

EffecSl oi Burns on the Urine. — Dr. C. E. Quinquaud 
has been conducting a large series of experiments on animals, 
in order to determine the effects of artificially produced in- 
flammations of the skin upon the nutrition and metabolic 
changes taking place in the body. Among others, the follow- 
ing is selected as an interesting experiment: He states, in La 
Tribune M6dicale,i\idX after burns the functions of the bladder 
are disturbed, the quantity of urine voided in 24 hours being 
about one-third of the norifial, this condition lasting several 
days. Those matters in the urine, capable of undergoing fer- 
mentation, diminish, as also the phosphoric acid and urea, 
and, in this connection, the author makes a point which may 
modify to some extent the ideas entertained as to febrile path- 
ology. It is held, as a rule, that fever is characterized by an 
increased elimination of nitrogenized products. In the above 
experiments, a febrile movement always set in within twenty- 
four hours after the lesions had been produced, but an ulti- 
mate analysis of the urine conclusively demonstrated a. 
marked decrease of the total nitrogen below the normal, this 
decrease amounting, sometimes, to one-half. 

Tertiary Syphilis of Mammary Glands. — In his recent 
treatise on Tertiary Syphilis, M. Charles Mauriac states that 
tertiary syphilis manifests itself in the mamma in the form of 
sclerous infiltration, or of gummy tumors. The former is seen 
in both sexes, being a little more frequent in males. It is a 
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precocious manifestation, showing itself at the end of the sec- 
ondary period, the accompanying phenomena being slight and 
readily yielding to specific treatment. The gummata are seen 
much oftener in males. They begin as small, well-circum- 
-ficribed and deeply embedded tumors. They gradually increase 
in size, becoming as large as an egg, or even larger. They are 
irregular, bosselated, elastic up to the time they have grown 
so that they touch the skin. As usually occurs in gummata, 
they break down, discharge their contents, and ulcers result. 
It is important not to confound this affection with cancer of 
the breast, and the differential signs should be borne in mind. 
When, in spite of a careful examination, doubt still exists, 
treatment should always be resorted to, as it generally pro- 
duces effects rapidly, and it has in many instances caused a 
supposed carcinoma to disappear. 0-D. 



Diseases of tl?e €ge anb (£ar. 

Peroxide of Hydrogen Decolorizes Blood. — A writer in 
an exchange (name not remembered) states that peroxide of 
hydrogen solution will instantly and completely decolorize 
^blood. This is an interesting fact because it may be made 
use of in some difficult operations about the eye and ear to 
get the blood out of the way. The writer has often been 
greatly hindered in operations by profuse bleeding. The 
above mentioned writer states that embarassment from that 
cause can be avoided by the continuous use of peroxide of hy- 
drogen so long as hsemorrhage continues. It would be more 
particularly applicable to long-continued bloody operations 
deep down in the external meatus. 

Monocular Diplopia. — To see double with one eye is a 
very rare condition. A case of tumor of the brain, in which 

^he man is reported to have seen double with one eye for 
several weeks before he died, was recently reported to the St. 
Louis Medical Society. There were numerous symptoms, 
leading to the diagnosis of tumor of the brain, but I wish to re- 
fer only to that peculiar symptom of monocular diplopia, as- 
suming that the report was correct. It is to be regretted that an 

-expert ophthalmoscopic examination was not made. The re- 
port shows that th6 ophthalmoscope was not used at all. The 
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post mortem examination revealed a small tumor in the right 
cuneus, if I remember rightly, with numerous secondary 
changes in different places. Of course, it was not claimed 
that monocular diplopia is diagnostic of tumor of the brain, 
but was mentioned as a rare curiosity and an inexplicable 
symptom. How is it possible for one eye to see double? So 
far as I know this symptom never results from central disease 
of the brain. I will say further that I do not believe that it 
is possible for brain disease alone to cause it. In my exper- 
ience it is always the result of physical injuries to the ball. 
A rent in the iris any considerable distance from the pupillary 
margin results in monocular diplopia. It results also from 
partial displacement of the lens, where any part of the area 
of the pupil is covered by the edge of the lens. It results 
also from distortion or loss of sphericity of the cornea. It is 
uncertain whether any kind of physical injury to the retina 
could produce monocular double vision or not. Physical in- 
jury of the ball must be at the bottom of all monocular diplo- 
pia. Why was this symptom present in the case mentioned 
above? The most probable and most plausible explanation 
is easy. For a long time before his death, the patient had 
had fits constantly and had fallen in all places and under all 
circumstances, becoming each time unconscious for quite a 
while. It is quite probable that he had injured one of his 
eyes in one of these falls in such a way that double vision re- 
sulted. A critical ophthalmoscopic examination would most 
likely have revealed the injury. In my opinion the brain 
disease led simply to the injury, which caused the double 
vision in one eye. 

Is it a Tumor of the Brain? — Miss P., about twenty 
years old, consulted me a few days ago, giving the following 
history : Has had severe and almost continuous headache for 
several years. In latter years this has materially increased. 
She has been in school constantly and graduated last spring. 
In March she first noticed some trouble with her vision which 
rapidly increased, and soon she noticed that the outer half of 
left eye was entirely blind and a portion of the outer half of 
right eye was blind, or nearly so — temporal hemianopsia. This 
condition naturally led to great confusion and of course, the 
patient was anxious to get rid of it. The line between the 
seeing and blind portions of left retina was well defined and 
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indicated its centre, but did not pass exactly through the 
macula lutea. Only the extreme outer portion of the portion 
of the field in right eye was blind* A very strong fact in the 
case is that when the hemianopsia appeared the severe head- 
ache at once ceased ! When I examined her she was not suf- 
fering at all ; her only trouble was the half vision. Both op- 
tic nerves were quite white, showing that white atrophy had 
already progressed quite far. The prognosis is very unfavor- 
able on account of the well-marked white atrophy. I believe 
she will become blind in spite of everything. As to the lo- 
cation of the trouble I can only suppose that it is in the optic 
chiasm. The nature of the trouble cannot be definitely de- 
termined. I fear it is a tumor. I hope it is a circumscribed 
inflammation, which may pass oflF. I prescribed iodide of 
potassium and strychnine internally. The former on account 
of its supposed alterative effect; the latter for the purpose of 
trying to increase the blood supply to the optic nerves. 

Treatment of Polypi Pedicles. — Every one who treats 
polypi in any part of the body and particularly those of the 
nose and ear, knows how dij£cult it is to destroy the pedicles 
so that the polypi will not grow again. The difiiculty is not 
so much the removal of the bodies of the polypi as it is to de- 
stroy their pedicles. The most certain treatment of tiiese 
therefore becomes a matter of much importance. The' very 
best treatment for polypi pedicles in the nose is the galvano- 
cautery. The merest touch with this is suflScient to kill the 
pedicles absolutely. This destroys completely the part of the 
mucous membrane from which the polypus grows. That con- 
verts the mucous membrane into a cicatrix and thus prevents 
the return of the growth. The point I wish to emphasize is, 
that it is not suj£cient to kill the pedicle barely down to the 
mucous membrane, but the membrane itself must be de^stroyed 
in order to make sure that it will not return. It i« imprac- 
ticable to use the galvano-cautery on polypi pedicles in the 
ear because they are usually situated at the bottom of the 
comparatively narrow canal, making it extremely difficult to 
reach them, besides the heat is so great that the burning can- 
not always be strictly confined to the part one wishes to burn. 
For pedicles in the meatus I use chromic acid and I do not 
think there is anything better. There again it ia usually nec- 
essary to destroy that part of the muscous membrane 
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from which the pedicle grows; otherwise the polypus is 
nearly certain to reappear. The point of attachment is 
usually the promontory^ sometimes by a mere point, but often 
th'e pedicle covers the entire promontory. In many of such 
cases I have found it necessary to actually denude the bone 
before 1 could prevent, for certain, the return of the growths, 
1 have never had a polypus return after the bone had been 
denuded. This is certainly a radical treatment of polypi 
pedicles. The denuded bone always heals promptly and 
:gives no trouble in the future. The mucous membrane and 
the periostium of the drum cavity are practically one mem- 
brane so that it is impossible to destroy the former without 
at the same time destroying the latter. The result is denud- 
ation of the bone. The chromic acid must not be shoveled into 
the ear ; on the contrary it must be applied cautiously ; use 
only a particle at a time on the end of a stick and that must 
be confined to the pedicle tissue and not be allowed to spread 
over the surrounding healthy parts. The application must 
be repeated till the desired effect is obtained. It requires 
some experience to know when it is sufficient. The slough is 
often two to four days in coming away. Of course the denud- 
ation does not show until the slough separates. In using this 
treatment only barely sufficient effect should always be 
aimed at. 

The only difficulty I have ever encountered in using the 
•chromic acid in treating polypi and their pedicles is that, 
in some cases, the acid, though applied ever so sparingly 
and cautiously, excites acute inflammation of the skin 
> of the meatus, causing much pain and great swelling, 
thus closing the canal. I am now treating a boy where I 
have that kind of trouble. In such cases it is necessary to 
wait until the swelling subsides before the application is re- 
peated. Fortunately such trouble is comparatively rare. 

A, D. Williams, M. D. 



H. F. Bradbury, '*Dean of Trinity University in Ver- 
mont," a fraudulent institution, has been indicted by the 
grand jury of the United States District Court, Boston, for 
issuing bogus diplomas. 
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€xcerpts from Hussian anb pdislj 3ournaIs. 

Naphthalin in Cholera Nostras. — In the Moscow^ 
weekly Novosti Terapii, Nos. 19 and 20, 1890, p. 291, Dr. 
I. D. Jmuidzinovitch, of Kopal, most emphatically recom- 
mends an internal use of naphthalin in cnses of cholera 
nostras. The remedy should be given in the dose of 2}- 
grains every half hour, in the form of powders with sugar. 
Vomiting, cyanosis, general convulsions, etc., are said to dis- 
appear *'as if by magic" even in cases where all ordinary 
means have proved totally useless. 

Arsenic in Huntingtonian Chorea. — In the Polish 
monthly Kronika Lekarska, No. 3, 1890, p. 131, Dr. Bernacki, 
of Warsaw, relates a rare instance of the so-called *' Hunting-^ 
ton's chorea" — that is, a hereditary chronic chorea of 
adults — successfully treated by the internal use of arsenic. 
The case refers to a shoemaker, aged 48, who was suffering 
from chronic movements of the head, face, upper limbs, and 
body of 5 years' standing, and whose mother and grand- 
father (on the maternal side) had been similarly affected. 
The treatment adopted by the author consisted first in the 
internal administration of bromine in the daily dose of four 
grammes. The remedy having made no impression what- 
ever, Fowler's solution, in ascending daily doses of from 6 to^ 
10 drops, was resorted to. A marked improvement set in 
even on the fourth day, while about the twelfth, choreic 
movements ceased almost completely, slight twitchings of 
the fingers being the only symptom remaining. No relapse 
has yet followed. The therapeutic results obtained were the 
more striking because an overwhelming majority of authors 
regard the disease as quite incurable. 

Red Bilberry in Chronic Rheumatism. — In the Vest'- 
nik Obshtchestvennoi Highieny, Sudebnoi i Praktitcheakoi Med^ 
itziny, April, 1890, p. 15, the Russian Medical Council 
(^Meditzinsky Sovet) draws attention of the profession to the 
red bilberry {Vaccinium Vitis Idsea, Linn.; R\i&a. BrUsnitch^ 
naia Trava^ Briisnika.) a sa very valuable remedy for obstinate 
or inveterate chronic articular and muscular rheumatism.. 
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As five typical cases, communicated by Mr. Kikdai V. Sanin, 
of Vitim, Siberia, and Dr. Tbeodor Th. Hermann, the 
Superintendent of the Obiikhovsky Hospital in St. Petersburg, 
have shown {vide the Provincial Medical Journal^ July> 1890.) 
this cheap, simple and innocuous remedy proves strikingly 
successful even after all usual anti-rheumatic means (includ- 
ing salicylates, methozin, iodide of potassium, massage, pine 
or sulphuric or saline baths, Kronenquelle or Carlsbad min- 
eral waters, etc.) have utterly failed to afford any relief. A 
fresh plant, with its roots and all, should be employed. Dr. 
Hermann administered it in the shape of either decoction or 
infusion made of 1 part of the red bilberry to eight parts of 
colature, the dose being two or three tumblerfuls a day. Mr. 
Sanin uses a ''possibly strong (the stronger the better)" 
infusion prepared by tightly cramming up a copper teapot 
with the plant, filling the vessel with boiling water, and 
keeping it in a hot stove for several hours. The infusion 
may be drunk tepid or hot, with sugar, four, five or even 
more tumblerfuls a day. Mr. Shiltzoff, of St. Petersburg, 
having prepared and analyzed a fluid extract of the red bil- 
berry, found that its active principle appeared to be closely 
allied to tannin and arbutin. 

" Blue and Yellow Pyoktanins as Antiseptics. — In the 
Vratch, No. 20, 1890, p. 449, Dr. Oscar V. Petersen, of St. 
Petersburg, writes that he has recently tried Stilling-Merck's 
patented aniline dyes — methyl- violet or pyoktaninum (** pus- 
destroyer " ) cssruleum, and auramin or pyoktaninum aureum — 
in 48 cases of soft chancres, primary syphilitic ulcers, gum- 
mous ozaena, gummous ulcers of the hard palate, or pharynx, 
or legs, or buttock, syphilitic ecthyma, pannous keratitis, 
irido-cyclitis, gonorrhoeal ophthalmia, etc. The drugs were 
used in the shape of a) pencils made of a pure yellow or blue 
pyoktanin ; b) powder consisting of 2 parts of one or of the 
other pyoktanin and 1000 of talc; and c) aqueous solutions 
of 1 to 2000, or 1 to 1000, or 1 to 100. The following are the 
main corollaries drawn by Dr. Petersen from his valuable 
clinical experiments : 1°. Both pyoktanins in any form de- 
velop most powerful antiseptic effects in infected and simple 
ulcers and wounds. 2^, Pyoktanins afford excellent reme- 
dies for soft and hard chancres, and in the ophthalmic and 
nasal affections mentioned above. For instance, soft chan- 
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ores are transformed into simple well-granulating ulcers, in a 
couple of days to soundly heal in from 3 to 10 days. In 
syphilitic ozsena, painting the nasal cavities with a 1 per 
cent, solution once or twice daily rapidly removes foetor and 
cleanses the ulcers in 3 or 4 days. In syphilitic ulcerative 
keratitis with irido-cyclitis, the instillation of a 1 to 2000 
solution of yellow pyoktanin is rapidly (in about four days) 
followed by the disappearance of photophobia and healing 
of corneal ulcers, etc. 3°. The drugs are free from any smell, 
as well as from any toxic or disagreeable accessory effects. 
4^. On a careless handling, they may intensely stain the 
hands or clothes. The stains, however, may be easily re- 
moved by means of dilute hydrochloric or nitric acid. 

Styron in Chronic Suppurative Inflammations of the 
Middle Ear. — In the Bolnitchnaia Oazeta Botkina^ No. 18, 
1890, p. 710, Mikhail M. Tcheltzoff, of Rybinsk, details his 
experience concerning the use of styron in otorrhoeas. As is 
known, styron, or cinnamon alcohol, or cinnamylic alcohol 
(C9 Hio 0) constitutes one of the main ingredients of balsam 
Peru and liquid Styrax (vel Storax). There exist two com- 
mercial preparations of the substance, a rather expensive 
crystalline styron and a comparatively cheaper fluid one. 
The former occurs in the shape of long fine needle melting at 
33° C. ; the latter forms a yellowish oily liquid. Both have 
a pleasant hyacinthe-like odor and burning taste and are 
insoluble in water, but easily dissolved in spirits of wine and 
ether. Both passess identical physiological and therapeutic 
properties. Dr. Tcheltzofi''s clinical experiments were con- 
ducted chiefly with the cheaper liquid styron, which was used 
after the formula : 

9 Styroni lic^uidi 9j, 

Spiritus vini gj. 

M. D. S. To add a teaspoonfal or a dessertspoonful to a tum- 
blerful of tepid water and to syringe out the ear twice or thrice a 
day. 

The drug was employed in eight hospital cases and in 
many outdoor ones. In nearly all, most satisfactory results 
were obtained. The general conclusions arrived at by Dr. 
Tcheltzofi* may be summed up as follows : 1®. Styron afibrds 
an excellent deodorizing and disinfecting means. 2°. It strik- 
ingly decreases the amount of purulent discharge from the 
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ear and distinctly promotes cure. 3^. The drug also pos- 
sesses a certain analgesic action. 4^. In an overwhelming 
majority of cases, it does not cause any local irritation and is 
tolerated perfectly well even in fairly strong solutions. In 
one case only, the injections were borne rather badly, *'the 
patient being unable to tolerate even ordinary water." 

Of late, Professor A. F. Priissak, of St. Petersburg, has 
also tried Styron in many cases of otorrhoea, and obtained 
similarly good results, the drug having since become one of 
the most favorite means in his otiatric clinic. 

On Sour- Kraut as a Food Article. — Dr. Ignacy I. Piont- 
kowski, of St. Petersburg, has recently published a mono- 
graph on the subject (St. Petersburg Inaugural Dissertation^ 
1890, No. 23, pp. 45), based mainly on his own chemical and 
physiological researches. The latter, refer to three varieties 
of the vegetable — the so-called Brunswick, white-headed, and 
winter {Zimovka) cabbage, both a chopped and a shred sour- 
kraut being examined and experimented with. The follow- 
ing are the main results arrived at by the author : 1°. The 
vegetable is very poor in true proteids, a fresh cabbage con- 
taining not more than 1 percent., a sour one only 0.7 per 
cent. 2^. A chopped sour-kraut contains a somewhat larger 
proportion of proteids than a shred one. 3°. On long stand- 
ing, sour-kraut gradually loses all its proteids as well as 
nitrogen in general. 4°. The nutritious value of 345 grammes 
of sour-kraut is inferior to that of one-half pound of rye 
bread. 5^. The assimilation of sour-kraut is inferior to that 
of rye-bread. (The proposition is based upon Dr. Piont- 
kowski's experiments on twelve healthy and stroDg men, 
mostly prisoners, habituated to a vegetable diet. The assim- 
ilation of sour-kraut was found to be equal only to 59.7 per 
cent, of the food article injected ; that of rye bread 65.5 ; 
that of white bread 74.8.] 6®. A thoroughly boiled sour-kraut 
is assimilated somewhat better than a raw one. 7^. All the 
above statements hold equally true of all the three varieties 
of cabbage examined. 

An Epidemic of Lead Poisoning. — Dr. Alexandr F. 
Sh'imanovsky, of Siiraj, says (^Meditzina, No. 2, 1890, p. 27) 
that during September and Octobor of 1889, a large number 
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-of workmen from a saw-mill and* peasants from an adjacent 
village sought one after another his advice on account of an 
obscure disease which invariably commenced with anorexia 
and constipation. In a few days, most excruciating abdom- 
inal pain with sleeplessness would supervene to be swiftly 
followed by pain and tenderness about the knee and elbow 
joints. On examination, there were always found emaciation 
and general weakness, icteric discoloration of the skin with a 
greyish tint, sunken eyes with yellowish sclerse, thickly 
coated gray tongue, retraction and tenderness of the abdomen, 
tenderness of joints and muscles. For some while the author 
was at a loss to understand the nature of the affection, until 
he happened to detect a typical grayish-black line along the 
free edge of the gum in a patient. On repeated examination, 
the line proved to be more or less pronounced in every one 
of the patients. The diagnosis of lead poisoning being 
arrived at, Dr. Sh'imanovsky began to treat all the cases by 
by hydro-chlorate of pilocarpine (internally, 0.006 to 0.01 
gramme, twice a day) and hot baths (from 32® to 35® R., once 
daily). The results were invariably striking. In a day or 
two, regular stools set in, appetite improved, the tongue 
became clean, colic subsided, and a complete recovery soon 
followed. An inquiry elicited the fact that a few months 
previous to the outbreak of the epidemic, a rustic miller, one 
of the patients, had filled up some fissures in his mill-stones 
with about twenty pounds of melted lead, and that all the 
patients had their rye ground at his poisonous mill. 

Supernumerary Teeth. — The St. Petersburg semi-weekly 
Meditzina, No. 2, 1890, p. 27, adduces a singular instance of 
supernumerary teeth, referring to a young recruit of Ber-* 
ditchev. As many as three regular and complete sets of 
teeth, situated one behind another, were found in both his 
upper and lower jaws. Beyond some habitual gastric dis- 
turbances, the youth otherwise presented nothing abnormal. 
He was found '^ fit" for military service, the Russian law 
containing no instructions in regard to such shark-like abun- 
dances of teeth, and recognizing as ''unfit" only those sub- 
jects who happen to have certain deficiencies about their 
dental apparatus. Valerius Idelson, M. D. 

Berne, Switzerland. 
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iHebical progress* 
th:ebapeutio8. 

Inje<5lion for Haemorrhoids. — Dr. Shuford stated at the 

last meeting of the Texas State Medical Association that he 

obtained good results by injecting the following in hsemor- 

rhoids : 

9 Glycerole of BsMeyMe^LGid 5 iv. 

Glycerole of boracic acid 3 iv. 

Carbolic acid 3 iij. 

M. 
Sig. : Use five to ten minims in each tumor. 

Cresalol. — The salicylate of cresol^ or cresalol, is analo- 
gous with salol or the salicylate of phenyl (Jour, Am. Med. 
Ass.). It is crystalline, insoluble in water, sparingly soluble 
in alcohol, tasteless, and having a pleasant odor, resembling 
somewhat that of salol. Its antiseptic properties seem to be 
about the same as those of salol, but has a therapeutic prefer- 
ence over the latter in that it is relatively harmless, especially 
in the antiseptic treatment of the alimentary canal. 

Pichi in Cystitis. — This remedy is highly spoken of by a 

number of practitioners in genito-urinary diseases, and more 

especially in cases of cystitis following operations, or trom. 

other causes. One of the best formulas is that of Dr. Hal C. 

Wyman, which is as follows : 

9 Fl. ex. pichi. gj. 

Potass, nitrat 3j. 

Simple elixir S iij* 

M. 
Sig. : Teaspoonful once in two hours. 

Gargle for Acute Tonsillitis. — Dr. Edwin N. Bidwell 
recommends {Med. Rec.) the '' compound guaiac gargle "in 
tonsillitis, as follows : 

^ Tinctura guaiaci ammon., 

Tinctura cinchona comp aS S J*. 

Honey, strained 3 iij* 

Saturated solution chlorate of potash S ^vj. 

M. 

Of this the dose is a teaspoonful every two hours, hour, or 
half-hour, and I generally direct to both "gargle and swal- 
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low." When gargling is difficult, and in young children, the- 
dose is administered at intervals corresponding to the severity 
of the case, without any attempt at gargling'. 

Liniment for Gout. — In his little work en rheumatism* 
and gout, Dr. F. Leroy Satterlee recommends the following 
topical application in cases of gout : 

9 01. gaultherise, 

01. oliyee, 

Liniment, saponis, 

Tinct. aconiti, 

Tinct. opii aS 3 ij. 

M. ft. liniment. 
Sig. : Apply to part. 

It can be applied freely by the gentlest friction to the in- 
flamed site, protecting afterwards with a generous covering of 
cotton batting. 

Mixture for Neuralgic Headache. — The late Dr. George 
M. Beard devised a mixture which he employed successfully 
in headaches of all kinds, and which has lately received the 
endorsement of Dr. E. P. Hurd in his monograph on neural- 
gia. The prescription is as follows : 

Q Caffeini citrat., 

Ammonii carb aa 9j. 

Elixir guaranae g j. 

M. 
Sig. : A teaspoonfal every hour till the pain is relieved. 

The continuous use of the drug does not seem to produce 
any harm. 

PATHOLOGICAL AND PHYSIOLOGICAL NOTES. 

Peripheral Irritation and Disease. — Dr. Simon Baruch 
considers the relation of peripheral irritation to disease from< 
a therapeutic point of view, in the Medical News and con- 
cludes thus : In conclusion, permit a general practitioner who* 
has endeavored by many years' service in the eye, ear, throat 
and gynsecological departments of our city dispensaries, and 
by industrious attendance upon the clinics of our metropolitan 
hospitals, to keep himself abreast of the advances of special 
departments in medicine to sum up his views on the thera- 
peutic significance of peripheral irritation, as follows: 1^.. 
The existence of peripheral irritation as an* etiological factor 
is well established. 2^, There need be no conjecture in the- 
search for such causes of functional nervous diseases in many 
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cases, because we have means in at least the more recently 
discovered sources of peripheral irritation, the eye and nose, 
of detecting and testing their existence. 3^. All harmless 
methods of treatment should be exhausted before mutilating 
procedures are adopted. 4^. Whenever there is a doubt, the 
local condition should receive the benefit of that doubt, and 
treatment should be directed to the improvement of the gen- 
eral health, the re-establishment of defective secretions, and 
to the removal of the patient from unfavorable environment. 

• 

Collapse of the Lung from Hanging. — Dr. Cunningham- 
Wilson writes to the Medical News that collapse of the lungfr 
in hanging is of such rare occurrence that this case may be of 
some importance in legal mrdicine. This condition of the^ 
lungs is mentioned once in Taylor's Medical Jurisprudencey 
and Dr. John J. Reese, Professor of Medical Jurisprudence in 
the University of Pennsylvania says that this is the only case 
recorded. The case is as follows : B. E., colored, aged twen- 
ty-two years was hung in this city, April 18, 1890, and was 
given a fall of six feet. Heart-action ceased in twelve min- 
utes after the drop fell. Post-mortem examination held one 
hour afterward. Temperature in axilla at this time was 98^.4 
F. Body well nourished, but not very muscular. Opening 
the chest, the lungs were found completely collapsed, other- 
wise normal. The pleural cavities were entirely free from 
fluid and were without pleuritic adhesions. The right heart 
was distended with dark blood. The stomach contained a 
small amount of blood but no food, and there was marked 
capillary engorgement. Bowels were empty. The vessels of 
the liver and kidneys were engorged. Spleen normal. Blood 
vessels of brain distended. Careful dissection of the neck 
showed that the articulations of the vertebrse were intact. 

DISEASES OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN. 

Gonorrhceal Diseases of the Uterine Appendages. — 
Dr. J. M. Baldy closes a paper on the above subject, in the 
Medical Age, with the following conclusions: 1**. The gono- 
coccus is merely the result of a gonorrhceal inflammation ; 
never the cause of it. 2^. A true gleet, or so-called latent 
gonorrhoea, is non-infectious, and will not cause a gonorrhceal 
inflammation. 3^. An acute or subacute gonorrhoea only, will 
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«ause a similar disease in the female, and consequently set up 
a spmfic pelvic infiammation. 4^. The ^ latent " form of 
gonorrbcea, as taught by Sanger and others, is a myth. 5^. 
By far the most frequent cause of pelvic inflammatory disease 
in women, is puerperal sepsis. 6^. Gonorrhoea is the cause 
of not more than one>fourth of th^se inflammatory processes 
in women. 

Congenital Malformation of the Fingers. — Dr. Walter 
L. Carr narrated the history and presented photographs of a 
case of congenital deformity of the fingers of both hands in a 
girl of two years of age to the section in psBdiatrics of the 
New York Academy of Medicine (N. Y. Med. Jour,). The 
mother had stated that the child was born with the mem- 
branes wrapped around the hands, and that when cut away 
the fingers were found to be marked. The deformed fingers 
were peculiar in the numbers of annular constrictions. The 
index and third fingers of the left hand and the middle finger 
of the right hand showed this marking. On the right hand 
the index and third fingers were only the stumps of the intra- 
uterine amputations. The middle finger of the left hand was 
deformed in the same way and constricted near its extremity. 
The thumbs and little fingers were not malformed. The child 
was very active and ran around, taking hold of everything in 
the room. Her grasp was firm, and the condition of her 
hands did not interfere with her play. Later in life, the de- 
formity might prevent her from doing such work as sewing, 
though with training she might overcome the difficulty of 
holding the needle. If she used her left hand, she might 
have no trouble at all, as the index finger was strong. 

Vaginal Irritation as a Cause of Bladder Symptoms 
in Young Girls. — Dr. Katharine Miller, of Lincoln, read a 
paper on this subject before the Illinois State Medical Society. 
She stated that more common even than enuresis among girls 
is a form of irritability of the bladder, manifesting itself 
chiefly in an inability to retain the urine in a normal manner. 
It is often complained of in school-girls, who are obliged to 
leave the school-room, even between intermissions, in order 
to pass the urine, else the bladder, spasmodically contracting, 
empties itself in spite of every effort of restraint. Even with 
the promptest attention to its demands, these girls are occa- 
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sionally subjected to the mortification of wetting their cloth- 
ing. Oftentimes no complaint is made of any other symptom 
than this annoying vesical irritability. The condition is more 
common at the age of six to twelve or fourteen, but may, if 
untreated, persist indefinitely. Examination reveals an ex- 
tremely sensitive and hypereemic condition about the vaginal 
orifice, and further investigation will show the extension of 
this tenderness within the vagina. Often this latter investiga- 
tion can only be made by the use of an anaesthetic, not only 
because of the small size of the parts, but because of their 
extreme sensitiveness. Whatever the cause, the treatment 
must be directed to the removal of the vaginitis, when the 
bladder will recover its tone. Cleanliness must be enjoined. 
Not only is careful washing needful, but warm hip-baths are 
of value. Soothiag powders must be dusted on, the vulva be- 
ing opened as far as possible, and children old enough to un- 
derstand the aims of the procedure will generally submit to 
the application, at night, of a small pledget of absorbent cot- 
ton, wet with a healing lotion containing pinus canadensis, 
hamamelis, carbolic acid, or similar remedy, diluted with thin 
boiled starch. Where the urine is normal, rhus aromatica has 
proved a valuable aid in controlling the habit of irritability 
of the bladder and i^elieving the symptoms, till the cause can 
be removed. 

Quadruplets. — Dr. A.W. Strickler, of Scottdale, Pa., writes 
the following letter to the Medical and Surgical Reporter: The 
following are the particulars of a case which occurred in a lit- 
tle village about a mile from here. The case occurred in the 
practice of my friend. Dr. A. J. Rogers, of this town, to whom 
I am indebted for this information. Dr. Rogers was called 
shortly before 8 p. m. on Feb. 12, to see Mrs. Newton, the wife 
of a coal miner. He reached her bedside in a short time and 
found that the woman had been in labor for about two hours. 
The labor progressed normally and rapidly ; and by 10 p. m. 
there were born to the mother four, well-formed, living girl 
babies, weighing about five or six pounds each. (They were 
not weighed.) There were four amniotic sacs, which ruptured 
separately before each birth. The cords were inserted sepa- 
rately into what seemed to be one placenta, but which was 
•composed of four divisions or lobes. The uterus did not con- 
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tract well, and there was a rather profuse hfiemorrhage which 
lasted for an hour or two, but which was controlled by the use 
of ergot and external pressure. The mother made an uninter- 
rupted recovery. The children are all living and thriving at 
this date (June 5). Mrs. Newton, the mother, is a medium- 
sized woman, thirty-four years old ; her husband is about the 
same age. They both are Irish, and have lived eight years in 
this country. They are the parents of eight other children, all 
single births. 

8DRGERY. 

Tracheotomy, — Dr. W. W. Dawson, in considering some 
points in tracheotomy (Jour, Am, Med. Ass.) concludes that : 
1°. Tracheotomy is our only remedy for foreign bodies, and 
in cases of obstruction from disease, where 0'Dwyer*s intub- 
ing apparatus can not be obtained, or in cases where intubing 
is not practicable. 2^. The incision should be made by trans- 
fixion, and then the connective tissue treated by a blunt in- 
strument or a steel director. 3^. Where should the operation 
be made ? In the upper or middle portion of the trachea ; 
the reasons for this selection of location have already been 
given. 4^. When the isthmus is hypertrophied or vascular, 
ligate it on either side and then cut it in median line between 
the ligatures. 5°. What kind of knife should be used? A 
sharp, pointed, curved bistoury for both the skin and trachea. 
As already explained, no haemorrhage follows its use in di- 
viding the skin, and in opening the trachea it steadies the 
tube and dispenses with the ^^ forceps, hook, or thumb and 
fingers.'' 6*^. How to keep the way open ? If a foreign body 
is not promptly expelled, place a loop of silk thread on either 
side and tie these ligatures behind the neck. So also in cases 
of disease, where the tube does not act well, Brainard's liga- 
tures may be substituted. 

Giant-Cracker E^^plosions in the Hand. — A writer in 
the Boston Med. and Surg. Jour, .devotes some space to the 
Surgical Fourth. Referring to the giant cracker, he states 
that occasionally some foolhardy individual will hold one in 
his hand from a spirit of bravado, sometimes because it is 
supposed to be a Roman candle, but the majority of injuries 
are purely accidental. Either the fuse burns faster than was 
expected and the explosion takes place before the cracker can 
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be dropped, or the cracker fails to explode for so long a time 
that it is supposed to have gone out, and it is picked up and 
explodes in the hand. There is one peculiar feature of these 
giant-cracker explosions in the hand. In a large proportion 
of cases, the base of the thumb is split open and a compound 
dislocation produced at the joint of the first metacarpal and 
the trapezium, so that the thumb and its metacarpal retain 
their connection with the rest of the hand only by the soft 
parts, the tip of the thumb being little or not at all injured. 
If these injuries are carefully cleaned of powder and dirt, they 
heal as readily as could be expected from the severity of the 
explosion and the extreme laceration of the wound ; but the 
entire loss of the hand is not unusual. Tetanus is not a fre- 
quent result ; no single instance of its occurrence after these 
injuries has occurred in the knowledge of the writer. 

Technique of Supra-Pubic Cystotomy.— Dr. W. T. Bel- 
field read a paper before the American ABsociation of Genito- 
urinary Surgeons (^Boston Med, and Surg. Jour.) on the tech- 
nique of supra-pubic cystotomy and prostatectomy. The 
reader summarized his method of procedure as follows : 1*^. 
Body upon inclined plane ; pelvis eight or ten inches above 
shoulders. 2^. Bladder moderately distended. 3^. Rectum 
not distended. 4^. Incision about one and one-half inches 
above upper border of symphysis and extends same distance 
below it. 5**. After division of deep fascia, finger inserted 
along posterior surface of symphysis until pubo-prostatic lig- 
aments reached, then pushes prevesical fat upwards along an- 
terior surface of bladder, carrying' peritoneal fold, if present, 
with it. 6°. Bladder attached to upper angle of wound by 
suture, preferably through muscular coat only ; chrome catgut 
suture then inserted so as to make a subsequent quilt suture. 
Incision in bladder is close to symphysis. 7*^, After necessary 
intravesical manipulation, the boutonnihre is made. Tube one- 
half inch in diameter with two large lateral openings intro- 
duced over large uterine sound to the most dependent portion 
of the bladder and fixed by stitching through skin. 8*^. Blad- 
der wound closed by the quilt suture already inserted and by 
several additional interrupted sutures. Retro-pubic space ir- 
rigated. Iodoform gauze inserted ; wound closed and dressed 
aseptically. 
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Book Kemeips* 

Pradlical Elc(5\ricity in Medicine and Surgery. By. G. A. 
LiEBiG, Jr., Ph. D., and Georob H. Roh^, M. D. 8vo. 
Pp. 383. Profusely illustrated. [ Philadelphia and Lon- 
don: F. A. Davis. 1890. 

As its title indicates, the volume before us has as a funda- 
mental feature its practical consideration of a subject which 
is at best in its infancy. The application of electricity in 
medicine has been for the most part empirical, and electro- 
therapeutics is almost entirely based upon experimental re- 
searches. While the book under review does not pretend to 
deal with the subject exhaustively, much attention is given to 
the principles of electricity and magnetism so far as deter- 
mined, and, with this as a basis, the careful reader will be 
able to do much that would otherwise escape, and he will, 
moreover, apply electrical methods with a certain amount of 
intelligence. 

Commencing with a general consideration of electricity, 
magnetism, batteries, storage electricity, etc., we are then led 
to a consideration of electro-physiology, electro-diagnosis and 
electro-medical apparatus, these two parts occupying 250 
pages. About 125 pages are devoted to the third and conclud- 
ing part, which deals with the general therapeutic effects of 
electricity and methods of application, and special electro- 
therapeutics. A good index closes the volume. 

In special electro-therapeutics, the electrical treatment of 
diseases of the nervous system, of the muscles and joints, of 
the eye, of the ear, of the nose, of the tongue, of the respira- 
tory organs,, of the organs of circulation, of the abdominal 
organs, of the female generative apparatus, electricity in ob- 
stetrics, in diseases of the male genito-urinary organs, in dis- 
eases of the glands, and in diseases of the skin are discussed 
somewhat summarily. A few omissions are to be noted here 
and there, e. g., the good results of electrolysis in xanthoma. 

The mechanical execution is excellent. The type is large 
and clear, the illustrations good, and the binding excellent. 
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Transadlions of the Southern Surgical and Gynaecologi- 
cal Association. Vol. II. Second Session, held at Nash- 
ville, Tenn., Nov. 12-14, 1889. 8vo. Pp.379. [Published 
by the Association. 1890. 

This volume of transactions is one of the valuable contri- 
butions of a progressive society of prominent men to surgery .^ 
While all the papers embraced in this volume have been 
printed in the various journals, their preservation in one vol- 
ume makes a valuable addition to any medical library, more 
especially when we take into consideration the handsome style 
in which they are presented to us. Mr. Dornan, the well- 
known Philadelphia printer, is responsible for the style and 
make-up, and his name is a sufficient guarantee for good work. 
A noteworthy feature of these transactions is the care with 
which the discussions have been edited, making them a valu- 
able addition, instead of a useless incumbrance as they often 
are to society transactions. 

£le(5lricity in the Diseases of Women. With Special Ref- 
erence to the Application^of Strong Currents. By G. Bet- 
ton Massey, M. D. 12mo. Pp. 249. Second Edition, 
revised and enlarged. [Philadelphia and London: F. A. 
Davis. 189(). Pri6e $1.60. 

It was about one year after the first edition of this valuable 
number of the Physicians' and Students' Ready Reference 
Series appeared that a second edition had to be issued. This 
is a sufficient evidence of the popularity and demand for the 
work. We can only repeat what we said upon the occasion of 
the appearance of the first edition. In this edition the author 
has not only thoroughly revised the text of the first, but he 
has added new chapters devoted to subinvolution and chronic 
inflammatory diseases of the appendages. We expect soon to 
hear of a third edition appearing, for with the additions to and 
revision of the second edition its sale should be more rapid. 



The Hygiene of Infancy. — The Paris Academy of Medi- 
cine has voted to offer a prize of 1,000 francs for the best 
essay on the hygiene of infancy. It is open to all comers,, 
and will be awarded in March, 1891. 
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literatH VLoks 

Fever, Thermataxis* and Calorimetry of Malarial 
Fever is the title of an interesting brochure from the pen of 
Dr. Isaac Ott. These three papers are well written and can 
not fail to prove of value more especially as they are based 
upon clincal and experimental data. Mr. E. D. Vogel, of 
Easton, Pa., has the pamphlet on sale. 

The Annual Report of the Missouri State Board of 
Health for 1888 has just appeared. It is an octavo of 156 
pages being limited to this small size by the parsimony of the 
State. Lack of funds has rendered the work of the Board al- 
most nil, the members having been compelled to furnish 
money out of their own pockets tn order to defray necessary 
expenses. 

Philosophy in Homoeopathy by Dr. C. S. Mack, issued 
by Gross and Delbridge of Chicago, consists of a series of pap- 
ers wherein the author endeavors to prove that homoeopathy 
is based upon sound philosophical principles. We must con- 
fess that we still remain*unconvinced but this may be due to 
a deficiency in metaphysical training. This little book of 
174 pages, however, is interesting, although many of the ar- 
guments have a strong smack of the petitio principii. 

Rheumatism and Gout and their treatment form the sub- 
ject matter of a late issue of the Physician's Leisure Library. 
This contribution is from the pen of Dr. P. Leroy Satterlee, 
who having suffered from an inherited rheumatic and gouty 
dyscrasia yielded to the wishes of his friends and has incor- 
porated in the present little book an experience covering 
twenty-five years. He has divided his monograph into a half 
dozen chapters. He.begins with his ''argument" and consid- 
ers, in regular order, acute articular rheumatism, chronic ar- 
ticular rheumatism, rheumatoid arthritis, and gout, conclud- 
ing with analyses of mineral waters and an index. While the 
book is a good short r68umS on the subject there is very little 
that is new. As a ready reference book it will prove useful 
and the recommendations in respect to treatment are such as 
have succeeded best in the author's own personal experience. 
The price at which it is published — 25 cents — by Geo. S. 
Davis, of Detroit, places it within the reach of all. 
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The Medical and Surgical Reporter, of Philadelphia has 
changed the. appearance of its title page and has considerably 
improved it, in consequence. 

. The Indiana Medical Journal is out in a new dress, and 
ipresents a much better appearance than it formerly did. An- 
other improvement which has been made is tp print it upon 
better paper. 

The Harper Hospital Bulletin is a bi-monthly journal of 
twelve pages, published by the Harper Hospital, of Detroit, 
at $1.00 per year. Dr. Geo. Duffield is chairman of the edit- 
ing committee. 

The Story of Damon and Pythias is a neatly illustrated 
little souvenir issued by the Pabst Brewing Co., of Mil- 
waukee, complimentary to the reunion of the Knights of Py- 
iihias which took place in that city last month. 

The State Charities Record is the name of an author- 
ized periodical of the State Charities Aid Association of New 
York, edited by a committee appointed by the Board of Man- 
agers. It is published monthly during nine months of the 
year. 

The Detroit Emergency Hospital Reports, edited by 
Dr. Hal. C. Wyman, is a sixteen page quarterly issued in the 
interests of the Detroit Emergency Hospital, which itself is a 
part of the Clinical Department of the Michigan College of 
Medicine and Surgery. This little quarterly is published at 
the rate of 60 cents per year. 

The Therapeutical Applications of Peroxide of Hydro- 
gen and Glycozone is the title of an interesting brochure by 
^Charles Marchand. In this are considered the relations of 
bacteria to disease, the properties of peroxide of hydrogen, 
the treatment of diseases caused by micro-organisms, etc. 
The pamphlet is- well written and contains much interesting 
as well as valuable information. 

How to Preserve Health is an octavo brochure of 344 
pages by Dr. Louis Barkan. It is written for popular use and 
-deals with hygienic questions and prophylaxis and their ap- 
plications to special conditions and diseases. The principles 
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enunciated are sound and based upon the experience of the 
best men in the profession. One noteworthy and commend^ 
able feature in connection with this Uttle book is that the 
author does not attempt to teach people how to treat them- 
selves. Whatever directions are given are such as are appli- 
cable to a case of emergency while waiting for a physician. 
This little book is intended for the use of intelligent people 
and those whose memories require being occasionally stim- 
ulated. The low price of $1.00 places it within the reach of 
all and it is easily procured through the American News Co. 

Chronic Urethritis and its Treatment by Mr. M. Berke- 
ly Hill is an octavo of 47 pages containing six colored plates. 
It consists of three lectures delivered at the Royal College of 
Surgeons and published in the Illustrated Medical New». The 
present reprint has been thoroughly revised and enlarged by 
the author and we can confidently state that it ranks among 
the most useful and valuable monographs on the subject 
which we have seen. The treatment of gleet by topical 
methods is dwelt upon by the author as well as prostatitis- 
and he illustrates the conditions seen as well as the results- 
attained by pictures such as are seen by reflected light. To 
any one who has had one of those troublesome cases to attend' 
this little work will be of the highest interest and usefulness.. 
The treatment of gleet is a bHe noir to many of our best practi- 
tioners and it frequently presents more than ordinary diflBicul- 
ties to the genito-urinary surgeon. We can do no better service 
to those who take an active part in practice than to recom- 
mend a careful reading of this little work. Mr. H. K. Lewis^ 
of 136 Gower Street, London, W. C, has issued it in a very 
neat and attractive shape, the type being clear and the bind- 
ing serviceable. 

Lymphatiques des Organes Genitaux de la Femme or 
the Lymphatics of the Female Genital Organs is the title of a 
monograph upon an important anatomical subject, which has 
hitherto received but little attention. The author. Dr. Paul 
Poirier, was peculiarly fitted to his task from the fact that he 
is both a teacher of anatomy and of surgery. While the 
anatomy of the lymphatics of the uterus has occupied the at* 
tention of anatomists and gynecologists for the past twenty 
years, but comparatively little attention had been paid to the- 
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lymphatics of the ovaries. and tubes. Dr. Poirier has incor- 
porated his studies of the whole question in the monograph 
before us. He takes 60 pages to give us the results of his- 
dissections of over 300 subjects of all ages and the figures in- 
terspersed throughout the text are clear and ar.e indicative of 
the great amount of labor involved in the task which he un- 
dertook. In addition. to the purely normal anatomy he dis- 
cusses the surgical anatomy of these vessels, the retrograde 
circulation in the lymphatic system, the lymphatics of adhe- 
sions, etc. Bvery surgeon should certainly be the possessor 
of this valuable little monograph which is issued by the Pro* 
grl8 Midical at the low price of 2 francs. 

Neuralgia is a number of the Physician's Leisure Library 
which as its name indicates is concerned in a consideration of 
neuralgia in all its phases together with the therapeutics of 
that symptom as based upon a rational recognition of its var- 
ious causes. In the 153 pages at his disposal the author, Dr. 
E. P. Hurd, has managed to condense the best things known 
on the subject in a remarkably lucid manner. He has hand- 
led his subject in a logical manner beginning with general re- 
marks on neuralgia, following this up with a classification,. 
Iind then considering particular forms. He closes the body 
of the work with a chapter on the therapeutics of neuralgia. 
An appendix is added which while rather lengthy is of gr^at 
value, dealing as it does with the principal agents of anti-neu- 
ralgic medication. In this he considers in turn narcotics, 
ansesthetics, neurosthenics, analgesics and local measures 
such as electricity, massage, etc. A good index closes the 
volume. Mr. G^o. S. Davis, of Detroit, publishes this num^ 
her at the uniform price of the others of this series — 25 cts. 

Books Received. — The following books have been re- 
ceived, and will be reviewed in forthcoming numbers of the 
Journal : 

Transactions of the Medical Society of the State of New 
York for the Year 1890. 8vo. pp. 490. Published by the 
Society. 

Rheumatism and Gout. By P. Leroy Satterlee, M. D. 
12mo. pp. 83. [Detroit : F. A. Davis, 1890. Price, 25 cents. 

Practical Sanitary and Economic Cooking Adapted to Per- 
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eons of Moderate and Small Means. By Mrs. Mary Hinman 
Abel. The Lomb Prize Bssay of the American Public Health 
Association. 12mo. pp. 190. [Published by the American 
Public Health Association, 1890. Price, cloth, 40 cents; 
paper, 35 cents. 

Report on Leprosy and the Leper Asylum at Trinidad for 
the Year 1889. By Beaven Rake, M. D. [Port of Spain : 
Government Printing Office, 1890. 

Transactions of the American Pediatric Society. First 
Session. Edited by Wm. Perry Watson, A. M., M. D., Re. 
<5order. 8vo. pp. 316. Vol. I. [Printed by J. B. Lippincott 
Co., 1890. 

Pamphlets Received. — The following have been received 
during the past month. The thanks of the Journal are 
hereby returned to the authors who have so kindly sent them : 
Climatology and Diseases of Southern California, by F. D* 
Bullard, A. M., M. D. (Reprinted from the Southern Cali- 
fornia Practitioner) ; The Operative Treatment of Hip Disease, 
by DeForest Willard, M. D. (From the Medical NewSy April 
5, 1890) ; Erasion (Arthrectomy) in Diseases of the Joints, by 
DeForest Willard, M. D., Ph. D. (Reprinted from the Uni- 
versity Medical Magazine, April, 1890) ; Annual Calendar Fac- 
ulty of Medicine McGill University, Fifty-Eighth Session, 
1890-91 ; Catalogue of the Albany Medical College, Sixtieth 
iSession, 1890-91; Gunshot Wounds of the Abdomen, by 
Aug. Schacbner, M. D. (Reprint from Annals of Surgery, 
June, 1890) ; On the Relation of Impetigo Herpetiformis 
<(Hebra and Kaposi) to Dermatitis Herpetiformis (Duhring), by 
Louis A. Duhring, M. D. (From The American Journal of th^ 
Medical Sciences, March, 1890) ; Case of Typical Dermatitis 
Herpetiformis, by Louis A. Duhring, M. D. (Extracted from 
The American Journal of the Medical Sciences for June, 1890) ; 
Twenty-First Annual Announcement of the Woman's Medical 
OoUege of Chicago, 1890-91 ; The Use of Powdered Jequirity 
tin Certain AflTections of the Eye, by W. Cheatham, M. D, 
•(Reprinted from the Journal of the American Medical Associa- 
ition, June 28, 1890) ; A Case of Chorea Attended with Multiple 
Neuritis, by Frank R. Fry, A. M., M. D. (Reprinted from 
the New Orleans Medical and Surgical Journal, July, 1890) ; 
The Origin of Bone and Joint Disintegration, by Jos. L. 
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Bauer, M. D. (Reprint from the St. Louis Clinique, Jaly, 
1890) ; Fiftieth Annual Catalogue and Announcement of the 
Missouri Medical College and St. Louis Post-Graduate School 
of Medicine ; Thirtieth Annual Announcement of the Bellevue 
Hospital Medical College, 1890-91 ; Forty-Second Annual 
Announcement of the Medical Department of the University 
of Georgetown, Washington, D. C. Session 1890^91. 



Znelange. 

Small- Pox is said to be raging at Saltillo, Mexico. 

Andrology and Oristory are the names to be adopted for 
genito-urinary surgery and dental and oral surgery, respect- 
ively. 

Announcements and Catalogues of the various medical 
colleges are being freely distributed at this season of the year, 
and care is generally taken to see that '^ no guilty man es- 
capes." 

Dr. Warburg, the inventor of the '* tincture'' of anti-ma- 
larial renown, is said to have reached the age of eighty-six 
years, and to be in great pecuniary distress. An appeal on 
his behalf has been published in England. 

Not Lepers. — The three cases of suspected leprosy which 
were detained at the Boston Quarantine Station, from the brig 
Canadian, from Surinam, have been found to be free from 
the disease, and were allowed to land. 

Hospital for Consumptives. — Application has been made 
for a charter for a Hospital for Consumptives in Philadelphia 
to be called the Rush Hospital. A very strong list of trustees 
is named and the medical staff is to consist of well-known 
physicians of Philadelphia. 

The Italian Crusade against Quackery. — The Italian 
Minister of the Interior has sent a circular to all the prefects 
in the kingdom, pointing out that in many parts of Italy den- 
tists do not confine themselves to the practice of their own art^ 
but sell medicines, plasters, and ointments, which they de- 
clare to be good for all kinds of disease, and in other ways in- 
fringe on the prerogative of duly qualified medical men. His 
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Excellency calls on the prefects to use every legal means of 
suppressing '' not only the wrongful exercise of the healing 
professions generally, but more especially the pompous dis- 
play of such illegal practice in public places/' The Mayors 
of Communes are enjoined '* absolutely to forbid such practi- 
tioners from occupying public spaces." 

Professor von Nussbaum's resignation of the Chair of 
Surgery in the University of Munich will not definitely take 
effect till August 15th. The Prince Regent of Bavaria has 
<;onferred on the veteran surgeon the Order of St. Michael, 
second class, with the Star, in recognition of his services to 
humanity, to science, and to medical education. 

The Alvarenga Prize, of the College of Physicians of 
Philadelphia, consisting of one year's income of the bequest 
of the l&ie Sefior Alvarenga, of Lisbon, has been awarded to 
Dr. R. W. Philip, of the Victoria Dispensary for Consump- 
tion and Diseases of the Chest, Edinburgh, for his essay on 
pulmonary tuberculosis, which will be published by the 
college. 

Central Wisconsin Medical Society. — At the annual 
meeting of this society, held in Madison on June 24th, the 
following officers were elected: President, Dr. Julius Noer. 
First Vice-President, Dr. C. R. Greene; Second Vice-Presi- 
dent, Dr. J. A. Mack ; Secretary and Treasurer, Dr. C. S. 
Sheldon; Censors, Drs. H. B. Pavill, C. A. Gill, and Dr. 
Bancroft. 

Law Against Adulteration in Russia. — The Russian 
government has recently enacted some very stringent laws 
against the adulteration of food and drink. Any person guilty 
of adulterating any article of food will be liable to a fine of 
$200^ or imprisonment for three months, for the first offense, 
double this penalty for the second, and deprivation of all 
rights as a citizen for the third. 

The Code of Ethics of Oregon. — In a bill before the 
Oregon legislature, for the regulation of medical practice, 
there is a singular clause providing that licences to practice 
may be revoked for '^unprofessional conduct," which is de- 
fined in the bill as : 1^. Participation in criminal abortion ; 
2^. employing **drummers or steerers;" 3®. promising to 
cure an incurable disease, and taking a fee therefor; 4°. be- 
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trayal of a professional confidence ; 5^. advertising in a false 
or exaggerated manner; 6^. advertising to regulate the men- 
ses of women; 7^. conviction under some charge implying 
"moral turpitude;" *®. habitual intemperance. Like many 
other newly settled communities, Oregon has greatly suffered 
from quacks and advertising adventurers. — Ex. 

A Hospital for Contagious Diseases is not one of the 
institutions that can be found in our large cities and would 
form a very good basis for work for philanthropists who are 
looking around for something to do. The accommodations 
that are provided by municipal governments for patients suf- 
fering from contagious diseases are such as to strike terror 
dnto the hearts of the unfortunates who are forced to resort to 
them. 

Emperor and Eimpress Frederick's Children's Hos- 
pital. — On June 20th last the foundation-stone of the main 
building of the Emperor and Empress Frederick's Children's 
Hospital at Berlin was laid in the presence of the Empress 
EFrederick. Professor Virchow, in the name of the Commit- 
tee, thanked that lady for her unremitting labors on behalf of 
the new institution, toward the cost of which she had collect- 
ed about $100,000. 

Civilizing Nev7 York. — We learn from the Times and 
Register that a number of young ladies, graduates of Vassar 
and Smith Colleges, ha^e organized a college settlement in 
. the slums of New York, where they are making an eflFort to 
civilize the wild children of the neighborhood. Bath-rooms, 
free medical advice, lessons in sewing, cooking and kinder- 
garten, are among their means of elevating the neighborhood. 
>Dr. Caroline Hamilton has her office in the building. 

The Origin of Hospitals. — In the Lancet, May 31, is an 
archseological summary of the most recent discoveries and re- 
*searche^ regarding primitive institutions for the care and cure 
of the sick and wounded (Med, News). Hospitals existed in 
.India as early as the fifth century B. C. In Ceylon, according 
'to the English Orientalist, Tumour, King Pandukabhayo e^- 
iiablished a hospital in his palace, and one of his successors, 
iKing Dutthagamini, in the second century before Christ, es- 
ablished eighteen such institutions in as many different local- 
ties, with a medical staff for each, and the remedial agents of 
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those days. The Baddhist King, Asoka, as shown by Dr. Biih.- 
.ler, had, about the year 250 B. C, hospitals both for man an4 
animals. There were doubtless many other founders of hospi- 
tals whose names are lost, but the Lancet thinks that their 
work was less important than that of the hospitals which de- 
veloped in Rome and elsewhere as the result of the spread of 
Christianity. 

Dr. Jos^ de la Luz Hernandez, one of the oldest and 
most esteemed members of the medical profession in Havana^ 
died on May 3, 1890. He took his degree in medicine in 
1826, and up to a few years ago took a most active part in 
public professional life. He was one of the pioneers of 
hygiene in Cuba, having given public lectures on the subject 
as far back as 1840, and having been instrumental in intro- 
ducing many sanitary improvements in the city of Havana. 

The Heart's Work.^We read in the North American 
Practitioner that the mathematical fiend has recently been at 
work upon a calculation of the work performed by the human 
heart. His calculations are curious, and give the work of the 
heart in miles and beats. It is based upon the presumption 
that the heart beats 69 times each minute and throws blood 
nine feet. Computed thus, the mileage of the blood through 
the body might be taken as 207 yards per minute, 7 miles per 
hour, 168 miles per day, 61,320 miles per year, or 4,292,400* 
miles in a lifetime of seventy years. 

Puffing Extraordinary. — Under this head, the Canadiar^ 
Practitioner publishes a paragraph concerning a certain Cana- 
dian medical college. Oar esteemed contemporary seems to 
•be a little disgruntled,yet the practice it refers tojs one that is 
common enough. It says: From time to time, we see in the 
Toronto Press references made to the wonderful progress 

of Medical College, but a half column which recently 

appeared in one of our prominent journals beats the record. 
Its past and prospective history is painted in very glowing 
terms. Its numbers are large, but its advantages are larger. 
Its professors are wonders to behold and listen to» Their suc*^ 
cess is due to the fact that most of the members of the faculty 
devote their whole time to teaehkag and research,, instead of 
only so much time and energy as could be spared from an exw 
acting medical practice. ' 'An unlooked-for proof '^ is given in 
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an intereBting story respecting the work of a certain German 
commission that came to this continent on a tour of inspection 

of our medical colleges, and, after a weary tramp, met y 

which alone (apparently) was competent to rank with Berlin 
and Leipsig. This is probably an effectual^ it not dignified 

style of advertising, but we believe could afford to get 

along without it. 

Gems (not Germs) from Lawson Tait. — The following: 
are a few dropped by Mr. Tait in a recent address before the 
Cardiff Medical Society : It is the nidus for germs that is to be 
feared, and not the germs themselves, and your every care 
should be to have nothing about that could serve as a soil for 
their growth and development. I use plain water^ no kind of 
chemical compound. ... I never allow nurses to wear watcher 
with second-hands, but I give them a little sand-glass which 
runs for a minute, so that there is no margin for error. ... I 
take the temperature in centigrade, so that the friends of the 
patient may not understand it. 

Increase of Insanity in England and Germany. — It is 
computed that there is an annual increase of 300 to 400 luna* 
tics in London. A new asylum for the accommodation of 
2,000 patients had been begun, and will be finished in about 
two years. At the present rate of increase of lunacy in that 
city a new asylum will be required every five years. The 
population of the city is stated to increase about 80,000 per 
annum, so that a large lunacy increase is explicable. 

It is stated that in the German Empire during the past 
five years there has been an increase of 25 per cent, in the 
number of cases of insanity, against an increase of 3-5 per 
cent, in the population. — Ex. 

Where Travelling is not Altogether Pleasant. — Trav- 
ellers on the Eastern Bengal Railway have placed before 
their eyes on entering the stations of the road, a placard con* 
taining the following cheerful information (Med. Rec): "Pas- 
sengers are hereby cautioned against taking anything to eat 
or drink from unknown persons as there are many who live 
by poisoning travellers. They first of all court acquaintance 
with passengers in a sarai or some other place, and then gain 
their confidence on the plea of being fellow travellers going 
to the same place. When they reach a place convenient for 
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the purpose, they poison the water or food of the passengers, 
who become insensible, and then they decamp with all their 
property. They also at times poison the passenger's water 
when being drawn out of wells, or sweetmeats brought from 
the bazaar, or food when being cooked. 

The University of Tomsk. — The medical faculty of the 
new University of Tomsk (Western Siberia) is being rapidly 
organized. Eight chairs have recently been filled up, Profes- 
sor Albitzdi having been appointed to that of General Pathol- 
ogy, Professor Winogradow to that of Pathological Anatomy, 
Professor Ssudakow to that of Hygiene, Professors Kuzlow 
and Kortunow to those of Special Pathology and Therapeutics 
and Internal Medicine, and Professor Rogowitsch and Dr. 
•Salistchew to that of Surgery. The Chair of Pharmacology, 
which was offered to Dr. Pawlow, is still vacant, owing to that 
gentleman having accepted a similar appointment at Warsaw. 
The erection of the various clinics is being proceeded with, 
and it is hoped they will be ready for the reception of patients 
about the beginning of next year. 

Indecent Advertisements. — A step in the right direction 
is that which has been recently made in England, and it is 
one which could be advantageously adopted in this country. 
The Indecent Advertisements Act, passed last session, ex- 
pressly declares '* that any advertisement relating to syphilis, 
.gonorrhoea, nervous debility, or other complaint or infirmity, 
arising from or relating tO sexual intercourse, shall be deemed 
to be printed or written matter within the meaning of the 
Act ; and provides that the person who gives or delivers to 
any other person any such indecent picture, or printed or 
' written matter, with the intent that the same should be so af- 
fixed, inscribed, delivered^ or exhibited, is liable to a penalty 
not exceeding £5, or, in the discretion of the court, to impris- 
onment for not more than three months with or without hard 
labour.'' 

A Strange Accident. — We clip the following from the 
Medical Record: Death sometimes seizes his victim in most 
queer and unexpected ways, but a stranger accident than one 
that happened not long ago in this city has seldom been re- 
<;orded. A lady who had been suffering for several years from 
pulmonary trouble, had been advised to try inhalations of hot 
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air, and had purchased an apparatus for that purpose. In this 
apparatus is a thermometer, by means of which the patient is 
enabled to tell when the temperature is at the required height 
for the inhalations. One day the lady noticed a peculiar dry- 
ness of the throat coming on during the inhalation, but did 
not think much about it until it began to grow very uncom- 
fortable. Then she inspected the apparatus, and found that 
there was a white powder in the inhaling tube. Removing 
this, she resumed the inhalations, but was soon obliged to de- 
sist on account of a sudden illness. This increased, and, in 
spite of treatment, the; lady died the following day. Exami^ 
nation of the apparatus showed that the thermometer had 
broken, and the mercury falling out had been volatilized by 
the great heat and had caused fatal mercurial poisoning. 

A Curious Case. — The following is reported in the Amer^ 
ican Lancet : An interesting case, owing to the mistaken di» 
agnosis and curious termination, occurred in one of Philadel- 
phia's leading hospitals, during the past month. A man was 
run over by a carriage, his injuries consisting of a fractured 
rib and an injury on the left side of the head directly over the 
speech centre; one side of the face was paralyzed and he made 
no answer to questions. It was believed the skull was frac- 
tured, and trephining was advised. One of the physicians, 
however, was doubtful regarding the fracture, though all the 
symptoms were indicative of its presence with the exception 
of a perfectly healthy appearance, very contradictory to the 
injury. The man was asked if he could speak, but no reply 
was received. Finally a pencil and paper were handed him 
with the request he write his name. In response to further 
inquiries he said he was a deaf mute and had had facial paral- 
ysis since birth. The case is of interest, showing how an in- 
correct diagnosis maybe reached, though the symptoms pres- 
ent point strongly to its correctness. 

Antisepsis Among the Ancient Greeks. — We read in 
one of our exchanges that Professor Andreas Anagnostakis, of 
Athens, gives in the Deutsche Medicinische Wochensch'rift, some 
interesting facts in reference to the employment of antiseptic 
measures among the ancient Greeks. Hippocrates and Galen 
were aware that an unclean condition of wounds retarded 
liealing. They were also well acquainted with the fact that 
by thorough hsemostasis, suture and the employment of 
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antiseptic measures, infection of wounds might be prevented. 
Hippocrates warned his disciples against the use of moist 
dressings, on account of the danger of suppuration, and for- 
bade the employment of drugs before the wound was dry. 
Above all, says Galen, avoid dirt, as it prevents healing. 
The ancient Greeks boiled their water before applying it to 
wounds. Sponges were avoided, and charpie recommended 
in their stead, which was to be destroyed after use. One of 
the principal antiseptic substances then in use was wine,, 
which was usually heated before using, and with which, ac- 
cording to Hippocrates, all wounds were to be washed. Dress- 
ings dipped in wine were also applied to the wound. Salt 
was in very general use, either in solution or in the form of 
sea- water. The solutions were rendered aseptic by boiling. 
Sulphate of copper was relied upon as an antiseptic for foul 
wounds, and was also put into use as a haemostatic. Tar was 
highly praised for its antiseptic virtues, and was either ap- 
plied in the form of a dressing or directly poured upon the 
wound. Besides these, many aromatics and bitters were in 
daily usage, among which were thyme, rosin, asphaltum, etc.^ 
used as dressings, or in the form of plasters. Galen was ac- 
quainted with catgut, and advised the use of non-putrefying 
substances for sutures. Prof. Anagnostakis declares that all 
this was not empiricism, but an antiseptic method founded 
upon some knowledge of the principles governing the healing 
ot wounds. 

Meeting of the Committee on State Sanitation. — Re- 
sults of Action by the Missouri State Medical Association. — 
The sanitary committee of the Missouri State Medical Associ* 
ationmet at Sedalia on July 10th, with Dr. Trader presiding, 
and Dr. Highsmith, Secretary. 

This meeting was the outcome of a resolution passed by the 
State Medical Association at the last meeting, authorizing the 
President to appoint a committee to consist of one member 
from each Congressional district in order to further the sani- 
tary organization of the State by asking needed legislation 
from the next General Assembly, and to keep the State Board 
of Health in the performance of its public health duties. 

The committee as appointed consists of the following gen- 
tleman. First district D.H. Shields, Hannihal. Second dis- 



1890.] Melange. 133 

trict, G. R. Highsmith, CarroUton. Third district, Tinsley 
Brown, Hamilton. Fourth district, E. A. Donelan, St. Joe. 
Fifth district, P. S. Fulkerson, Lexington. Sixth district, J. 
W. Trader, Sedalia. Seventh district, A. B. Miller, Macon 
City. Eighth district, L. P. Pohlman, St. Louis. Ninth dis- 
trict, F. J. Lutz, St. Louis. Tenth district, R. J. StoflFel, St, 
Louis. Eleventh district, C. A. Thompson, Jeflferson City, 
Twelfth district, G. W. Holcomb, Clinton. Thirteenth dig* 
trict, W. A. Camp, Springfield. Fourteenth district, H. B, 
Shuttee, West Plains. 

A resolution was passed empowering each member of the 
committee to appoint one in each county as a sub-committee 
with power to act, the member from the congressional district 
to act as chairman, and all meetings shall be subject to hit 
call. 

On motion the chairman and secretary were appointed to 
draft the address to the public setting forth the necessity of 
sanitary measures for the public welfare. 

The secretary was instructed to notify absent members of 
their duties and to get the sub-committees in working order 
as soon as possible. 

A resolution was adopted that the secretary be instructed 
to prefix to the address of the general committee to the public, 
an abstract of the proceedings of this meeting, including 
therein a copy of the resolution of the State Association under 
which the committee was created and established. 

The meeting adjourned to assemble again at the time and 
place designated by the chairman. 

Acromegaly. — The following excellent r6sum6 of the char- 
acters of this interesting disease is clipped from the New York 
Medical Journal : Within the last few years this disease has 
been brought before the notice of the profession, and now cases 
are being found in all the large centers of clinical research. 
The credit of first having discribed this very strange afiection 
is undoubtedly due to Marie, who made a study of certain 
cases at Charcot's clinic in Paris. His records have been pub- 
lished in the numbers of the Revue de mSdecine for the current 
year, and have attracted a great deal of attention. 

Quite recently the description of a case was given at the 
meeting of the Association of American Physicians at Wash- 
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ington. In addition to the work done foy Mari^, H. SuzA*Leite» 
another of Charcot's pupils, has collected all that is known of 
this strange disease, and, having added some original ohserva- 
tions made at Charcot's clinic, has published a comprehensive 
treatise which embodies all our present knowledge of the sub- 
ject. 

The disease begins by a gradual thickening of the hands, 
which become uniformly enlarged, the other members not al- 
tering their form. But after the hands become enlarged a 
change comes over the face in that it becomes longer by a 
well-marked prognathism. The lower lip grows thick and 
pendulous, the nose becomes hypertrophied, the orbital arches 
become prominent, the lids thicken, and the skin generally 
undergoes pigmentation. Deformity extends to the trunk, 
lateral curvature of the spine takes place in the cervico-dorsal 
region, the ends of the ribs become prominent, and the patient 
comes to present a humpbacked appearance. In addition to 
the changes, the patient complains of headache, of pains in 
various parts of the body, of increased thirst and hunger, and 
of disturbances of vision, and in women amenorrhcea is wont 
to occur. These are the principal characteristics of the dis- 
ease. But there are other less striking ones which are impor- 
tant from a diagnostic point of view. 

For the first two years of its course, the progress of the 
disease may be rapid, but at the end of that time a stationary 
period is reached, with occasional exacerbations of the symp- 
toms already present, the patients eventually dying either by 
the cachexy induced or by reason of some cerebral lesion. 
They are lesions which belong especially to acromegaly, and it 
is doubtless a distinct disease. The lesion most constant 
present is a considerable enlargement of the pituitary body, 
which acts in all respects like a tumor at the base of the brain 
and has all the accompaniments of such a structure — viz., 
compression of all cerebral structures, but especially those con- 
cerned with vision. The ganglia and the nervous cords of the 
sympathetic aflFord evidence of having undergone hypertrophy 
the thymus is persistent, and lesions are found in the thyreoid 
body, the heart and the vessels. After the changes in the 
pituitary body have occurred, similar processes begin to take 
place in the bony parts, the sella turcica becomes enlarged 
and other bony changes have been found. 
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The cause of this strange malady is obscure. It begins in 
adolescence or in matnre age, and some of the patients give 
bistories of antecedent mental shock, exposure to cold, rheu- 
matism,or syphilis, but nothing is really known of its etiology. 
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The Marion Sims Medical College located at the oomei' 
of Grand Avenue and Caroline Street is to be boused in a band< 
some structure of which the annexed cut represents the front 
elevation. As will be seen at a glance it will be a structure 



Fig. 7. Front Elevation of Marion Sims Medical College. 

four stories in height of an attractive architectural design 
and provided with all the modern facilities for giving a medi- 
cal education. The college proposes to keep in line with all 
of the older institutions and will share in the revival which 
has taken place in the way of modernizing structures to adapt 
them to the present needs of medical instruction. The usual 
number of laboratories, clinical rooms, amphitheatres, etc., 
will be provided and the building will be completed in time 
to open the Fall session. 

The Clerk of the Board of Health, of St. Louis, is Dr. 
Edward Finney, he having been appointed to fill the vacancy 
caused by the resignation of Dr. W. L. Blickhahn, the former 
clerk. 
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The Medical Colleges all state that there will be larger 
classes next winter than heretofore. If we are to judge of 
St. Louis as a medical centre of instruction from these indi- 
cations, there is no room left to doubt of its progress. 

The College Buildings now in the course of erection are 
going up rapidly. Bach one promises to be completed in time 
to open in September and from the manner in which work is 
being pushed there seems to be almost a certainty of this. 

Trephining Under Hypnotism. — It is not generally 
known that Dr. A. B. Shaw trephined a man in this city on 
May 15th last, while the subject was under hypnotic influ- 
ence. The case was one of traumatic epilepsy, Jacksonian 
culvulsionsand hemiplepia existing. Dr. Benno von Stein- 
^rnetz hypnotized the patient and the operation was success- 
fully performed before quite a large audience of physicians at 
St. Mary's Infirmary. The operation lasted one hour. Chlo- 
roform or ether could not be administered with safety on ac- 
count of the heart and kidney lesions which existed. This 
case is one which so far as we know^ is an unique one of its 
kind. 

The Medical Societies of this city seem to have resolved 
themselves into a number of select circles. While the mem- 
bership of each one is fairly large, a looker-on would be struck 
by a peculiarity. A certain number of members are regular 
attendants at the meeting of one particular society, and are 
but occasionally seen at any of the others. Beyond this, how- 
ever, there are some who never attend any meeting during the 
year, except the annual, and then they go for the laudable 
purpose of voting. This latter feature has been so glaring 
that no small amount of complaining has been the result. 
* Gentlemen who are never present practically control^the elec- 
tion of officers, while those who have worked during the whole 
year are consigned to the silent and weak minority. 
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Business 3tems. 

Peacock's Bromides. — Dr. M. J. Faivre, of Hamilton, 
0., writes as follows : In short I can say, in twenty-five yeat& 
of practice I have never found an equal to Peacock's Brom- 
ides for fits and disturbed nerve centers. It possesses a su- 
periority over fits far beyond my expectations. I have rec- 
ommended it for all it is worth in our locality. 

**With Hesitancy.*'— 

Washington, D. C, July 8th, 1890. 
Antikamnia Chemical Co., St. Louis, Mo. 

Gentlemen: — Since the receipt of your Antikamnia, I have 
tried its efiect on four patients — all adults — with the most 
gratifying results in each case. The causes of distress were 
Hysteria and Neuralgia. 

t administered the first do£e.(gr. y.) to the neuralgic pa- 
tient, with hesitancy, for experimenting with new remedies I 
avoid as a rule. Relief was so quickly manifested, however, 
that subsequently I gave a similar quantity, at a dose, to the 
other patients. 

The drug thus far has been pleasing in its action^ and I 
will continue its use where indicated. 

Respectfully, 
C. B. PosTLEY, M. D., 1429 11th Street, N. W. 
''Antikamnia" is valuable in Neuralgia, Myalgia, Sciatica, 
Acute Rheumatism, Hemicrania; also Headache and other 
Neuroses due to Irregularities of Menstruation. Further 
information and samples sent free to any reputable physician 
on application. Antikamnia Chemical Co., Saint Louis. 

Listerine. — The London Medical Recorder for March, last 
has the following: ''Listerine is an antiseptic and deodoriz- 
ing preparation which has for many years been a favorite with 
American surgeons. Its qualities are due to the essential an- 
tiseptic constituents of thyme, eucalyptus, baptisia, gaultheria 
mentha arvenis, in combination with which is associated a 
stated quantity of benzo-boraric acid. Experience points to 
its reliability in obtaining that condition of asepsis which is 
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the ideal of every surgeon, and it has the distinct advantage 
of being fragrant and non-poisonous. Its antiseptic and 
anti-frmentative properties are not confined to lesions of the 
surface structures, and it is largely used for internal medi- 
cation, in doses of a teaspoonful^ in suitable cases. It does 
not coagulate serous albumen, and it is thus free from the 
drawback which so markedly limits the action of such agents 
fis corrosive sublimate most of which are, moreover, extremely 
poisonous. Listerine, then is an agreeable and powerful anti- 
septic and deodorizer, well adapted for ordinary surgical 
work, available for internal administration, and useful for 
gargles, mouth-washes and lotions, for which purpose it may 
be employed without hesitation, seeing that no mishap can 
-occur, even in unskilled hands." 

Chronic Nervous Headache. — 

9 Celerina 6 g. 

Tinct. HyoBciamus <.l S* 

Tinct. Gelsemium 1 g. 

M. 8ig. : One teaspoonful taken before going to bed. 

« 

Two Interesting New Drugs. — Among new drugs re- 
cently investigated are two of much promise, cocillana and 
naregamia alata. The evidence thus far obtained from clini- 
cal experience would indicate that these remedies are likely 
to prove an important addition to the expectorants and re- 
spiratory stimulants now employed. In the spasmodic cough 
of acute bronchitis, in the hacking cough of phthisis, and 
wherever there is marked interference with the respiratory 
function through accumulation of secretion of the inflamed 
membranes, these remedies are likely to prove efficient. 
Parke, Davis & Co., who have introduced these remedies, 
ofiers samples of them to physicians desiring to test them 
clinically, also reprints of articles concerning them, free of 
charge. 
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©rigtnal Contributions. 

Extension in the Treatment op Traumatic Injuries of the 
Spine.* By A. M. Powell, M. D., Collinsville, 111., 
Member American Medical Association; Mississippi Valley 
Medical Association ; Illinois State Medical Association ; 
and Ex- President Madison Co., Medical Society. 

Neurologists have lately been, making numerous and very 
interesting experimental investigations of the effects of stretch- 
ing in the various affections of the spinal nervous system, 
some of the results bordering upon the marvelous. From the 
stretching of a single nerve trunk, practiced with varying re- 
sults, for a number of years past, an advance has been made 
by applying the same principle to the entire spinal cord. 
The subject may be said to be in an inchoate state as yet; and 
it will require long experimental research to determine its 
value, and especially to scientifically differentiate conditions 
amenable to benefit by this treatment. The theory of its 
modus medendi is merely speculative. '^ Some alteration of 
the nutrition of the nerve tissue" is the only explanation 
ventured upon. Of course, this, like so many other so-called 
explanations respecting the nervous system, is too vague to be 
deemed scientific. The effect of manipulation — massage — on 
more or less healthy parts, and even upon neoplasms, is gen- 
erally accepted, and that this effect is brought about by 
changes in the nutrition through modification of the circula- 

-'^Kead before the Madison Co., Medical Society. 

187 
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tion of the parts, while not scientifically explanatory, is suf- 
ficiently satisfactory to warrant a continuance of the practice. 
The breaking up of adhesions, allowing molecular changes to 
take place with greater facility, doubtless plays a part in the 
effects of manipulation, thus favoring nutritive changes. 

Theories aside, observation has demonstated curative 
effects in a sufficiently large number and variety of cases to 
draw widespread attention to this method as relating to idio- 
pathic diseases of the spinal cord, but up to this time little 
has been said respecting the promises of the treatment for 
traumatic cases. It seems to the writer that in certain select 
cases the method gives promise of happy results. For exam- 
ple, in a given case, we will say, of fracture of a dorsal body, 
where the effects of traumatism are not absolutely destructive 
of tissue of the cord, but such as result from changes in the 
nutrition as a result of pressure, supposing the pressure re- 
lieved and this fact of itself not sufficient to restore the integ- 
rity of the cord, may not stretching here give results similar 
to those derived in idiopathic cases? In considering this 
phase of the subject I am leaving out the effect of the mere 
removal of mechanical pressure and the natural tendency to 
improvement as a result of this. Taken in conjunction, these 
fill, to a certain extent, two of the indications in paraplegia 
produced by fracture in the spinal column, viz: the removal 
of mechanical pressure and the supposed advantage of mole- 
cular change as a result of stretching. 

Deformities of the column resulting from diseases, such as 
necrosis of the bones or diseases of the cartilages, accompanied 
by paralysis in some cases, have long been treated by suspen- 
sion and fixation with, in many cases, the happiest results. 
Sayre, and others before him, have seemingly had in view 
only the removal of, and permanent immunity from, pressure 
upon the cord ; but without any idea of the more modern ex- 
pectations of modification of the nutrition of the cord by the 
stretching process. The rest secured by immobility through 
the application of plaster, leather, or felt jackets no doubt con- 
tributes to the restorative processes of nature in all such cases. 
But the point I am aiming to determine is that in addition to 
the benefits to be derived by fixation we may obtain the same 
beneficial results from stretching for traumatic cases that ate 
being obtained from this method in idiopathic disease. Mani- 
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festly, when traumatic violence has been so great as to des- 
troy at once the integrity of the cord or any of its parts, little 
could be expected from any measure, but when we remember 
that large nerves have been severed and even portions of their 
length dissected out without permanently destroying their 
functions, it encourages us to hope for something, even in con. 
siderable solutions of continuity of the cord, if the reparative 
powers are given an opportunity to assert themselves by re- 
movitig pressure and stimulating action by stretching. Oper- 
ative procedures, such as trephining and the like, for the pur- 
pose of relieving pressure, have been attended with such un- 
satisfactory results, often fatal, that these have been relegated 
to the domain of last resorts. If no importance is to be at- 
tached to the hope of benefit of improved nutrition from 
stretching, then even suspension should be tried in certain 
cases with the view alone of removing pressure. If ankylosis 
is already established, of course, no benefit would be derived, 
but no one can say with certainty when this has or has not oc- 
curred. A series of suspensions may determine the fact. I 
am willing to admit that in certain cases suspension might 
add to the trouble ; but since all surgical procedures are at- 
tended with some danger, we would be justified in incurring 
the meagre risk of this method in properly selected cases. 

Recently we have had an opportunity of putting into prac- 
tice the views here presented. C. J. E., set. about 35, was ad- 
mitted to our Sanitarium in Collins ville. Five months prior to 
admission while seated upon the floor of a coal mine, engaged 
in running a machine, he received a mass of falling roof on 
the shoulders, which, violently flexing the spine, crushed the 
body of the eleventh dorsal vertebra. Other injuries were 
inflicted, but none of consequence. He had been treated 
at his home until bed-sores necessitated his being sent to an 
hospital in St. Louis, where he remained until sent to our 
institution. Had been paralyzed from the hips down, 
from the first with first retention and then incontinence of 
urine and fseces. At the time of admission there was total 
paralysis of motion and sensation in both lower extremities 
and extending to the sphincters. At the site of injury there 
was sharp posterior angulation, but no compl&int of pain or 
tenderness — indeed his attention had never been called, he 
said to the true seat of injury. The patient's general health 
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was good, except some malarial symptoms^ he not having 
fully recovered from repeated attacks of chills and fever while 
in the hospital at St. Louis. 

There was marked atrophy of the muscles of the lower 
half of the body and limbs with the characteristic apparent 
distortion of the joints of paralytics. 

The patient was put upon general treatment with a view 
to ridding him of malarial poison, and to building up the 
general health. Massage and muscle beating to the lower ex- 
tremities, and finally faradism from the hips downward. Twa 
weeks ago we determined to try (Suspension and since then, 
my son and associate, Dr. McD. M. Powell, has put into daily 
use the suspending apparatus of Dr. A. B. Shaw, of St. Louis^ 
The stances at first were continued only the fraction of a min- 
ute, but have bieen increased to about five minutes. At first 
some twenty pounds of weight were taken from the head — 
this has been increased to sixty pounds and the whole of the 
patient's weight — about 165 pounds-— will ultimately be taken 
from this point. 

There has been a very considerable diminution of the an- 
gularity already, while suspended, and it is hoped that in the 
course of a few weeks we will reach the maximum reduction^ 
when a fixation jacket will be applied and the suspensions 
continued. 

During the past three or four months decided improve- 
ment has taken place in motion and some improvement in 
sensation. This is largely attributable to the massage and 
faradism, but since beginning suspension the improvement is 
much more rapid. 

Of course, it is impossible to say whether the cord in this 
case is sufiering from lesion of continuity or from pressure^ 
and it is equally impossible to foretell final results. All we 
can say is that the progress already made is encouraging^ 
and if final recovery is reached, will, I believe, be due to the 
suspension. I hope to have the honor of reporting final re- 
sults to the Society at some future time. 

Collins ville, 111., January, 1890, 



The American Climatological Association will hold its 
regular annual meeting at Denver, on September 2d, 3d and 
4th. A good attendance is expected. 
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Clinical Heports* 

A New Operative Procedure for the Formation of an 
Urethra in Operations for Curb of Hypo- or Epispa- 
dias. By Waldo Briogs^ M. D., Professor of Surgery 
Beaumont Medical College, Consulting Surgeon to City 
and Female Hospitals, etc., St. Louis. 

The numerous difficulties encountered in operations for the 
•cure of epispadias and hypospadias, and the many failures 
experienced in proceeding by the methods usually employed, 
<saused me recently to make a new departure in this line of 
surgery, which has proven eminently successful. 

The case in question was that of a man, white, thirty-five 
years of age, family history excellent, and of unusually robust 
-constitution. His penis was normal in size and general ap- 
pearance, but on examination, it was found that the urethra 
was rudimentary throughout the pendulous portion, the 
meatus urinarius, being just anterior to the scrotum. From 
thence to the bladder the passage was normal. The patient 
stated that the flap operation had been unsuccessfully made 
upon him several times, and the evidences of cicatricial tissue 
proved that further attempts in this direction by any of the 
usual methods would be worse than useless. After a little 
thought, I concluded that there was at least a possibility of 
•success in an attempt to perforate the pendulous portion in 
the path of the rudimentary urethra. I proceeded as follows : 

A tenotome, with a long handle, was inserted at the rudi- 
mentary meatus in the glans, and was made to perforate the 
:8tructure just under the tissues of the corpora cavernosa down 
to the hypospadic urethral opening, entering the normal por- 
tion of the urethra just posterior to the latter. A straight 
sound or a small catheter was passed daily thereafter, and on 
withdrawing it an injection of chloro-phenique was made. 
The wound healed kindly first, and continued rapidly. In 
two weeks after the operation, I closed the old opening by 
paring the edges and attaching with continuous sutures. 
Urination is now normal in every respect, the patient expe- 
riencing no difficulty whatever. 



142 Clinical Reports. [September, 

It seems to me that this procedure is applicable to a large 
class of deformities and abnormalities of the urethra, and the 
success attending this instance leads me to hope that it offers 
a method for the relief of many otherwise hopeless cases. 



Corresponbence* 

» 

TYPHO-MALARIAL FEVER. 

Editors St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal : 

It is passing strange to the writer that there are practition- 
ers of medicine in Missouri who have been engaged in the 
treatment of diseases peculiar to the climate of this State in 
the last twenty-five years, who claim that there is no such 
thing as typho-malarial fever. They say that they never met 
with a case, and yet they have been in the practice for the 
last thirty years. They call all such cases typhoid fever. 
Not long since we read an article from the pen of one of 
Missouri's leading physicians, stating that had never met 
with a case. We have heard others state that they had 
plenty of cases of typhoid fever. 

Now, while we would not doubt the diagnostic ability of 
these professional brethren who stand high in their profes- 
sion, we cannot account for such statements. If there be a 
disease that is common in Missouri, that disease is typho- 
malarial, or malarial typhoid — ^just as you see fit to call it» 
Typhoid fever is not so common ; in fact, pure, uncompli- 
cated, idiopathic typhoid, or enteric fever is a rare disease in 
Missouri, compared to typho-malarial fever. 

We have, for the last thirty years, been a close student of 
the diseases prevalent in Missouri having practiced medicine 
in Clay, Platte, Clinton, Randolph, Chariton and Callaway 
Counties — and have met with many cases of typho-malarial 
fever, or malarial fever in typhoid form, nearly every year. 
In fact, we may safely say that during August, September 
and October of each year every busy practitioner expects to 
treat a good many cases of this disease. 

Some writers claim that to say there is a difference be- 
tween typho-malarial fever and typhoid fever, is **a distinc- 
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tion without a difference." Now, let as compare the symp- 
toms as they occur in a malarial climate. 

1°. In typhoid fever you always have an enteric disease, or 
disease of Pyer's patches — frequently with disease of the 
other small glands. Yes^ I say you always have this in a 
pure case of typhoid fever. In typho-malarial fever you 
rarely ever meet with any disease in these glands. 

2^. In pure typhoid fever you always have diarrhoea, 
which often exists from the beginning of the case until it 
ends. In typho-malarial fever you are rarely troubled with 
this symptom, unless it be the result of bad treatment. 

3^ Tympanites is nearly always present in typhoid fever ; 
sometimes it is present in mlaarial typhoid fever. 

4^. The prodromic characteristic symptoms lasting trom 
one to two weeks are nearly always present to warn the wide- 
awake physician what he may expect — such as pain in the 
loins ; headache ; a state of general lassitude ; dusky eyes ; 
not sick enough to go to bed, yet too sick to attend to busi- 
ness ; pain in the right or left iliac region ; pain in the epi- 
gastric and the hypogastric regions; urine high colored; bowels 
loose, etc. In typho-malarial fever the patient has a chill 
and the fever continues. Sometimes the chill is absent and 
there are but slight rigors to warn you ; the bones ache ; the 
tongue is coated ; the bowels are constipated. The patient 
says, ^* Doctor, I believe I have bilious or remittent fever,' 
but he does not get well in two, or three, or ten days, as he 
used to from bilious fever. The fever continues in spite of 
your treatment — it assumes a typhoid form. 

There is a marked difference as to the temperature in the 
two diseases, both as to height and variations, and in other 
respects. Tenderness upon pressure with gurgling or borbo- 
rygmus, is always present in the bowels of a typhoid patient. 
It is not always present in the typho-malarial case — constipa- 
tion is the trouble you have constantly to overcome here. We 
may safely say that about one-third of the cases of this 
disease are troubled with any positive tenderness of the 
bowels — typho-malarial patients complain of the same regions 
as the remittent fever patient. 

6®. In the last period of typhoid fever cases you have low 
muttering delirium with subsultus tendinum, lasting some- 
times for ten days, while in typhoid malarial it is the excep- 
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tion to the rule. If the case is well managed it is exceed- 
ingly rare. 

7*^. As to prognosis — ^typhoid fever pure is a grave and often 
fatal disease, ending the life of the patient by perforations of 
the bowel, or death results from debility or inanition 
Typho-malarial fever, while it is often long and tedious in 
•duration, is not often fatal, and perforation rarely ever takes 
place. We believe the prognosis of the two diseases will and 
does depend largely on the physician's diagnosis and treat- 
ment. 

8^. In typhoid fever your patient needs a good nurse and 
but little medicine from the commencement to complete con- 
valescence. In typho-malarial fever a good nurse is needed, 
and heroic treatment from the beginning to the close of the 
disease. You must watch both carefully and see them fre- 
quently ; you must meet every change promptly, and study 
each individual case as if it were the first and last case you 
ever expected to treat. 

We can not express our contempt for a routinist in prac- 
tice, who treats every case just exactly alike. If there be 
any two diseases that the human flesh is heir to, that are sus- 
ceptible to successful treatment, and that will reward the 
physician well for his care aud skill, those two are typhoid 
and typho-malarial fever. Alas ! So many physicians have 
but two or three remedies that they give in the treatment of 
these diseases, and boast of it to the disgust of the intelli- 
gent public and the enlightened wide-awake practitioner. 
Having kept a record of many cases of typho-malarial fever, 
we can say that in twenty-five years' experience we have 
never met two cases that required just the same treatment. 
We have neither time nor space at present to give even an 
outline of treatment, but will speak of the difference in the 
two disease as regards treatment. 

In the treatment of typhoid fever mercury in any form is 
rarely ever indicated. In typho-malarial fever the mild 
chloride is indicated in nearly every case in the beginning or 
in some stage of it afterwards. It is almost a sine qua non. 
In typhoid fever quinine is often indicated on account of its 
malarial feature or masque. In typho-malarial fever you 
cannot get along without it — it is the '* sine qua non est" — 
our sheet anchor. In typhoid fever astringents and anodynes 
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€iuch as plumbi acetas and opium in some form with bis- 
muth and others are necessary in every stage of the attack. 
In typho-malarial fever they are rarely needed except in 
cases that have been allowed too much purgation, or have 
not been properly treated. Cathartics and laxatives are fre- 
quently indicated. Stimulants, tonics and nourishment are 
necessary in both cases. 

The success of every physician depends largely upon the 
<;haracter of the nurse who waits on the sick. If you cannot 
get a good nurse, one who has had experience and does not 
know more than the physician, you had better call into exer- 
cise your own skill as a nurse. We have heard some physi- 
cians who gloried in the fact, and boasted of it that, they were 
no nurses — ** they never did any of that." If we were ill we 
would expect to die if any of this kind waited on us. 

No physician who does not understand nursing, and caring 
for the sick, can reasonably expect to be successful in the 
treatment of these diseases. 

Do not take many cases at a time, and visit often those you 
do take. 

There are two things that every true physician enjoys, to- 
wit : the confidence of his patient, and the success resulting 
from his careful treatment of that patient. Some of your 
cases of typhoid fever will die in spite of you, while most of 
your cases of typho-malarial fever will yield to good treat- 
ment. C. W. Watts. 

Auxvasse, Mo., July 9, 1890. 



Leprosy in Dutch Guiana. — According to a bishop of 
Dutch Guiana, leprosy prevails to a more serious extent in 
that colony than is generally supposed. Three of the Re- 
demptionist fathers have been attacked by the disease, and 
one is now slowly dying of it at the leper station of Batavia. 

The American Dermatological Association will hold 
its fourteenth annual meeting at Richfield Springs, New York, 
September 2d, 3d and 4th next. Some seventeen papers are 
already promised, and doubtless there will be more. Besides 
this, the address of the president and the reports of the com- 
mittee on statistics and of that on nomenclature, will make 
the meeting both interesting and profitable. 
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REGULATING THE PRACTICE OF MEDICINE, 

We are regaled from time to time with the amusing an- 
nouncement that another State has created a State Board of 
Health to regulate the practice of medicine and surgery with- 
in its borders. It sounds well and gives rise to pleasureable 
emotions within the breast of the righteous and fair-minded. 
A new era is to dawn and the enthusiast feels his morale up- 
lifted. To those who look upon the matter with cool crit- 
icism and whose memories retain the histories of similar oc- 
currences, such an anouncement partakes of the amusing 
slightly tinged with the ridiculous. All the medical practice 
acts which have been adopted by different states are very 
good in their way, but the great drawback seems to be inher- 
ent in them all — inability to enforce them. This inability is 
due to a number of causes which it would be useless to enum- 
erate. Suffice it to say that the ordinary medical practice act 
has had a positively deleterious effect, so far as its original 
purpose is concerned. It has enabled a certain number of 
professional scalawags (if we may be permitted the express- 
ion) to obtain licenses to practice and the display of these li- 
censes forms a tacit acknowledgement from the State in regard 
to their professional standing and ability. No bill will ever 
pass a legislature in which there is not a clause exempting 
from its restrictive provisions those who have practiced (?) 
medicine for a certain number of years. And this is the gate 
which admits a horde of ignorant, designing, and dishonest 
practitioners and quacks. 
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The insufficiency of the ordinary medical practice act has 
been demonstrated in courts of law, time and again. They 
either contain clauses which aim at class legislation or are 
legally so obscure as to be totally worthless* In the few rare 
instances in which this has not been the case various devices 
have been resorted to in order to render the Boards helpless 
or insufficient. Failure to appropriate funds, removal of com- 
petent officers, and securing the appointment of stool pigeons 
are among the few which have proven more or less successful. 

In a recent issue of one pf pur exchanges we find the fol- 
lowing item : 

**The Arrooance op Quackery. — The recent history of 
the Illinois State Board of Health is instructive and disheart- 
ening. Dr. Ranch, who for ten years has been a thorn 
in the side of diploma-mills, nostrum-makers and traveling 
charlatans, has been deposed from his position by the com- 
bined aid of the newspapers, whose advertising columns are 
suffering from deficiency in the announcements of 4ost man- 
hood' restorers. In Oregon the newspapers have raised a 
clamor against the State Examining Board, becouse of its re- 
fusing a license to an advertising quack of the old Buchanan 
stamp. The war is now on and if this individual be permit- 
ted to prey upon the unwary and credulous of Portland, the 
papers will receive $50,000 for advertisements." 

This is but a straw and yet it indicates with certainty the 
way the wind blows. The newspapers make no profit out of 
physicians, but they make enormous amounts of money out 
of frauds. The editorial end is made subservient to the bus- 
iness management in so far as it ramains qiiiet when it should 
be active. Moreover, as Barnum very aptly observed, the 
American public wants to be humbugged and so many are 
aware of this fact that it is no wonder that they take advan- 
tage of this weakness and we are not surprised that they 
thrive. This is an age of advertising and the man who can 
display the largest advertisements is the one who will draw 
the greatest number. Of course, such individuals are short- 
lived in one community — but the field to be covered is so im- 
mense that, as a matter of fact, there is no limit. 

We do not wish to deprecate or oppose State Boards of 
Health. The principle is an excellent one; but the applica- 
tion of it which practically encourages quacks and swindlers, 
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is much more injurious to the profession and community than 
an absolute absence of any imperfect measures could be. No 
law is better than a bad law, and until the profession learns 
how to protect itself and takes measures to this end, not by 
expecting others to work but by doing much hard work itself, 
a solution of the problem will still be reposing in the bosom 
of the future. 

EDITORIAL NOTES. 
PoLYORROMENiTis is a term which we hardly think can be 
found in any medical dictionary. The term was coined but a 
few months ago to signify a '^ phthisis of serous membranes," 
the clinical aspect of which presents a grouping of symptoms 
hitherto undescribed. We are indebted to Dr.. Concato, of 
Genoa, for this, and we are almost inclined to look with favor 
upon Dr. Ercoles' suggestion to name the disorder '*Con- 
cato's Disease." The difficulties and dangers attendant upon 
efforts to pronounce the name proposed by its author, are so 
great as to justify any refuge in such a polysyllabic storm. 

• 

Practice at the Antipodes is not exactly what some im- 
agine it to be. In a recent issue of the Australasian Medical 
Gazette appears an editorial on the overcrowding of the pro- 
fession of Australia. The Gazette goes on to say : " We again 
feel it our duty to warn practitioners in older countries not to 
think that Australia is still the Eldorado for medical men it 
once was. The number of medical men in the Australasian 
colonies is now very great, and as a consequence professional 
competition is perhaps even more severe than in Europe and 
the United States. As a proof of this, we may say that 
there were recently seventy-eight applications by properly 
qualified men for an appointment of resident medical officer 
to the private hospital of a single mining company, the suc- 
cessful candidate being a practitioner already resident. 

The Genus Quack is one having numerous species. A 
particular variety has stirred up the animosity of one of our 
Southern contemporaries who animadverts in this fashion : 
^.^ The medical journals have devoted considerable space, first 
and last, to the discussion of ' quack doctors,' and exposing 
their many unprofessional deeds. From our standpoint one 
of the most contemptible professional wretches known to the 
medical profession in America is the quack — we care not what 
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his attaiDments maybe — who comes Southland locates in 
one of our prosperous cities, ignores all professional dignity^ 
and sets out to ' clean up the field ' by visiting the people 
from house to house, and giving his name, and telling them 
of his wonderful skill as a healer of all diseases, and assuring 
them that his charges are much less than they have been ac- 
customed to paying; and then, to further his ungentlemanly 
and unprofessional schemes, visits every negro at his house 
and work-shop, introducing himself as Dr. ' So-and-8o,' not 
forgetting to be specially polite, therefore addresses his friend 
in black as * Mr. and Mrs. Jones.' We know of a medical 
examining board in Alabama that is lamenting that they let a 
character of this description pass through their hands * by the 
skin of his teeth.' We believe in liberty, and respect a phy- 
sician who has energy and pluck to succeed in his chosen pro- 
fession, but the man, claiming any degree of respectability, 
who would resort to such nefarious means to secure a prac- 
tice, is too contemptible for notice, and is not worthy of rec- 
ognition by the profession of America." 

The Mississippi Valley Medical Association, in its com- 
ing meeting, promises to eclipse even its former record. The 
programme is filling up rapidly with the best men of the Val- 
ley. Aside from this. Dr. John A. Wyeth, the eminent New 
York surgeon, will deliver an address, and Dr. Frank Wood- 
bury, of Philadelphia, will read a paper. The local arrange- 
ments at Louisville are on a scale which is superb. They 
know how to do things there, and they are going to improve 
their reputation. Banquets, balls, receptions and excursions 
are planned. That elegant hall, the Liederkranz hall, has 
been secured. All meetings, exhibits and everything will be 
under one roof. To add to the interest of the occasion, the 
American Rhinological Association will meet at the same 
place the same week, viz., October 6, 7, 8, 1890. The Mis- 
sissippi Valley Medical Association has a*part of its law, that 
nothing can be discussed during the sessions of the society, 
save and except science as brought out by the papers read. 
Everything else, such as ethics, quarrels, medical politics, 
receives attention at the hands of committees, and their de- 
cisions are not open to discussion, but are final, thus saving 
an immense amount of valuable time. The time of the soci- 
ety is not wasted by blatherskite ethical squabblers, who are 
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so thin skinned as to get up in arms at real or fancied though 
just criticisms. The Mississippi Valley Association is the 
out-growth of the old tri-state medical society, which com- 
prised the States of Kentucky, Indiana and IlIinoiB. In 1883, 
at Indianapolis, the name was changed to the present one, 
with the view that the society should draw from the whole 
Mississippi Valley. The meetings are characterized by great 
harmony, intellectual and scientific activity, with absence of 
strife. The officers of the Association are : President, Dr. 
Joseph M. Matthews, Louisville, Ky. ; Vice-President, Dr. 
C; R. Earley, Ridgeway, Pa. ; Secretary, Dr. E. S. McKee, 
Cincinnati; Treasurer, Dr. C. F. McGahan, Chattanooga, 
Tenn. ; Chairman Committee of Arrangements, Dr. I. N. 
Bloom, Louisville, Ky. 

The International Medical Congress, held in Berlin in 
August, proved an unqualified success. There were nearly 
eight thousand members enrolled, and of this number five 
hundred were Americans. France had probably the smallest 
representation in proportion to her size, and considering her 
proximity. A great deal of work was done in the various 
sections, and of such a character as we are to expect from 
gatherings of such standing. Russia extended an invitation 
to meet within her borders in 1898, but this was declined on 
account of the large number of Jews who are members of the 
Congress. The attitude of Russia towards the Jews of late, 
has been such as to scarcely justify their taking the risk of 
penetrating the Russian domain. The next meeting will 
occur in Rome. While from a medical point of view better 
cities exist, there is none in Europe so rich in interest to the 
educated traveler and visitor ; so that, on the whole, it may 
be safely predicted that the next meeting of the Congress will 
also be an unqualified success. 



The British Medical Association is to open its meet- 
ings in Leeds on Wednesday, September 3d, when Sir F. . 
Abel will deliver his address as president. Following pre- 
cedent, the British Pharmaceutical Conference will open on 
Monday evening, September 1st. 
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Znicroscopy. 

American Society of Microscopists — Thirteenth An- 
nual Meeting. — The Detroit meeting of the American Society 
of MicroscopistB is now a matter of history. It has come and 
has gone, and it may be written down as in some respects the 
most successful gathering that the society has ever enjoyed. 
In point of numbers attending from a distance, while it was 
not up to some meetings of former years, the attendance was 
large, and embraced some of those loved and venerated mem- 
bers who for various reasons have been unable to attend. On 
the contrary, some of those who never before missed a meet- 
ing were among the missing. Only two, however, ** from 
life's shining circle "have dropped away during the past 
year — Dr. Newcomer, and Eugene Pinckney of Aurora, 111. 
The absentees among the ** stand-bys " were mostly from 
New England and embraced Prof. Rogers, Dr. W. J. Lewis 
and Miss Mary E. Bpoth, alL of whom up to a few days prior 
to the meeting had expressed their determination to be 
present. Sixty-eight new members were added to the rolls 
only a small number of which were from Detroit, the balance 
being from almost every section of the Union. This large 
increase, independent of local influences and the spasmodic 
enthusiasm always created by a meeting such as ours, is due 
very largely to the good and faithful work of the retiring 
president. Dr. Geo. E. Fell, of Buffalo, N. Y. The retiring 
secretary. Prof. Burrill, of Champaign, 111., also did good and 
efficient work in this direction, while no small amount of 
credit is due to the treasurer, Mr. C. C. Mellor, of Pittsburgh, 
Pa., who wanted to retire, but who, to use his own words be- 
fore the society, when before the nominating committee 
found himself suddenly surrounded, and in the hands of six 
bold, ba-a-d men, who '^ persuaded " him to remain in office 
by threatening him with all sorts of things if he dared to re- 
sign. Mr. Mellor, who was elected to fill the unexpired term 
of Dr. Mosgrove, who resigned, had really a very severe task 
to perform. He took an almost entirely depleted treasury, 
and by careful and skillful management, concludes the De- 
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troit meeting with more money in hand than ever before in 
the history of this society. 

Of Dr. Fell's administration, too much in praise can 
scarcely be said, and if the incoming president and staff can 
leave the affairs of the society in equally good shape, they 
will do exceedingly well. 

We should be derelict did we fail to give due mead of 
praise to the local committees of Detroit microscopists and 
citizens generally, who contributed so much not only to the 
enjoyment of the occasion, but to the actual success of the 
meeting. 

While it may seem invidious, where all worked so faith- 
fully and well, we can not refrain mentioning by name as 
worthy of all praise, the exertions of Dr. W. P. Manton, 
editor of The Microscope, now a prominent practitioner and 
gynaecologist of Detroit, and Dr. R. N. Reynolds. Dr. Man* 
ton had charge of the working session, and Dr. Reynolds of 
the soireSy and both were eminently successful. 

A hnef resume of the papers and work done is all that we 
can give here. But little time was wasted from the initial 
session on the morning of Tuesday, August 12th, until the 
final adjournment Friday, August 15th at 6 p. m. The fol- 
lowing is a list of the papers read and discussed. 

" Resolution of Amphipleura by Central Light," by Dr. 
Dyman Deck, of New York (illustrated by actual exhibition 
of Amphipleura, resolved by aid of a coal oil hand-lamp, the 
flat mirror placed centrally and a oi^e-twelfth Gundlach homo- 
geneous immersion). 

** The Microscope and Camera in the Detection of For- 
gery," by M. D. Ewell, M. D., LL. D., Chicago. A capital 
paper all through, and very interesting to all microscopists. 

" The Structure of the Stomach of Amia Caiva,'' by Grant 
S. Hopkins, Cornell University. 

** Imbedding and Sectioning of Mature Seeds by the Par- 
affin Method," by Willard W. Rowlee, Cornell University. 
(Both these papers were by students in the biological labora- 
tory of Cornell, under Prof. Simon H. Gage, and were ad- 
mirable.) 

*' Microscope Objectives," by T. J. Burrill, was an excel- 
lent and well considered paper, consequent upon and in 
continuation of a paper presented by Prof. Burrill, at Buffalo, 
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last year on the *' Ideal Stand," in which Prof. Burrill gave 
his ideas as a'microscopist and teacher of microscopy upon 
what might be termed the ideal battery of objectives for 
student use. It was discussed by Prof. Gage and others, all 
agreeing with Prof. Burrill, except in the range of amplifica- 
tion desirable in such a battery — Prof. Gage thinking that 
a range from a one-half to one-eighth (dry) preferable to one 
of from one-half to one-fifth. Prof. Burrill explained that the 
higher powers were always kept in reserve for use when 
needed, but not given out to students as a part of his regular 
working tools. 

**Some modes of Treating Nerve Tissue," by Wm. C. 
Krauss, M. D,, Buffalo N. Y. (Will be published). 

**A Review of the Medico-legal questions of the Cronin 
Case," by Marshall D. Ewell, Chicago, replied to by Prof. 
Tolman also of Chicago, who was severely criticised therein 
— Honors easy. 

Prof. Kellicott's paper on the Rotifera of Central Michigan 
was like all work done by him, capital, and adds another to 
the long list of contributions to this enticing department of 
work, already contributed to science by the author. 

Another thoughtful and valuable paper, in the domain of 
histology however, was that by Prof. Gage on the Transition 
from Columnar to Stratified Epithelium. 

SECOND DAY. 

The above were read on the first day. The second day's 
work may be capitulated as follows : 

Governor Jacob D. Cox, Cincinnati, presented the advan- 
tages to accrue to the society by representation at the World's 
Fair, Chicago. Governor Cox is always lucid, forcible and 
convincing, and the matter was referred to a special committee 
of which he is the head, to report a scheme and details of 
such an exhibition. 

''Observations on Mounting, and an Infallible Method of 
securing perfect Injections of Small Animals with Gelatin," 
was a valuable paper by Dr. Reynolds of Detroit, (will be 
given in abstract hereafter.) 

The question of the use of the eye-piece in photo-micro- 
graphy was the subject of a paper by Dr. A. Clifford Merc6r, 
Syracuse, N. Y. and elicited a long but very instructive de- 
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bate participated in by Gov. Cox, Prof. Gage, Prof. Ewell and 
others. Incidentally we may say that the ground here gone 
over WES fought backwards and forwards during the sessions 
whenever a question involving the position of the virtual and 
actual focus, and of the true and theoretical image came up 
during the meeting (as it did on several occasions). 

*'Some Experiments to Determine the Limit of Vision afr 
Related to the Size of the Object Observed,'' by Prof. M. D. 
Ewell. 

* 'Picric and Chromic Acid for the Rapid Preparation of Tis- 
sues for Classes in Histology," by Prof, Gage. The author 
stated that he had had remarkably good results from the use 
of a hardening Quid composed of: 

9 Alcohol 95^ 5 parts. 

Water , 5 parts. 

Picric acid ^ ^....1 part. 

This is excellent for hardening all structures and tissues 
except these of the peripheral nervous system. This paper 
will be given an abstract hereafter. [The reporter would state 
that he has long used a similar preparing fluid not only for 
hardening but for decalcification of small animals — frogs, etc. 
Prof. Kellicott has also had considerable experience with it 
in this direction and endorses it warmly. F. L. J.] 

''Uniformity in Tube-Length," wfes the title of another pa- 
per by Prof. Gage. After discussion it was referred to a com- 
mittee on Tube Length whose report is given later on. 

"The Ammoniacal Fermentation of Urine," by Valentine 
A.Moore, Dept. of Agriculture Washington, D. C. Given in 
abstract hereafter. 

Edward Bausch, Rochester, N. Y., presented a most sci-^ 
entific and excellent paper on "The Full Utilization of the 
Capacity of the microscope and Means]of Obtaining the same." 
We regret that this paper will not bear abstracting as it must 
be given in full to get the benefits of the advice of one of the 
most advanced of the younger American opticians. It is of 
deep interest to all microscopists and is alone worth many 
times the price of the Proceedings, in which alone it will ap- 
pear. 

"Epithelium of the Brain Cavities," by Pierre A. Fish, 
Cornell University (another good histological paper from 
Prof. Gage's working students). 
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presidential address. 

In the evening of the second day Dr. Fell read the annual 
presidential address. The subject was '^The Influence of 
Electricity on Protoplasm." 

Dr. Pell was one of the experts present at the first execu- 
tion by electricity in the history of the world — that of Kemm- 
ler, at Auburn, N. Y. The paper was devoted to the consid- 
eration of the scientific details of the execution, and is one 
that will not bear abstracting. We can state, however, that 
Dr. Fell was most positive in his assertions that death in the 
case of Kemmler was instantaneous and painless, and that 
notwithstanding the newspaper sensationalism that was scatn 
tered broadcast throughout the civilized world the execution 
was in every way successful, marred only by the conduct of 
the self constituted spokesman for the physicians, Dr. Spitz- 
ka, who appears to have '4ost his head" just when he needed 
his wits most. Dr. Fell subsequently presented specimens of 
the blood, heart, lungs, kidney, etc. of the executed man to 
such of the association as he thought would make best use of 
them. The paper occupied an hour and a half in delivery, 
notwithstanding the author cut it considerably, but it was lis- 
tened to with breathless attention. 

THIRD DAY. 

Prof. Kellicott opened the morning by a discussion of the 
subject assigned him — the advisability of adding more names 
to the Publication Committee. After a long and earnest de- 
bate certain resolutions were passed, but as the provisions of 
these were found to be contrary to the organic law of the 
Society, the whole matter was left to the Committee on Re- 
vision of the Constitution. This committee, it was under- 
stood, would submit their final report to this meeting, but it 
was learned that there would be separate reports from at 
least two of the members, both of whom were unavoidably 
absent, the whole matter was put over to next meeting. 

'* Collodion for Embedding " was the title of a short paper 
by Prof. Gage. 

WORKING SESSION. 

This occupied the time of the Society from 2 p. m. until 
4 p. M. Thursday afternoon. It was unusually full and varied 
and was largely visited, not only by members, but by citizens. 
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A very pleasant feature therein was to see Mr. E. H. Griffith, 
the veteran microscopist, and undoubtedly the founder of the 
session, at his place and hard at work. The society has 
missed Mr. Griffith for two or three years, and all the old 
members were delighted to have him once more in the har- 
ness. We shall take good care that he does not get away 
again. 

After the adjournment of the working session, two or three 
testimonial papers were read, and at 5 p. m. the society ad- 
journed to get ready for 

THE SOIREE. 

This was held at Princess Rink, and was attended by about 
three thousand people. There were one hundred and seventy- 
three microscopes in place exhibiting the usual range of in- 
teresting objects, fully described in former years. Space 
forbids our making mention of many new features introduced 
by exhibitors at the entertainment, and which Detroit people 
found so interesting, that it was mighty hard work to ^' get a 
move on " the crowds at many points. This, in fact, was the 
only disagreeable feature of the evening. 

LAST DAY. 

The discussion of the question of the advisability of meet- 
ing at the same time and place as the American Association 
for the advancement of science opened the session. It was 
debated by Profs. Seaman and Claypole in the affirmative, 
and by Dr. James and a number of others in the negative. It 
was finally determined that the whole matter should be left 
where the law of the Society puts it — in the hands of the ex- 
ecutive committee, with the request that if possible, the 
meeting of the Society should be called one week prior to 
that of the Association, and at some place as near to that 
designated for the meeting of the latter as consistent as pos- 
sible with the welfare of the Society. It was impressed on 
all, however, that the American Society of Microscopists does 
not propose to become the tail — (a microscopical tail as Prof. 
Detmers put it) of any kite whatsoever, even when the kite is 
the American Association, but is now old enough and big 
enough to be kite, tail and all. 
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NEW OFFICERS. 

The Electoral Committee, elected by the Society yester- 
day, reported as follows : 

President — Dr. Frank L. James, St. Louis. 

Vice-Presidents — E. W. Claypole, Akron, 0.; M. D. 
Ewell, Chicago. 

Secretary — Dr. W. H. Seaman, Washington, D. C. 

Treasurer — Chas. C. Mellor, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Members of Executive Committee — Dr. E. L. Shurley, 
Detroit ; Dr. J. 0. Stiltson, Indianapolis ; Dr. A. C. Mercer, 
Syracuse, N. Y. 

FINALE. 

In the afternoon, the Society went aboard the steamer 
Fortune, which, after a sail down the Detroit river past Fort 
Wayne, turned and ran up to the great laboratory of Parke, 
Davis & Co., where nearly two hours were pleasantly and 
profitably spent in going through the immense and varied de- 
partments under the guidance of some of the gentlemen con- 
nected with the house. When the topmost rooms were 
reached, a flowing bowl of Curasao punch was served to all 
with a lavish hand. 

On returning to the Fortune, her head was turned up 
stream, and the trip was continued to the mouth of Lake St. 
Clair, past the '^ beautiful island," Belle Isle, now connected 
with the main land by a draw bridge, and constituting a park. 
A bountiful lunch of chicken salad, chicken sandwiches, coffee, 
etc., was served on board, the hosts being Parke, Davis & Co. 

GOOD-BYE. 

On nearing the city. President Fell, for the last time, called 
the Association to order, and in a few well-chosen and feeling 
wordi^ turned over his charge to Dr. James, the new incumb- 
eni, who replied as befitted the occasion. 

At the landing there were a good many hand-shakings, 
and good-byes were said by lips that probably never more will 
meet on this side the great divide. 

In the evening at Hotel Normandie (headquarters), the 
new Executive Committee was called together by President 
James, and held a protracted session. At about 9 p. m. they 
adjourned. 
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And so ends the Detroit meeting of 1890. Teh years be- 
fore the Association, then only three years old, held a meet- 
ing here, which* was one of the pleasantest e\er held. The 
meeting of 1890 was a fitting sequel thereto. F. L. J. 



Dermatology anb <5emto*Urinarij Diseases/ 

A Therapeutic Curiosity. — Dr. Wettendorfer has con- 
tributed a curious experience of his in the Internationale Klin- 
ieche Rundschau, In a case of venereal ulcerations of the pe- 
nis the ordinary remedies used in such cases were employed 
without being attended by any results. Remembering that 
many of the people of Hungary treat frostbites, ulcers, etc. 
with applications of snow, be resolved to give this curious 
method of treatment a trial in his venereal cases. He caused 
a small wooden vessel to be .filled with snow in such a 
manner that a hollow space remained in the snow to admit 
the penis. The whole was attached to the body by means of 
bandages. The snow was renewed every two hours. In 
about eight days the ulcerations had entirely healed. 

Congenital Malformation of the Urethra. — A paper on 
this subject was read at the late meeting of the American As- 
sociation of Genito-Urinary Surgeons, Dr. A. W. Stein being 
the observer {Journal of Cutaneous and Genito-Urinary Dis- 
eases). The malformation in this case was, so far as Dr. Stein 
knew, unique. It consists of an abrupt diminution of the 
canal about an inch anterior to the membranous portion of 
the urethra. Urethra of normal calibre — 33 P. — in front of 
the diaphragmatic obstruction ; but here the mucous mem- 
brane was folded upon itself toward the lumen of the canal, 
and the urethra was reduced to about fifteen millimeters in 
circumference and remained uniformly diminished to the ves- 
ical orifice, a distance of about three inches. As there was 
frequent micturition and a history of gonorrhoea, stricture 
was suspected. In exploring the urethra, the urethrotome 
was first used, then the bougie d boule, and subsequently 
smaller instruments. All met decided obstruction about five 
inched from the meatus, giving the impression that a very 
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narrow stricture existed. Internal operations were aban- 
doned and external perineal urethrotomy, without a guide 
contemplated. He was auffering from phthisis pulmonalis, 
and operative interference was deferred until he should be- 
•come stronger. He died from asthenia in a few days. There 
was concentric hppertrophy of the walls of the bladder until 
its cavity was diminished to a capacity of about two ounces. 

Absorption of Mercury, Administered to the Mother, 
by the Foetus — At a meeting of the French Dermatological 
Society (^Bulletin de la Sociiii Francaise de Dermatologie et de 
Syphiligraphie) M. Cathelineau states that it is well-known 
that when a pregnant syphilitic woman is subjected to mer- 
curial treatment the child is born at term. Being fortunate 
enough to obtain the cadaver of a child born at term of a 
syphilitic woman who had been actively treated during her 
pregnancy he proceeded to examine various organs of the 
fcetus for the presence of mercury. He found mercury in the 
amniotic fluid, in the liver, spleen, heart, kidneys, meconium, 
brain, and lungs. A quantitative determination was attempted 
but, of course, the result was merely an approximation. How- 
-ever it demonstrated that in 100 parts of material there could 
be recovered .0068 of mercury. The liver contained most and 
the brain least, the spleen being second in the amount it en- 
closed being closely followed by the heart and the kidneys. 

Pigmentation Following Eczema. — Dr. Britton de- 
scribes a case, in the British Journal of Dermatology , in which 
intense and progressive pigmentation followed a pustular ec- 
zema. As is well known, a certain amount of pigmentation 
always follows the lesions of eczema but in this case the ab- 
domen, chest, face, and arms were uniformly brown (like Ad- 
dison's disease in color), with numerous paler patches about 
the size of a three-penny piece, where the boils had been. 
The neck and legs^ especially the latter, were covered with 
black scales, their under surface being also black. It gave 
the impression of the. skin having been dusted over with 
plumbago, but not polished. The under surfaces of the feet 
were nearly white, but the patient stated that they had been 
quite black before the skin came off. Under the microscope 
the epidermic scales contained nests of pigment or rather in- 
filtrated cells. Under treatment his skin became much light- 
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er, but when be left the hospital after 'twelve weeks' stay 
therein he looked like a mulatto. The general health of the 
patient was good, and there was no history of gout or of syph- 
ilis. He was a temperate man of 57, and regular in his hab- 
its. He first showed eczema in February and the condition 
described above was observed in September of the same year. 

Congenital Alopecia Areata. — The etiology of alopecia 
areata is still causing some discussion and the following case 
is an interesting record in some respects. Dr. Paul de Mo* 
tenes states (Annales de Dermatologie et de Syphiligraphie) that 
he saw a female infant of sixteen months who was born with* 
out hair beyond a little lanugo on the scalp. The scalp was 
observed to become shining, white, and hairless at five months 
and when seen by the author it was pronounced alopecia 
areata. The mother had suffered from this disease when 
nineteen years of age. A boy, the brother of the little pa- 
tient had also had the disease but had been cured three years 
anterior to the birth of the little girl. In the opinion of the 
reporter of the case, all three were cases of alopecia areata of 
nervous origin — that is they belong to the class of trophoneu- 
rotic alopecias. An interesting question which arises is one 
which has also given rise to a great deal of discussion. It is 
the assumption made by some and denied by others of here- 
ditary alopecia areata (pelado'ides). The author promises to 
discuss this question upon some future occasion as he has had 
an opportunity of making a number of observations confirm- 
atory of this position. 0-D. 



Diseases of tlje Cije anb €ar. 

Polypus of the Conjunctiva. — A young lady a few days 
ago called to see me, saying that '^ something was growing on 
the edge of the upper lid." A fleshy mass about the size of a 
small pea, seemed to be growing from the free margin of the 
lid, being intertwined with the lashes. It was soft and red 
and at first sight I took it to be a mole. I found, however, 
that with the probe I could easily pull the mass away from the 
lashes and separate it from the margin of the lid. I was sur- 
prised to find that it had no direct connection with the latter. 
Turning the lid over I found that the mass grew by a very 
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email pedicle from the conjunctiva about one-sixteenth of an 
inch back from the free margin of the lid. The pressure of 
the lid upon the ball had squeezed the polypus out from under 
the lid and it had simply adhered to its edge and to the 
lashes. The mass bad been slowly growing for several weeks. 
When I pulled the growth away, the pedicle bled most pro* 
fusely and continued to do so until I touched it with chromic 
acid. I touched it again on the next day, which effectually 
killed it. What caused the polypus to grow there can not be 
cktermined. Polypus of the conjunctiva is extremely rare. 
This is the first one I ever knew to grow from the inside of 
the upper lid. I saw a very small polypus years ago, which 
had grown from the inside of the lower lid. 

Non-Identity of Retinse a Cause of Strabismus. — 
A young man about eighteen years old, recently called to have 
his eyes straightened, saying that he was born cross-eyed ; at 
least, his parents told him he was. Most likely he was not 
born strabismic but became so immediately after birth. The 
degree of strabismus was great. A singular peculiarity in the 
case was an alternating use of the eyes. At one moment 
he would use one, the next the other. He could see as well 
with one as with the other and the vision in both was perfect. 
The eyes were in no way out of focus so far as I could discover. 
All these are exceptional facts. The rule in strabismic cases 
of considerable duration is that one eye is used all the time 
and that the other eye is more or less amblyopic,. generally 
decidedly so, and both eyes are more or less out of focus. I^one 
of these conditions were presented in the case under consider- 
ation. I made the usual operation for convergent strabismus, 
cutting the tendons freely so as to get the greatest possible ef- 
fect, fearing that I would not be able to get effect enough to 
bring them straight. Immediately after the operation the 
eyes seemed to converge still, yet the double images crossed, 
proving that the eyes in a physiological sense actually d^ 
verged. As the cuts healed the usual amount of contraction 
took place, drawing the eyes still more inwards, the diplopia 
still persisting. When the eyes had assumed their permanent 
position the test by means of the double images proved that the 
eyes were divergent (images crossed) for all points inside of 
eight inches and convergent (images homonymous) for all 
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points beyond eight inches. The images behaved very pecu- 
liarly as the object approached or receded from the eyes. Say 
at two feet the images were far apart and homonymous. As 
the object approached the eyes the images would approach 
each other till at eight inches they would pass each other, 
without running together, and then would separate from each 
other, as the object approached the eyes still closer, but 
crossed. This test could be easily and accurately made by 
holding a colored glass before one eye. The object should be 
bright or white. The fact that the images did not run togeth- 
er when they passed each other proves that in no part of the 
field is there binocular vision. The only possible way to ex- 
plain this peculiar condition of affairs is that the retinae being 
non-identical and consequently single^ binocular vision is im- 
possible. At present the double vision in this case does not 
annoy him to amount to anything. He has learned to sup 
press one image. A good result, which always includes binoc- 
ular vision, is absolutely impossible in all such cases. I have 
advised this young man to let bis eyes alone in the future. To 
diagnose this condition before the operation is out of the ques- 
tion. I am thorougly convinced that non-identity of theretin» 
is a frequent cause of strabismus, mostly convergent. The 
trouble begins at a very early age — as soon as the child begins 
to look at objects. That makes the parents believe the child 
was born so. I have seen a few cases similar to this one be- 
fore. 

Another Tumor of the Brain. — A young married woman 
about twenty-five years old has had more or less headache 
ever since she could remember. In girlhood it was severe 
but persistent. Her friends say that she was always easily 
irritated ; would fret over trivial matters ; always nervous and 
easily excited ; but was able to attend school regularly and 
made average progess. The headache increased as she grew 
older. She haQ rarely been free from pain and by spells the 
suflFering has been most intense. She married a few years 
since and in the course of time became pregnant, which con- 
dition greatly aggravated her severe headaches. She gave 
birth to a fine healthy boy, now about three years old. After 
her confinement her headache seemed to take a fresh start and 
rapidly went from bad to worse. The history shows not long 
after her confinement she had some kind of a spasm which 
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was certainly epileptoid if not genuine epilepsia. The history 
is not definite enough to determine its character. Two years 
ago she took to her bed and has been confined to it ever since. 
Several months ago her vision began to fail, the dimness grad- 
ually increased until in the course of a few weeks, she was to- 
tally blind. Her physician, Dr. A. C. Williams of Hugo, 111., 
a distant relative of the sufiferer, asked me recently to run over 
and examine her eyes. Externally both eyes were healthy. 
Both pupils were dilated ad maximum and were absolutely 
unmovable there being no perception of light. The ophthal- 
moscope showed that both nerves had been acutely inflamed 
and greatly swollen. The acute inflammation had subsided, 
but both nerves were still much swollen, the discs projecting 
far forward, very white, and almost free from bloodvessels, 
only a few being visible. The retinal vessels were very small 
and few in number. All of which shows that white atrophy 
is far advanced. The poor sufiering woman looked fairly well 
in the face but was very weak. She had almost no grip at all 
in her hands. The sense of touch seemed to be undisturbed. 
Her movements were apparently good except as aflected by 
^reat weakness. Her appetite was good enough. Her suffer- 
ing and nervous spells prevent her from sleeping. She has 
well-marked hysterical spells when she screams until she ex- 
hausts herself; at the same time she berates beg: best friends, 
because they do not take better care of hex. 

Diagnosis, — Tumor of the brain which is gradually growing 
and will sooner or later prove fatal. Death may be sudden 
but is more likely to be preceded by profound coma. I could 
And no symptom which would enable me to even guess at the 
location of the tumor. I think it is at the base of the brain, 
but where I can not say. 

Treatment is absolutely hopeless except to try to soothe her 
way into the grave by nervines and anodynes. Opium is con- 
tra-indicated on account of persistent constipation. Chloral 
will have to be relied upon mostly. A. D. Williams, M. D. 



Manuel Gorutus, a young man who came to this country 
from Yucatan some time ago, has been sent to the pest house 
on North Brothers Island, as an incurable leper. His disease 
is of the ansesthetic variety. 
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€xcerpts from Hussian, poKsI^, arib ^mnxsii 3ournaIs. 

Congenital Coccygeal Tumor. — In the Finnish monthly 
Finska LdkaresdlUkapets HandlingaVy June, 1890, p. 388, Pro- 
fessor Adolf Torngren, of Helsingfors, describes a very rare 
case of a congenital cystoma of the coccygeal region in a girl 
of six months. At birth the new growth was the size of a 
hen's egg, but subsequently gradually became as large as a 
half of the infant's head (as may be seen from the accompany- 
ing illustration). The tumor was sessile, partially soft, par- 




Fig. 8. Congenital Coccygeal Tamer. 

tially fluctuating, the coccyx being displaced backwards and 
upwards, the rectum crowded out forwards. The growth wa& 
enucleated under antiseptic precautions. The wound healed 
kindly but sixteen days after the operation the child died 
from diarrhoea, with steadily increasing exhaustion. The tu- 
mor proved to be an encapsulated multilocular cystoma em- 
bedded between the gluteal muscles and attached to the coc- 
cyx by means of very dense fibrous tissue. All cysts but two 
contained a jelly-like yellowish fluid, the remaining being 
filled with blood-clots. Not more than three tens of similar 
cases could be found in international literature. 
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Hard Chancre of the Upper Eyelid. — In the Mediizin- 
skoie Obozrenie, No. 1, 1890, p. 26, Dr. Lev. N. Miirzin, of the 
M'iasnitzky Syphilitic Hospital in Moscow, records two cases 
of extra-genital and extra-sexaal syphilitic infection, referring 
to bootmakers, aged 32 and 23. In each a hard chancre de- 
veloped on the right upper eyelid, on its free edge, occupying 
in one the inner half of the latter, and in the other the whole 
length from the inner third to the outer canthus. The eyelid 
was intensely swollen and drooping, the eyelashes (in the re- 
gion of the ulcer) absent, the right parotid retromaxillary and 
submaxillary lymphatic glands enlarged. In both of the pa- 
tients, all the syphilitic manifestations developed in due time. 
As an inquiry showed, in one of the patients a stye on the eye- 
lid had appeared about seven weeks before his coming under 
observation ; it had been treated by a popular means consist- 
ing in spitting into the diseased eye. In the course of a week 
six or seven dififerent mates of the foolish man consecutively 
spat into his eye on friendly meetings on the street or in 
Traktirs (public houses). Under the treatment, the stye grew 
worse, and about three weeks after the last stance of the sort 
the chancre developed. In the other patient who had been 
living with a number of comrades, the ulcer was attributed to 
rubbing the eye with a blanket which had been used promis- 
cuously. 

On the Antiseptic Effects of Pyoktanins. — In the Polish 
weekly Gazetta Lekarska, No 25, 1890, p. 488, Dr. M. Jakow- 
ski, of Warsaw, details his experiments undertaken with the 
aim to study the antiseptic properties of Stilling-Merck's blue 
and yellow pyoktanins (vide the St. Louis Medical and Sur- 
gical Journal, Aug., 1890, p. 107). The following bacterial 
species (in pure cultivation) were selected for the purpose ; 
bacillus of anthrax, staphylococcus pyogenes aureus, typhoid 
rod, and Friedlsender's microbe of croupous pneumonia (Af- 
anasiefif's ^'bacillus pneumoniae)." The aniline substances 
were employed in the form of aqueous solutions of varying 
strength from 1 to 1000 to 1 to 10,000, which were either 
added to nutritive media (jelly or agar-agar,) or used for 
painting the medium's surface before the inoculation or treat- 
ing already developed colonies of the microbes. On the 
whole Dr. Jakowski's reseaches confirm Professor Stilling's 
statements. The author has found that: 1^. Pyoktanins 
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poBseds a very pronounced antiseptic action. 2°. Blue pyok* 
tanin acts more powerfully than the yellow. 3^. In such 
media which contain blue pyoktanin in the proportion of 1 ta 
6000 or even 1 to 10,000, none of the microbes named can grow 
either at the ordinary room temperature or at that of the an- 
imal body. 4°. A medium containing yellow pyoktanin in 
the proportion of 1 to 5000 proved to be totally unfit for the 
bacillus of anthrat, while the staphylococcus can still form 
therein, though its growth is considerably retarded and very 
scanty. 6°. Painting the medium's surface with a 1 per 1000* 
solution of blue pyoktanin inhibits the development of sub- 
sequently inoculated staphylococcus or bacillus of anthrax; in. 
forty-eight hours, however, the microbes begin to grow, 
though far less slowly than under ordinary conditions. 6**. 
Painting already developed cultures of the staphylococcus or 
bacillus of anthrax with a 1 per 1000 solution of blue pyok- 
tanin destroyed the vitality of the bacteria. 

On the Assimilation of Natural and Artificial Butter 
and Tallow in Healthy Persons. — In order to throw some 
light on the matter, Dr. Nikolai F. Florin, of St. Petersburg, 
has carried out (St, Petersburg Inaugural Diasertation, 1890, 
No. 24, pp. 50) a series of elaborate and most careful compar- 
ative experiments on nine men (including himself) aged from 
21 to 35, and a lady (the author's wife) aged 27. In each 
case the experiment lasted ten days, being divided into twa 
periods of equal duration. In seven of the ten experiments 
during one of the periods artificial butter, (obtained from a 
local manufactory and prepared after somewhat modified 
methods of M^ge-Mouri^s and Mott) and during the other a 
genuine one, was given. The remaining three persons were^ 
similarly taking artificial butter and tallow. Besides the fats, 
the dietary consisted of cooked meat, fatless beef-tea, thick 
gruel (Kasha), wheat or rye bread, the whites of eggs, tea^ 
sugar, and salt. The essential outcome of the researches may 
be given as follows: 1°. The assimilation of natural butter 
oscillates between 94.74 and 97.81 per cent, (of the fat ingest- 
ed), averaging 95.89; that of an artificial butter, between 92 
and 95.25, averaging 94.82 ; that of tallow, between 92.55 and 
93.07, averaging 92.75. 2®. Therefore, artificial butter is as- 
similated by healthy adult subjects worse than a genuine 
one (the difference amounting to 2 per cent.), but better than 
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tallow (at the rate of 1.91 per cent). 3^. Artificial butter is 
tolerated by healthy people quite well (provided it is pre- 
pared of the best materials and under the strictest precau- 
tions in regard to cleanliness, etc). 4^. Nevertheless, there 
does not exist any necessity whatever for articial butters — at 
least, as far as Russia is concerned. Hence, the government 
should prevent establishing any new butter factories, while 
exercising the strictest sanitary supervision of those already 
in existence. 

Antifebrin and Camphor in Croupous Pneumonia. — 
Dr. Nikolai S. Sheshmiutzeff, of Tzaritzyn, states (Novostt 
Terapiiy No. 21, 1890, p. 304) that he obtains excellent results 
from treating croupous pneumonia by the internal adminis- 
tration of antifebrin with camphor, his formula being: 

^ Antifebrin 0.36 gramme. 

CamphorsB tritse 0.18. 

M. f. paivis. D. S. A powder every foar hoars (to an adult). 

As is well known, antifebrin afifords a powerful antipyretic 
means. Unfortunately it also possesses depressing action on 
the heart and bloodvessels (causes collapse, etc). But when 
the drug is administered in combination with camphor, after 
the above formula, the untoward accessory effects are said to 
be prevented — the temperature falls without being accompan- 
ied by rigors, collapse never occurs, and so on. 

On the Operative Treatment of Hsematocele. — At a re- 
cent meeting of the Kiev Obstetrical and Gynaecological So- 
ciety, Dr. 1. I. Fedoroff, of Warsaw, read a paper (^Vratch, 
1890, No. 25, p. 567) on the subject, in which he advocates 
the following propositions: 1®. In cases of intraperitoneal 
' haemorrhage {haematocele retro-uterind), the course is more fav- 
orable than in those of extraperitoneal Qixmatoma ligamenti 
lati). 2®. Up to the present, vaginal incision into the blood- 
tumor gave about 8 per cent, of deaths in the former group of 
cases, and was always followed by recovery in the latter. 3®. 
In cases of hsematoma of the broad ligament, abdominal sec- 
tion gave 16.6 per cent, of deaths ; but it proved successful in 
a case of retro-uterine haematocele (the only case yet treated 
by laparotom.y). 4®. The duration of convalescence after va- 
ginal incision and after laparotomy is about equal. 5^. In 
cases of vaginal incision, suppurative fever occurs less fre- 



168 Editorial Department. [September, 

quently than in those of abdominal section. 6^. Vaginal in- 
cision is a technically simple and easy, and safe procedure. 
7°. On the whole it should be preferred to laparotomy. The 
author adduces an illustrative case of retro-uterine hsemato- 
cele cured by incision into the posterior vaginal fornrx. 

On the Treatment of Scurvy. — In the RUsskaia Medit- 
zina, No. 22. 1890, p. 344, Dr. Grigory TakhtamyshefT, of 
Mariiipol points out that the following means proved most 
useful in his hands during an extensive epidemic of scurvy 
which was recently raging amongst the local peasantry: 1°. 
Diet consisting of sour beet-root soup, with bacon (the so- 
called Corshtch; one of the most favorite Russian dishes), 
milk, fresh lard, eggs, tea, and a slightly sour wine. 2°. Ro- 
borant remedies^ such as tincture or decoction of quina and 
chalybeates. 3°. Gargle prepared after the formula : 

^ Decocti corticis quercus (ex ^i) ^ix. 

Aluminis 3iij. 

M. D. S. To gargle frequently. 

4^. In the presence of intense oral foetor painting the 
gums with the following mixture : 

'^l Acidi boracici 

Olei Martis (Ph. Ross.) ana 3 ss. 

Glycerini pari 

Aquae destillatse ana ^ss. 

M. D. S. To paint three or four times daily. 

[Oleum Martis S. Ferrum Sesquichloratum Solution Ph. 
Rossicse is prepared by dissolving perchloride of iron in an 
equal part of distilled water.) 

5®. In the presence of severe pain about limbs, rubbing the 
latter with linimentum volatile mixed with chloroform or 
turpentine-oil orhyoscyamu8-oil,or camphor [linimentum vol-v 
atile vel ammoniatum Ph. Ross, consists of three parts of 
olive oil and one of liquor ammonise]. 

On the Influence of Tobacco-Fumes on Vaccine. — In 
the Briansk bi-weekly Akusherkay No. 9, 1890, p. 75, Mr, J. 
Romanoff, a feldsher (medical assistant) draws attention to 
the fact that tobacco fumes destroy the inoculability of the 
vaccine lymph, the effect being probably dependant upon 
certain volatile bases (nicotine, pyridine, lutidine, etc.) which 
are invariably present in the smoke and which may kill the 
vaccine microbe. At all events, 1°. Vaccinators who are 
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emokers have a larger per. cent, of fkilures comparatively 
with non-smokers, and 2^. discontinuing the smoking is al- 
ways followed by a decrease of failures amounting to 3 or 5 
per cent, (as the author has repeatedly observed in his own 
case in the course of 10 years' practice). It must be added 
that Russian vaccinators a. frequently smoke a cigarette dur- 
ing the inoculation procedure ; and b. get the lymph on the 
lancet by blowing it out from the tube. 
Berne, Switzerland. Valerius Idelson. 



Znebical progress. 

THERAPEUTICS. 

Vomiting of Pregnancy. — In the incoercible vomiting of 
pregnancy, the following is recommended by Huchard: 

Q Tinct. iodini 

Ghloroformis aS S ss. 

M. Sig. : Five drops, morning and evening, at meal-time in 
water. 

Chronic Pharyngitis. — The following is said to be a good 
application: 

J$ Ergotini gr. xv. 

Tinct. iodini 3 i 

Glycerini g i. 

M. S. : Apply thrice daily with a camera hair pencil. 

Chloroform in Albuminuria of Pregnancy. — Dr. A. W. 
Origgs states in the Southern Medical Recordyihs,t he has found 
this a valuable remedy. He states that if we have six or 
^ight weeks, we begin with twelve drops and gradually in- 
crease the dose up to fifteen or twenty. The nearer the term, 
the larger the dose should be, though it is generally better to 
begin with a small quantity and increase it, as may be neces- 
sary. These doses are taken before each regular meal time, 
or three times a day, and also at midnight. The drug is 
dropped into two tablespoonfuls of water, or more if desired,, 
and the patient directed to hold the breath and swallow 
promptly, immediately exhaling a portion of air from the 
lungs, so as to blow off the fumes of the medicine. During 
the treatment, the urine should be examined at least once a 
week, that we may know how to regulate the dose of the 
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chloroform. The treatment should be persevered in as long 
as there is albumen to hk found in the urine. A good rule is 
to increase the chloroform if the albumen is increasing, and 
vice versa. Do not crowd the patient too freely, but use good 
judgment and you will be satisfied. It will be found that the 
digestion will be improved under the use of the chloroform^ 
and the anasarca will be relieved. 

Salol in Acute Tonsilitis. — In a recent article on this^ 
subject, Dr. Jonathan Wright quotes Gouguenheim's conclu* 
sions on this subject as the most satisfactory summary. They 
are as follows : 1^. Salol acts beneficially in acute anginas of 
whatever cause. 2°. It quiets the pain and dysphagia with 
the greatest rapidity. 8^. In quieting the pain it may shorten 
the duration of quinsy. 4®. It lowers the temperature. 5^. In 
nearly all cases it diminishes the duration of the angina. 6^: 
In order to attain those results, the dose should not be less 
than four grammes (sixty grains) daily. 

Condurango as a Stomachic. — Our readers will remem- 
ber that some years ago condurango was a much-vaunted spe- 
cific for cancer. Its real property, however, is as a stomachic- 
and Kraus recommends the following combinations (^Int. Klinr^ 
Rund,) for this purpose: 

^ Ext. condurang 3 ss. 

Chloral gr. zv. 

Syr. aurant 3 v. 

Aquse destillat 3 i^ss. 

M. Sig. : One to two tablespoonfals three times a day. 

!Q; Condurang. cort S v. 

Acid, muriatic m zv. 

Elixir aurant. cort 3 ijss. 

Syrupi simplicis S v. 

M. Sig. : A tablespoonful every two hours. 

Action of Csesium and Rubidium Salts. — The physiolog- 
ical action of both ceesium and rubidium halogen-salts on dogs 
and on human subjects has been investigated by S. Botkin.. 
His expertments show that the chlorides of these metals, in- 
jected into the circulation, augment the blood-pressure (as it 
appears, chiefly by vascular contraction) while they also re- 
tard the heart movement somewhat. The effect on the heart 
action is but of a subordinate character, however with the ra- 
bidium salts ; and it is more insignificant yet with csesium com- 
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pounds. Generally the salts of both of these metals appear 
to be closely related to those of the alkalis in the character of 
their physiological action. The c»sium rubidium, and am- 
monium bromide is the latest anti«epileptic. 

Bromoform in Whooping Cough. — Dr. Hugo Lowenthal 
has experienced considerable success in the treatment of 
whooping cough by the administration of bromoform in doses 
of from two to five drops in water three or four times a day. 
We know of its successful use in St. Louis and it has no un- 
toward effects if care be taken to adopt the proper dose. An- 
other effect which has been noticed by Dr. Jos. Bauer in its 
administration is that it has a beneficial effect in incontinence 
of urine. He noticed this in administering the drug for 
whooping cough to little girls suffering from the above vesi- 
cal trouble, due doubtless to some functional disturbance of 
nervous origin. 

PATHOLOGICAL AND PHYSIOLOGICAL NOTES. 
The Lacteal Secretion in the Nev^-Born. — M. Variot 
stated to the Societe M6dicale des H6pitaux that he had made 
some observations on the irregular functional hyperactivity 
of the mammary glands in the new-born of both sexes. It is 
generally from the eighth to the fifteenth day that the lacteral 
secretion is most abundant. The pressure necessary to cause 
exudation of the milk, is painful. It is not rare, however, by 
lightly compressing the gland, to cause two or three cubic 
centimeters of milk to exude when the secretion has been well 
established. Chemical analysis has shown that this milk 
contains all the essential principles of that of the adult fe- 
male, in slightly less quantity. The butter, casein and sugar 
of milk are always present. Similarly microscopic examina- 
tion has demonstrated the same globules as are found in wom- 
an's milk. The secretion continues in infants as long as the 
fifth month by which time it has assumed the form of a ser- 
ous liquid. There exists no apparent connection between 
this secretion and the development of tlie reproductive sys- 
tem nor with the general state of nutrition. 

Rupture of the Heart. — At a recent meeting of the Royal 
Academy of Medicine in Ireland (N. Y. Med. Jour.), the Pres- 
ident, Dr. Purser, exhibited a case of rupture of the heart. 
The man had been found dead on the railway with several 
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fractures of the limbs and a scalp wound^ but no fracture of 
the skull. They found no external sign or trace of injury to 
the thorax in front. A large portion of the sternum was de- 
tached from the rest of the skeleton and thrust down on the 
underlying viscora, all the costal cartilages being broken as 
well from the second to the eighth. The pericardium and the 
pleura were found full of blood. At the apex of the right ven- 
tricle there was a large rupture. There was another great rent 
into the right auricle. There was no laceration, neither was 
there any blood-clot in the heart, nor any rupture of the valves 
or of the chordae tendinese. In the auricular appendix and 
the musculi pectinati there were two small ruptures. In the 
back of the heart, at the left auricle, in the interval between 
the entrance of the pulmonary veins, there were two or three 
large lacerations. The left auricular appendix was ruptured • 
but the left ventricle was free of rupture, or of any lesion 
whatever. Clearly what happened was, that, the heart being 
full of blood, pressure of the detached bone burst the whole of 
the three chambers. 

Fundamental Factors in Infectious Diseases. — Dr. 
Victor C. Vaughan, in a consideration of the fundamental fac- 
tors in the causation of the infectious diseases (North Ameri- 
can Practitioner), concludes as follows: 1**. All toxicogenic 
germs are dangerous, when introduced into the body. 2**. 
Filth may and does breed disease. 3^. It is not necessary 
that milk should contain a specific germ in order to poison 
the child, or that a water should contain Eberth's germ in or- 
der that it may induce typhoid fever. 4*^. Wherever man 
builds for himself a habitation, and poisons the soil about him 
and the water which he drinks with his own excretions, there 
will be enteric fever. 6°. A good digestion and a healthy 
gastric juice does aid in the prevention of disease. 6*^. We 
can still continue to treat consumption by good generous feed- 
ing and constitutional treatment, without the risk of being de- 
nounced old-fogyish and unscientific in our practice. Such 
practice is more scientific and more successful than the fads 
of the rectal administration of hydrogen sulphide gas and the 
inhalation of hot air, which have been imported in recent 
days from France and Germany. Our fathers, who treated 
tuberculosis with cod-liver oil and recommended out-door ex- 
ercise, but who carried no gas-bags nor knew anything of the 
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Weigert oven, were not such fools after all. In conclusion, 
let us state that the germ is only one of the factors in the 
causation of the infectious diseases. The other factors are to 
be found in disordered digestion and impoverished blood. 

Anaesthesia. — The subject of anaesthesia is one in which 
interest is always centered. Dr. H. C. Wood contributes a 
paper on this subject to the Medical News and he is led to say 
that certain general facts or principles in regard to anaesthesia 
must be considered as established : First, that the use of any 
ansesthetic is attended with an appreciable risk, and that no 
care will prevent an occasional loss of life. Second, that 
chloroform acts much more promptly and much more power- 
fully than ether, both upon the respiratory centres and the 
heart. Third, that the action of chloroform is much more 
persistent and permanent than is that of ether. Fourth, that 
chloroform is capable of causing death, either by primarily 
arresting the respiration, or by primarily stopping the heart, 
but that commonly both respiratory and cardiac functions are 
abolished at or about the same time. Fifth, that ether usually 
acts very much more powerfully upon the respiration than 
upon the circulation, but* that occasionally, and especially 
when the heart is feeble, ether is capable of acting as a car- 
diac paralyzant, and may produce death by cardiac arrest at a 
certain time when the respirations are fully maintained. 

DISEASES OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN. 
The Treatment of Rupture of the Uterus is the subject 
of a report by Leopold {Arch. fuer. Gyne. XXXV. 2) in which 
the history of four cases is given. In considering the question 
of laparotomy he asks us to remember that heemorrhage which 
may be insignificant externally may be considerable and dan- 
gerous within. After laparotomy,h6emorrhage being controlled 
and the abdominal cavity cleansed, suture the rupture if pos- 
sible, or plug uterus and vagina with iodoform wick and draw 
another through the tear and lower angle of the abdominal 
wound. Subsequent trentment according to the usual rules. 
In rupture of the uterus the child should be delivered so as to 
cause the least risk to the mother; not by turning as that 
would extend the tear, but by perforation or embryotomy. If 
engaged in the lower pelvis deliver manually or by the for- 
ceps. Laparotomy should always be performed at once and 
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under strict antiseptic precautions in cases where the child 
has escaped into the abdominal cavity. The danger to the 
mother increases directly as to the time since rupture and the 
force used in attempting delivery, these factors leading to ex- 
haustion and infection. The death of the child follows very 
soon after rupture. Although the mother may show great 
shock,if assistance is prompt and the haemorrhage successfully 
controlled, the prognosis is good in the worst cases. Uterine 
rupture at the vesico-uterine fold is more frequent than is gen- 
erally supposed. The haemorrhage is not necessarily severe 
and may be closed by forced anteflexion of the uterus, by 
pressure and bandage together with plugging the ruptured 
uterus and vagina with iodoform gauze. 

Vaginal Hysterectomy for Cancer is applicable, says 
Dr. T. A. Reamy to the following cases : 1°. In primary 
cancer of the body of the uterus (rare) when the diagnosis is 
made early. But since it is well established that in both 
forms of primary cancer of the corpus, the retro-peritoneal as 
well as the lumbar glands are early involved, the operation 
must be done early to do any good. 2°. In sarcoma of the 
uterus before the organ, as in the diffuse form, is so much en- 
larged as to render the operation diflicult. 3°. In recurrent 
adenoma of the uterus. 4*^. When carcinoma commences in 
the columnar epithelium, at the entrance of the cervical canal 
or within it, and has crept up to the os internum, no matter 
how free the portions of the cervix covered by pavement epi- 
thelium may be, hysterectomy may be resorted to. The doc- 
tor's opinion is that the above conditions embrace the full 
field of legitimacy for hysterectomy for malignant disease. 
This limits the range considerably as all clinicians agree that 
the above conditions are observed with comparative rarity. 
The doctor's clinical work as well as that of many others 
shows that partial extirpation is more successful, as against 
recurrence than total extirpation. Granting the truth of these 
propositions the lasting mutilation of the vaginal hysterectomy 
is a cruelty and a crime when inflicted on subjects in whom 
the disease was, at the time of the operation, limited as above 
described. But we are met with the statement that in all 
oases removal of the entire uterus is safer. Would the gentle- 
men who make this assertion amputate at the shoulder- joint 
because of cancer confined to the finger ? Or would they am- 



1890.] Medical Pbogress. 175 

iputate at the hip because of cancer confined to the toe? Such 
practice would be denounced by any surgeon of ordinary 
«en8e. And yet it would be quite as justifiable as hysterecto- 
my for cancer of the cervix as above defined. We are told 
that the cervix and corpus are developed from the same layer 
of the blastodermic membrane, and that therein lies a reason 
for the removal of the entire uterus as a measure of safety. On 
this ground the operation should include in every case, the 
vagina and Fallopian tubes with their fimbriae. 

Cincinnati, 0. E. S. MoKee, M. D. 

Dangers of Artificial Prolapse of Uterus. — Dr. H. C. 
Coe, in speaking of the method of causing so-called '^artificial 
prolapse" of the uterus (lfec2. Rec) in operative gynaecology 
states that he would again emphasize the importance of dis- 
tinguishing between fixation and downward traction upon the 
uterus, the dangers of the latter, and the fact that the advan- 
tages of artificial prolapse do not, on the whole, compensate 
for the risks incurred. As an aid to diagnosis it should be al- 
lowed to fall into '^innocuous desuetude," and in operations it 
should be practised as a measure of necessity rather than of 
convenience. As Mund^ says : ''It is evident that this meth- 
od should never be employed needlessly, and only when the 
examination or operation cannot be as well performed with 
the uterus in siiw." 

Ovarian Herniae. — At the late meeting of the British 
Medical Association Mr. Thomas More Madden stated (Jour. 
Am. Med. Ass.) that ovarian hernise are amongst the most ne- 
glected, although clinically they should be included amongst 
the most important, of the troubles that come before us in 
gynaecological practice. In the great majority of cases they 
occur downwards into Douglas' space, and in such instances 
the left ovary is that most frequently displaced. The next in 
point of frequency of these hernia, are those occurring in the 
inguinal regions where they are either found above Poupart's 
ligament, or as is more commonly the case, follow the course of 
the canal of Nuck downwards and forwards, and so present in 
the labia where they may be readily recognized. In the for- 
mer or directly downward variety of displacement, the ovary 
may be discovered on vaginal examination in the recto-va- 
ginal fossa as a small, oval-shaped, firm, elastic and highly 
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eensitive tumor, bulging forward into the post-cervical cul d^ 
sac. In the larger number of cases ovarian bernise, especially 
those in Douglas' space, result from the via a tergo of abdom- 
inal or uterine tumors, or from the tension on the apendages 
occasioned by displacements of the uterus. Until recently 
these hernise when inguinal were very generally compounded 
with enlarged glands ; when labial with other tumors in that 
situation; and when downwards with pelvic abscess, and 
haematocele. Or as often happens, they are mistaken for the 
retroflexed fundus uteri, and the patient suffering from an 
ovarian prolapse is vainly treated for a non-existent retro* 
flexion or retroversion of the uterus. There can now be no 
excuse for such errors. The sudden occurrence of the tumor, 
its physical character, the peculiar dull sickening pain, and 
the extreme tenderness and nausea manifest on examination,, 
are sufficient to enable a correct diagnosis to be made by any 
competent^gynsecologist. Where the ovarian hernia takes 
place through either of the abdominal rings or downwards 
into Douglas' space it may in some instances be reduced, as 
any other hernia similarly situated. In the majority of cases,, 
however, such hernifle are irreducible when discovered, and 
must either be supported in the former case by applying a 
hollow truss, whilst in the latter case the prolapsed ovary 
must be replaced if possible, and kept in position with a pe- 
culiar form pi pessary exhibited, specially devised by Dr.. 
More Madden for the purpose or failing this, if the symptoms 
be urgent the ovary must in some cases be removed. 

SURGERY. 

The Ideal Plantar Spring for Fiat-Foot. — The em- 
ployment of the plantar spring in the treatment of flat-foot 
has been ably advocated by many orthopsedic surgeons both 
at home and abroad, and though the patterns differ somewhat 
in their general form, the principle of supporting the plantar 
arch in the sanie, and the methods employed are almost 
identical. Dr. James K. Young states (Univ. Med. Mag.)y 
that the difficulty has been, however, in preserving the spring: 
for any length of time. Steel, rough, polished or galvanized, 
would rust and readily break from the saline perspiration. 
Silver, nickel, Japan coating, and bicycle varnish would peel 
off, and solid silver and aluminum were too expensive for 
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general use^ while the latter did not possess sufficient elastic*^ 
ity. Phosphor bronze was objectionable for the same reason, 
and when employed for small springs for children it corroded 
and broke. A white leather covering riveted to the spring 
was found very durable, but the steel rusted beneath the 
leather and soon became objectionable. Hard, vulcanized 
rubber was then experimented with, with a view to obiain* 
ing a cleanly, elastic, and durable spring. It possessed the 
advantage of being readily bent and moulded when immersed 
in hot water, and, contrary to the expressed opinion of many, 
did not prove as brittle as glass. It, however, readily yielded 
to the heat of the foot and flattened. This led to the use of a 
steel spring coated with hard rubber in a manner similar to 
the. coating of trusses, and resulted in producing the ^^ ideal 
plantar spring." These springs are made either from a cast 
of the foot (modeled) or from a pattern. They are then 
highly tempered, and finally coated with hard, vulcanized 
rubber. This produces a highly polished, aseptic, elastic 
spring, which can, on heating, be altered from time to time 
by means of bending hooks (or '* crows), and appears to be^ 
after thorough trial, entirely satisfactory. 

Operation for Habitual Dislocation at the Shoulder- 
Joint. — At the meeting of the Berlin Medical Society, July 2, 
1890, Prof. Max Schiiller showed a boy fourteen years old 
{Med, and Surg. Rep.) on whom he had performed, four years 
ago, an excision of the ankle-joint for an acute suppuration of 
the joint after an acute osteomyelitis of the tibia. The ex- 
cision was subperiostal according to von Langenbeck's approved 
method. The shape of the new joint is now quite normal, so 
that it is of some difficulty at first sight to say which is the 
operated joint. Besides the usefulness of the joint is so com- 
plete that the boy can run, jump, climb and share in all sport& 
and gymnastics as well as his fellows. 

Dr. Schiiller finally showed a good specimen of habitual 
dislocation of the shoulder-joint, which he treated by excision 
of the joint. The patient was a young woman who, for four- 
teen years, had had innumerable dislocations and at last could 
not use the arm for {)ains. Schiiller found on the posterior 
part of the head of the humerus a depression made^ he believes, 
by the pressure of the head on the inner border of the glenoid 
cavity, where it lay, seemingly, all the time. The glenoid 
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cavity was eroded on its inner border and on tfa« lower part it 
was irregularly sharpened as if it had been broken some time 
before. Schiiller supposes, according also to his experimen- 
tal studies {^Schuller^a Surgical Anatomy I, § 94], that in his 
case a fracture of the rim of the glenoid cavity was the 
first cause of the recurring dislocation. This fracture can 
have this effect then, if the patient, after the reposition, is 
allowed to use the arm before the fracture is healed. A fracture 
of the head and of the tubercula could not be found and the 
scapular muscles were intact, as now, after healing of the ex- 
cision. Faradization indiioes rotation of the humerus. 

Perforating Wound of Rectum. — Mr. F. W. Mousell 
publishes a case of this injury in the Australasian Medical 
Gazette which is of interest for the reason that, in the literature 
of the subject nearly all such severe cases have ended fatally, 
as also did one case which appears precisely similar, and pub- 
lished by Prescott Hewitt, Trans, Path. Soc, London, vol. 1, 
page 152. The case is as follows : M. W., aged seven, while 
standing on a broken chair slipped and fell in such a manner 
as to cause one of the supports of the back to penetrate the 
rectum, tearing through the sphincter, and finally being buried 
in the areolar tissure around the bowel. When the father 
tried to lift up the child so firmly was the foreign body im- 
bedded that he lifted child and chair right off the ground. 
There was no bleeding nor rise of temperature to speak of, but 
a good deal of pain and restlessness. Having thoroughly 
cleansed the wound with an antiseptic lotion he put in two 
stitches, but there was no sign of healing as the fseces exuded 
between the stitches, and there was a great deal of trouble from 
flatus, so he removed the stitches and introduced an india-rub- 
ber tube, guiding it past the rent and about seven inches up 
the bowel ; this allowed escape of much flatus, and by giving 
a email injection of water each day through the tube which 
came back by the same channel, carrying with it liquid fseces, 
and afterwards syringing the wound with carbolic lotion, it 
began to heal, and finally terminated in a complete recovery. 



The Medical Department of the Nebraska Christian 
University is a new medical college to be located at Lincoln, 
Neb. 
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Book KwtetDS 

Annual of the Universal MedicarSciences. A Yearly Re- 
port of the Progress of the General Sanitary Sciences 
throughout the World. Edited by Charles E. Sajous, M. 
D., and Seventy Associate Editors, assisted by over two 
hundred Corresponding Editors, Collaborators and Cor- 
respondents. Vol. I-V. 8vo. Illustrated with Chromo-Litho- 
graphs, Engravings and Maps. [Philadelphia: F. A. 
Davis, Publisher. 1890. 

We once more greet the *^ Annual," and it is with pleasure 
that we take this opportunity of calling our readers' attention 
to a work which has not only come to stay but which has be- 
come an '' institution." The universal praise which it has; 
elicited both at home and abroad is flattering to us because 
the work is of American origin and shows what American en- 
terprise is capable of doing. We know that the Annual is 
popular and that it is found upon the shelves of every pro- 
gressive physician simply because its extensive merits are 
such that no one desirous of keeping abreast of the times, in a 
medical point of view, could do without it. 

The present issue embraces the progress in medicine which 
has been noted during the year 1889. In appearance, make-up, 
and thoroughness it surpasses former issues and the profuRe- 
ness as well as the high standard of the illustrations are an in- 
dex of the pains and thoroughness taken in issuing this work. 
We do not intend to particularize the various subjects that are 
treated of, for it is unneccessary to do more than simply state 
that every department of the medical sciences receives its full 
show of recognition and consideration at the hands of those 
who are competent to treat the subjects in a manner both use- 
ful and interesting. One of the features is that the editors 
have not merely made a perfunctory condensation of various 
articles, published in current medical literature, but they 
have in addition added comments and contributed much un- 
published matter of the greatest value in connection with the 
subjects under consideration. 

The aim of this work has been to make it a ready reference 
library of current progress and the method adopted is one 
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which is admirably suited to this purpose. Although 850 
journals and 250 monographs are referred to the work has not 
been made as bulky as to be unwieldy. The references are 
also scrupulously exact so that if further information be de- 
sired in reference to a point the original source can be con- 
sulted. The indexing is full and accurate. Each volume is 
provided with an index and the last volume has a general 
index of the entire work. This facilitates research and re- 
duces the consumption of time to a minimum. 

The volumes are unexceptional, so far as the mechanical 
execution is concerned. Good clear type, good paper, strong 
binding, and elegant plates make them specimens of the 
printer's work of which the publisher may be justly proud. 

In concluding this hasty summary we wish to say to all 
medical men that when looking over contemplated purchases 
they can do no better than invest in the Annual which is not 
only an excellebt investment, but so cheap that we wonder 
how the publisher can issue it at the price he asks. It is a 
yearly encyclopedia which may be found in the library of 
every progressive physician, and soon it will be the vade 
mecum of every one capable of reading the English language, 

Transactions of the Medical Society of the State of Cali- 
fornia. Session of 1889. 8vo. pp. 290. [San Francisco: 
Pacific Medical Journal Print. 1889. 
This volume of transactions is a credit to the society is- 
suing it. While it is somewhat tardy in appearing, the com- 
mittee on publication has the same excuse that many others 
put forward — the non-delivery of papers on time. There is 
another factor, however, to account for this and that is, the 
want of experience of members on publication committees in 
the matter of having transactions published. The present 
transactions are quite interesting and the reports of the com- 
mittees on various subjects are presented in good shape. There 
is to our mind one omission in article IV of the By-Laws 
which should be supplied. The standing committees include 
nearly every important subject with the exception of 
dermatology and syphilis, and genito-urinary diseases. We 
are sure that these cases occur frequently on the Pacific coast- 
and the subject is a sufficiently important one to deserve the 
recognition of such a well organized body. 
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Transactions of the American Pediatric Society. Fir^t 

Session, 1889. Edited by Wm. Perry Watson, A. M., M. 

D., Recorder, Vol. I. 8vo. pp. 315. [Philadelphia: T.B. 

Lippincott Company. 1890. 

This volume, the first one issued by the Pediatric Society, 
is one of which it may justly be proud. It is not only an in- 
dex of the good work done by the members, but it is a crite- 
rion of the advances made in the department of diseases of 
children during the year 1889. The membership is composed 
of gentlemen who are active and intelligent workers in the 
field of psediatries and they have crystalized the best points 
of their experience for the annual meeting of which this is a 
report. We do not wish to call any special attention to the 
papers which have already appeared in current medical liter- 
ature, but can commend the idea of giving a permanent form 
to this work as it cannot fail to be of the greatest value to all 
interested in psediatrics. 

Transactions of the American Orthopedic Association. 

Third Session, 1889. 8vo. pp. 296. Vol.11. [Philadelphia: 

Published by the Association. 1889. 

This volume comes to us with somewhat of a familiar look. 
We have had occasion to speak well of the first volume issued 
by this society and the volume now before us, if anything, 
only confirms us still more in that opinion. There is not a 
surgeon who is not deeply interested in the subject of ortho- 
paedics ; and, in these transactions he may find some of the 
most valuable ideas in connection with that branch. The 
membership is comparatively large and representative of the 
East. There are probably a half-dozen members who live 
west of the AUeghanies. The value of the transactions does 
not sufier on this account, but it is always a source of regret 
to us that our Western surgeons, of whom there are many 
good ones, do not take that aggressive stand which would 
mark them among the prominent members of associations 
like the above. 



Chloratropomorphinisation is the term proposed by M. 
Reynier to indicate injections of morphine and atropine be- 
fore subjecting a patient to chloroform narcosis. The word 
is much more formidable than the procedure. 
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Citerary Hotes. 

Dr. R. C. Wood, for many years associate editor of the 
Southern Medical Record, died on July 20. 

The BufFalo Medical and Surgical Journal appears in 
a new dress, which improves its appearance considerably. 

The Memphis Journal to the Medical Sciences pre- 
sents an improved appearance. Dr. William Krauss has 
been made the business manager. 

The Asheville Medical Review has just appeared. It 
is of small octavo size, the first number containing forty-four 
pages. It will be a monthly^ the subscription price being $2 
per annum. It is published at Asheville, N. C, Drs. Frank 
T. Meriwether and H. Longstreet Taylor being the editors 
and proprietors. We are pleased to note the advent of new 
medical journals in the South, as this is an indication of grow- 
ing prosperity, and increased interest in their .profession by 
the physicians south of Mason and Dixon's line. 

Protoplasm and Life, by Chas. P. Cox, is one of the 
Fact and Theory Papers, published by N. D. C. Hodges, of 
New York, at 76 tents. This little monograph of 67 pages 
embraces two papers — protoplasm and the cell doctrine ; and 
the spontaneous generation theory, and its relation to the 
general theory of evolution. These subjects are discussed in 
an intelligent manner and are as entertaining as such sub- 
jects could be made. While the essays were primarily writ- 
ten for the laity by a non-medical man, physicians will enjoy 
their reading and find in them much food for thought. In 
the second essay he concludes that the true '^ missing link" 
is that necessary to fill the gap between lifeless substances 
and living forms, and until this is found the general theory 
of evolution will still remain a hypothesis. 

Identity de la Dengue et de la Grippe-Infiuenza is the 
title of a short monograph by Dr. Jules Rouvier, of Beyrouth, 
Syria. In the course of his thesis the author traces epidemics 
of dengue and of influenza, and he is led to conclude that 
dengue becomes the grippe in tropical climates and grippe is 
the dengue of more temperate zones. He goes on to state 



1890.] Literary Notes. 18S 

that the last epidemic of grippe was the propagator of the 
existing epidemic of dengue in the^ Orient. Later on it was 
accompanied by pulmonary symptoms ; but the latter were 
also observed in a large number of individuals who had 
escaped the epidemic. The entire paper, of 48 pages, is one 
which shows much research and no small amount of observa- 
tion, and should be read by those conversant with the 
French language. The price is 1 franc and it may be ob- 
tained from Vve. Jacques Lechevalier, 23, rue Racine, Paris* 

Practical Sanitary and Economic Cooking adapted to 
Persons of Moderate and Small Means is the title of the 
Lomb Prize Essay of the American Public Health Associa- 
tion, which has just appeared. It is the work of Mrs. Mary 
Hinman Abel, and she can be congratulated upon having 
written such an interesting and practical monograph. The 
book is a duodecimo of 186 pages, into which the author has 
crowded the general principles which should govern cooking, 
as well as the proper management and disposition of the 
kitchen, not omitting introductory remarks on the value of 
different foods. Bills of fare are made out for a family of six, 
averaging in price from 78 cents a day (or 13 cents a person) 
to $1.26 a day. Also twelve cold dinners are given, some 
adapted to Summer and the others to Winter. The entire 
little work is practical in character and should find its way in 
every workingman's family. 

Books Received. — The following new books have been 
received, and will be reviewed in future numbers of the 
Journal : 

Familiar Forms of Nervous Disease. By H. Allen Starr, 
M. D., Ph. B. 8vo. pp. 339. With illustrations, diagrams 
and charts. [New York : William Wood & Co., 1890. 

Transactions of the American Orthopedic Association. 
Third Session held at Boston, Mass., September 17tb, 18th 
and 19th, 1889. 8vo. pp. 296. [Philadelphia : Published by 
the Association, 1889. 

Railway Surgery. A Practical Work on the Special De- 
partment of Railway Surgery ; for Railway Surgeons and 
Practitioners in the General Practice of Surgery. By C. B. 
Stemen, A. M., M. D., LL. D. 8vo. pp. 315. With numer- 
ous illustrations. [St. Louis : J. H. Chambers & Co., 1890. 
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Protoplasm and Life. Two Biological Essays. By Charles 
F. Cox, M. A. (Fact and Theory Papers). 12mo. pp. 67. 
.[New York : N. D. C. Hodges, 1890. Price, 76 cents. 

Identity de la Dengue et de la Grippe-Influenza, par le 
Dr. Jules Rouvier. 8vo. pp. 48. [Paris & Beyrouth, 1890. 
Price, 1 franc. 

Saunders' Question Compends No. 14. Part I. Essen- 
tials of Refraction and Diseases of the Eye. By Edward 
Jackson, M. D. Part II. Essentials of Diseases of the Nose 
and Throat. By E. Baldwin Gleason, M. D., with 118 illus- 
trations. - pp.276. [Philadelphia: W.B.Saunders. 1890. 

The Throat and Nose, and their diseases, with 125 illus- 
trations in color, and 235 engravings, designed and executed 
by the author. By Lennox Browne. Third Edition, revised 
and enlarged. 8vo. pp. 716. [Philadelphia : Lea Bros, and 
•Co. 1890. 

Essentials of Anatomy and Manual of Practical Dissection, 
together with the Anatomy of the Viscera. Prepared espec- 
ially for students of Medicine. By Charles B. Nancrede, M. 
D. Third Edition, revised and enlarged. Based upon the 
last edition of Gray's Anatomy. 30 full-page lithographic 
iplates, in colors, and 180 woodcuts. 8vo. pp. 388. [Phila- 
delphia: W. B. Saunders, 1890- Price $2.00. 

Pamphlets Received. — We have received the following 
pamphlets during the past month, and take this occasion to 
return our thanks therefor. Missouri, Agricultural College 
Experiment Station. Bulletin No. 12. Black-Leg, by Paul 
Paquin ; Varicocele, by Thomas W. Kay, M. D. (Reprinted 
from the Cleveland Medical Gazette, December, 1889) ; Scheme 
of the Antiseptic Method of Wound Treatment, by Dr. Albert 
Hoffa. Translated from the German, with additions by Aug. 
Schachner, M. D., Ph. G.; A Successful Case of Nephrectomy, 
by George Benj. Johnston, M. D. (Reprinted from the Vir- 
ginia Medical Monthly , July, 1890) ; Five Cases of Vaginal 
Hysterectomy for Malignant Disease of the Uterus, all re- 
covered, by W. F. McNutt, M. D., L. R. C. P., Ed., etc. 
(Reprinted from Transactions of the Medical Society, State 
of California, 1890); Annual Catalogue and Announcement 
of the College of Physicians and Surgeons of New York ; 
Forty-Ninth Annual Announcement of the St. Louis Medical 
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College, 1890-91 ; A Case of Multiple Neuritis, by Robert 
Funkhouser, A. M., M. D., LL. B. (Reprint from the 
Alienist and Neurologist, J^ly? 1890) ; Hypnotism, by Robert 
Funkhouser, A. M., M. D., LL. B. (Reprint from the Alienist 
and Neurologist^ ^^Y^ 1890) ; Steigerung der allgemeinen 
Beflexerregbarkeit' als aussergewcehnliche Chinin-Wirkung, 
von Dr. Albrecht Erlenmeyer. (Separat Abdruck aus dem 
•Cent, Blattfur Nervenheilk u. Psych., June, 1890) ; Functional 
Diseases of Reflex Origin, by Albert Rufus Baker, M. D. 
^Reprinted from the Journal of the Am. Med. Association, July 
12, 1890) ; The New Treatment of Peritonitis, by Emory 
Lanphear, M. D. (Reprint from Kansas City Medical Index, 
July, 1890) ; What is the Present Medico-Legal Status of the 
Abdominal Surgeon? by William Warren Potter, M. D. 
{Reprinted from the American Journal of Obstetrics and Dis- 
eases of Women and Children, No. 7, 1890) ; A New Operation 
for Prolapsus of' the Anterior Vaginal Wall, by Andrew F. 
Currier, M. D. (Reprinted from the Annals of Gynaecology 
and Pcediatry, July, 1890) ; Annual Announcement of the 
Beaumont Hospital Medical College, Session 1890-91 ; An- 
nual Announcement of the St. Louis College of Physicians 
and Surgeons, Session 1890-91; A Classification of Intra- 
Nasal and Naso-Pharyngeal Diseases, by Lennox Browne, 
F. R. C. S. Eng. (Reprinted from the Journal of Larynology 
and Rhinology, London, 1890) ; Electricity in Gynaecology — 
The Galvanic Apparatus, by C.N. Smith, M. D. (Reprint 
from Toledo Medical and Surgical Reporter, August, 1890) ; 
Transactioi^s of the American Dermatologioal Asssociation at 
its Meeting held September 17th, 18th and 19th, 1889. Offi- 
cial Report of the Proceedings by the Secretary, Geo. H. 
Tilden, M. D., New York, 1889. 8vo. pp. 80. 



Women Doctors. — Women who practice medicine suffer 
from inconveniences at times (Lancet-Clinic), as for instance. 
A man rang a door bell of a female physician at night, 
crying: ''Quick! Tell the doctor to hurry, as my wife is 
about to be confined." Then the husband of the female 
physician, who had opened the door, responded : "It is im- 
possible for the doctor to go at this moment. She is about to 
be confined herself." 
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©bituarij. 

HENRY W. BEARING, M. D. 

At Arlington, N. J., there quietly passed away on July 
24th, one the news of whose death will bring grief to the- 
hearts of many a reader of the Journal, teachers, classmates 
and fellow-students of the decedent. After a long and painful> 
illness, on that day, Dr. Henry W. Searing went hence, and 
never did death claim a nobler, truer, more genial and loyal a 
victim. Dr. Searing was a student at the St. Louis College of 
Physicians and Surgeons of the junior class (if we remember 
arightly) of '82, and was graduated from Belle vue the suc- 
ceeding year. He returned to St. Louis, where his parents 
then lived, with the intention of going into practice here*. 
The death of his father and grandfather, which occurred 
within a few months after his graduation, the former in this^ 
city, and the latter in Arlington, N. J., determined him to 
move with his widowed mother to the latter place, where a^ 
comfortable property had been left him by his grandfather.. 
Here he took up the practice of medicine, and soon became a 
general favorite. Three years ago, meeting him in New 
York, the writer, to his deep regret, noted physical symptomg^ 
of early decay, and had a long and. earnest conversation with 
him on the subject. 

It was not until one year ago, however, that the ravages of 
pulmonary disease caused him to take to his bed. On July 
4th last, after a brief spell of amelioration of his symptoms,, 
during which the deceased was able to be about the house, 
and even on the streets, he had a violent haemorrhage. Dur- 
ing the last fourteen days of his life, he remained unconscious, 
passing away in this condition. Gastro-enteritis was the im- 
mediate cause of death assigned by his attendant physicians^ 

A curious circumstance probably bearing upon the real 
nature of his disease and that which carried off his father, 
occurs to the writer, who stood toward the deceased in the 
position of professor, private teacher, and friend. When at 
the St. Louis College of Physicians and Surgeons, the de- 
ceased took up microscopy, and became, an ardent votary of 
the study. One day, his father, who was a genial, sunny- 
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tempered man, and who was more like an older brother than 
a parent to the young man, being present at a lesson in micro- 
scopy, remarked : '^ I have at home, in alcohol, a tumor that 
was removed from me a few years ago. I'll give it to you, 
doctor, to make an object lesson for the boy." The tumor 
was given to Henry, and on preparation and sectioning was 
found to be sarcomatous. When this was made apparent to 
Henry, he simply remarked : ** I'm glad father doesn't know 
a sarcoma from a corn," and never afterward alluded to the 
matter. Shortly afterward, Mr. Searing, Sr., died of " blood- 
poisoning from malignant pustule," as diagnosed by his 
attendant physician. We do not know that there was any 
connection between the tumor and the causes of death of 
father and son in this case, but the coincidence is worth noting. 
In concluding this brief tribute to one whose sun went 
down ere it had passed the morning watch, we extend to the 
sorrowing, widowed and childless mother, and to the young 
wife of the deceased, our warmest sympathy and condolences. 
These are but words, idle words, but they come from the 
heart of one who knew the deceased well, and loved him 
dearly. F. L. J. 



Asiatic Cholera has been discovered in London. 

The Kansas City Academy of Medicine is to be started 
in the near future. 

Small-Pox has made its appearance in Texas and quaran- 
tine measures are being taken. 

The French Association for the Advancement of 
Science met at Limoges August 7th to 14th, this being its 
nineteenth session. A large number of social features graced 
the affair. 

The Phonograph of Edison has been banished from 
Fairmount Park by the Park Commission of Philadelphia. 
These gentlemen affirm that there is danger to the public 
health through possible contagion through the rubber tubes 
affixed to the ear ; and, furthermore, there is liability of con- 
tracting deafness through the use of the instrument. 
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A Cure for Tuberculosis is claimed by Kocb. At the 
late International Congress he stated that he had discovered 
a method of destroying the bacillus tuberculosis, and of 
curing tuberculosis. 

The Medical Department of the University of the 
South is the rather long title to be adopted by a new medical 
college to be started next October, in Chattanooga, Tenn. 
Three full courses of lectures will be among the requirements. 

A Case of Beri-Beri was lately admitted in the Long 
Island College Hospital. This is a rare disease in this 
country, although comparatively frequent in Japan, where it is 
known as Kakk^. The patient in this case was a German 
sailor. 

Prof. J. Adams Allen, A. M., M. D., LL. D., the late 
Dean of Rush Medical College, Chicago, died at his residence 
during the middle of August. He was 65 years of age at the 
time of his death, and was known as the '' versatile uncle " by 
the students and almuni of Rush. 

The Surgeon- Generalship of the Army has been made 
vacant by the retirement of Surgeon-General John Moore. 
The President has sent to the Senate the nomination of Col. 
Jedediah H. Baxter to fill the vacancy. Dr. Baxter has been 
chief medical purveyor since 1872. 

Surgical and Mechanical Therapeutics are being advo- 
cated in a number of diseases which have hitherto been 
treated by medication alone. We are not yet convinced that 
this is purely an advance, as some of the indications presented 
would seem to lead to the supposition that surgeons are en- 
deavoring to widen their field of practice. 

The Americans who visited the British Medical Associ- 
ation, on their way to the Berlin Congress, where many of 
them treated in a way that thoroughly disgusted them. So 
they say. A British contemporary comments on the situation 
in this manner : From what we can gather, the large batch of 
American doctors who *'took'' Birmingham on their road to 
Berlin, feel very dissatisfied and hurt in the way in which 
they were received, or, rather, not received. To show their 
discontent most, or at any rate many of them left Birming- 
ham early in the week, shaking the dust from their feet on 
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an association which has treated them so scantily. We shall 
probably hear more of it when the malcontents, many of 
whom are medical editors, have had time to pen their com- 
plaints to their respective journals. It will be interesting to 
know whether it was an unduly stern janitor or some less 
humble official or officials who has thus aroused their suscep- 
tibilities. 

A Case of Leprosy, of the anaesthetic form, has been 
discovered in a boarding-house in Twenty-eighth Street, New 
York, and removed to the hospital on North Brother Island. 
The patient is a young Central American who had recently 
come on to New York to attend school, and was entirely 
unaware of the nature of his disease, from which he had 
been suffering for about two years. 

The American Rhinological Association will hold its 
eighth annual session at Louisville, Ky., October 6, 7 and 8. 
All leading subjects relating to nasal and naso-pharyngeal 
diseases will be opened for discussion by a leading Fellow of 
the Association. The medical profession is cordially invited 
to attend. The Secretary, Dr. R. S. Knode, of Omaha, Neb.^ 
will furnish any information to physicians desiring to become 
members. 

The Tri- State Medical Association of Alabama, Geor- 
gia and Tennessee, Dr. J. B. Cowan, President, Frank 
Trester Smith, M. D., Secretary, will hold its next annual 
meeting in Chattanooga, Tuesday, October 19, 1890, and con- 
tinue in session three days. Membership in this society is 
not restricted to these three States. Any regular physician 
can become a member by furnishing proper credentials and 
paying a membership fee of one dollar. 

Is It a Deformity? — A correspondent of the Denver ilfedf- 
cal Times, sends the following **bit" to that journal, stating 
that the event occurred near Central, Colo. : 

Scene — A dimly lighted Irishman's cabin, a miner. The 
man's wife pregnant, and known to be near time. The old 
man in the usual unconscious condition following a pro- 
tracted spree. Two fun-loving neighbor women get the 
woman out of the way up-stairs, cover the old man up in bed 
in a darkened room. Ignorant, arrogant and officious old 
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midwife comes bustling in^ calls at once for a teacup of grease 
hot water, towel and soap. Orders the woman's clothes, and 
some sheets warmed and aired, and plenty of old rags fur- 
nished, makes a dive for the supposed sick woman's vagina. 
Very soon rushes out with a horrified exclamation: *'The 
child is a cripple ! It is deformed ! It has only one leg and 
no foot ! " Hard, on the old man. 

The Indiana Medical College was recognized Aug. 5, 
in receiving a gift of $100,000 from Dr. Wm. Lomax, of 
Marion, Ind. The Doctpr originally desired to make thi& gift 
through De Pauw University, letting the college become a 
part of this institution, but for some reason the University 
would not agree to the terms, and he then made the gift to the 
college direct. He incombers the gift only to the extent of 
an annuity of $1,200 tohimself and wife as long as either lives. 

** The Lesson in Anatomy/* — Referring to Rembrandt's 
celebrated picture, ** The Lesson in Anatomy," the Lancet 
describes a curious anatomical error which is certainly not 
generally known {Medical News), The pronator radii teres is 
drawn as if it ran from above downward an tnward from the 
radius to the ulna, instead of downward and outward from the 
ulna to the radius. Of course, after this no anatomist will 
retain such a picture unless the correction is appended in a 
note. 

Antivivisection Bitterness. — The Society for the Protec- 
tion of Animals from Vivisection recentlv held its annual 
Spring conference in London (Ned. News), The war-cry 
this year was ** Pasteurism and Crime," and Canon Wilber- 
force is reported to have rejoiced in the fact that the move- 
ment to found a Pasteur Institute in England had been defeat- 
ed by the society's method of placarding the city with large 
posters, containing the list of those who had died after treat- 
ment by the Pasteurian system. Many others indulged in 
bitter denunciation of both vivisection and Pasteurism, as 
being the means of brutalizing the otherwise honorable and 
useful profession of medicine. One speaker likened vivisec- 
tion to the liquor traffic, and said that inasmuch as it would 
be impossible to regulate either by laws, they must be torn 
out root and branch. Other speakers said that they could 
prove by competent medical testimony that humanity had 
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been injured by the attempt to apply the results of investiga- 
tions made on the inferior animals. Altogether, much zeal, 
though but little knowledge, was exhibited by these people, 
who are friends of every animal but man. 

Remarkable Accident. — A man employed in the chlorate 
of potash department of Messrs. Muspratt's works at Flint, 
England, was entering the premises on Wednesday last, when 
he struck a light iec. art. against his trousers. The wearing 
apparel was so impregnated with chlorate dust that it ignited 
immediately, and he was immediately enveloped in a mass of 
flame. A man promptly threw Smith into a pool of water, 
but when extricated it was found that he had been so fear- 
fully burnt that no hopes are entertained of saving his life. 

Legislation for Lepers. — A telegram from Calcutta 
/States that the question of the proper housing and care of 
lepers is attracting much attention. A public meeting has 
been held at Bombay, and a committee appointed to frame a 
scheme. The aubscription already promised exceed 12,000 
rupees ; the Governor has headed the list with 1,000 rupees. 
The Calcutta Health Society has addressed the government 
urging the necessity of legislation, and pointing out that all 
should be scientifically regulated, and should be under gov- 
ernment control. 

The Seventh International Congress of Hygiene and 
Demography is announced to take place in London in 1891. 
The aim of the promoters is to awaken public interest in the 
progress of hygiene and demography, the latter term com- 
prising the study of the life conditions of communities from a 
statistical point of view, and generally to advance the cause 
of public health. A circular letter signed by Messrs. Corfieldi 
Shirley, and F. Murphy has been sent round inviting sub^ 
scriptions, and the support of a large number of influential 
persons has already been obtained. 

The Leader of a Reform. — We learn from the Southern 
Medical Review that the recently issued announcement of the 
Medical College of South Carolina inaugurates a change in 
the methods of the Southern schools, in demanding in future 
a three years' graded course as requisite to graduation. This 
•change, instead of beginning with the session of 1892, as was 
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agreed at the recent Nashville meeting, goes into effect at the 
opening of the coining term. Too much praise cannot be ac- 
corded this old and efficient institution for this bold and ag- 
gressive step, and we trust that the reward will be such as it 
deserves. It will, we believe, undoubtedly lessen the num- 
ber of students at the coming session, but the Faculty will be 
repaid in the consciousness of having done the right thing, 
and having taken a step voluntarily, which must in the near 
future be forced upon all. 

Southern Fire. — We give the following a place in our 
columns as an example of how an editor occasionally gives 
vent to his righteous indignation. The paragraph which is 
copied from the Southern Clinic, of Richmond Vh., is as 
follows: Adieu Humbug I It affords us much pleasure to an- 
nounce the fact that the ignoramus who has been playing the 
part of surgeon to our city hospital for the past two years, 
has been pitched overboard at last. If there ever was an 
outrage committed upon the sick paupers of Richmond, it 
was when the above mentioned dotard was placed in charge 
of them. 

Funny Health Officer. — The Michigan State Board of 
Health recently took Health Officer Davis, of Close Village^ 
to task for failing to send in his weekly reports say the Medi* 
cal Record. His reply is unique. He says : *' There has not 
been enough sickness here in the last two or three years to dcy 
much good. The physicians find time to go to Milwaukee on 
excursions, serve as jurors in justice courts, sit around on 
drygoods boxes, and beg tobacco, chew gum, and swap lies. 
A few sporadic cases of measles have existed, but they were 
treated mostly by old women, and no deaths occurred. There 
'was an undertaker in the village, but he is now in the State 
prison. It is hoped and expected when green truck gets 
around, melons plenty, and cucumbers in abundance that 
something may revive business. If it does, I will let you 
know." 

The Climax of Quackery. — An infamous example of 
quackery was recently brought to light in Milwaukee, in the 
prosecution of the *'Gun Wa Medical Company," says the 
Medical News. The supporters of this fraud have branches 
in several cities, in which they advertise that they have an 



1890.] Melange. 19? 

eminent Chinese physician, Gun Wa, who is versed in the 
medicine lore of the Oriental schools, and who has a remedy 
for every disease to which flesh is heir. This '* physician'' 
is generally some ignorant laundryman, who knows too little 
English to be able to communicate with those who would 
consult him. He therefore has an interpreter — in Milwaukee 
this was '* Doctor" Jansen — and this *' interpreter" does not 
know a word of Chinese. During the active operations of 
this swindle in Milwaukee, this alleged famous Chinese 
physician, Gun Wa, was personated by three diflTerent laundry- 
men. It is not easy to conceive of a more barefaced and im- 
pudent imposture than this, which has been practised with 
considerable success in several Western cities. Rt. Louis is 
blessed (?) with a flourishing branch of this company. 

Ignorance Abroad. — The following from the National 
Druggist may prove a solace to some of our much abused 
fellow-countrymen : Foreigners are given to sneering at the 
superficiality of the attainments of American professional 
men, and more especially at those of our physicians. We 
doubt, however, if an ''incident" recently exploited at 
Vienna, Austria, could find a parallel in the wildest and 
woolliest part of the '* Wild and Woolly West." It was die- 
covered that in the second largest hospital of that famed cen- 
ter of medical education, an individual who had been engaged 
for over a year as a medical practitioner, and during that pe- 
riod had obtained the second rank on the hospital staff, with 
a fair prospect of becoming senior physician in due time, pos- 
sessed no genuine medical qualifications whatever, and had 
gained admission on the strength of a bogus testimonial from 
the University of Innsbruck, in the Tyrol. The most aston- 
ishing part of the story is that it has now transpired that the 
bogus physician was grossly ignorant of the science of medi- 
cine, and unable to write a prescription correctly. 

Exhibitionism. — This is a form of sexual perversion 
which has been recently studied. According to the N. Y. Med, 
Jour. M. Magnan has recently presented to the Soci6t^ de 
m^decine legale the history of two cases showing that variety 
of sexual perversion not infrequently observed among men 
living in cities, known as ** exhibitionists," or those having 
the propensity to expose their genitals in public places or to 
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individuals, usually women whom they meet in unfrequented 
places. According to the report of these cases in Progrhs 
(mSdicalj one of the subjects presented unmistakable hereditary 
defect, and both showed present typical degeneracy. The 
author classes these persons with kleptomaniacs, the pyro« 
maniacs, and the suicidal and homicidal insane. These de- 
generate beings are ordinarily a great trial to the police and 
are exceeningly shrewd in the avoidance of arrest ; but im- 
prisonment has little deterrent or reformatory influence upon 
them. They are seldom persons who have a steady form of 
employment. It is probable that they are physically incap- 
able of acquiring a regular trade or business or of applying 
themselves to its pursuit. 

The Statistics of Poisoning in India. — From the report 
of the Government analyst of Bombay for the past year, it 
appears that this department was concerned in the investi- 
gation of 170 cases of suspected human poisoning last year, in 
66 of which the poison was actually discovered. In 33 of these 
the poison used was arsenic, in 20 opium, in five pounded 
glass, in three dhatura, in three mercury, and in two nux 
vomica. In one instance sweetmeat balls containing arsenic 
were found in the possession of a woman who had given di- 
rections that they were to be sent to certain perBons with 
whom she was at enmity ; and in another nine persons ate 
bread containing a large quantity of arsenious oxide. In one 
case a man mixed poison with his food, and accused another 
of trying to poison him. A woman confessed to having pound- 
ed her glass bangles and mixed the powder with her husband's 
bread. Glass seems to be used for this purpose only when 
poisons are not within reach, and the attempts usually fail 
on account of the grittiness of the glass exciting suspicion. 
Arsenic, being easily obtainable, is the chief resource of the 
Indian poisoner, and is usually administered in sweetmeats. 
Opium comes next. 

California State Board of Health. — The attempt to have 
a State Board of Health sustained in California at the last 
session of the Legislature of that State proved a lamentable 
failure. An effort is being made to induce the legislative 
body to establish, one at. its coming session and in order to 
succeed the Pacific Medical Journal thinks that the two thou- 
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sand five hundred and more licensed practitioners of the State 
should raise a sum of money, put it into the hands of some 
who know how to use it, send them to Sacramento and have 
them remain until the work is done. Unless some such plan 
is carried out, the result will be a disgraceful failure as it was 
at the last session. The profession must pull together with a 
vengeance. To fire a stray shot in Siskiyou and another in 
Tulare, and expect the result to be a good medical law is 
folly. Just as well try to blow up Mt. Shasta with a toy 
pistol. The time is short. Whatever is done must be done 
quickly. This is not a presidential year and partisian rancor 
may not be very bitter. Physicians can well afibrd at this 
time to lay aside party and unite for their personal and pro- 
fessional interests. Let none be indifierent, idle or, penuri- 
ous. 

The Medico-Legal Aspect of Abdominal Section. — 
The following from an editorial which appeared in a recent 
number of the International Journal of Surgery is of more than 
passing interest to surgeons : The technique of abdominal 
operations has attained so high a degree of excellence that it 
would seem that little remains to be accomplished to render 
it absolutely perfect. Unfortunately the same can not be said 
of our diagnostic resources in conditions of disease within the 
abdomen, which are »till far from being adequate. Every 
now and then we read of cases occurring in the practice of 
' careful and skilled surgeons, where errors of diagnosis have 
led to the performance of abdominal operations attended 
sometimes with fatal results. If these errors have been made 
by men of acknowledged diagnostic ability, they are much 
more likely to occur in the practice of surgeons of less skill 
and experience. 

It is therefore a matter of importance to determine how 
far the surgeon can be held responsible for these diagnostic 
errors, since the greed of attorneys and the avariciousness of 
the patien's relatives not infrequently place him in the disa- 
greeabe position of defendant in a civil or criminal law-suit. 
At the last meeting of the American Medical Association, two 
interesting and instructive papers were read by Drs. Vander- 
veer and Wile, on the subject of the '' Medico-Legal Aspect 
of Abdominal Section," which are reported in the journal of 
the Association. Dr. Vanderveer states that in the trial of 
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medical men for malpractice, charges of juries have been 
uniformly the gross neglect or gross ignorance, or both, must 
be shown on the part of the prosecution, beyond a reasonable 
doubt, before conviction can be had. It should be borne in 
mind, however, that it is impossible to make precise distinc- 
tions between negligence and ignorance, and gross negligence 
and ignorance ; for that which under some circumstances 
would be ordinary skill, in other circumstances would be ig- 
norance, and in still other circumstances gross ignorance. It 
is an unfortunate fact that suits of malpractice against sur- 
geons are tried before juries of laymen, who are unacquainted 
with the mere rudiments of the surgical art. Moreover, the 
prosecution is frequently permitted to adduce, as expert tes- 
timony, the opinions of men who have never performed a 
surgical operation of magnitude, and who are perfectly igno- 
rant upon the subject on which they are asked to testify. 
The experts testifying in these cases should be appointed by 
the State^ and selected from among men of acknowledged 
surgical skill and ability. By the adoption of some plan like 
this the accused party would be certain of a fair and impartial 
investigation of the points at issue. However comforting the 
reflection may appear that the unjust decisions of juries are 
usually recovered by the superior courts, it must not be for- 
gotten that the accused surgeon has been subjected to a large 
expense and loss of time, not to leave out of consideration the 
anxiety and worry inseparable from every law-suit. 

Latin in Preliminary Education. — The Medical Press 
and Circular y in an editorial comment on this question, states 
that the importance of any particular branch of education 
must of necessity be guaged by its results, and it is certainly 
open to question whether the study of Latin as imparted in 
our public schools and controlled by the preliminary exami- 
nations on the present lines yields a practical result com- 
mensurate with the time and labor expended upon it. As for 
its use in medicine this might well be treated as a quantitS 
nSgligeable^ tor in writing prescriptions it is to the advantage 
of the patient that the directions should be written in legible 
English rather than in bastard Latin, which is all that the 
majority of our students ever attain. It is obvious, therefore, 
that there are serious reasons for urging that Latin should be 
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placed among the optional subjects. It is only of value when 
carried to a point which is far beyond that which we can hope 
to attain under ordinary circumstances, at any rate as regards 
the rank and file of the profession. Scientific education, the 
acquisition of the faculty or habit of regarding any subject or 
proposition in a strict, precise, and logical manner, is of 
vastly more practical use than the benefit to be derived from 
a smattering of this or that dead language. 

Cholera in Japan. — We learn from one of our city dailies 
that cholera is prevailing, to a large extent, in Japan. This 
plague does not seem to be located in any particular town or 
district, but is epidemic all over the realm. The daily bulle- 
tins of the newspapers show that in the smaller villages new 
cases are discovered at the rdte of three and four in twenty- 
four hours, and in the larger cities the epidemic has reached 
alarming proportions. The disease seems to be more fatal 
this year than in former years. Many ports are in quaran- 
tine, and all efforts are being made to check the disease. 
Those afiiicted number into the hundreds. In one city the 
total number of cases up to July 30th recached 195, of which 
ninety-eight were fatal. In another there were on the same 
date seventy-two cases and thirty-nine deaths. These are 
but samples of the ravages of the disease which is known as 
Asiatic cholera. Where it will end is hard to predict. Busi- 
ness and commerce suffer greatly in consequence. When the 
Oceanic sailed over 3,000 cases were reported, and it is be- 
lieved that sixty per cent, proved fatal. The government is 
trying to arrest its progress. Their Majesties, the emperor 
and empress, have granted 1,000 yen and 5,000 yen, respect- 
ively, to the Japan Sanitary Association, which gives medical 
assistance gratuitously to persons attacked by cholera. 

Practice of Medicine in Italy, t- The Italian Public 
Health Act, of 1888, was put into form at the beginning of 
the present year {Am. Jour. Med. 8ci.)j and it seems, so far, 
to have done very well. The whole civilized world has its 
eyes upon it, to see what success will attend a continued en- 
forcement of its provisions, one of which is of interest to all 
. medical men, in particular, and reads as follows : No one is 
allowed to practice as a medical man, dentist, veterinary sur- 
geon, midwife, or pharmacist, unless holding a legally recog- 
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nized diploma, while medical practice and pharmacy are 
absolutely dissociated. Under no circumstances whatever 
may a medical man dispense ; and this is not felt as a hard- 
ship, for the profession itself insisted on the withdrawal of a 
saving clause in favor of men practicing in rural districts, for 
which one had to be substituted permitting the local authori- 
ties where, and so long only as there should be no pharmacy 
within a practical distance, to provide their medical officer 
with drugs for the exclusive use of his pauper patients. On 
the other hand, the pharmacist, while enjoying his legitimate 
monopoly, incurs the heaviest penalties by exceeding or 
abusing his privileges. Excepting a certain number of offici- 
nal and other preparations specially scheduled by the Coun- 
cil, the pharmacist must not supply any remedies in a 
condition, or with directions for internal or external use, 
without the written order of a medical practitioner. Proprie- 
tary medicines, unless their composition be known and ap- 
proved by the Council, are thus de facto illegal. 

Posthumous Labor. — A. number of cases of this kind 
have been reported from time to time and we remember hear- 
ing reports of some in this city. One of our contemporaries 
reproduces the following from the London Lancet and it is a 
case to which there attaches considerable interest. The Lan- 
cet states that at Moglia, in the province of Mantua, occurred 
a case of post-mortem delivery in some respects unique. A 
woman, Lavina Merli by name, subject to chronic epilepsy, 
had suddenly lapsed into the cataleptic state when in the 
eighth month of pregnancy. So death-like was the .trance 
that she was certified as dead and ordered to be buried. The 
coffin containing the unfortunate woman was closed and de- 
posited in the mortuary chapel pending the gra^edigger^s 
work, when next morning it was found with the lid raised. 
The woman's body — now a corpse — was horribly con- 
tracted, and, closely pressed between the knees, lay a 
new-horn babe, quite dead. The gravedigger and his 
men, for reasons of their own, kept their discovery a 
secret, and buried the two corpses. The facts however, 
leaked out, and the judicial authorities, aided by phy- 
sicians from Mantua, at once proceeded to exhume the coffin 
and examine its contents. A very minute and prolonged in- 
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spection was made, with the result that the physicians de- 
clared themselves satisfied that the mother was already dead 
when the child was expelled from the womb. From the po* 
eition of the bodies and the commencing decomposition in 
which they were found,, taken in connection with other con- 
siderations set out at length in the official report, the conclu- 
sion was arrived at that the gases, disengaged by the putrefac- 
tive process, and seeking an exit, had forced out the foetus ; 
that, in short, the case was one undoubtedly very rare, but by 
no means unprecedented, in obstetric experience of '^ posthu- 
mus labor." The incident, however, has attracted notice be- 
yound the Mantuan province, and medico-legal discussion on 
its details is yet far from being exhausted. It is asked, not 
unnaturally, if the woman Merli had really ceased to live, how 
the coffin-lid came to be even partially raised? She is not by 
any means the only patient, in catalepsy^ or *'nona," who, in 
quite recent Italian experience, has been certified as dead and 
treated accordingly ; and the anti-cremationists, making the 
most of such cases, are warning the public how still more 
slender, in '' apparent death," would be the chance of escape 
for Merli and her like, if, instead of the coffin, she had been 
consigned to the crematorium. 



iocal TXli^bkal Vdatkvs. 

Dr. John B. Keber has been elected to the chair of der* 
matology in the Beaumont Medical College. 

Dr. Joseph Geiger, of St. Joe, will lecture on surgery at 
the Marion-Sims Medical College. He will also continue ta 
act as dean of the Ensworth Medical College, of St. Joe, 
during next winter. He intends settling here, ultimately. 

St. Louis Physicians at Berlin. — The following is a list 
of the physicians who represented St. Louis at the late Inter- 
national Medical Congress, held at Berlin : Drs. N. Guhman, 
W. E. Fischel, Geo. W. Cale, L. Bremer, H. Newland, Wm. 
T. Porter, F. J. Lutz, 6. Engelman, H. Kinner, McKellops, 
T. G. Comstock, Morrison, E. Schleifiarth, T. F. Prewitt^ 
W. M. Drake, and A. C. Bernays. 



■200 Editorial Dkpartmekt. [September, * 

The Beaumont Hospital Medical College. — This college 
which is among the younger medical educational inatitntione 
of this city haa shown a very progreaaive spirit. If our read- 
ers will remember, a little more tliaii a year ago, the college 
building burned. A prompt removal to temporary quartera 
was effected, and now we take pleasure in presenting to our 
readers a cut of the new building in procesa of erection at 
JeETerson Arenue and Pine Street. 



Figure 9. Beaumont Hospital Medical College 

As can be readily seen the building will be a modern 
Btruc^ure, three stories in bight, provided with all the modern 
improvements. Work is being rapidly pushed on the struct- 
nte and the Faculty are couddent ihat they will be fully pre- 
pared in time for the opening of the October aession. 



1890.] 201 

business 3tem$. 

Antikamnia (opposed to pain). Analgesic, antipyretic 
and anodyne. No cyanosis, no excitation, no evil after- 
effects, follow the exhibition of antikamnia. A new combin- 
ation of coal tar dirivatives of the series GnH2n-6. One-ounce 

package, $1.00. 

Brownington, Mo., May 10th, 1890. 

Antikamnia Chemical Co.: 

Dear Sirs: — I gave the Antikamnia you sent me to one 
of my patients, suffering severely with menstrul sick head- 
ache and uterine colic, with entire immediate relief. I had 
tried a number of other remedies and failed. 

Yours truly, John McGlade, M. D. 

Further information and samples sent free to any rep- 
utable physician on application. Antikamnia Chemical Co., 
St. Louis. 

List erine.— The British Medical Journal of May 3d, 1890, 
says: "We have received * * a specimen of a preparation 
manufactured by the Lambert Fharmaoal Company, of St. Loiiis, 
U. S. A. According to the formula given, it contains the following 
antiseptics : Thyme, eucalyptus, baptisia, gaultheria, mentha ar- 
vensis and benzo-boracio acid. It is a clear liquid, with an 
aromatic odor, pungent taste and misciblc in all proportions with 
water. We have experimentally proved that it is a powerful an- 
tiseptic, preventing the development of bacteria and decomposi- 
tion of vegetable infusions. Listerine is certainly a very elegant 
preparation, and will be found au agreeable antiseptic either for 
internal or external use.'' It is certainly satisfactory in the ex* 
treme to note the appreciation that the efforts of American phar- 
macists meet with abroad. Testimony of the character given by 
the British Medical Journal should carry very great weight with 
it. — Occidental Medical Times^ June, 1890. 

A Successful New Drug.— An efficient emollient and seda- 
tive is one of the chief indications in the treatment of the urinary 
tract. Among the remedies employed for this purpose Pichi (Fab- 
iana Imbricata), has, through long clinical testing, won an envi- 
able place. The demand for this drug and the difficulties of 
obtaining proper supplies has led to the appearance in the market 
of much Pichi of inferior and therapeutically useless quality. 
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Parke, Davis & Co. state that they employ a special agent in the 
habitat of this drug to collect supplies, and guarantee its quality. 
They will also, on request, supply samples to those physicians who 
desire to clinically, test it in their practice* 

FAFINE (Battle). — John Muir, M. D., Pierrepont Manor, N. 
Y., Member College Physicians and Surgeons, Ontario, Canada, 
Ex- Vice-President Ontario Medical Council says: *'I take pleas- 
ure in saying that I have found Papine (Battle) prompt, effica- 
cious — better still ~ unobjectionable as to after effects. A patent, 
more than usually intolerant of other preparations of opium, has 
borne it well, and derived manifest benefit from its use." 

A High Testimonial.— Dr. Frank McDonald, 424 Pennsyl- 
vania Ave., Pittsburg, writes to the Ale and Beef Company, 
Dayton, O., under date of June 7, as follows : *' I beg leave to make 
acknowledgment of the receipt of a case of Ale and Beef '* Pepton- 
ized " you sent me a few weeks ago. I would have acknowleged 
earlier, but I have waited till I could report to you some results of 
the use of your wonderful Nutrient Tonic. I say wonderful, for I 
have had some wonderful results from its use and can fully bear 
testimony to all that you claim for it. In neurasthenia, in typhoid 
fever, in alcoholism, in the enfeebled digestion of dyspeptics, for 
the nursing mother In giving her strength and increasing the 
quantity and quality of her milk, in the gestation period, when af- 
fected with vomiting and in convalescence after many wasting 
diseases in ail of these cases, I have had the most satisfactory re- 
sults from the use of your Ale and Beef *' Peptonized " and I am 
fully able to affirm, that there is no Malt preparation before the 
Medical profession that will be found so generally efficacious as is 
the Ale and Beef ** Peptonized.'^ This article supplies a long felt 
want and I earnestly commend it to the confidence of my Medical 
friends." 

Celerina. — G. W. Watts, M. D., Auxvasse, Mo., says: I find 
Celerina very useful in cases of old persons, whose digestive pow- 
ers are failing, and in the convalescing period of those old persons 
from actute diseases, such as pneumonia, bronchitis, gas tro-ent eric 
troubles, etc. In two cases recently treated of this kind Celerina 
seemed to restore both the nervous and digestive system. Both 
of these cases were very old persons, they are now apparently well. 

Obstinate Insomnia.— Dr. H. L. M. Wright of New York 
writes as follows : A case of obstinate insomonia yielded promptly 
to the beneficlent influence of Peacock's Bromides. One ounce taken 
in thirty drop doses at bed time effected a permanent cure. The 
patient is now in good health, now two months since last dose. I 
shall continue to prescribe it in similar cases, and am very much 
pleased with its action in every similar eases in which I have used 
it. 
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A New Intestinal Clamp. By A. V. L. Bro^aw, M. D. 

Demonstrator of Anatomy, and Operative Surgery Missouri 

Medical College, Junior Surgeon of St. John's Hospital,e tc, 

St. Louis. 

Surgeons of experience have found a necessity for a thor- 
oughly practical and simple clamp to be used in operative 
work on the intensitines. The rapid and safe application of 
an intestinal clamp is a simple yet all-important step and 
one- which is fraught with much annoyance owing to the many 
deficiencies which most clamps present. In my experiment- 
al and actual work in the domain of intestinal surgery, I 
have on more than one occasion felt the sore need of a clamp 
that could be speedily applied and left in situ with some as- 
surance of security. 

When I first began my work in the field of intestinal sur- 
gery, I tried numerous means but was not thoroughly satis- 
fied with any of the various appliances which our local in- 
strument makers supplied. I have used several varities of 
clamps and such devices as rubber tubing and strips of gauze. 
In some cases I was even fortunate enough to procure the 
"soft dexterous fingers of an assistant "to aid me in my 
work ; but often the last mentioned aid was anything but soft 
and dexterous, sometimes, on the contrary sublimely rude 
and awkward. 

Extensive experimental study led me to the conviction that 

a clamp, made after the following manner, served its purpose 

201 
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well. A piece of No. 12 copper wire, six or eight inches 
long, is covered with a piece of drainage tubing, by forcing 
the wire through its lumen. The rubber is left to overlap, 
and its ends are ligated to prevent denudation of the wire and 
disengagement of the tubing. The rubber covered wire is 
now evenly flexed upon itself, until it. presents two perfectly 
parallel blades of equal length, and the completed clamp is 
ready for use, and is applied in the same manner as the clamp 
to be described further on. While this clamp is simple and 
inexpensive, it answers admirably, and has been used by me 
since 1889 ; but it is devoid of that mechanical finish which, 
although not necessary, is more in harmony with the surgical 
nicety of this age. Furthermore, this clamp has one marked 
disadvantage {. e., it can not be as thoroughly cleansed as 
modern antisepsis demands. 

For these reasons the clamp to be described and illustrated 
has been devised. Such improvements have been made, as 
to cancel all objectionable features, afibrding us a perfect 
means of compressing the intestine. 

From drawings furnished my instrument maker (A. S, 
Aloe & Co.), the instrument shown in the cut was made. It 
consists of two parallel blades or limbs, A and B, held in 
position by a wide piece of spring metal ; the spring being so 
tempered, as to give a tendency to separation of the blades. 




Fig. lo. Intestinal Clamp, 

The limbs are made of soft steel, which may be bent with the 
fingers should occasion demand. Upon the ends of either 
blade is fitted an acorn tip, which • may be screwed on or off 
when necessary ; each blade is covered with rubber tubing 
(drainage tubing), or, what is more desirable, with soft rub- 
ber catheter. After covering the blades, the acorn tips are 
screwed on the tubing, approximated well under the shoulders 
of the tips, and the instrument is ready to be applied. This, 
briefly, is a description of the clamp ; as to the manner of its 
application, nothing could be simpler. One blade of the 
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ol&mp ie pushed through the meeeDtery within a abort die- 
tance from the attached eurface or concavity of the intestine. 
(See Fig. 11). The ends of the clamp are pressed together 
sofficientlj to compreBB the gut, and a ligature (figure of 
eight) is rapidly thrown round the extremities of the blades. 



Fig. n. Intestinal Qamp Applied. 

It is evident at a glance that the operator can regulate to a 
certainty the amount of compression upon the gut and no 
danger can accrue from undue constriction. All other spring 
clamps, which have fallen under my observation, have a 
tendency to compress too strongly, and thereby give rise to 
the danger of pressure gangrene , or the spring is too weak 
and does not accomplish its object. In the clamp figured in 
the illustrations, the surgeon regulates with the greatest ease 
and exactness the amount of pressure brought to bear upon 
the gut, a consideration of the greatest importance. The 
length of the parallel blades admits of an assistant holding 
them, while the operator is engaged. 

This clamp has been presented for theoretical reasons but 
has repeatedly been employed in intestinal work ; and those 
who have used it testify to its absolute superiority over other 
contrivances. 
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The advantages claimed for the clamp are these : 

1**. Simplicity of mechanism and the ease with which it is 
applied. 

2^. Absolutely uniform compression of the bowel. 

3**. Rapidity with which it is applied and removed. 

4°. Precise regulation of the amount of compression. 

5^. Readiness with which the parts are separated and steri- 
lized. 

The clamps that are most popular and most generally used 
are not favored with these advantages ; they are, as a rule^ ex- 
pensive, and, with a few exceptions, present such a compli- 
cated arrangement, that the aim attempted is not entirely 
attained. The less complicated instruments have a more 
grievous disadvantage — they are incapable of $iccurate adjust- 
ment and regulation in the amount of pressure, and hence are 
absolutely worthless if not directly harmful. 

The Ammoniacal Fermentation op Urine.* By V. A. 
Moore, M. D., Assistant Bureau of Animal Industry, De- 
partment of Agriculture, Washington, D. C. 
Urine changes on standing by first becoming turbid, then 
forming a gray sediment, the body of the liquid clearing up 
with a darker color than at first. The odor becomes ammo- 
niacal and the reaction alkaline. By hydration, the urea 
changes to ammonium carbonate, hence the term '^ammoni- 
acal fermentation." The cause of this chemical change Pas- 
teur and others showed to be an organized ferment. 

I have often preserved urine fresh for months, by first 
sterilizing at 65^ C, As the urine in the healthy bladder is 
germ free, the bacteria must be sought in the urethra, or out- 
ride, as urine passed directly into sterile flasks ferments, 
bacteria usually exist in the urethra. 

[The Bibliography of the subject is omitted.] 
My work relates to those forms found in the canal, and to 
the question if fermentation depends on them. The external 
parts were carefully cleansed and disinfected, and the urine 
passed into a sterilized Erlenmeyer flask, the mouth flamed, 
and stopped with cotton wool. Only normal acid urine was 
employed. The Koch gelatin plate and Esmarch rolls were 



« Author's abstract of a paper read before the American Society of Microscop- 
ists, Detroit, Aug. 1890. 
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used^ and numerous fresh cultures made. I have succeeded 
in isolating about twelve forms of bacteria^ mostly micro- 
cocci, of which I will describe five, on account of their pro- 
ducing ammoniacal fermentation. Comparative tests with 
sterilized urine were frequently made. Acid bouillon with 
urea added was found the best culture medium. These micro^ 
cocci could only be perfectly differentiated by their cultures, 
one of them producing a bright orange funnel-like disc. 
While their characters are somewhat modified by cultivation, 
their power to decompose urea does not appear diminished. 



£ItmcaI Heports. 

Bepobt op Five Laparotomies.* By X. 0. Werder, M. D., 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Case I. — Intra-ligamentous cyst. Aged twenty-two years ; 
epileptic ; typhoid fever in October last, followed by bad 
health. Noticed a tumor growing since, reaching from one 
to one and one-half inches above the umbilicus down into the 
vagina, bulging out Douglas' cul de sac and pushing down the 
anterior wall of the rectum, in fact almost completely filling 
out the pelvic cavity. The tumor was immovable, fiuctu- 
ating and distinctly pulsating both over the abdomen and in 
the vagina, suggesting the possibility of an aneurism. Ex- 
ploratory laparotomy, March 29th, exposed an intra-ligamen- 
tous cyst, which had to be peeled out of its capsule. It was a 
tedious and difficult task. Drainage. Patient made an ex- 
cellent recovery, without rise of temperature and notable 
increase of pulse rate. Had an epileptic attack immediately 
after operation, then none for a week, though previous to 
operation she had a number of them every day. After first 
week, they returned at intervals of several days. 

Case II. — Pyosalpynx. Miss M. D., twenty-six years of 
age, had poor health for several years ; about a year ago she 
was obliged to go to bed, when an abscess ruptured into her 
rectum, which continued to discharge for several months. 
After the discharge had ceased, her health improved, and she 
gained flesh, but six weeks later she experienced great pain 



4* Read before the Alleghany County Medical Society, August 19, 1890. 
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in her right side, and when she entered the Mercy Hospital, 
another abscess had ruptured into the vagina. She was ex- 
tremely emaciated and ansemic. Laparotomy performed 
April 6th. The aneesthetic used was the '' mixture." Im- 
mediately after opening the peritoneal cavity, she became 
asphyxiated. Respiration and pulse were arrested for fally 
five minutes ; artificial respiration was performed, head and 
ohest lowered, and hypodermics of whisky administered* 
Probably ten to fifteen minutes passed until the respiration 
and pulse became normal and the operation could be con- 
tinued. On introducing my hand into the pelvis, I found one 
large mass from which neither uterus, ovaries nor tubes could 
be distinjguished. After a great deal of trouble, I succeeded 
in freeing the right tube and ovary from their adhesions ; 
both contained pus cavities. The left tube was also removed 
with the greatest difficulty ; its ovary, however, could not be 
found. A drainage tube was inserted. Twenty-six hours 
after the operation, a fsaoal odor was detected in the discharge 
from the drainage tube. The following day she commenced 
to discharge fsecal matter in large quantities, and from now 
on most of her feeces passed through the tube and on the side 
of it, continuing to do so for a week. The wound was kept 
clean by enemata, which were immediately returned through 
the fistulous opening. During this time her appetite was 
poor, and vomiting very frequent, so that she became ex- 
ceedingly weak. The fistula gradually closed up, so that at 
the time of her discharge from the hospital, there was only 
(sometimes at intervals of several days) a slight discharge of 
flatus. The occurrence of this f»cal fistula can easily be ex- 
plained by the fact that the left tube distended with pus had 
become adherent to the rectum and discharged its contents 
through the latter. In separating this tube from its old ad- 
hesions to the rectum, the old rectal fistula of necessity was 
reopened, and as a consequence, by virtue of the life-saving 
drainage tube, the fsecal matter found its way through the 
external wound. 

Case III. — Pyosalpynx. Mrs. A., three years married, 
aged thirty years, had one child at eight months, and was 
never in good health since. Had three attacks of pelvic peri- 
tonitis since ; with the last one she was brought into Mercy 
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Hospital. A very tender mass could be felt on both sides of 
her uterus^ which was diagnosed as a double pyosalpynx. 
Laparotomy, April 29th. Tubes and ovaries on both sides 
very firmly bound down to pelvic floor and adherent to loops 
of intestines. They were brought up with considerable diffi- 
culty and tied off. Ovaries, on both sides were firmly at- 
tached to their corresponding tubes, each ovary and tube 
forming one abscess-sac. Drainage. Patient rallied badly 
from the operation, and vomited incessantly. She had taken 
«ther very badly, a very large quantity being needed to keep 
her relaxed. The incessant vomiting was therefore attributed 
to the ether. It kept up for forty-eight hours ; for thirty 
hours her pulse was about 160, and very feeble ; had Cheyne- 
Stokes respiration and an ashy color about her face. She 
was fed and stimulated freely by rectum, and forty-eight 
hours after operation she was much improved, her convales- 
cence being then uninterrupted by elevation of temperature 
and with a good pulse ; appetite was good, and she was sitting 
up in bed, when on the evening of the twelfth day a sudden 
•change came over her ; she complained of pain about the 
ohest and of loss of appetite. Had shown symptoms of 
hysteria a day or two previous to this. I examined her care- 
fully ; her pulse was 100 ; temperature perfectly normal ; 
abdomen flat without the slightest tenderness. She rested 
well during the early part of the night, but towards morning 
she became very restless, and died suddenly at 6 a. m. on the 
thirteenth day after the operation. A post mortem examina- 
tion could not be obtained^ Her death was entirely unex- 
pected, and its cause very obscure, though I have reasons to 
suspect pulmonary embolism. 

Case IV. — Solid tumor of right ovary and ascites. Mrs. S., 
aged forty- five, no children, consulted me about an abdomi- 
nal tumor, situated on the right side of uterus, hard, irregu- 
lar, freely movable and reaching midway between the 
-anterior superior spinous process of the ilium and the um- 
bilicus. Lately she had suffered so much pain, that she had 
to be kept under the influence of opiates constantly. The 
diagnosis was either solid tumor of right ovary or sub-peri- 
toneal 'fibroid of uterus with long pedicle. Laparotomy, May 
6th. On opening abdomen a considerable quantity of ascitic 
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fluid escaped. The operation was extremely simple, as there 
were no adhesions whatsoever. Patient made an uninter* 
rupted recovery, the temperature never being above normaU 
The tumor, of the size of a large cocoa-nut, had become partly 
cystic and appears to be a fibroid of the right ovary. 

Case V. — Abscess of left ovary. Miss Annie C, aged twenty- 
four years, has been in bad health for over a year. I was 
called to see her about a year ago, and found a large mass to 
the left of her uterus, not very tender to the touch, and fluctu* 
ating. She was greatly reduced in flesh and very weak. Un- 
der treatment her general condition improved, but her local 
trouble remained the same, though local treatment was con* 
scientiously employed for four months. I then advised 
laparotomy following my diagnosis of left prosalpynx, but 
the operation was refused. She then placed herself under 
the care of another physician^ Two or three months later, 
while going to her physician's office, on getting ofl* the street 
car an abcess ruptured through her vagina, and this was fol- 
lowed by a severe attack of pelvic peritonitis. At this time I 
was again called in, and found the mass on her left side con-< 
siderably larger and exceedingly tender. She was now very 
anxious to have the operation performed. Laparotomy, June 
16th. Removed a large ovarian abscess containing about a 
pint of pus. The sac was adherent to the omentum, intes* 
tines, anterior surface of the bladder, and had to be peeled 
out ; on doing this, the tube, firmly attached to it and to the 
pelvic floor, was broken ofl*; the remaining portion was then 
brought up with great difficulty. Tfie ovary was one large 
abscess-cavity, and the tube also contained pus. The right 
tube and ovary were, contrary to the usual rule, not removed, 
as the patient's condition was such as to make it dangerous 
to perform a second operation on her, especially as they 
seemed perfectly healthy. In breaking up the adhesions 
around the abscess-sac I accidentally ruptured it, and the pu& 
poured freely into the abdominal cavity. This was thoroughly 
and repeatedly washed out with hot water and a drainage tube 
introduced. Her recovery was uninterrupted ; the tempera- 
ture and pulse remaining perfectly normal, except on the day 
after the operation when the temperatere rose to 100*^. She 
is now in perfect health and has gained much in flesh. 
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Pemphigus Chronicus. By Julius Guenther, M. D., Quin- 
cy, 111. 

The following is the report of a case of pemphigus made 
to the Adams County Medical Society at a monthly meeting, 
Aug. 13, 1889. Many of the members of the society were 
shown the patient during the height of his illness, and he 
was also present at the meeting ; his case was reported on 
and he is fully recovered. 

A. M., male, set. 58, in June, 1888, first noticed a failure 
of general health, a feeling of malaise, irritability of temper, 
and general failure of strength. In July, vomiting after the 
morning meal and gastric irritability was followed by marked 
emaciation. 

These symptoms persisted until about the middle of Sep- 
tember, when, with some febrile symptoms, the skin became 
red and covered with an urticarial eruption, followed by ves- 
icles and bullae the size of a hazelnut, on the hands and feet. 

In a few days these vesicles spread over the entire body 
except the neck and head. The itching associated with the 
eruption increased in intensity, especially when a new crop 
of vesicles appeared, which happened every three or four 
days, while single vesicles appeared every day. These dried 
up in the order in which they came. The patient, an ex- 
pressman, was working until Oct. 15, when his feet became 
so swollen that he was unable to walk ; shortly afterward he 
was confined to his bed. He was at this time much troubled 
with constipation, and did not sleep well. His skin was 
moist, his mind wandering. 

About the middle of November there was a slight tempo- 
rary improvement, and for a day or two no vesicles appeared. 
Then they came in larger number and greater size. I saw 
him for the first time Dec. 1, 1888. He was in bed and ex- 
tremely emaciated. Vesicles or bullae of various sizes cov- 
ered the skin of the entire body except the head and neck. 
In many places the condition of pemphigus pruriginosus was 
present as well as that of pemphigus foliaceus ; scabs from 
dried-up bullae and scratches and abraded spots from the 
intense itching were over the whole cutaneous surface. His 
pulse and temperature were normal and the urine free from 
sugar or albumen. His appetite was gone but he had con- 
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slant thirst. His bowels were constipated. Mind for the 
most part wandering during sleep. Every few days after a 
febrile attack attended with stupor, there appeared afresh 
outbreak of buUse, with single ones every day which in a few 
days dried up without opening. During the first week in 
January the stupor and fever were no longer present and the 
bullse appeared more sparingly. 

During the first two weeks of February he was entirely 
free from fresh outbreaks of bullse, but during the week fol* 
lowing there appeared one occasionally, after which they 
entirely ceased. 

The patient began to sit up early in February, but was too 
weak to walk at this time. After this his strength gradually 
but steadily increased so that after the middle of February 
he was able to be out of bed during the entire day. In De- 
cember there apeeared cross-gutters (indentations, an erup-* 
tion), at the roots of the nails of both hands and feet, which 
by the end of January penetrated the nails so that they were 
shed one by one, the last one June 24, 1889. By the middle 
of March he was quite strong and able to go about unaided. 

Treatment. — The vesicles were not opened. The body 
was every day washed with soap and water and afterwards 
dusted with powdered starch. The latter part of December 
in spite of cleanliness, the. odor from the patient's body be- 
came so fetid that a wash of a 2% solution of carbolic acid 
in listerine and water were made use of, with the result of 
entirely doing away with the bad odor. Internally, the pa* 
tient took the compound syrup of hypophosphites during the 
entire period I treated him. Iron, quinine, jaborandi, cal- 
cium sulphide, peroxide of hydrogen, and nitrate of silver 
were given successively during the month of December with 
no other effect than slightly improving the taste of his meals. 
The bowels were kept regular by taking oue compound aloin 
pill at night. For the febrile attacks and stupor, nitro^ 
glycerine in y|^ gr. doses every two hours was given, produc- 
ing prompt relief after a few hours. After this a y^^ gr. pill, 
three times a day for nine days, seemed to arrest the forma- 
tion of new bullse. 

About the middle of January, after scratching the skin, 
hsemorrhage followed, which was arrested by the use of 
antipyrine externally and tincture of the chloride of iron 
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internally. From February 13 to March 16, 1889, daily doses 
of from 10 to 30 grains of quinine were given for intermittent 
fever from which he suffered. March 16 he was discharged 
cured, and has so remained to the present time. 

You see the patient here — he is fleshier than ever but not 
€0 strong as before his illness. New nails have appeared to 
take the place of the old ones, bnt the dark spots over the 
•entire body where the buUee appeared, fade away very 
slowly. 

A Clinical Report on a Fatal Case of Typhoid Fever By 
C. W. LiLLiE, M. D., Staunton, 111. 

I am aware that I am departing somewhat from the usual 
order of practice in reporting a failure, but as there is often 
something to be learned from our failures, I am willing to 
submit this case. 

I am also aware that there is nothing specially unique or 
strange in the case ; nothing unusual in the character of the 
disease or in its treatment, but it proves to me so clearly that 
the extent of the intestinal lesions bears no direct relation to 
the gravity of the general disease, that a case so mild in its 
oourse as to occasion no alarm may be accompanied by the 
most serious intestinal lesions. Following is the case : 

Geo. S , 8Bt. 18 years, a robust young man, a laborer, 

at work in a coal mine at Gillespie, was taken sick on Aug. 
12th with slight fever, aching in the bones and joints, 
slight cough which followed a cold in the head, loss of appe- 
tite, tenderness about the umbilicus, and quite a severe pain 
in the back of the neck and between the shoulders. 

These symptoms continued until Friday, the 15th, when 
:a physician was called who prescribed physic and a few 
powders of antikamnia. Not getting any better his father 
brought him home to this place on Sunday, the 16th. He 
«tood the trip very well. I saw him on Monday and found a 
temperature of 103.5°, tongue dry and coated a grayish brown. 
1^0 appetite ; some tenderness at umbilicus, but nowhere else. 
Slight headache and still some feeling of soreness, or rather 
4stifihess in back of neck. No other distress. 

Fever continued near the 103® point till on Sunday, 24th, 
patient being up and down during the week, when at noon it 
marked only 99°. Patient was up during the afternoon and 



212 Clinical Reports. [October^, 

went down stairs feeling quite comfortable during the even* 
ing. Went to bed and slept well during the night till five 
o'clock on Monday, the 25th, when he was suddenly aroused 
from sleep with a severe pain in the lower part of abdomen^ 
a desire to micturate but wholly unable to do so. 

I reached his bedside in a few minutes aud drew off with, 
a catheter about a pint and a half of normal urine. This 
seemed to give relief and I returned home only to be called 
a second time in about half an hour when he complained of 
the same trouble. I now saw that some other cause than a 
distended bladder existed. Examination revealed increased 
tenderness in all parts of abdomen, but little tympanites, but 
a board-like ha,rdnes8 of abdominal wall. Pulse a little over 
a hundred and not very full. Temperature 102®. Temperature 
increased during the day to 104.8°. Respiration gradually be- 
came more and more thoracic. With a view to relieving the 
gradually increasing abdominal distension an enema was^ 
given about 6 o'clock, but no relief followed. 

No very severe pain was experienced, and no vomiting^^ 
occurred until about noon on Tuesday when the contents of 
the stomach, consisting of coagulated milk, water, etc., wa»^ 
vomited. From this time on the vomiting was persistent^ 
becoming stercoraceous about 8 p. m., and continuing till 
death at 12:20 on Wednesday, the 27th. 

No post mortem was had, hence we can only conjecture 
the cause of the peritonitis, which was the immediate cause 
of death. My conclusion is that the case was one of the mild 
typhoid fevers which we occasionally see, and perforatiour 
occurred during the night on Sunday starting up the peri- 
tonitis. 

The patient stated that when he awoke he was dreaming; 
that he was in the mine, and that a heavy mass of slate was^ 
falling on him and that he made a sudden twist to get away 
from the danger, and he believed this was the cause of the= 
severe pain. This may be true, but it is more likely that the 
pain was the cause of his dream. 

Then again his sudden twist may have caused a torsion of 
the intestine and the other symptoms follow naturally^ 
Against this may be urged the fact of the rapid rise in tem- 
perature which would seem out of proportion to the simple 
obstruction due to torsion. 
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Then the question of a laparotomy would naturally i^rise 
when considering this case. If it was a torsion, relief might 
"be obtained by this means. If it was a perforation the 
-chances would be all against an operation being of any bene- 

I am free to say^ however, that had the vomiting and 
other bad symptoms occurred on Monday, instead of Tues- 
day, I should have favored opening the abdomen, but, oc- 
-curring as they did, so late, after the peritonitis was so ex- 
tensive, the heart so feeble and irregular, respiration so 
shallow and hurried, I did not believe it could do any good. 

Aug. 28th, 1890. 

Peritonitis, Cystitis, and Abscess of the Abdominal Mus- 
cles, Caused by a Vicious Mare Jumping on the Abdo- 
men. By Wm. Henry, M. D., Harmon, 111. 

Mr. C. W., a German, aged forty years, while holding the 
animal which became unmanageable was standing against the 
«ide of a barn. The mare reared upon him setting both 
iront feet with force into the abdominal parieties causing a 
severe bruising in the right iliac region. He was carried in at 
the time in a state of collapse from which he soon rallied. 

A messenger was immediately sent forme in haste. It was 
not long before I was at his bedside and found him very weak 
and feeble with emesis of bilious matter and severe pain in the 
iliac region. I ordered warm fomentations to the injured part 
itnd a stimulant with tonics to take ; also opiates to control the 
pain. I then left the patient and returned the next day and 
found the abdomen tympanitic, and still more or less vomiting 
with hiccough and shortness of breath. 

I came to the conclusion that the warm fomentations of 
hops and flaxseed meal would not do. I, therefore, laid them 
aside and made constant applications of turpentine and fol- 
lowed this up for several days. The turpentine applications 
began to reduce the inflammation of the peritoneum and re- 
xluce the tympanites. I gave morphia sulphate to control the 
pain. At the same time, enemas of salt and water, to keep 
the bowels in a soluble condition were given. This was con- 
tinned about two weeks; the hiccough ceased, his bowels 
ivhich had become somewhat loose became more regular, the 
soreness in the side had all disappeared and the man had got- 
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ten so that he could sit up and be out of doors after which I 
discontinued my attentions to him. 

In a few days I was again sent for to find a circumscribed 
swelling in the median line of the abdomen over and above 
the region of the bladder. 

The trouble now seemed to be a sequela of the first. His 
urine seemed to trouble him, he had painful micturition, the 
tumor over and above the bladder appeared painful to the 
touch, very small as it had not yet developed. Fomentations 
were again ordered, the catheter was used to draw the urine, 
the bladder was washed out with mild astringents and anti- 
septics and this was continued every two or three days for 
some time. In the meantime in this circumscribed spot an 
abscess formed which was lanced, considerable pus issuing 
therefrom. Again he began to convalesce. 

He was nourished nearly all of this time with liquid food, 
beef tea and other mild foods. He lay on his back in bed, in 
all about six weeks. He is now well and at work, he being a 
farmer. During this time I had consultation with two physi- 
cians, C. C. Hunt, M. D., Dixon, 111., and 0. B. Blackman,also 
of Dixon. 



A Contested Gift. — If our readers will remember, we 
announced in a former number of the Journal that Dr^ 
Lomax, of Mattoon, Ind., had made a handsome gift to the 
Indiana Medical College. We learn from one of our ex- 
changes that his relatives are about to contest this bequest. 
The transfer of the property is by deed, and not by will, and 
the Medical College people are confident that they can retain 
possession of the gift. 

Methods of Teaching. — ** If we are not very greatly mis- 
taken," says the Peoria Medical Monthly^ *'the signs of the- 
times point unmistakably toward the abolition of the didactic 
lecture in medical teaching, and the substitute therefor of 
laboratory and clinical work and daily recitations and quizzes. 
There isno doubt but that the latter course would be the best 
in all respects for the student, but it would be extremely hard 
on many professors, since it would rob them of the glory of 
posing and spouting before the class." Rather rough on 
some of the professors. 
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THE PROVINCES. 



There was a time when the capital of a country was its 
commercial, scientific, and art centre. Its population was the 
largest, its inhabitants the most progressive, and its position 
the most exalted. This was to be naturally expected. Any- 
thing that was good of its kind was far more likely to be taken 
up and recognized by a larger number, so that every one has- 
tened to his native Mecca to display that which he thought 
was worthy of such distinction. It is not to be wondered at 
that, under such circumstances, the *^ provinces '' should have 
become of such a character that the term finally became one 
of derision. The very conditions which existed fa\rored such 
a conception. 

What passes our comprehension is that the same idea should 
prevail to the extent that it does at this day. Conditions have 
changed so materially, such a revolution has taken place in 
all the ordinary afiairs of mankind, in civilized countries, that 
the provincialism which is so freely spoken of as an appanage 
of certain districts is much more applicable to those making the 
assertion. In an age of telegraphs, railroads, and printing, 
knowledge and news is so rapidly and accurately disseminated 
that only those, whose simplicity of mind condones the error, 
would be guilty of accusing others similarly situated of pro- 
vincialism. 

The argument is as capable of application in the case of the 
medical profession as in any other. Of course, we do not pro- 
pose to say that a town of five thousand can offer those facili- 
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ties, advantages, and opportunities that a city possessing a 
hundred times as many inhabitants would. What we do uphold, 
however, is that within certain limits no city can place itself 
upon a self-erected pedestal and assert that whatever does not 
originate within its walls is necessarily of an inferior character 
and good enough for the " provinces.*' This is the more true 
of this country of *' magnificent distances." Take the largest 
cities of the United States and the space intervening between 
the majority of them is such that each one is a capital in itself 
and those within it have equal advantages with those in the 
other cities. 

Our Eastern friends have always arrogated to themselves 
the title of being more progressive in medicine and of being 
more adept as well as better informed than their cotemporar- 
ies. Our progress is a few hours behind theirs in learning 
what they have to say as well as regards our Transatlantic 
coworkers ; but our Eastern confreres are sometimes years in 
learning what has been done in the West and many never 
recognize the worth of this work until one of their own either 
garbles it, or presents a ** modification " as his own. 

The *^ provinces " have been steadily advancing and may 
soon be progressive enough to assert themselves in the man. 
ner which they should long since have assumed. They will 
learn a little more self-reliance in taking a stand and make 
use of that sturdy strength which is so necessary in a con- 
flict against odds. In addition to this, they will discover some 
day that their idols, all but too frequently, have feet of clay 
and that certain obiter dicta are often to be taken for what they 
are worth. As soon as they realize these few changes the 
" provinces " will have disappeared to a large extent B,}^d pro- 
vincialism will be relegated to its proper place. 

HARVEST IN STORE FOR THE RELIGIOUS NEWSPAPERS. 

It has remained for a German manufacturer to outdo in 
vileness and pruriency the advertisements of English and 
American quacks and nostrum venders. This concern has 
put on the market and advertises for sale a soap which it 
calls ** Matrimonio Secreto " and declares to be a *' Ladies' 
soap, whose searching and efficient antiseptic and parasitici- 
dal effects will in every case prevent conception.'' The ad- 
vertisment needs only a few commendatory certificates from 
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preachers 'and the '^ sisters " to make them first class mate* 
rial for the advertising columns of the religions press. These, 
no doubt, will be forthcoming as soon as the soap is intro- 
duced into England or this country. We will then see such 
endorsements as the following : 

^'IhaveusedMatrimonio Secreto in my family for some time 
and find it to work splendidly. I earnestly recommend it to the 
ladiesof my ioongregation.— Bevd. Jabez Howler, D. D., editor of 
the Christian Pleader. ^^ 

'* Since dear Brother Howler recommended your Matrimonio 
Secreto it has proven a real comfort to me, lessening my dread of 
ministerial visits, and greatly inclining me to matrimonial duty. 
Maria Muggins, Member of the 419th St. Eclectic G aurch." 

*' I will never attend another camp-meeting without a ftill sup- 
ply of your Matrimonio Secteto.— A Lady. '* 

*' Your Matrimonio Secreto has completely cured me of child- 
bearing.— Mrs. Almira Manlove.'' 

. ''Under God I feel that I owe my life to the use of Matrimonio 
»Secreto, as I have many choleric and dangerous men in my con« 
gregation. — Chaplain Frelove, D. D." 

'' Since becoming convinced by personal experience of the mar^ 
velous virtues of your delightful Matrimonia Secreto, I require 
every young lady in my seminary to provide herself with a cake 
of it as a part of her regular outfit. You have no idea bow much 
care and anxiety it has taken off my mind.— -Georgina Gushing- 
ton, Principal of the Christian Home Seminary for young ladies. 
Fool-em-on-the-Hudson.'' 

''I have not had the slightest fear of privy-seats since becoming 
acquainted with the wonderful antiseptic and bactericidal virtues 
of your Matrimonia Secreto. I have not had a single case of 
gonorrhoea, since commencing its use some three months ago. 
Young ladies and other members of our church report the same 
blessed condition of things, which, under the Heavenly Father, 
we owe entirely to you. May He prosper you and enable you to 
sell your soap to the ends of the earth. — A. Cincher, President of 
the Fourth Ward Bepublican Young Men's Christian Associa- 
tion." 

EDITORIAL NOTES. 

• 

The Pyoktanins seem to have made quite a stir lately, 
the advocates of their superiority as germicides being quite 
numerous. Latterly a certain amount of revulsion has mani- 
fested Itself, as might have been expected, and there are those 
who are ready to rob the anilins of their new-found virtue. 
We say new-found, because we know that it is not. A St. 
Louis man — Prof. Chas. 0. Curtman — in 1882, called atten- 
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tion to the fact that the anilins had the peculiar property of 
destroying germe, he having been led to the conclusion by 
observations he made while engaged in staining micro* 
organisms^ Of course, no attention was paid to this, per- 
haps because it emanated from the West, and it was only 
after a Strasburg professor spoke of it that any attention was 
paid to it. Of course, this is what regularly occurs with us, 
and we only call attention to the fact simply to show that 
there is something in the '* rowdy West,'' which will never 
be appreciated until the latter learns to assert itself. 

The Mississippi Valley Medical Association is to hold 
its next annual meeting at Louisviile, Ky., Oct. 8, 9 and 10, 
as noted in another part of the Journal. What we wish to 
call the particular attention of our readers to is the fact 
that physicians attending conventions are always desirous of 
securing cheap and comfortable transportation. The Ohio 
and Mississippi Railroad, with that generosity which has 
always characterized its dealings, informs us that from St. 
Louis and Cincinnati the fare to Louisville will be reduced 
one-half. In other words a round-trip ticket will be sold for 
a single fare. This is much better than is ofiTered by any 
other road when we take into consideration the comfort, 
rapid transit, and absolute safety afforded by the O. & M., 
which are such that we cannot see how all those who arA 
going to Louisville could do better. We would recommend 
all physicians who attend the meeting to be sure to patronize 
the 0. & M. and they will have no cause to regret their 
action, but rather have reason to congratulate themselves on 
their wise action. This rate is made not only for those at- 
tending the Mississippi Valley Medical Association, but also 
for those contemplating a visit to the annual convention of 
the American Rhinological Association, which also meets in 
Louisville, Oct. 6, 7 and 8. The 0. & M. has made this rate 
for all physicians, their wives and friends, and we bespeak 
for it our unqualified recommendation, based upon former 
personal dealings with the gentlemen connected with the 
road. The tickets issued at the above rate will be good until 
Oct. 15. 

Intestinal Operations are attracting a great deal of the 
attention of operating surgeons at present, and we are con- 
tinually besieged by a mass of new devices intended either to 
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facilitate operatione, hasten cure, or produce better results. 
In reading a late number of the Medical Record, of New York, 
we came across an article on Gastro-Colostomy, by Dr. W. 
M. Polk, in which the author goes on to state that ** Follow- 
ing the suggestion of Weir, the intestine and stomach were 
"then stitched, the one to the other, for a distance of about 
two inches, the line of stitches running along the gut about a 
third of an inch from the mesentery, and along the stomach 
about half an inch from the lowest line of the anterior sur- 
face. The loop of intestine was then emptied of its contents 
by pressure, a return being provided against by the pressure 
of copper- wire clamps covered with rubber tubing, which had 
4>een devised by Dr. Barrows." So far as we know, it is not 
Dr. Barrows who devised this clamp, but Dr. A. V. L. 
Brokaw, of St. Louis, who, in a paper read before the St. 
Louis Medical Society, September 21, 1889, published in the 
International Journal of Surgery, November, 1889, not only 
presented the clamps, but spoke of their superior advantages. 
Among the original communications in this number of the 
Journal, will be found an article by Dr. Brokaw touching 
upon the subject. While we like to see our native talent and 
ingenuity appreciated, we do not propose to see its results 
appropriated. In science credit must always be given to the 
originator of a method or device, and because the original 
claim has not been seen, ignorance cannot be pleaded in ex- 
tenuation. In the case under consideration, we are astonished 
that a surgeon should permit himself to make such an error, 
as we are not uncharitable enough to suppose that an inten- 
tional slight was intended. 



Newspaper Notices in Bad Odor. — The Philadelphia 
correspondent of the American Lancet states that the Com- 
mittee of the Ophthalmological Society to whose investiga- 
tion the case of Dr. L. Webster Pox had been committed, 
reported adversely to Dr. Fox. The charge against him was 
unprofessional conduct in giving to the newspapers the his- 
tory of an operation by which he transplanted the cornea of 
a rabbit's eye to that of a patient suffering from corneal 
opacity. 
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Some Methods of Treating Nerve Fibres. — The fol- 
lowing was read by Dr. Wm. C, Krause, of Buffalo, N.Y., at 
the recent meeting of the American Society of Microscopists. 
We are indebted to the courtesy of the Secretary for permis- 
sion to use the matter in advance of its appearance in the- 
Proceedings. 

The aims to be sought after in the study of microscopy 
are not alone those looking to the perfection of the instru*^ 
ment, nor those which bear upon the selection of the speci- 
men ; the preparation of this specimen, and more especially^ 
the method of staining, is as important as the specimen 
itself. American microscopists are more intent upon the 
former ; the European microscopists pay more attention to 
the latter. Careful study and experimentation with the dif- 
ferent dyes have led to the compounding of stains which 
have enabled the microscope to reveal many of the mysteriea- 
of histology and pathology. The introduction of the analin 
dyes, and their successful employment by Koch, led to the 
discovery of the bacillus of tuberculosis, although the exist- 
ence of this organism had been prophesied by writers years 
before its discovery. Golgi's silver nitrate method has ad- 
vanced our knowledge of the ganglion cells of the cortex of 
the brain, and, perhaps, at some day the mystery of their 
poles may be revealed through some simple method of stain- 
ing. The importance, therefore, of the methods of staining: 
is not to be overlooked or undervalued in the microscopical 
examination of tissues, and their successful employment may 
lead to the discovery of new facts and data of inestimable 
value in advancing the present status of our science. 

Among some of the recent methods employed in neuro- 
histology and neuro-pathology, perhaps none are so impor- 
tant and satisfactory as the Weigert method, and the Pal 
modification of this method. Both methods are restricted to- 
the examination of nerve tissues, and more especially those- 
of the central nervous system, where the gradation between^ 
white and gray matter is distinct and prominent. 
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' Both methods require hardening in Miiller's fluid, or sim- 
'j)ly in a saturated solution of potassium bichromate. A re- 
cent writer in Neurologiaches Centralblatt, Dr. Minor, of Mos- 
-cow, finds that if sections of the brain and cord are subjected 
to the action of the positive pole in the bichromate solution, 
/hardening will take place in from three to five days. 

After dehydrating and decalcifying in alcohol for some 
-days, the preparations are ready for the imbedding mass. I 
have always preferred celloidin for imbedding nerve tissues, 
.and find that it is an excellent agent. It is prepared by 
allowing several sheets of celloidin to dissolve in equal parts 
of sulphuric ether and 99-per cent, alcohol. The preparations 
'to be imbedded are placed in 99-per cent, alcohol for twenty- 
four hours, transferred to equal parts of 99-per cent, alcohol 
and sulphuric ether for another twenty-four hours, then 
placed for twenty-four hours in the celloidin solution, fast- 
ened upon corks, and are then ready for cutting. 

The sections being more or less delicate and very friable, 
4t is necessary to protect them during their passage through 
-the varied stages of the process. For this purpose, pho- 
toxylin or dextrin may be used, the modus operandi being 
as follows : Allow some o( the mass to flow over a glass slide, 
and pour some of it over the sections, allowing all super- 
ifluous quantities to drip ofl*. After a few moments the slide 
may be moistened in alcohol, when the sections imbedded in 
collodion can be removed and handled with impunity. 

The Weigert method, first described by Professor Wei- 
-gert, of Frankfort-on-the-Main (in Fortschritte der MediciUj 
1884, page 190, and 1885, page 236, also Zeitschrift fur wissen- 
schaftliche Microscopie, 1885, page 490, and 1886, page 480), 
'requires the sections to be placed in an aqueous saturated 
solution of cupric acetate diluted with an equal amount of 
water, for twepty-four hours in a brood oven, or forty-eight 
shours in the open air. They are then washed in 60-per cent, 
alcohol a few hours, and then placed in the Weigert staining 
.^uid, which is as follows : 

Hsematozylon, from f to 1 part. 

Water 90 parte. 

Alcohol 10 parts. 

Lithium carbonate 1 part. 

At the end of twenty-four hours they may be removed, 
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washed in water, and are then ready for the differentiating: 
bath, which is as follows : 

 Borax 2 parts. 

Ferrocyanide of potassium 25 parts. 

Distilled water 200 parts. 

Some experience and great care are required in differenti- 
ating the sections, but, with patience and judgment, they can 
be developed with as much precision as the photographer 
displays in bringing out the light and shadows of a dry plate. 
The sections should be placed in the bath singly, so that each 
one may be removed as soon as it is differentiated. The 
length of time required is variable, depending upon the thick- 
ness of the sections. The general outlines of the white and 
gray matter should be known beforehand, so that as soon as 
the contour of the different regions become distinct the sec- 
tions may be immediately removed from the bath. Overde- 
velopment destroys the sections, and hence as soon as they 
are removed from the bath they must be thoroughly washed' 
in water for from twelve to twenty-four hours to arrest all 
further development. They are then dehydrated in strong: 
alcohol, cleared in Weigert's clearing mixture, as follows : 

Xylol : 3 parts. 

Carbolic acid Ipart. 

Sulphate of copper, enough to cover the bottom 
01 the bottle. 

The are now ready for mounting in balsam. 

The gray matter, connective tissue, and vascular walls are 
stained light brown, while the white matter takes on a black- 
ish blue or purplish blue tint. 

THE PAL METHOD. 

This method, which is merely a modification of the Wei- 
gert, was described by Professor Pal, of Vienna, in the- 
Wiener Medizinische Jahrbuecher^ 1887, page 689. The pre- 
liminary preparation of the sections is the same as in the 
Weigert method, but with care and dexterity the imbedding^ 
in collodion may be dispensed with, as they are not rendered 
so friable and brittle. They are immediately placed in Wei- 
gert's staining fluid, to which has previously been added from 
three to five drops of a saturated solution of lithium carbon- 
ate for every 10 cubic centimeters of the stain used. After 
five or six hours they may be removed and carefulily washed 
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in water to which some of the carbonate of lithium solution 
has been added. They are then placed for from ten to fifteen 
seconds in a i-per cent, solution of the permanganate of po- 
tassium, rinsed in 30-per cent, alcohol, and placed in a difTer- 
.entiating bath, as follows : 

Oxalic acid 1 part. 

Sulphite of sodium 1 part. 

Distilled water 200 parts. 

The hints regarding the differentiation of the sections 
given under the Weigert method are applicable in this. 
Should the sections be very slow in developing, they may be 
replaced in the permanganate of potassium solution, and the 
process continued as before. After they have been suffi- 
ciently differentiated, they should be carefully washed in 
water for twenty-four hours, dehydrated in strong alcohol, 
cleared in Weigert's clearing mixture, and mounted in 
balsam. 

The medullary nerve fibers are stained light blue, the 
neuroglia, connective tissues, and vessel walls are rendered 
while or yellowish white, while the ganglion cells become 
transparent. To stain these cells after the development has 
been arrested by the water-bath, the sections should be 
placed in a picro-carmine stain for a short time and the pro- 
cess completed in the ordinary way. To stain the nuclei, the 
borax-carmine method must be employed as a double stain. 
These preparations, especially after accepting the stain, are 
very pleasing to the eye, and more beautiful than the Weigert 
specimens. I have also found that they retain their fotain 
much better than Weigert's ; a serial section made over two 
years ago is in as good condition as ever. 

The advantages which these two methods offer must be 
apparent to the most obtuse observer. To possess a method 
or methods which will sharply and clearly define for us the 
limits and boundaries of the white and gray matter of the 
brain and cord is a desideratum. The differentiation between 
the two renders the study of pathological lesions very facile, 
and to follow these changes, cephalad or caudad, becomes a 
very easy matter. More especially in tracing separate bun- 
dles or even individual nerve fibers have these methods 
shown their superiority over all others. The Weigert method 
surpasses the Pal in this respect, being more' reliable and 
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trustworthy, and jet with the latter I have traced individual 
fibers in the pons and medulla with surprising accuracy. 
Another use to which these spedmens may be put is in the 
study of the changes which the white and gray matter under- 
go in the transition between cord, medulla^ pons, and crura. 
With the aid of a magic lantern the topography of these 
regions can be intelligibly demonstrated to a large class, 
whereas formerly these parts were almost totally ignored on 
account of their complex and complicated structure. 

For the study of angiopathological and ganglionic changes, 
I prefer the carmine stains to those of Pal and Weigert. 

F. L. J. 



Dermatology arib (BenitO'Urinarg Diseases. 

Alcoholic Purpura. — M. Poirrier has devoted consider- 
able attention to alcoholic purpura in his Th^se de Paris, 
1890. He states that alcoholic purpura is stubborn, chronic 
in its course, and very subject to relapses. It is often limited 
to the extremities but its predilection is for the face, neck and 
buttocks. The lesions vary from a simple congestion to 
hsemorrhagic infiltration. The petechise frequently fuse into 
an erythema, which finally becomes a purpura. Alcoholic 
purpura is to be classified as a toxic purpura. From an setio- 
logical point of view we have to deal here with various chang- 
es occurring in the blood, the walls of the blood vessels and 
nerve centres whose vaso-motor functions are disturbed. In 
a few rare cases the pathogenetic factor lies in a neuritis; in 
such cases there will be found accompanying sensory, motor, 
and trophic disturbances. 

Chancre of the Ear. — Dr. Wm. H. Righter reports to the 
Kansas Medical Journal that in August, 1882, a gentleman 
came to consult him for a case of ''mumps." He found a 
sore upon the left auricle which was covered with a court 
plaster. A chancre upon the ear was diagnosed. The man- 
ner in which it was acquired seemed to be as follows : The 
patient, with a friend, spent three weeks on a drunk and 
while the two were embracing each other and telegraph poles, 
drinking and smoking, the former received a cigar burn on the 
ear. A good Samaritan came along, licked a piece of court 
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plaster and placed it upon the burn. The diagnosis of chan- 
cre was confirmed by the appearance of the. eruption. In Oc- 
tober there was loss of hair, mustache and eyebr6ws, together 
with the presence of mucous patches in the mouth. In con- 
clusion the reporter of the case states in a somewhat naive 
manner: '^He finally came and took my advice; became 
well apparently ; moved to Kansas City where he now lives 
and never has felt grateful enough to the doctor to settle his 
bill"(!) 

Chancre of the Eustachian Tube. — While not unique, 
this lesion is one of sufficient rarity to deserve mention. 
There are not many cases of this lesion which have been de- 
scribed. Among the latest additions to the literature of this 
variety of extra-genital chancre is the report of a case by Dr. 
Benjamin T. Solari in the Circulo Midico Argentino. The 
•case was that of a w^oman of thirty-two, prostitute, who ap- 
plied for the treatment of an intensely foetid purulent dis- 
charge from the nose and pharynx. Pain was felt in the 
fauces and at the right angle of the jaw. Upon examination 
it was discovered that the right Eustachian tube was affected. 
Catheterization produced no pain, but indicated that a dis- 
tinct induration was present. The right sub-maxillary lym- 
phatics were enlarged. The diagnosis wassubsequently con- 
ifirmed by the appearance of general symptoms — eruption, 
mucous patches, etc. An examination of the genitals showed 
these to be free of any sign of a chancre. The author attrib- 
xites the infection to an act more noted for its bestiality than 
its delicacy. 

Herpetiforrn Chancre of Lip.-— At a late meeting of the 
Soci^t^ Franpaise de Dermatologie et de Syphiligraphie, M. 
Cr^my reported a case of herpetiform chancre of the lower lip 
unaccompanied by induration, in which he made a diagnostic 
error. The patient, a man of twenty-six, had had a chan- 
croid of the penis, in October, 1889. March 25, 1890, he pre- 
sented a small erosion of the mucosa of the lower lip, the bot- 
tom being greyish and the edges irregular. No induration 
was present, no enlargement of the submaxillary lymphutics, 
no pain, so that the diagnosis of labial herpes was made. 
Twenty days later there was tumefaction of the glands, the 
sore had healed and was not indurated. Forty-two days after 
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-the first ooQBultation he presented a typical syphilitic roseola. 
The cngorgemeot of the sub^maxillary lymphatic glands wa» 
not regarded as significant because the patient was strumous 
-and had suffered before from a similar local trouble. Takip^ 
this into consideration in connection with the fact that the 
^'herpes'' presented absolutely no sign of induration the error 
was one easily made. In addition, the case occurred in Al- 
giers just at the season of the year when herpetic troubles are 
very common, being caused by the large consumption of un- 
ripe fruit. 

Siderosis of Millwrights. — At a meeting of the Berlin 
Dermatological Society D. A. Blashko stated (Monatahefte fuer 
Praktische Dermaiologie) that having observed the argyria of 
silver workers, which produces bluish black spots on the 
hand, his attention bad been further called to .an analogous 
-affection in millwrights. As is well known, the men wha 
trim millstones and ''sharpen" them use cast-steel hammers. 
To protect the hands they employ leather guards ; and gog- 
gles for the eyes. In the course of this work, small particles 
of steel are detached from the hammers which find their way 
An the skin. The largest of the particles are extracted but the 
fine ones embed themselves in the integument. These' form 
^ black spot surrounded by a brown areola. The spots are 
found chiefly upon the back of the hand and on the dorsal as- 
pect of the forefinger and middle finger. The right hand i& 
more affected than the left. The color of the spots is black 
or blackish brown. The particles of steel which penetrate the 
skin are acted upon by the oxygen of the blood forming an 
oxide of iron. This is transformed into albuminate of the 
oxide of iron giving a brown color to the skin. Besides this, 
sulphide of iron is also formed, this giving a black color. 
The entire process constitutes a diffuse infiltration differing 
in this respect from the argyria of silversmiths in whom the 
silver oxidizes, but is afterwards dissolved and precipitated 
in small particles in the elastic tissue. 

Aristol. — Oar readers will perhaps remember that in a 
former number of the Journal we called attention to the 
action of aristol in the treatment of skin diseases. Dr. Eich- 
hoff whois the originator of this remedy has made some further 
observations upon its use. He concludes that^as a result of his> 
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observations, he can safely reaffirm that aristol is entirely in- 
nocuous. It is not irritating, has no odor, does not stain the 
skin nor linen. It is unsuccessful in the treatment of gonor^^ 
rhoea, soft chancre, and favus. It acts in psoriasis (very 
slowly however), parasitic eczema, tinea tonsurans, and syco- 
sis. It is also excellent in all chronic ulcerations of the skin^ 
such as ulcers of the legs, syphilitic gummata, scrofuloderma,, 
epithelioma of the skin, gangrenous abcess, lupus vulgaris 
(ulcerating naturally or artificially). In addition to this it 
has been successfully employed in rhinology, laryngology, 
and gynaecology. I have had occasion to employ this remedy 
and it has acted very well more especially in late spyhilitie 
ulcerations. Aristol may be used in all strengths in fatty ve- 
hicles or pure in the form of powder. A caution to be ob» 
served in reference to it is to exclude light as this latter de- 
composes it. 0-D. 



Diseases of tlje €ije arib €ar. 

Transplantation of Rabbit's Cornea to Human Eye. — 
In referring to this operation on former occasions, I stated in 
substance that it would, in my judgment, never be a success,, 
and become a fixed operation. In the first place, so few 
cases are suitable for the operation ; in the next place, the 
almost certain failure in the end renders the operation un» 
justifiable except as a mere experiment. So I still hold to 
the opinion expressed long ago, notwithstanding the fact that 
recently a somewhat favorable result is reported {Arch. Oph.^ 
Nos. 2 and 3, 1890.) by Dr. W. F. Smith, of Chicago. Pass-^ 
ing over the mechanical part of the operation, which any 
mechanic can perform, the result depends upon the life of 
the transplanted plug from the rabbit's eye being sufficiently 
nourished in its new position, to keep it alive. 

In this case the healing seems to have been primarily 
complete, but there are evidences that the transplanted por- 
tion is gradually being absorbed, although it seems to retain 
its transparency. At the end of three weeks the plug was 
higher than the surrounding parts of cicatrized cornea. At 
the end of several months its centre was depressed, as if it 
had been ground or polished on a convex surface. The sue- 
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cess of the primary healing of the plug and its remaining 
transparent for months are matters for congratulation, but I 
predict its complete absorption or opacification sooner or 
later. The surrounding cornea, lencomatous as it is, will 
scarcely furnish sufiBcient nourishment for '^ living purposes." 
The amount of improvement in vision is practically nothing. 

What is Mechanical and Nervous Deafness? — 1^. 
When deafness results from stiffening of the mechanism, or 
machinery, of audition, it is designated '^m^c/iantcaZ deaf' 
nc8S," by Cholewa, of Berlin {Arch. Otol.^ April-July, 1890). 
The same writer places deafness from anchylosis of the ossi- 
cles in the same category. 

2*^. When deafness results from changes in the terminal 
filaments of the auditory nerve, it is designated ^^nervouf 
deafness,^^ This is a very nice distinction theoretically ; but 
practically, as I think, it is impracticable. 

To differentiate between the two conditions, the same 
writer states that in the latter class (nervous deafness) there 
is ^' pronounced ansesthesia of the membrana typani." and 
that this anaesthesia varies according to the degree of deaf- 
ness. The test consists in touching the membrane with a 
probe. Every aurist knows that hardly any two membranes 
of different persons are alike in sensitiveness. This fact 
makes me doubt very much the statement referred to. 

Spontaneous Luxation of Lenses. — Traumatic disloca- 
tion of the lens is not infrequent, while spontaneous displace- 
ment is rather rare. As a rule, an injury displaces only one 
lens, while both are displaced in spontaneous luxation. The 
latter occurs as the result of some obscure pathological con- 
dition, which so weakens or thins the suspending ligament 
ihat the weight of the lens causes it to tear or rupture ; or, 
possibly, it may be absorbed entirely. In either event the 
lenses are free to move in any direction, the natural tendency 
being downwards. Occasionally, in such cases, they slip 
down to the bottom of the vitreous chamber, lie there indefi- 
nitely and harmlessly, but more frequently they excite^ 
sooner or later, destructive choroiditis. Several years ago I 
saw an old German man in this city, who had lost one eye- 
ball in childhood and his vision in the other eye had recently 
become quite defective. The ophthalmoscope revealed the 
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presence of the lens, lying harmlessly on the bottom^ or low- 
est part, of the vitrebtrs chamber. A cataract glass improved 
the vision so much that he left the office, '* leaping for joy. '^ 
About that time, I removed a cataractous lens from the 
anterior chamber of an old prostitute, which by pressure 
upon the iris had caused her much pain for many years^ 
Vision was already hopelessly lost. 

Two years ago Dr. Waldo Briggs kindly referred an old- 
woman to me, who had but one eye, and the lens in that was 
lying in the anterior chamber ; it had been there only a few 
days. It was causing considerable irritation; vision was 
very defective and rapidly growing worse. We extracted the 
lens downwards ; had escape of vitreous but the final result 
was yery good indeed. 

Last week Dr. Mayfield referred a young man to me, who 
was in poor hehlth, with barely vision enough to get about. 
The family physician, who came with him, stated that he 
had been in bad health for years, and that ''his physical and' 
vital powers seemed. to have failed completely." Both lenses 
were dislocated. The left slightly upward, inward and for- 
ward. The lens occupied the pupillary area, holding the 
pupil wide open, as if dilated. The pressure upon the iris* 
had already caused considerable iritis and at one point some 
cyclitis. The whole iris would quiver when the ball 
moved. 

The iris of right eye was pressed forward almost against 
the cornea. The pupil was slightly dilated, but active. Full 
dilatation of the pupil proved that the lens was displaced far 
forwards (accounting for the forward position of the iris), 
downwards and outwards. The dilatation allowed the upper 
inner edge of the lens to tilt a little forward so that when the 
pupil contracted the iris caught on the edge of the lens all 
around^ preventing it from contracting. The pressure of the 
iris upon the lens excited immediate iritis. Both lenses were 
so clear that they could be recognized only by the black 
rings around their margins. Both fundi seemed to be 
healthy. 

Treatment, — The urgent indication was the extraction of 
the lenses. This would be extremely hazardous because the 
lenses were too clear to be visible. In making the necessary^ 
incisions they might slip clear out of reach. Being invisible 
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it would be impossible to know that they had moved away. 
To fix them with needles would be difficult because of their 
invisibility. To try to extract and fail to get the lenses out 
would be certain and speedy destruction to the eyes. More 
or less loss of the vitreous humors would be certain to take 
place. Under such circumstances, and in view of the great 
danger of trying to remove the lenses, the patient being in 
poor health and undecided as to what he wanted done, I sug- 
gested that he keep the pupils well dilated and thus pall the 
irides away from the lenses and so prevent destructive iritis, 
or irido-cyclitis, and wait awhile, hoping that the dilatation 
would cause the lenses to drop into the anterior chambers, 
from which they could be removed with comparatively little 
risk. A little negligence on his part will cause him to lose 
both eyes by destructive inflammation. 

A letter from his physician, Dr. Witmer,- several days 
after he returned home, states that the dilatation has re- 
lieved the iritis and that the patient is comfortable. 

Tenotomy of Tensor Tympani for Confirmed Deaf- 
ness. — Cholewa, in the article quoted above, endeavors to 
revive the old operation of cutting the tendon of the tensor 
tympani for incurable deafness. More than twenty years 
ago this operation was extensively practiced in Europe, but 
finally abandoned as worthless. It is not likely to prove use- 
ful now. Cholewa further recommends the operation as a 
means of relief in cases of distressing tinnitus. For this pur- 
pose it is worth trying. 

Correction. — In the Journal for August, under the head 
of '* Monocular Vision," which rare symptom was present in 
a case of tumor of the brain, reported to the St. Louis Med- 
ical Society, I stated: **The post-mortem examination re- 
vealed a small tumor in the right cuneus, if I remember 
rightly, with numerous secondary changes in difierent 
places." I have since learned that this statement, made at 
the time from memory, incorrectly locates the tumor. Its 
exact location was '*In the right lateral half of the middle 
cerebellar peduncle." Dr. Shaw is to be congratulated upon 
the fact that his ante-mortem diagnosis '* hit the spot" tx- 
actly. A. D. Williams, M. D. 
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€xccrpts from Husstan arib poHslj 3ournaIs, 

Plantain in Pertussis. — Mr. Krasavitzky, a priest of 
Astrakhan, highly eulogizes (Vratch, No. 29, 1890, p. 660) the 
treatment of whooping cough by the internal administration 
of a hot, strong infusion of the ordinary sand plantain or 
waybread {Plantago arenaria Waldstein and Kitaibel ; Russ. 
podorojnik or priputniky. Finely-cut recent plantains (roots, 
leaves and — especially — flowers) should be put into a teapot, 
and the latter filled up with boiling water. The plantain 
*' tea'' should be given in cupful doses. The symptoms are 
said to be markedly alleviated even after the first doses. The 
remedy has been borrowed by the author from Russian pop- 
ular medicine. 

On the Influence of Alcohol on the Healthy Stomach. 
— In order to elucidate the efiects of alcohol on the gastric 
digestion in healthy subjects, Dr. Evgeny B. filumenau, house 
physician to Professor D. I. Koshlakoff 's clinic, in St. Pet- 
ersburg, has carried out (St. Petersburg Inaugural Dissertation^ 
1890, No. 17, pp. 60) a long course of elaborate experiments 
on five young men (four soldiers and a hospital waiter), aged 
from 22 to 24. Alcohol was used in the shape of a 25 and 50 
(vol.) per cent, solution, of which 100 cub. cent, were taken 
10 or 20 minutes before the patient's dinner (consisting of 
soup, cutlet and bread). The following are the main results 
arrived at by the author : 1°. During the first three hours 
after the ingestion, the gastric digestion is markedly retarded, 
which is dependent upon diminished digestive power of the 
gastric juice — in other words, upon a decrease in the propor- 
tion of hydrochloric acid present therein. 2^, The diminu- 
tion is especially pronounced in persons non-habituated to 
the use of alcohol. 3°. Stronger solutions of alcohol act 
more energetically than weaker ones. 4^. During the 4th, 
5th and 6th hour after the meal, the digestion becomes con- 
siderably more active, the proportion of hydrochloric acid 
markedly rising. 5°. Under the influence of alcohol, the 
secretion of the gastric juice becomes more profuse and lasts 
longer than under normal conditions. 6^. The motor and 
absorptive powers of the stomach, however, are markedly 
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depressed, the decrease being directly proportionate to the 
strength of alcoholic solutions ingested. 7^. Alcohol dis- 
tinctly retards the passage of food from the stomach into the 
duodenum. 8^. On the whole, alcohol manifests a decidedly 
unfavorable influence on the course of normal gastric diges- 
tion. Even when ingested in relatively small quantities, the 
substance tends to impair all gastric functions. 9^. Hence, a 
habitual use of alcohol by healthy people cannot possibly be 
approved of from a physiological standpoint. Dr. Blum- 
enau, however, is far from repudiating the administration of 
alcohol as a medicine (vide Dr. D. I. Di'akonoff ^s work in the 
St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal, May, 1890, p» 
304). 

On the Treatment of Influenza. — In the Polish weekly 
Gazeta Lekarska, No. 29, 1890, p. 580, Dr. Ezczesny Bronow- 
ski (pron. Shtchensnee Bronovskee), of Tcherdyn, North- 
Eastern Russia, publishes an interesting account of a local 
epidemic of influenza (the total number of cases seen by him 
amounting to 252) in which, discussing the treatment, he 
draws attention that : 1^. Salicylates (internally), as a rule, 
decidedly shorten the duration of the disease ; 2^. Opiates and 
hydrate of chloral (internally) markedly alleviate troublesome, 
and frequently spasmodic, cough ; 3°. Hypodermic injections 
of Methozin easily remove muscular pains. 4®. A hypodermic 
injection of pilocarpin, when made at bedtime on the first 
day of an attack, is rapidly followed by the disappearance of 
muscular and articular pains and a considerable improvement 
of the patient's general state. The drug, however, does not 
manifest any influence on the further course of the affection. 
[The doses are not given.— jR^jj.] 

Syphilitic Infection through Ritual Circumcision. — In 
the St. Petersburg weekly, Russkaia Meditzina^ No. 25, 1890, 
p. 391, Dr. Isidor B. Kotzyn, of Kovno, relates the case of a 
Hebrew male infant, aged 10 weeks, which was brought to 
him with a typical primary sclerosis of the circumcised pre- 
puce, general enlargement of lymphatic glands (the inguinal 
ones being prominent most markedly of all), maculo-papular 
syphilides all over the body, moist perianal and mucoid 
labial papules, etc. According to the parents' statement, the 
boy had been born quite healthy. On the eighth day he }iad 
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'been eircumciBed, the wound healing in about three weeks. 
The rash had been noticed about a week previous to the pa* 
tient coming under the author's observation. The parents, 
their other five children, and the ritual operator proved to be 
quite healthy. Dr. Kotzyn believes that the infection was 
caused by using non-disinfected instruments. The man is 
the only circumciser in the town, performing five or six 
operations daily and, probably, found no time for such trifies 
as keeping his instruments in a cleanly condition. [In thef 
Vratch, Nos. 27 and 28, 1890, p. 597, Dr. Koltzofi', of Yalta, 
details nine cases of tubercular infection transmitted through 
ritual circumcision, the operator being a phthisical old 
butcher of 70. In the Gazeta LeJcarska, No. 25, 1890, p. 502, 
Dr. Leopold Lubliner, of Warsaw, records another appalling 
series of five cases of the same description. — Reporter.'] 

On Washing Out the Stomach in Infantile Gastro- 
intestinal Disorders.—In the Vratch, Nos. 26 and 29, 1890, 
p. 573, Professor Ivan V. Tro'itzky, of Kiev, publishes an 
able paper on the subject, based on 64 cases. The infants' 
age varied from 2 weeks to 4 months. Of the 64, thirty were 
sufi*ering from vomiting with or without yellow diarrhoea; 
twenty from vomiting with green diarrhoea, or from the latter 
alone ; and fourteen from a typical acute gastro-enteritis. 
The washing-out was made by means of a Ndlatonian catheter 
and a glass funnel, the fluid used being either a pure thor- 
oughly boiled water, or a 2.5 or 3 per cent, aqueous solution 
of benzoale of sodium. The procedure was borne by the 
little patients, invariably, perfectly well. The author bas 
come to the following conclusions : 1®. As Professor A.Jacobs 
has pointed out, washing out the stomach in infants afibrds a 
very valuable means for rapidly cutting short incipient gastro- 
intestinal disturbances and thus preventing their transforma- 
tion into chronic forms or into vitally dangerous acute inflam- 
matory or specific affections. 2^. The more early the pro- 
<5edure is resorted to, the more favorable are its effects. 3*^. 
The best effects from the mechanical treatment alone are ob- 
tained in non-febrile dyspepsias. Of these, a purely gastric 
form yields most quickly ; a gastro-intestinal one somewhiEit 
more slowly ; and a purely intestinal one still more so. 4®. 
The washing out proves to be also useful in acutely develop- 
ing inflammations of the gastro-intestinal tract, as well as in 
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specific summer-diarrhoea ; the mechanical treatment^ how^^ 
ever, should be here supplemented by other therapeutic 
measures. 5^. As to more chronic gastro-intestinal disturb- 
ances^ they can be cured by means of the mechanical pro- 
cedure only when the latter is combined with roborants and 
other appropriate drugs. ^ 

Electric Ligh^ as an Analgesic Agent. — In the MediU 
zinskoi'e Obozrenie, No. 12, 1890, p. 1156, Dr. Stanislav F. Von 
Stein, of Moscow^ published a highly interesting paper in 
which he recommends electric light as a powerful analgesic 
means. He details thirteen cases — of sciatica (3), lumbago (2)^ 
intercostal neuralgia, rheumatic pain about large joints, etc., 
where the illumination of painful spots was followed by a 
complete disappearance of pain. The author uses small- 
sized incandescent lamps varying in strength from three to 
five volts, and furnished with a funnel-shaped reflector. As a 
rule, in affections about the head and neck he illuminates the 
part for ten or fifteen seconds, while in all other regions of 
the body, he lets the light act for from one to five minutes or 
even longer (until the patient begins to complain of the sens- 
ation of a rather strong heat). In some cases a single stance 
proves to be sufficient to cure the patient, and that after all' 
ordinary means have failed, illumination of the larynx may^ 
cut short and prevent paroxysms of agonizing cough in pul- 
monary phthisis, illumination of the fauces and tympanic 
membrane may remove most obstinate tinnitus aurium, etc.,. 
etc. 

Tincture of Iodine in Erysipelas. — Dr. Serghei N. 
lakovleff, House Physician to the Giibernsky Zemsky Hos- 
pital in Simbirsk, communicated (Proceedings of the Sim- 
birsk Medical Society for 1890, reprint, p. 6) twenty cases of 
erysipelas treated by painting (the whole affected region and 
an adjacent apparently healthy zone of one or two centimeters 
in width) with tincture of iodine every two or four hours. 
The part was kept exposed. No internal remedies were sim- 
ultaneously employed. In a large majority of the cases, the 
disease was cut short in less than 24 hours. The tempera- 
ture rapidly fell to the standard and the process ceased to 
spread, the patients feeling practically well on the next day 
after their admission to the hospital. Desquamation set in^ 
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sometimes on the following day to terminate surprisingly 
quickly. In none of the cases were any irritating local effects 
ever observed. Dr. lakovleff warmly recommends giving a 
fair and extensive triaV^to this simple, safe, eflFective, conven- 
ient, and very cheap method. [The same treatment was 
recently also eulogized by Dr. Tikhomiroff, and had been 
practiced by Drs. Norris in 1852 and Livesey in 1857. Vide 
the British Journal of Dermatology, November, 1889, p. 468; 
and July, 1890, p. 229.— Reporter.'] 

Primary Syphilitic Sclerosis of the Upper Eyelid. — 
Dr. A. S. Serduekoff, of St. Petersburg, describes ( Voienno- 
Meditzinsky Jurnal, June, 1890, p. 119) the case of a wet 
nurse who had suckled a syphilitic infant for four or five 
days, and in whom a month afterwards the right eye had 
become ** inflamed." On examination, five or six months 
later, the patient's upper eyelid was found to be intensely 
swollen, congested and very hard, but indolent, the free edge 
being void of eyelashes and infiltrated, the palpebral con- 
junctiva injected. The left eye showed signs of incipient 
iritis. There were also present enlarged cervical glands, leu- 
coderma on the neck, papular angina, and moist papules 
about the external genitals. The author draws attention to 
a relative rarity of palpebral primary sclerosis — especially in 
wet nurses in whom extragenital hard chancres most fre- 
quently develop on the nipple. 

Abdominal Massage in Infantile Constipation. — Dr. 
A. 0. Karnitzky, of Kiev, has tried (Proceedings of the Kiev 
Medical Society for 1889, p. 83) abdominal massage in 24 
cases of habitual (12) and acute (12) constipation in children, 
aged mostly from 8 to 11. He draws the following coroUaries^ 
from his observations : 1®. Most decidedly, abdominal mas- 
sage can produoe aperient eflfects which are in no way inferior 
to those of purgative drugs. 2^. Habitual constipation can 
be fairly easily cured by massage alone without simulta- 
neously using any medicines. 3®. The younger the child is, 
the more quickly is the cure obtained. 4*^. The younger the 
child is, the more gentle should be the manipulations and 
the shorter the stances. 5^. According to the patient's age, 
the duration of the sittings should vary from 3 to 10 minutes. 
It is not advisable to go beyond the latter limit, since longer 
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stances are useless and even may sometimes aggravate the 
patient's condition. 6^. Abdominal massage may be safely 
regarded as the best therapeutic means for constipations in 
children. Purgative drugs should be resoxted to only in cer- 
tain exceptional cases. 

Valerius Idelson, M. D., Berne, Switzerland. 



Znebical progress. 

THERAPEUTICS. 

Chilblains and Chapped Hands. — Baelz, of Tokio, rec- 
ommends the following most strongly (Med. and Surg. Rep.) : 

9 Potasea* causticae 1 part. 

Glycerini, 

Alcohol, of each , 40 parts. 

Aq. destil 120 " 

M. 

The hands are to be first bathed in warm water, and the 
mixture rubbed in subsequently. A single daily application 
produces a cure in the course of two or three days. 

Vaginal Injections. — Hamon gives the following formula 
in the Presse Midicale Beige: 

'^. Acid Salicylic. 

Acid thymic, aa 3 ss. 

Essence of amber gtt. xx. 

Essence of verbena 3 ss. 

Alcohol 90«* 3 viss. 

Colojjne ; . . g iss. 

Distilled water — 3 ix. 

M. 

A tablespoonful of this mixture is put in about a quart of 
water, and it is used as a utero-vaginal injection three or four 
times daily in order to suppress the foetidity of the lochia. 

Oil of Turpentine in Continued Fevers in Malarial 
Distri<5\s. — In a consideration of continued fevers in mala- 
rial districts — known in the West and Southwest as typhoid 
malaria — Dr. Oscar McMullen states that oil of turpentine is 
a faithful regulator and restorer of excretory power (^Medical 
Record), besides possessing no mean antiseptic powers. The 
caution to be observed is not to give it in too large doses, but 
to obtain just that mild and equable degree of stimulation as 
«hall be sufficient to overcome the torpidity of action which 
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always, to some extent, obtains in this fever. If given to the 
degree of producing congestion and strangury all good results 
will be lost and great harm will inevitably ensue. The dose 
for an adult which he generally prescribes is from five to 
eight minims in emulsion, to be taken every four hours. 
Thus : 

"^ Olei terebinthinse pur.. 3 iij* 

Olei gaultherise gtt. xv. 

Palv. acacise 3 iij. 

Sacch. albi 3ij. 

Aqnse aromat q. s. ad. Siv. 

M. Sig. : Teaspoonfal, diluted, every four hours.. 
This prescription will bear the addition of lactopeptine if 
the digestion require it, and of bismuth subnitrate should 
diarrhoea supervene. 

To Make Aristol Rapidly. — Since aristol has come into 
more or less general use, it is sometimes difficult to obtain it 
at a moment's notice. In districts, at a distance from large 
drug centres, it involves a delay which is certainly very an- 
noying. To obviate this, Louis Boul6, of Algiers, gives the 
following in the Repertoire de Pharmade: 

A. Crystallized thymol .:.... 50 parts. 

Caustic soda 50 parts. 

' Iodide of potassium 58 parts. 

Distilled water 500 parts. 

Warm lightly, and dissolve, and stand aside to cool. 

B. Labarraque's solution 2,500 parts. 

Four solution A into B, and agitate strongly. The aristol 

is precipitated in the shape of a magma (which, in the course 
of fifteen minutes, liquefies spontaneously). Cast the whole 
on a filter or folded linen cloth, and wash with distilled 
water. Put in a dark place to dry. 

The Labarraques solution must be of full officinal 
strength (i. e., officinal solution of sodium hypochlorite). 

The Administration of Chloralamid. — Dr. Chas. H. 
Steele states among other things in regard to chloralamid 
(Pacific Medical Journal) that its dose varies from fifteen to 
sixty grains, while the majority of experimenters rely upon 
a single dose of thirty grains and rarely find forty-five grains 
necessary, A few consider this last dose as the limit of 
safety. A child of eleven years of age was given seven 
grains, and another four and a half years old, five and ten 
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grains. In any case it is better, especially with new drugs, 
to commence with the smallest dose and increase cautionsly. 
To secure the best results the drug should be administered 
from one to one-half hours before bed-time. It may be pre- 
scribed in powders alone or triturated with oleosacchara foen- 
iculi, capsules, wafers, or dissolved in wine or brandy, to 
which water may be added as desired. Some difficulty will 
be experienced in taking the powder in water, tea or milk, as 
advised by a few, on account of its slow solution and tend- 
ency to adhere to the sides of the vessel. It is better to 
wash down the powder with a draught of milk, weak tea or 
water. An advised prescription is : 

9 Ghloralamid gr. xi v. 

Acidi Hydrochlorici Diluti gtt. vi. 

Syrapi Kubi Idsei » 3 ii. 

Aqaae q. s. ad .^...Jii. 

M. Sig : TO be taken in one or two doses. 

As an enema, in which form it is unirritating and slow in 
action, we may use : 

9 Ghloralamid gr. xl v. 

Acidi Hydrochlorici Diluti gtt. iii. 

Alcohol mxx. 

Aquse 3 iii- 

M. 

So administered it is considered by a few to be most 
reliable in its action. 

However used, it must be remembered that its solution is 
not to be heated. 

The drug is rapidly decomposed by water heated above 
140® F. and by caustic alkalies, and slowly by alkaline car- 
bonates. 

Treatment of Paroxysmal Tachycardia. — Huchard, in 
a clinical lecture delivered at the Hospital Bichat, gives the 
following directions as to the treatment of this f?evere affec- 
tion (Med. News) ; dividing the treatment into first that de- 
voted to the care of the patient during the attack, and second^ 
to his care between the paroxysms. 

If the man is standing, he must be made to lie down on 
the right side in as nearly a horizontal position as possible, 
and every measure taken to relieve him of mental or physical 
disturbance. Compression may be applied over the right 
carotid arteiy, while in some cases a deep inspiration may 



i.iS90.] >^ Medical Pro^b^ss. 239 

^iye relief. In either case, the ^remedial result is due to the 
effect on the vagus nerve.. While these measures are useful 
' iKi'Some cases, Huchard himjBelf employs others, such as the 
application of a bichloride of methyl spray to the prascordi- 
•um, the back of the neck, or the chest. Sometimes active 
^vesication over the prs&cordium is useful. He also gives at 
-the time of the onset of the attack^ digitalis by the mouth, if 
possible, or, if the stomach is irritable, by rectal injection, 
and finds that in moderate doses it does great good. When 
the attack is prolonged and threatens life, and when cardiac 
dilatation is imminent, venesection may be resorted to, or, in 
a plethoric person, local blood-letting from the prsecordium 
he carried out. When cardiac weakness i,s very marked and 
•syncope is a pressing symptom, hypodermic injections of 
ether or caffeine may be used, and nitroglycerin given or nit- 
rite of amyl inhaled. These last remedies are positively 
contraindicated in those instances in which low arterial ten- 
sion already exists. 

The stage of intermission is to be treated by dieting and 
the proper use of drugs. The patient must take neither cof- 
fee, tea, nor alcoholic drink, nor must he use tobacco. All 
stimulating foods must be forbidden, and everything done 
which will tend to efface any tendencies to subsequent at- 
tacks. In each case we must seek for a cause and overcome 
it. Huchard uses arsenic as a general systemic tonic, and as 
an alterative particularly affecting the nerve centres. In 
those instances in which the arterial tension is below normal, 
he recommends pills of sulphate of quinine and ergot, as 
follows : 

9 Snlphate of quinine, 

Aqaeous extract of ergot, of each 1 drachm. 

Extract of nux vomica 1} grains. 

Make into 40 pills, and give 2 or 3 pills two or three times 
a day for gix weeks or two months, and accompany them with 
1 to 2 drops of Fowler's solution. Digitalis may be given in 
constant but small doses for a long period if cardiac weak- 
ness is present. In some cases prolonged avoidance of men- 
tal or physical exertion is absolutely necessary if a cure is to 
•be arrived at« 

Improved Chloroform Liniment. — Peter Boa gives the 

r 

following method of preparing an improved chloroform lini- 
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ment which he claims to be superior to that prepared from 
the officinal formula : 

9 Camphorse • 31. 

Chloroformis 117. 

Vaseline q. s. 

M. 

The camphor is dissolved in the chloroform and enough 
vaseline is added to make 235 parts by weight. By increas- 
ing or diminishing the vaseline a liniment more or less thick 
is obtained, which does not spot the clothing like that made 
with olive oil does. 

PATHOLOGICAL AND PHYSIOLOGICAL NOTES. 
Paroxysmal Hsemoglobinuria. — Dr. S. Monckton Cope- 
man details, at some length, the experimental researches 
made by himself upon the pathology of this curious affecr 
tion, in the Practitioner, As a result of his labors he states 
in conclusion that the essential pathology of paroxysmal 
haemoglobinuria appears to consist in the ready breaking 
down of corpuscles of lessened resistance under the influence 
of cold, and the after appearance in the urine of the products 
of such destructiion ; this ready breaking down of corpuscles 
being apparently the final result of an imperfect power of 
production in the blood-forming organs, caused in turn by 
the baneful influence of syphilis, or possibly malaria or gout.. 

Osteogenesis. — Prof. Oilier read a paper on the above 
subject at the late Interna*tional Congress (Jour, Am. Med. 
Asg.). He began by considering the growth of bone in gen- 
eral, and gave a full account of his researches into these 
questions, in which by a series of experiments performed on 
animals, as well as in consequence of the numerous opera- 
tions which he had performed on man, he had been led to 
the following conclusions: New bone could in reality be 
formed from the periosteup^ alone, and only under certai]> 
well known conditions. It was perfectly hopeless to expect 
any complete and permanent growth of bone to take place 
unless the periosteum surrounded it. It was, indeed, true 
that if the parts were aseptic for a time, the new bone, or im-^ 
planted bone, as the case might be, seemed to grow, but this 
was only for a time. Within six months necrosis took place, 
and the dead bone, if loose, was thrown off, or might remain 
encysted in some instances, and, if it did no harm, was eer- 
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tainly of no advantage to its posseBBor. This was a fact- 
which had been known for many years, and there was, he 
believed, notwithstanding what had been said to the contrary ^ 
no exception to it. If a more minute examination were made 
of the implanted bone, it would be seen that the changes- 
which took place in it were as follows : It was penetrated 
by blood-vessels from the surrounding bones add tissues, but 
these vessels played no part in its nutrition, but served only to 
further its absorption. Perhaps no more striking evidence of 
the value of the periosteum could be given than the following r 
On one of his patients, a young woman, he had operated 
three times, resecting her elbow-joint on each occasion, but 
the periosteum had been retained, and on each occasion she- 
made an excellent recovery. Practically there were three 
kinds of plans which might be employed, which might be 
styled : 1^, autoplastic, in which the same bone was used ta 
repair some deficiency in itself, and the bone was only par- 
tially severed from its connections — as, for example, where a 
piece of bone was turned down from the forehead to make a 
new nose; 2^, the second of these plans was well described 
as homoplastic — that is, when the graft is taken from the 
same individual^ but not from the same bone ; 3^, the third, 
or heteroplastic, plan is applied to those eases in which a 
bone of some other individual or. animal is made use of. The 
first and second plans Were all but useless, and the third 
quite so — ^that is to say, the implanted bone could not ever 
grow. With regard to the question of excisions, it was, of 
course, a case for either movement or anchylosis. He had 
nothing to say, except that in the lower limb we must always 
have anchylosis, and in the upper movement, though an ex-^ 
ception might, perhaps, be made in the case of the wrist, 
where a fixed or partially fixed joint would be more useful 
to the patient than a movable one. 

Lactation in a Male. — Dr. W. M. Donald reports the 
following case in the Medical Age, which we reproduce on 
account of the comparative in frequency of such cases : J. V^. 
French Canadian, male, set. 21, married; was brought to Dr. 
Donald by some friends, more as a curiosity than for treat- 
ment, they stating ''he gave milk like a woman." On ex- 
amination he found a well developed and robust man, with 
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xnainmn of noraial gUe, and nothing to indioate any uncom- 
mon power. But on preaaure «f either fareaat there was a 
flow of rich looking milk, which could be squirted several 
feet away from the body. He has been aware of this remark- 
able power for about two years, discovering it as follows : 
One day when rubbing himself about the chest he found a 
few drops of milk on the nipples, which, exciting his curios- 
ity, caused him to press upon them, with the result of pro- 
ducing quite a flow. Since then he has often exhibited this 
power for the curiosity of friends, and finds the milk secreted 
very readily. Though married two years, he is childless, 
though his sexual power is good. 

DISEASES OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN. 

Vaginal Hysterectomy. — in th^ discussion of this sub- 
ject at the late International Congress, Olshausen summed 
up with the following conclusions (Am. Jour, of Obst. and Dis. 
4)f Child.) : 1^. Vaginal hysterectomy in cancer of the uterus 
and in some cases of other diseases is often a beneficial oper- 
ation, which should not be abandoned. 2°. At present, ow- 
ing to the lateness in forming the diagnosis of carcinoma, it 
is applicable only in the minority of cases. 3^. The prim- 
ary results must differ according to the limits accorded to the 
^contraindications. Still, even if the limits of the indications 
be liberal, the mortality may be reduced to 10 or 15 per cent. 
4^. The final results — that is to say, the permanent cures — 
are of course far more unfavorable ; but an earlier diagnosis 
and operation will secure better results in the future. 5^. 
Patients who are not radically cured suffer less after the op- 
eration than patients not operated upon ; this is due to the 
absence of hemorrhages and discharges. Exceptions to this 
«rule occur. 6^. Relapses rarely occur in the vagina, more 
commonly in the parametria or in the abdominal organs. 7^. 
As to the mode of operation, vaginal hysterectomy is best 
for the great majority of cases. It cannot be superceded by 
the sacral, parasacral, or perineal section. Only in isolated 
.cases, where the neoplasm has largely implicated the vagina, 
the perineal section (Zuckerkandl) may possibly be prefer- 
able. 8^. As to the technique of vaginal hysterectomy, the 
"foUowitig rules are to be recommended : Careful preliminary 
'disinfection of the carcinoma. The widest possible circum- 
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cision of the carcinoma in the vagina. Rapid bloodless free- 
ing of the cervix, with ihe greatest possible limitation of the 
ligaturiilg of vessels. Opening of Douglas' pouch before the 
first mass ligature is applied ; application of the first mass 
ligature for the first broad ligament from Douglas' pouch. 
The side most seriously affected is to be ligated last. After 
removal of the uterus, the peritoneum and the. vagina should 
be closed by sutufcsj if possible catgut only, the pedicles be- 
ing dropped. In this way recovery is simplified and healing 
is almost entirely by first intention. 

Peritonitis from Rupture of an Ovarian Haematoma. 
— At the late International €ongress, Dr. H. J. Boldt, of New 
York, reported a case of this accident (Med, Rec) in which 
recovery followed the performance of abdominal section. 
The patient was thirty-one years old, married ten years. 
Nine years ago she gave birth to a child at the seventh month, 
after a tedious labor, and ever since that time had had a con- 
etant backache and frequent abdominal pains, most intense 
over the left ovarian region. There was also intense dysmen- 
orrhoea. The uterus was anteflexed, and the left ovary and 
tube were much enlarged and extremely sensitive to touch, 
«o much so that their true condition could not be ascertained 
without anaesthesia. She was admitted to the speaker's 
hospital service a fbw days later, with a general peritonitis 
which gave the history of a sudden onset the day previous, 
fler condition, notwithstanding treatment, rapidly grew 
worse, so that he considered laparotomy to be the only 
possible chance. This was done while the woman had 
a temperature of 104® F. and a small, rapid pulse of 140. 
Recovery was prompt. The interesting feature of the case 
was the aljnost fatal result from a haemorrhage from a 
spontaneous rupture of a hsematoma not larger than a 
<sherry. Dr. Boldt showed the specimens and entered into 
the etiology of ovarion haematoma, which he considered 
to be always preceded by an angiomatous condition. It is 
impossible to make the diagnosis of the condition, although 
it may occasionally be suspected from the history and phys- 
ical condition of the patient. 

Double Cephalhematoma. — A cephalhsematoma on 
either parietal bone in a newly-born infant is quite common, 
says Dr. Barton Cooke Hirst, in the Medical News, and there 
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is probably not a general practitioner of any experience in 
obstetrics who has not become familiar with it. At least ten 
have been seen by the writer in hospital. and private practice. 
A donble hsdmatoma, on the contrary^ is very rare, and gives 
the infant's head a much more deformed appearance. Curi* 
ously enough, two cases have occurred in the writer's service 
in the Maternity Hospital within eighteen months. The first 
was bilateral, on each parietal bone, and unusually large ; it 
was reported in the University Medical Magazine^ with an 
illustration. The second has been under observation for 
more than three months. The blood-tumors were situated on 
the right parietal bone, and on the right side of the occipital 
bone. Each was as large as though a small crab-apple had 
been inserted under the scalp, and the two together gave the 
head a very curious appearance. They appeared three days 
after birth. The mother was a primipara, and the labor 
lasted in its three stages respectively six hours, two hours^ 
and ten minutes. The labor was easy, the position of the 
vertex was right occipito-anterior. Nothing was done for the 
tumors, and they slowly subsided ; but still, three months 
from their appearance, there are decided lumps on the infant's 
head. If the blood-tumor is large, and if the child cannot be 
kept under observation a long time, it is a question whether 
it would not be better to aspirate antiseptically about a week 
or ten days after the formation of the tumor, as at this time 
there would be little likelihood of a fresh subcranial effusion. ' 

The Treatment of the Lying-in State. — In a short note 
on this subject Mr. Austin Edward Williams regards the fol- 
lowing as the best method of treating the lying-in state (Pro^ 
vincial Medical Journal,) : 1®. Keeping the uterus well in 
the pelvis, with the binder and pad well adjusted after labor. 
' 2°. Impressing on the patient the necessity of regular mictu- 
rition, or if necessary using the catheter. The full bladder 
is an obstacle to the low position of the uterus, and its good 
contraction preventing retention of clots. 3°. The advantage 
of uterine manipulation and adjusting for a few days after 
labor when reapplying binder (a degree of massage if it may 
be so called), using a little spirit (brandy) on the hand, and 
putting a little on the side of the pad applied to the skin. 4^. 
The giving at regular intervals of four or six hours for the 
first two or three days of a mixture of ergot, ten or fifteexi 
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drops ; spirit ammoniae^co., ten or fifteen drops, with a little 
nux vomica or strychnine, and the addition of small doses of 
tincture opium — these modified according to case and discre- 
tion; after pains are lessened, and a constant and tonic uter- 
ine contraction may he expected — are all important matters 
for the puerperal state and future health. Ergot is probably 
more needed in continuous small doses after labor than at 
any other time, and more especially if it has had to be given 
during labor. 5®. Another good precaution, and the greatest 
comfort to the patient, especially if there has been any lace- 
ration, is the daily insertion iiito vagina, or if needed the 
uterus, of small lengths of iodoform and eucalyptus bougies. 
He has for years used them about six inches long, broken 
into three, each piece being about two inches, and insert two 
or three at a time, often dipping one or two into glycerine of 
carbolic acid previously to insertion ; they dissolve slowly and 
give the greatest comfort, and reduoe heat of parts. 

SUKGERY. 

Dislocation, and Fracftures of the Neck of the Femur. 
— Dr. Keen gives the following tables in the College and Clin- 
ical Record : 



V. 
2°. 

3°. 

5°. 
^°. 

7^ 

8°. 
9^. 



Fracture of N^ch, 

Old persons, as a rule. 

In women more frequently. 

Slight force. 

Eversion of toes. 

Shortening in both. 

If you restore to position dis- 
placement recurs. 

Usually crepitus. 

Preternatural mobility. 

Slight prominence of great 
trochanter. 



P. 
2°. 

3°. 

4°. 

5^ 

7°. 

8^ 

9°. 



Dislocation, 

Adult middle life. 

Either sex (men more fre- 
quently). 

Severe force. 

Inversion of toes (usually.) 

Shortening in both. 

If you restore to position dis- 
placement does not recur, 

JNo' crepitus. 

Preternatural immobility. 

Great prominence of great 
trochanter. 



He also gave this table as a differential diagnosis between 
intra and extra-capsular fracture of the neck of the femur. 

Intra-capBular. 

1°. Slight injury. 
2^. Rarely severe contusion. 
3°. Shortening increases. 
4^. Crepitus feeble and some- 
times absent. 
Leg nearly (but not entirely) 

helpless. 
Shortened radius of rotation. 
Pain tolerably severe. 
Usually occurs in persons 
over 50 years of age. 
9^. More frequently in women. 



5°. 

7°. 
8^ 



Extra-capsular, 

V^, Severe injury. 
2^. Usually severe contusion. 
3^. Remains the same. 
4^. Crepitus distinct. 

5**. Entirely so. 

6^. Still more so. 

7^. Extremely severe. 

8^. Usually occurring in persons 

under 50 years of age. 
9®. More frequently in man. 
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New Amputation at the Ankle. — Dr. B. F. Wilson de- 
scribed a new ampntation at the ankle in the Kansas City^ 
Medical Index, which was crowded out of our last issue. The 
method is as follows : Disarticulation of tibio-tarsal articula- 
tion by an anterior (or dorsal) incision from the internal to^ 
the external malleolus ; exarticulation of the head of the 
astragalus, severing of the inter-osseous ligament and re- 
moval of entire foot, save the os calcis ; os calcis in situ, a 
segment consisting of its anterior two-fifths being sawn off 
transversely ; malleoli sawn off leaving articular cartilage, 
and sawn articular surfaces brought into apposition without 
cutting tendo- Achilles ; large plantar flap brought up to close 
incision — vascularity of flap secured by cleaning the under 
surface of tarso-metatarsal bones, leaving plantar arteries 
intact. After suturing, the os calcis is held in place till union 
is effected by a rubber adhesive plaster extending from 
posterior aspect of heel centrally along up anterior aspect of 
leg, reenforced by two lateral adhesive strips placed diagon- 
ally. When thus adjusted, the tuberosity of the os calcis 
constitutes the distal extremity of the limb, or pedal support. 

The advantages which aie claimed for this are as follows : 
The tendo- Achilles is left intact, with no wounding of the 
adjacent tissues. There is no pocket formed where pus or 
septic material may accumulate. The cicatrix is so situated 
(anteriorly) that it never interferes with the usefulness of the 
stump, being far better than those shown in figures 212, 215- 
and 220 in Wyeth's surgery — respectively those of Syme, 
Pirogoff and Le Fort. Above all, the stump is a most 
serviceable one — the surface upon which the weight of the 
body is thrown being that accustomed to such service, viz.: 
the tissues covering the heel. 

As, normally, the astragalus intervenes between the upper 
surface of the anterior angulated extremity of the os calcis 
and the tibia, while the tendo- Achilles maintains a trochlear 
obliquity backwards to the tuberosity of the os calcis, there 
is almost perfect anatomical adaptation in this operation ; as 
the tendo-Acbilles swings forward in -a vertical line parallel 
with the posterior aspect of the leg, with an actual relative 
increase of length, which is counterbalanced by the insertion 
of the tendo- Achilles being placed distally beneath instead of 
posteriorly almost at right angles as normally. From a phy- 
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eiological etandpoint, it is proper to note that a mascle in 
repose is susceptible of elongation to one-half its length 
without violence or detriment to function, and hence by 
proper support and bandaging no apprehension need be felt 
as to undue retraction or extension of tendo-Achilles arising 
from resumption of function of soleus and gastrocnemius. 



23ook HcDiems. 



Familiar Forms of Nervous Disease. By M. Allen 
Stabr, M. D., Ph. D. 8vo. pp. 339. With Illustrations, 
Diagrams, and Charts. [New York: William Wood & 
C6. 1890.] 

This is one of the later contributions to neurological litera- 
ture which we can recommend to our readers. The author 
has taken up a few subjects only, and has- produced a very 
readable essay. In view of the rapid advances made of late 
years, more especially diagnosis And the medical, as well as 
the surgical treatment of this class of diseases, such a work 
as the present one can scarcely be looked upon as superfluous. 
The author has had some assistance in the preparation of the 
work from his clinical assistants, to whom ihe proper ac- 
knowledgments are made for their share of the labor involved 
in the presentation of the various subjects which are con* 
sidered. 

We do not propose to enter into a critical analysis of the 
book, but rather prefer to allude to the method pursued by 
the author in the presentation of his subjects. Beginning 
with the localization of the cerebral functions, he proceeds to 
treat of the cerebral functions, the motor area, the visual 
area, the cortical areas governing language, etc., until we are 
lead to the affections of the brain, the localization of spinal 
cord disease, when we arrive at the consideration of separate 
diseases. The following are spoken of: locomotor ataxia,^ 
the paralysis of infancy, multiple neuritis, paralysis agitans, 
chorea, epilepsy, neurasthenia, the ordinary forms of insanity. 
A chapter is devoted to electricity as a therapautic agent. 

The author states that the facts which have been chiefly 
emphasized are those which enable one to make an accurate 
diagnosis of the nature and of the location of the lesions in 
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^the central nervous system. Analyses of cases are furnished 
and those which are recorded have been carefully chosen 
from a large number, because they present typical features 
and indicate the possibilities of surgical as well as medical 
treatment. 

The entire work is valuable, as one of the newer and reli- 
able contributions to the subject of neurology ; and it is to be 
hoped that Dr. Starr will contribute some further volumes 
upon the subjects not touched upon in the present one. 

.A Text-Book of Pra<5ltical Therapeutics, with . Especial 
Reference to the Application of Remedial Measures to 
Disease and their Employment upon a Rational Basis. 
By HoBART Amory Hare, M. D., B. Sc. 8vo, pp. 632. 
[Philadelphia: Lea Brothers <& Co. 1890.] Price, cloth, 
$3.75; leather, $4.75. 

This text-book will no doubt be accorded a favorable re- 
ception because the author has written it upon a far more 
rational basis than the majority of others. He looks upon 
his readers, not as pharmacists of skill or experienced physi- 
cians, but as students desirous of learning the therapeutic 
effects of remedies and their proper application to various 
forms of disease. His text is direct and to the point, and a 
number of improvements which are introduced are of great 
usefulness. A dose-list of drugs, both officinal and unoffici- 
nal, together with the preparations of the British Pharma- 
copoeia have been introduced. Dr. Hare has very judiciously 
omitted electro-therapeutics as it is a subject so vast in itself 
as to deserve what has already been done, separate treatises 
devoted to it. 

In the work before us we have a chapter devoted to the 
consideration of general therapeutics. This is followed by a 
description of drugs, the therapeutic action being outlined 
in connection with each one. Not only this but the toxic 
action, the medicinal dose, and the various preparations of 
that drug are also given. The arrangement is alphabetical, 
thus enabling one to readily find whatever is sought for. In 
the next part, remedial measures other than drugs are spoken 
of, embracing such as acupuncture, antiseptics, heat, cold, 
-counter-irritation, etc. Foods for the sick also receive a fair 
share of attention. The conoluding part is devoted to dis-r 
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eases and their treatment, the subject matter being strictly 
•con6ned to the therapeutics of the various affections. A 
tablQ of doses and remedies, and index of drugs and remedial 
jneasures, and an index of diseases and their treatment con- 
clude the work. 

The author has presented us with an excellent manual in 
<this work. He is right up to the times too, although he was 
a little too early perhaps to take into consideration some of ' 
the very latest remedies. Such remedies as aristol and som- 
nal are disposed of in short order, but a little more care 
•should have been taken in making certain statements. For 
instance, he states on page 65 that aristol as shown by ex- 
periments and practical clinical experience can be applied 
externally in all instances where iodoform can be used. This 
is true for every condition except chancroid, a point upon 
which every one, who has had experience with the drug, 
insists. On page 558 we are led to infer that the treatment 
of tetanus is that of strychnine poisoning. If the author 
ihad been a trifle more careful he would have noted that the 
effects of Fowler's solution are markedly good in this aflfec- 
tion . 

If we were inclined to be hypercriticel we would be in* 
dined to say that the work had been hurriedly written. 
Some loose expressions occur here and there, such as iodol 
.(page 190) is *'far more odorless than iodoform." The pre- 
scriptions are not always examples of the best Latin. Taken 
all in all, however, the book will be found useful by many 

The mechanical execution is faultless. 

Transactions of the Medical Society of the State of New 
York for the Year 1890. 8vo. Pp. 490. [Published by 
the Society. 1890. 

These transactions could well be held up as a model of 
their kind to young and aspiring associations of a similar 
nature as the one which has issued them. We find not only 
full minutes of the sessions, but following these are forty-one 
pltpers contributed by the best men of the profession in New 
York. We will not mention any of these contributions in par- 
ticular, because they have all appeared in current medical 
literature, and the majority have attracted considerable at- 
.tention at the hands of the profession. 

Some features yhich we are desirous of commending is the 
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evident trouble taken to make these transactions both val«^ 
uable and usefal to the members. As an example, we may 
mention a note appended by the publication committee. In 
this it is stated that the issue was delayed some two weeks- 
for the purpose of including the medical legislation of the 
year, which may be found in the appendix. This is a feature 
of no small importance, and the carefulness of the committee* 
in furnishing this informatisn, shows the thorough manner in- 
whict it does its work. 

The mechanical execution is done in Dornan's best style,, 
the result of which is a handsome yolume fit to grace any 
physician's book-shelves. 

Railway Surgery. A Practical Work on the Special Depart- 
ment of Railway Surgery. For Railway Surgeons and 
Practitioners in the General Practice of Surgery. Bv C. 
B. Stemen,A. M.,M. D.,LL. D. 8vo. Pp. 315. With nu^ 
merous Illustrations. [St. Louis: J. H. Chambers & Coi 
1890. 

This book contains the records of a number of interesting- 
cases, and in this respect will prove of interest to surgeons. 
Railway surgery, as such, does not exist, to our way of think- 
ing at least ; and, we are still desirous of being shown in 
what respects it differs from general and operative surgery. 
If we are correct in assuming this position, there is certainly 
no raison d^Hre for the work before us. Had the author re- 
frained from indulging in giving us his views us the general- 
principles of surgery, and given us more of the clinical his- 
tories of interesting cases, his book would have gained much* 
in value. 

Some of the clinical records which are given are of the- 
highest value and interest ; others, again, are comparatively^ 
worthless. The cuts are nearly all illustrative of instruments^. 
A splendid photo-engraving of the late Dr. John W. Jackson 
forms a handsome frontispiece. 

Were we permitted to tender any advice to the accom- 
plished editor of Journal of the National Association of Railway^ 
Surgeons, we would suggest that in the next edition of the 
work, a clinical manual be presented, amply illustrated by 
clinical histories, etc., if it be absolutely necessary that sucb^ 
a thing as ** Railway " surgery exist. 

The publishers have made a handsome volume of the work*. 
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£tterarg notes. 

The Revue Internationale d'Electrotherapie is a new 
monthly pablished by Dr. G. Gautier, of Paris, since 
Attgost ist. 

The Kansas Medical Catalogue has increased its edi- 
torial staff by the addition of Dr. Robert Aikman, who be- 
comes associate, editor of that journal. 

The Dixie Doctor has changed its title page, which is 
now illustrated. Among other things we see there the por^- 
traits of Ephraim McDowell, Crawford W. Long, J. Marion 
Sims, and Robert Battey. Comical pictures are interspersed 
in the advertising pages, and if the editor continues prosper- 
ing he will, no doubt, make his journal a combination one of 
medicine and humor. 

The Monist. — On October the first, The Open Court 
Publishing Co., of Chicago; will begin the publication of a 
new quarterly magazine of philosophy, science, religion and 
sociology. The magazine will be devoted to the establish* 
ment and illustration of the principles of Monism in Philos- 
ophy, Exact Science, Religion and Sociology. So far as the 
fulfillment of this aim will allow, it will bear a popular char-^ 
acter, publishing articles of general interest as well as those 
of a more special character. 

The Essentials of Medical Chemistry and Urinalysis 
is a little book recently issued by P. Blakiston, Son & Co., of 
Philadelphia. Dr. Sam. E. Woody, the author, has cause to- 
congratulate himself upon his work. The present is tho 
third, edition which has appeared in a comparatively short 
space of time. The essentials of inorganic and of organic 
chemistry, such as may prove of benefit to the student, are 
given. In the third part, the urine is considered in very 
short order. We are inclined to think that a little more 
space devoted to this part of the subject would elicit a corre- 
spondingly greater amount of appreciation. There is an ab- 
sence of cautionary measures to be taken which may lead 
ignorant readers into error. Thus, he mentions picric acid 
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as a test for albumiD, but fails to point out the fact that, if 
the urine contains quinine or its salts, the reaction becomes 
worthless so far as indicating anything positive is concerned. 
All in all, however, the defects are few in number and rather 
consist in omissions. 

The Journal of the State Medical Society of Arkansas 
has just appeared, its initial number bearing the date of July, 
1890. It is edited by a committee and, as its name indicates, 
it is the of&cial organ of the Arkansas State Medical Society, 
It is a neat 48-page octavo, published at Little Rock, and 
besides the proceedings of the Society, papers read at the 
aqnual meeting, etc., it will contain medical items and news 
of interest to the profession as well as articles contributed 
during the year. It purposes to appear on the 15th of each 
month. The subscription price is $2.00 per year. 

Physical Diagnosis and Pracftical Urinalysis is a small 
duodecimo of 200 pages, edited by Dr. John E. Clark and 
issued by the Illustrated Medical Journal Co., of Detroit, at 
the price of $1.00. The physical signs observed in the heart, 
the lungs, the kidneys and the spleen in health and disease 
are given, as well as a good r6sum6 of urinalysis, this latter 
subject taking nearly one-half of the entire book. All of the 
subjects have been condensed to a great extent, but ihe intro- 
duction of a number of illustrations elucidates the text to a 
great degree. In addition to the qualitative tests for the uri- 
nary constituents quantitative methods are furnished for the 
more important, the microscopic appearances being also de- 
scribed and figured in the case of the principal abnormal con- 
stituents. 

The Intestinal Diseases of Children have had a great 
deal of interest attached to them by the general practitioner. 
Mr. F. A. Davis, of Detroit, was fortunate in securing the 
services of Dr. A. Jacobi to produce the two little volumes 
bearing the above title and recently issued as part of the 
Physicians' Leisure Library. The author has long been 
regarded as an authority upon the subject of paediatrics, and 
a manual such as the present one cannot fail to be of service 
to its readers. Beginning with a consideration of infants' 
foods together with whatever admixtures should be made to 
such as are artificial ; the normal and pathological conditions 
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of the stomach and intestines are taken up. In addition to 
this, troubles of the rectum are also considered, fissure of 
the anus concluding the second volume. The entire work is 
a good one based upon a thirty years' experience, and the 
matter is all good, the author being no novice at writing. The 
numbers sell at 25 cents each. 

A New Indian Medical Journal is to be started by Dr. 
Agia Bain, L. M. S; India is pretty well supplied at present 
but the projector of this new venture believes that he will 
succeed by furnishing the following pabulum: 1^. Abstracts 
from all standard medical journals both of England and 
other countries. 2°. Daily acquirements of the Indian doctor 
and Hakin,'and notes thereon, and the substitution of native 
drugs in place of foreign. S°, Sanitary precautions against 
the prevalence of fatal diseases; management of common 
diseases of low countries, with their simple treatment ; and 
veterinary practice. 4^. All Government orders, notifications 
and advertisements. 

The Journal of the Leprosy Investigation Committee 
has jast appeared in London. It is published under the aus- 
pices of the National Leprosy Fund by Messrs. McMillan & 
Co., of Bedford Street, London. The first number is an 
octavo of 123 pages replete with interesting information with 
respect to leprosy. Phineas S. Abraham, A.M., M.D., B.Sc, 
F.B.C.S.I., is the editor, he being also the medical secretary 
to the committee. The cotnents of the first number give lis 
some account of the National Leprosy Fund, of its Investi- 
gation Committee, and of the plan of procedure. Bemarks 
and suggestions as to points of investigation are given by a 
number of gentlemen who are competent to undertake such 
work, this being followed by abstracts of debates, reports, 
etc., bearing on the subject. The recent bibliography of lep- 
rosy and a map of the present distribution of leprosy con- 
clude this number of a journal which will, without doubt, 
prove of the highest scientific and practical interest. The 
editor states that the Journal is published for the purpose of 
obtaining reliable scientific information on the subject of 
leprosy, and that it will not be carried on in the interests of 
any one particular theory. Views from all sides will be 
admitted; and, that the truth may be arrived at, full and free 
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discussion is invited. Although all information bearing on 
leprosy will be deemed of interest, it will be desirable for 
observers to direct particular attention to questions relating 
to the cause, or causes, and propagation, of the disease, as 
well as those referring to remedial measures. The price of 
this handsome and valuable publication is two shillings and 
sixpence per number. 

Hypodermic Medication, the well-known opuscule of 
Bourneville and Bricon^has been issued by F. A.^^Davis in 
the Physicians' Leisure Library. The translation of this 
manual is that of Dr. G. Archie Stockwell and, in addition to 
the translation he has carefully edited the subject matter and 
made many valuable additions. Nothing has been recently 
published upon the subject so that this little manual will 
be found opportune. It is hardly necessary to refer to it be- 
yond stating that the great success attained by the original as 
well on the Continent as in England is a full guarantee of its 
worth. It will, doubtless, be eagerly taken up by Americans 
from the fact that it is eminently practical. A feature which 
is of great use is the convenient arrangement of the subject 
matter. The remedies that may be used being arranged 
alphabetically will obviate, to a great extent, the necessity 
of consulting the admirable index which is appended. The 
price is 25 cents. 

Books Received. — The following books were received 
during the past month, and will be reviewed in regular order: 

The Intestinal Dieeases of Infancy and Childhood. Phy- 
siology, Hygiene, Pathology and Therapeutics, by A. Jacobij 
M. D. Vol. I. -II. Second Edition. 8vo. pp. 139-266. Phy- 
sicians' Leisure Library, [Detroit : Geo. S. Davis, 1890. 
Price, 25 cents each volume. 

Hypodermic Medication, by Bourneville and Bricom^ 
Translated by G. Archie Stockwell, M. D., F. Z. S. 8vo. 
pp. 158. Physicians' Leisure Library. [Detroit : Geo. S* 
Davis, 1890. Price, 25 cents. 

A Text-Book of Therapeutics, with Especial Reference to 
the Application of Remedial Measures to Disease, and their 
Employment upon a Rational Basis, by Hobart Amory Hare, 
M. D., B. Sc. 8vo. pp.632. [Philadelphia : Lee Brothers 
& Co., 1890. 
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The Essentials of Medical Chemistry and Urinalysis, by 
Sam B. Woody, A. M., M. D. 12mo. pp. 167. Third Edi- 
tion, Revised, Enlarged and Illustrated. [Philadelphia : P; 
Blakiston, Son & Co., 1890. St. Louiis : Jno. L. Boland 
(Book Co. 

Physical Diagnosis and Practical Urinalysis. An Epitome 
of the Physical Signs of the Heart, Lung, Liver, Kidney and 
Spleen in Health and Diseases. Edited by John E. Clark, 
M. D. 12mo. pp. 193. Fully Illustrated. [Detroit : Illus- 
trated Medical Journal Co., 1890. Price, $1.00. 

Transactions of the Association of American Physicians. 
Fifth Session, held at Washington, D. C, May 13th, 14th and 
15th, 1890. Vol. V. 8vo. pp. 275. [Philadelphia : Printed 
for the Association, 1890. 

Pamphlets Received. — We have received the following 
during the past month, and return our thanks therefor: Ty- 
phoid Fever, By V. W. Gayle, M. D. (Reprint from the St. 
Louis Courier of Medicine^ Aug. 1890); Enfermedades Fet- 
ales y Monstruos por el Prof. Dr. Roberto Wernicke. (Dis- 
tribuido con los Anales del Circulo Medico Argentino^ Julio de 
1890) ; Addresses Commemorative of James L. Cabell, deliv- 
ered at the University of Virginia, July 1st, 1890. (Published 
ty the Faculty.); The Cause, Prevention and Treatment of 
the Summer Diarrhoeas of Infants, by C. C. Green, M. D. 
^(Reprint from Kansas Medical Journal, Aug. 1, 1890.) ; First 
Annual Announcement of the Kansas Medical College, Ses- 
fiion 1890-91 ; The Sewerage of Columbus, Ohio. Address 
of Col. George S. Waring, Jr., and Discussion Following; 
The Relation of Eye-Strain to General Medicine, by George 
.M. Gould, M.D. (Reprint from Medical News, Aug. 23, 1890.); 
Address in Hygiene, by Thomas J. Mays, M. D. (Reprinted 
irom the Transactiipns of the Medical Society of the State of 
Pennsylvania, June, 1890.) ; Cerebro-Spinal Meningitis, by 
J. D. Burch, M. D. (Reprint from Transactions Texas State 
Medical Association, 1890.); Spinal Surgery. A Report of 
Eight Cases, by Robert Abb^, M. D. CReprinted from the 
Medical Record, July 26, 1890.) ; Prospectus of the St. Louis 
'College of Pharmacy, Session 1890-91 ; Report of the Com- 
mittee on Practice of Medicine, by J. M. G. Carter, M. D., 
Sc. D., Ph. D., Chairman ; (Read before the Illinois State 
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Medical Society, May 6, 1890. ; A Case of Brain Tumor (An- 
gioma CaverDosum), Causing Spastic Paralysis and Attacks- 
of Tonic Spasms, Operation, by L. Bremer, M.D., and N. B. 
Carson, M.D. (Prom the American Journal of the Medical Sci- 
ences, Sept. 1890.) 



JTlelange. 

The American Gynaecological Society held its fifteenth 
annual meeting at Buffalo, N. Y., Sept. 16, 17, and 18. 

Death of Professor Neugebauer. — Dr. Neugebauer, the 
well-known gynaecologist of Warsaw, died while attending^ 
the Medical Congress at Berlin. 

A Leper was discovered in Pittsburg on Sept. 18, last, in 
in a police station. He was a Russian Jew, of the name of • 

Nafsky, suffering from lepra mutilans. He was promptly 
removed to the-pest house. 

James A. Lydston, M. D., Ph.G., late Chief of the Eye 
and Ear Department of the Pension Bureau, Washington, 
D. C, has been ejected to the chair of Chemistry in the Chi- 
cago College of Physicians and Surgeons. 

The Behies Pathological Prize.— The Faculty of Medi- 
cine of Paris has been authorized to accept a legacy of 30,000 
francs bequeathed by Madam Behies to found a biennial prize 
for the best work on a given question of medical pathology. 

Dr. Matthews Duncan, the celebrated obstetrician and 
gynseologist, died at Baden, Sept. 3, last. He was born at 
Aberdeen, in 1826, and began teaching in 1853. In 1877 he 
moved to London teaching midwifery at St. Bartholomew's. 

Prof. Gavarret died at Paris Aug. 31 last at the age of 8U 
He first studied at the !^cole Polytechnique, becoming a lieu-- 
tenant of artillery. Later on, he began the study of medi- ; 

cine and, when but 34 years of age, he successfully competed 
for the chair of medical physics at the Paris Faculty, made 
vacant by the resignation of Pierre Pelletan. 

Prizes for Essays on First Aid to the Injured. — The 
French Society of Hygiene offers a gold medal of the value of 
$40, a silver medal, and two bronze medals for the best essays 
on the following subject: *'The Treatment to be Carried Out 
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before tbe Arrival of the Doctor in Gases of Accidisnt Occurr^ 
ing in the Street or in Workshops." Particulars may be ob- 
tained from the Secretary, 30, Rue du Dragon, Paris. 

Hypnotism 'in Russia. — The Russian Government has 
recently forbidden public siances of hypnotism, and the 
application of it to the treatment of disease is only allowed! 
in the piresence of several medical men. This restriction 
placed upon the indiscriminate hypnotisation of individuals 
liad already been adopted by several European governments* 

The American Dermatological Association held it& 
fourteenth annual meeting at Richfield Springs, N. Y., Sept. 
2, 3 and 4 last. The following officers were elected to serve 
during the ensuing year: President, Dr. F. B. Greenough, 
Boston; Vice-President, Dr. Legrand N. Denslow, St. Paul; 
and Dr. Geo. T. Jackson, New York, Secretary arid Treas- 
urer. 

The Riberi Prize. — The Turin Academy of Medicine ha» 
proposed the following theme for the Riberi Prize of about 
$3,750: ''Researches on the Nature and the Prophylaxis of 
One of Several Diseases of Man." Works may be sent 
printed or in manuscript ; they may be in Italian, French or 
Latin ; and printed works must have appeared since 1886. 
The date limit is December 31, 1891. 

Quosque tandem. — We find the following under the head 
of** Items "in one of our cotemporaries : **Dr. Ab. Stetrix 
on Midwifery" was the call upon a local book dealer by a 
medical student, not a thousand miles from Dallas. 

This id immediately followed by this bit ; The operation 
of intubation and tracheotomy should be carefully consid- 
ered in all cases where medicinal agents does not bring about 
the desired results 

Amenities of Medical Practice in South Africa. — A 
native fetiche-man in South Africa has just had an experience 
which should convey a moral to his colleagues, says the Hos- 
pital Gazette. The favorite wife of one of the chiefs in the 
district was taken very ill, and the fetiche-man declared that 
the only cure was the ingestion of fat from the human heart. 
The chief on looking around, concluded that the heart of the 
doctor was most likely to furnish the amount of adipose re- 
quired, and ordered him to be killed, which order was 
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promptly obeyed , and the fat of the heart given to the af- 
flicted chieftainess. The other parts of the body usually 
eaten by cannibals were, it is said, eaten by the healthy 
members of the chiefs household. The inhuman chief has 
been placed under arrest by the district magistrate pending a 
full inquiry by the Government officials. 

Tri-State Medical Association. — ^The second annual 
meeting of the Tri-State Medical Association of Alabama, 
Georgia and Tennesse, will he held in Turner Hall, Chatta- 
nooga, Tennessee, on October 14, 15 and 16. It promises to 
be one of the mosjb successful, profitable and entertaining 
meetings ever held in the South. The following are the o£5- 
■cers; President, Dr. J. B. Cowan, Tennessee; Vice-Presi- 
dents, Dr. Andrew Boyd, Alabama; Dr. James B. Edge, 
Georgia ; Dr. Llewellyn P. Barber, Tennessee ; Secretary, 
Dr. Frank Trester Smith, Chattanooga, Tenn. ; Treasurer, 
Dr. B. S. West, Tennessee. 

Open Confession, Etc. — The Medical College of Geor- 
gia is not anything if not frank, if we are to judge of the fol- 
lowing, which appears in its Annual Announcement: Our 
graduates may not be classed as scientific physicians ; they 
may not be able to locate cerebral diseases with the accuracy 
with which the old phrenologists could place the mental fac- 
ulties ; their abdominal surgery may lack the boldness of 
Jack the Ripper;- they may not distinguish the bacterium- 
term o from the comma-bacillus, but they will in a few years 
be able to apply the resources of medical science and treajb 
the peculiar diseases of their localities with a practical 
shrewdness which would astonish those of more ambitious 
training. 

The Couvade. — We learn from the Boston Medical and 
Surgical Journal that among curious marital customs referred 
to in the Popular Science Monthly is that known as the couvade, 
which has been a favorite subject of ridicule for centuries, 
consisting in the father, on the birth of his child, making a 
•ceremonial pretence of standing in a relation to it similar to 
that of the mother. He is nursed and taken care of, and per- 
forms such rites as fasting and abstaining from certain kinds 
jof food or occupation, lest the new-born should suflFer there- 
by. This custom is known in the four quarters of the globe. 
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How sincerely it is still accepted appears in a story of Mr. 
Im Thurn, who, on a forest journey in British Guiana, not- 
iced that one. of his Indians refused to help haul the canoes, 
and on inquiry found that- the man's objection was that a 
ohild must have been born to him at home about this time, 
and he must not exert himself so as tp hurt the infan^t. In 
the Meditterranean district the couvade has prevailed even 
into modern times. 

Wise Men. — The Editor of the Columbus Medicat Journal 

publishes the following : 

** Shrady was Wise. — The Medical Record, in an editorial 
on the recent Congress at Berlin, says : * Only those who have 
an uxe to grind, or those little fellows who do so love to rub 
lip against the big fellows, ever attend medical congresses; 
the wise men stay at home.' Shrady staid at home. So 
•did we." 

We are glad to note that this country has at least two wise 

men. 

The Mississippi Valley Medical Associatian will hold 
its 16th annual session at Louisville, Ky., October 8th, 9th 
And 10th, 1890. The medical profession is cordially invited 
to attend. The president is Dr. Joseph M. Matthews, of 
Louisville, Ky.; Secretary, Dr. E. S. McKee, Cincinnati, 0.; 
-Chairman Committee of Arrangements, Dr. I. N. Bloom, 
Louisville. Gentlemen having business with either of these 
gentlemen can correspond with them and they will give de- 
sired information. The Association is the outgrowth of the 
old Tri-State Medical Association, which consisted of Indi« 
ana, Illinois and Kentucky. It has now spread over that 
territory so fertile in soil and sense, the Mississippi Valley. 
The best men of the profession are on the programme* 
Among them are the following: Love, Ohmann-Dumesnil, 
Mudd, St. Louis ; Geiger, St. Joseph ; King, Kansas City ; 
Hollister, Lydston, Belfield, Chicago; Dunning, Indianap- 
-olis; Walker, Evansville; Reamy, Whittaker, RansohoflF, 
Thrasher, Ricketts, Eichberg, Cincinnati; Murdoch, Sutton^ 
Daly, Wood, Pittsburg; Scott, Vance, Corlett, Baker, Cleve- 
land; Woodbury, Hare, Philadelphia; Wyeth, New York; 
Wile, Connecticut. The subjects cover every department of 
medicine and surgery. The efiforts of the profession in Lou- 
isville to handsomely entertain their coming guests are on a 
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magnificent scale, and none who go will regret having done 
BO. The ladies will be given a pleasant time and it is to be 
hoped that a large number of them will be present. To add 
to the interest of the occasion the American Rhinological 
Association will meet at the same place the same week, viz : 
Oct. 6, 7 and 8, 1890. The Secretary is Dr. R. 8. Knode, 
Omaha, Nebraska. 

Nee Ultra Crepidam.— In a recent number of the British 
Journal of Dermatology appears a report of the proceedings of 
the Section of Dermatology and Syphilis. After the address 
of welcome by Prof. Caspary, we are informed that Dr. Bayles 
by special permission of the section was permitted to read a 
paper by Mr. Thomas A. Edison on the Electric Diffusion of 
Lithium Salts in the Treatment of Gouty Deposits. The 
Journal goes on to state : The reading of this paper before 
the dermatological section was evidently a mistake ; its 
proper place was the Section on Internal Medicine. It may 
be remarked, however^ that the paper presented nothing new, 
the principle of electric diffusion being well known to the 
profession, and its application found cumbersome, impractic- 
able, and useless. There is besides an underlying fallacy in 
the use of lithium salts in the treatment of the uric acid 
diathesis, in that it is assumed that uric acid will unite with 
lithium, whereas the fact is that in the presence of podium 
uric acid will follow the general law and ferartbe more insol- 
uble salt, notwithstanding the presence of lithium. It is to 
be regretted that the distinguished American electrician 
should have been so ill-advised as to go into this subject, so 
foreign to his usual line of work, and the result of his med*- 
ical work suggests the proverb nee ultra crepidam. 

The editor of the above Journal might have added, and 
very justly, the proverb that ** fools rush in," etc. 

A Pension Office Idyl. — To understand the appended 
documents, copied, letter for letter and word for word, from 
the original papers now in the Pension Bureau at Washing- 
ton, the following resume of the briefings is necessary : One 
Elizabeth Parranger was, in 1860, beguiled, under promise of 
marriage, by one Henry Heinderbister, who went off to the 
war in a Pennsylvania regiment without fulfilling his prom- 
ise, and never returned, having been killed in one of the first 
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battles in which his regiment participated. Immediately 

after his departure, but before his death, Elizabeth proceeded 

against Henry under the bastardy laws of Pennsylvania and 

obtained the legal documents presented below. After the 

passage of the recent pension acts by Congress, Elizabeth 

proceeded to apply for a pension, basing her application on 

the grounds that Heinderbister had promised to marry her 

and was prevented from doing so by death on the field of 

battle. These documents were submitted in proof of her 

claim. 

( State of* Pennsylvania, 
• ( Jefferson Co., Beaver Township. 



Commonwealth 



bh I 
ister. ) 



Cost . . . 


. 10 


Warrant . . 


. 25 


Oat ... 


. 5 



V8 • r Af\ 

Henry Heinderbister. ) 

Before me, one of our Justice of Peas of S. P. come 
Leisthabith farringer and sweers she got frigment on the 26the 
of August 1860 of Henry Heinderbister mit a pastard Chilt 
and set Henry Heinderbister promis to mary her and said she 
is a woman yet and sait Henry Heinderbister was the first 
boy she got frigment mit. (Signed) S. Tingee, J. P. 

Warrant issued Aprile 12 1861 to P. M. Procius, constabul 
of Beaver T.P., on oth of Leithebith farranger sait that she 
is now frigment mit a pastard Chilt which is likly to become 
gargeabel to the County of Jefferson and sait Henry Heinder- 
bister is f^ter of it. 

[Constable's return on Warrant. 

Now, to with, June 27^^« 1861, defendent sends Isaac 
Oisius and Daniel Heinderbister for his obsearvans at nex 
oourt to warrant spoke to come in and return.] 

lisick Cisius of Ringgold T.P is belt in sum of 200 dollars 
«o dat defendant sha,ll do no more frigment until nex court. 
I do hearby seartify this abov is a drue coppy 

(Signed) S. Tingee, J.P. 

A Name and a^Lock of Hair. — Under the above caption 
the Albany Medical Annals publishes the following, which 
goes to show that even on our Eastern edge there are circum- 
stances occurring which nlake us wonder if we are still living 
in the Middle Ages : 

Editor Albany Medical Annals: I send exact copies of 
the enclosed letter and prescription (which were received by 
a sick woman in Albany who had sent her name and a lock of 
hair to Dr. B )., thinking they might be worth publish-* 
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ing, as going to Atm what is going on in the world and in 
Greene county. The n am — » at coarse, should be omitted, 
especially the name of the patient (now dead), in case you 
see fit to publish in the AnnaU, Very truly yoxum^ 

8. A. Russell. 

Devasbgo House, ^ 

Prattsville, Greene Co., N. Y. f- 

August 11, 1890. ) 

Mrs. : 

Dear Madam " — " Yours of the 7th reached me to day at 
4 P. M. The delay is caused by my absence from Oak Hill." 
^'In Answer inclosed find examination of your illness." 
Temperament Nervous Bilious. You come to me like a shad- 
dow presenting a number of ailments, in looking at you," I 
see that your stomach is very weak and that there is a tender- 
ness. and distress at the pit — tbere is some functional disturb- 
ence of the heart, slight causes induces more or less dis- 
turbence. At times you feel all gone and somewhat short of 
breath Kidneys irritated tired-in your back — Liver torpid — 
bowels weak — attended with some internal piles — Bladder 
weak and irritated dull acheing in the lower bowels — some 
hacking from your throat — fullness in your head — Which are 
the symptoms you present to me — Am I right? if so — then 
the means advised will help you — if the dose proves too 
much take less." Respectfully, 

Dr. £. H. Benjamin. 

Following is a copy of the prescription sent : 

: Druggist, St., Albany, N. Y. 



Fluid Ext 

Triticum Repens f S ij 

Althea Officinal f S ij 

Digitalis.. fgij 

Populus Tremulodi f S j 

Aesculus OUibra f ^ iss 

LupuUn f 3 j 

Gention English fS^ 

(Scutellaria fSiSB 

Asclepias Troberosa f S j 

Essen Gaultberia f S iss 

Simple Syrup f g iv 

MS 
Dose a desBertspoonful in water once in five hours. 

Db. £. H. Benjamin. 

A $200,000 Libel Suit. — Suit has been entered by Wil- 
liam Radam, manufacturer of Radam's Microbe Killer, 
against the Druggists^ Circular^ of New York, for $200,000 
damages, the largest amount so far as heard from that was 
ever asked for in a libel suit of this kind. 
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' The pleadings show that the action is brought to recover 

damages claimed to have been done the business of the 

plaintiff by an article published in the DruggiBts^ Circular for 

September, 1889. This article g^ve the result of an analysis 

of the Microbe Killer made by Dr. R. G. Eccles, a prominent 

chemist of Brooklyn, who stated that an identical preparation^ 

could be made by the following formula : 

1^ Oil of vitriol (impure) 4 drams. 

Muriatic acid (impure) 1 dram. 

Red Wine, about 1 ounce. 

Well or spring water 1 gallon. 

This mixture, it was alleged, could be made at a cost of 
less than five cents per gallon, for which Radam charged 
three dollars. 

It was further alleged that while when properly used sul- 
phuric acid, the priucipal constituent of the Microbe Killer,, 
was a valuable medicine, it was« when taken without due 
caution or advice, a slow but certain cumulative poison ; and 
the theories advanced by Radam, as to the causes of diseases* 
and the proper method of treatment, were alleged to be 
totally erroneous. Col. Robert G. IngersoU, the famous lec- 
turer, is the counsel for the plaintiff. 

The Druggists^ Circular, which is published at 72 William 
street. New York, expresses a desire to hear of any case in 
which unfavorable results have followed the administration 
of the Microbe Killer, or any other fact that would be inter- 
esting under the circumstances. They claim to have pub- 
lished this analysis without malice and with the sole inten- 
tion of protecting the public from the loss of their health and 
money by the use of a dangerous nostrum. 



« 



Cecal ZHebical TXlatkxs. 

Dr. J. S. B, AUeyne has been elected to fill the chair of 
Materia Medica and Therapeutics in the Beaumont Hospital 
Medical College. 

The St. Louis Medical Society resumed its meetings 
for the Fall and Winter on September 20. At the first meet- 
ing papers were read and discussions held in reference to 
pyoktanin. The outlook for good work during the coming: 
Winter is said to be very good. 
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Dr. J. G. Ehrhardt has been elected to the chair of Oph- 
thalmology and Otology in the St. LouIb College of Physic 
cians and Surgeons. 

Dr: J. A. Close, formerly of Summerfield, 111., was 
elected to fill the chair of Principles and Practice of Medicine 
in the St. Louis College of Physicians and Surgeons. 

A Surgeon of this city is said to have nearly spoiled 
Senn's gas experiment, at the Berlin Congress, by inserting 
the anal plug into the vagina. He didn't know it was a — 
female dog. 

The Medical Colleges are all in full blast now, and the 
students are arriving daily. The rivalry that exists among 
all of these institutions is very active not only in the way of 
securing students, but also in the matter of trying to outdo 
one another in the value and interest of the pabulum fur- 
nished. 

The City Health Department is beginning to attract 
the attention of a certain number of the profession here. 
Next Spring, a Health Commissioner, and Superintendents 
of the various city institutions of a medical character, will 
be nominated by the Mayor. Several members of the med- 
ical fraternity are said to be already looking after their fences 
and rolling the political log quite vigorously. Froni the 
present outlook, the probabilities are very strong that a clean 
sweep will be made and new men appointed all round. 

Our Local Doctors who were absent during the past 
Summer have nearly all returned in time for the opening of 
the various medical societies, and we are to be regaled with 
what they saw and didn't do while abroad. ^The campaign 
has already opened with accounts of the late meeting of the 
International Congress and this will, no doubt, be followed 
by criticisms of everything and anything, the standard of 
comparison being always Cis-Atlantic, of course. The stay- 
at-homes will envy their more fortunate brethren until the 
wealth of experience and of imagination of the latter becomes 
too abundant and then we will see the beautiful workings of 
action and reaction exemplified. However, the poor medical 
editor keeps on working and beguiles his time with those 
things to which he is accustomed and continues to exist in 
.spite of all the good things he has missed. 
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A Case op Rhinophyma — Operation. By A. H. Ohmann- 
DuMESNiL, Professor of Dermatology and Syphilology ii^ 
the St. Louis College of Physicians and Surgeons. 

Acne rosacea is perhaps as common an affection of the 
skin as is observed by any one not devoting any especial 
attention to dermatology. Cases of rum nose " may be con- 
stantly met with in our streets and, whether due to alcoholic 
excesses or not, they are the cause of more or less distress to 
those afflicted in this manner. Of the disease itself I do not 
purpose speaking except in so far as the so-called third or 
hypertrophic stage is concerned. In this condition we have 
several degrees of deformity differing more in regard to the 
size attained by the nasal organ than in any other respect. 
The condition which is known as rhinophyma is essentially a 
hypertrophy in which there exists a tendency to the forma- 
tion of dense fibrous tissue attended with a gradual increase 
in the size of the affected organ. As cases become older, one 
of two conditions supervenes. A sudden standstill takes 
place in the process, which is always comparatively slow ; or, 
it continues until we are confronted with the condition known 
as pendulous nose, a deformity which is best appreciated by 
seeing it. The tissues become much thickened, the ducts of 
the sebaceous glands are enlarged, their orifices gape, and 
lobules are formed, the entire integument being thickened 
and rough in appearance, its surface assuming a greasy, shin- 
ing appearance. 

265 
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While not rare, by any means, this condition is not com- 
mon, and it is seldom that curative measures are applied for 
in order to ameliorate the condition or for cosmetic purposes. 
This is probably due to the fact that it occurs most often in 
men who are advanced in life and in whom the idea has formed 
itself that it matters but little whether their personal appear- 
ance is pleasing or the reverse. In addition, being most 
often caused by indulgence in alcoholics, they are deterred 
from seeking medical advice by the fear that their tippling 
might be interfered with or prohibited. 

The case which I am about to describe is one which pos- 
sesses several interesting features, and it is for this reason 
that I have deemed it worthy of being placed upon record, 
together with a brief description of the microscopic appear- 
ances presented by the excised portions. The favorable ter- 
mination of the operative measures employed, both from a 
cosmetic point of view are also not uninteresting, these being 
always important points to be considered by those anxious to 
secure practical results rather than theoretical points. The 
symptoms of the case are also of some interest, as well as the 
direct effects of the disease in this case, a condition to which 
attention has not been heretofore called, so far as I know. 
With these few introductory remarks I will describe the case 
for an opportunity of seeing which I am indebted to Dr. H. 
Wichman, of this city, who also had the photograph taken 
from which the accompanying engraving was made. 

Cask. — Mr. X , about 72 years of age is of a rather 

robust constitution and has always enjoyed good health. A 
saloon-keeper by occupation, he has been accustomed to in- 
dulgence in alcoholics, and in consequence of this developed 
an acne rosacea. When the trouble first appeared he cannot 
remember, but he does recall to his mind that he first noticed 
an enlargement of the nose in 1884. This progressed steadi- 
ly up to the time he sought relief and, latterly, the enlarge- 
ment seemed to progress rather rapidly. He paid but little 
attention to the appearance which he presented, and would 
probably not have sought relief had it not been for the incon- 
venience occasioned, a condition which, as I have already 
stated, I do not recall having seen mentioned heretofore. 
The hypertrophy became so marked and there was so much 
tissue developed that the weight of the superincumbent 
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masses pressed upon Ms nostrils. This pressure existed to 
leuch an extent that he could no longer breathe comfortably. 
The weight of the tumor was such that it produced stenosis 
of the nostrils and he had to breathe thj^)tigh bis mouth, a 



FIk. 12. RhiDophyma. 
condition which, although but uncomfortable at first, finally 
became intolerable. 

The condition which the patient presented when be ap- 
plied for treatment was as follows : He appeared to be in 
good health, inclined to be stout. The hair was gray and the 
•complexion fiorid. His nose was enormously bypertrophied. 
The deformity consisted of three masses (see Fig. 12) or lobes, 
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one central and two lateral, attached at their bases by rather 
large pedicles. The surface of the integument was irregular, 
the openings of the ducts patulous and the mass felt hard to 
the touch. Each lateral mass was pear-shaped,the central one 
having a resemblance to an inverted pyramid. Taken to- 
gether this hypertrophied portion would make a large hand- 
ful. 

In a case of this kind it was obvious that there was but one 
course to pursue — remove the entire mass by the knife. No 
other treatment could offer any hope of reliet and accordingly 
this was done on June 10, 1890 by Dr. A. G. Bernays who had 
been called upon to perform the operation which was about as- 
follows : The lobes of the tumor mass were removed leaving: 
a small flap of the integument of each in order to cover the 
denuded surface. This flap in each case was derived from- 
the lower part and laid up so as to bring the line of stitches at 
about that portion of the nose which would correspond to the 
sulcus of each ala. In the case of the middle lobe, of course, 
the line of sutures was directly across the nose* The dissec- 
tion of the skin flaps was carefully done so as to have as thin 
an integument as was consistent with the nutrition of the- 
parts. Healing occurred per primam, the dressing in this case 
having been iodoform collodion, The final result was a good 
one with the exception of a very slight deformity which could 
hardly be avoided and which would probably attract but little 
or no attention. This consisted of a slight tilting up of the- 
openings of the nostrils due, no doubt, to the cicatricial con- 
traction at the. site of the sutures. As I have stated, it 
amounted to but little and merely pointed to the necessity of 
allowing for contraction both of the integument as well as of 
the scar in such cases. At best, however, it is a difficult mat- 
ter to estimate exactly the amount of skin required in plastic 
operations of this character and in such cases as the one before 
us a little too much economy is far preferable to generosity, 
as any redundant tissue might be prone to take on the hyper- 
trophic process rapidly and soon reproduce, in part at least, 
the original trouble. 

Ocular examination of the excised portion shows that the 
structure of the growth is distinctly fibrous, the density being 
marked. The skin covering this hypertrophied part is thin,., 
being more so in the side lobes than in the central one. The^ 
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openings of the ducts of the sebaceous glands are large and 
patulous, more especially in the central lobe. In one side 
lobe there exists what appears to be a large retention cyst, 
fiearly a half inch in diameter and a number of smaller ones, 
these latter existing also in the other side lobe, although they 
•cannot be made out in the tissues of the central lobe. The 
•cavity of the cyst is filled with a mass of fat that is more or 
less cheesy in appearance, and the smaller cysts show the 
same feature preseut in them. Here and there an enlarged 
blood-vessel can be plainly seen in cross section and some 
portions of the structure seem to indicate the presence of de- 
generative processes. 

The microscopic anatomy of this trouble has been studied 
by several competent observers from a few of whom I wish to 
make some quotations. The descriptions seem to differ 
somewhat in detail and this discrepancy is probably due to 
the fact that each one was limited to the appearance pre- 
sented by but few specimens. In the case I have detailed 
above the different appearances presented agreed pretty well 
with the various descriptions given, so that it is pretty safe to 
conclude that the microscopic anatomy is probably of a very 
similar character, if not the same in every case of rhino- 
phyma. 

Hans Hebra who wrote an elaborate paper^ on this disease 
including its microscopic anatomy states, in reference to the 
latter that the sebaceous glands are exceedingly numerous 
and large, and that they form quite a prominent element in 
the pathological condition which is present. He believes 
that this hypertrophic condition is secondary to the cennect- 
ive tissue hypertrophy, which by its development secludes 
and cuts off portions of sebaceous glands, which then go on 
secreting and produce a retention of sebum which in turn acts 
as an irritant, stimulating further hypertrophy. 

Biesiadecki* also found distension and hydrtrophy of the 
sebacenous gland, together with the enlargement and new 
formation of bloodvessels, both in the superficial layer and in 
the branches rising from the corium. 

Piffard^ examined a case operated on by C. Wagner, and 

1. Vierteljahresschrift fuer Dermatologie und Syphilis, Heft 4, 1881. 
2 Pathologrie and Therapieder Hautkrankheiten, yon M. Kaposi, 1888. 
8 Archives of Clinical Surgery, Vol. I. p. 21. 
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found that the horny layer of the skin was scanty, but the rete 
inucosum thick, with well formed cells. The papillae were 
enlarged in length and breath and contained round and fusi- 
form cells. The sebacenous glands were normal, others were 
undergoing degenerative changes. The corium was greatly 
thickened and presented the appearance of a formed tissue. 

Bulkley^ in describing a case, states that the tumor is" 
composed of closely woven connective tissue fibres, embracing 
relatively large blood-vessels ; the rete and epidermis are un- 
changed, and in this specimen there appears but a single seb- 
aceous gland, not greatly enlarged. Blood-vessels consist ot 
arteries with hypertrophied coats and dilated veins. There ia 
more or less small cell Infiltration also seen in the tissue, 
together with many embryonic cells. In the figure which i9 
given (Fig. 26, page 216, by Elliot), the papillse have all dis- 
appeared, numerous enlarged blood-vessels are shown, the 
rete is distinct and titie stratum corneum some'what thinned. 
No sebaceous glands appear and a small-cell infiltration i9 
shown here and there throughout the fibrous tissue of the 
tumor, this tissue appearing to be one with the corium. 

In the case, which 1 have described above, I made a num- 
ber of sections of the different parts of the tumor, and found 
conditions which agree with these several descriptions ot 
different authors, a fact which has led me to conclude that 
these examinations had been limited to but small portions in 
each case. This would also seem to indicate that in different 
portions of a tumor of t)iis nature, different conditions are 
present so far as as details are concerned, the general process 
being the same in all. In the specimens which I prepared 
and examined, 1 found the horny layer of the epidermic 
slightly thinner than the normal, but not markedly so. The 
rete was well marked, each cell showing distinctly, and it9 
nucleus well defined (Fig. 13). As a rule, the inter-papillary 
projections had disappeared, showing themselves in but a 
few specimens derived near the normal skin. The corium 
could not be differentiated, but seemed to merge insensibly 
into the fibrous tissue of which the general mass of the tumor 
seemed to be composed. Throughout this fibrous formation 
could be distinguished, scattered here and there, small round 
cells as described in Bulkley's specimens. As a general rule, 

4 Acne and its Treatment. 1885. 
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the sebaceotiB glands were rather abundant, and somewhat 
enlarged. Their interior seemed to be filled with sebum, and 
their ducts free to permit its escape. In some portions of the 
tumor, these glands were so abundant as to touch each other 
throughout the specimenB taken. In other portions, they 
were more sparsely distributed. 

Here and there could be distinguiHhed retention cysts in 
which the specific characteristics of the sebaceous glands had 
disappeared, the walls being, for the most part, of a fibrous 
nature. 

Blood-vessels were abundant and large, suggesting not only 
a hypertrophic process, but a new formation. Their walls 
were thickened, and they appeared throughout the fibrous 
structure. 



Fig. 13. Section of Rhinophyma. 

A feature which I have not noticed in the reports of other 
microscopic examinations of rhinophyma and which I ob- 
served in my specimens was the presence of disseminated 
masses of fat (Fig. 13). These masses, while not large, sug- 
gest very strongly the fat of the subcutaneous tissue, and 
would lead to the conclusion that this tissue had become 
more or less hypertrophic in so far as the generation of an 
excessive amount of fibrous tissue was concerned, this pro- 
ducing a certain degree of compression to the extent of mak- 
ing it continuous with and indistinguishable from the general 
fibrous structure of the tumor. It could not be attributed to 
fatty degeneration as the distribution would be entirely dif- 
ferent, and yet the distance from the lower level of the tumor, 
that these masses of fat are found at, militate somewhat 
against their derivation from the subcutaneous fat, unless we 
are willing to admit them as portions of Warren's columnte 
adipoiEB which have somehow become separated during the 
process of hypertrophy. 
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I have merely briefly outlined the subject and intend giv- 
ing further study to some interesting problems presented 
by it. The entire case is one which is interesting and this is 
the only apology I can present for the space I have consumed 
in devoting a paper to it. 
5 South Broadway. 

Asthma. By B. S. McKee, M. D. Cincinnati. 

In recent literature the following is of interest. 

Occurrence. — Moncorvo^ shows the fallaciousness of the 
old belief, that children posses an immunity from asthma. It 
is found in all classes, all ages and almost all countries. 

Pathology. — Cameron^ belives that the primary spasm 
of the bronchial muscles leads to a subsequent temporary 
paralysis, by which the increased demand on the external 
muscles and the dyspnoea is prolonged. He supposed that 
in health the involuntary muscles of the bronchial tubes were 
actively concerned in respiration. These are probably muscles 
of expiration and spasms of the bronchial muscles in asthma 
render them for a time, incapable of performing their func- 
tions. The consequent usual demand on the external muscles 
of respiration manifests itself in an intense dyspnoea. 

^Etiology. — Da Costa^ presented to a class in a clinical 
lecture, the case of a boy who was picked up in the street, 
sufifering from a severe attack of spasmodic asthma, induced 
by swallowing a piece of apple which he was eating when 
overcome by an epileptic seizure. The apple being drawn 
into the bronchus, caused serious troubl euntil expelled by a 
fit of coughing. 

Robinson" reports cases which show very evident causa- 
tive influence of malarial poisoning in producing bronchial 
irritation and asthma. In some of these the ordinary means 
failed entirely. Quinine and Warburg's Extract caused im- 
mediate improvement. 

Knight^ gives an interesting case of a lady, aged twenty- 
six years. The asthma was caused by a bean which had 
gained access when she was six years old. Tracheotomy was 

1 Moncorvo, "Rev. mens, df.s mal. de Venf. Jan. 1889. Archives Fed. June 89. 

2 Cameron, British Med. Journal (Liverpool Corr.) June 1, 1889. 

3 DaCoBta, BoBton Medical and Surgical Journal, Dec. 29, 18S8. 
26 Robinson, Phil. Med, News, August 31, 1889. 

4 Knight, Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, Jan. 17, 1889. 
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performed, the foreign body was not then expelled but in a 
violent fit of coughing three days later. This was succeeded 
by a severe cough for months, which was soon attended by 
asthma to which she has been subject ever since. 

Bosworth^ refers again to the statistics of his eighty cases 
reported last year, and in view of the results of treatment, he 
thinks it may be fairly claimed that of those three elements 
which enter into the causation of asthma, viz : a neurotic 
habit, the nasal disease, and atmospheric conditions ; the nasal 
disorder outweighs in importance, not only the neurotic but 
all other elements of causation. 

Schmidtborn^ comes to the conclusioh that the nature of 
the nervous asthma is a reflected cramp of the pulmonary 
arteries. 

Van Valzah^ reports a case which illustrates in a marked 
degree the prolonged and terrible asthma which may be pro- 
duced by indigestible foods, acidity and fermentation, disten- 
tion of the stomach and bowels with gases, and the absorbtion 
of morbid material by the blood, in one, with a predisposition 
to tbe disease. The reporter thought derangement of the di- 
gestion a frequent factor in the causation of asthma. 

Pawinski^ discusses asthma caused by aceton in the 
urine. Aceton is linked to an increased decomposition of the 
tissues as is well known. Accumulation of the substance in 
large amounts acts as a profound poison to the central nervous 
system. Systematic examination of the urine in cases of 
asthma, especially where the etiology is at all obscure, may 
lead to the detection of conditions not now recognized as pre- 
disposing causes of asthma. 

Berkart^ puts forward a theory, a farther development of 
Curschmann's theory. In his opinion, asthma is due to a 
progressive inflammatory process afifecting the air passages. 
Starting from the pharynx it spreads rapidly upward to the 
nose and eyes, whereas its downward extension is, for a time 
at least, arrested by the larynx, as erysipelas is arrested by a 
projecting fold of skin. Resistance is, however, subsequently 

6 Boswortb, N. Y. Med. Journal^ Dec. 29, 1S88. 

6 Berkart, Bronchial Asthma, Its Pathology and Treatment, Churchill London 
1889. 

7 Van Valzah. Medical News, May 11, 1^89. 

8 Pa win ski, Berl. Klin, Wocheiuehrijt, Dec. 10, 1888. 

9 8chmidtborn Volkmans Sammlung Klin. Vortreege No 328, 1889. SchmidU 
Jahrbuecher, April, 1889. 
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overcome and the air passages invaded. The tissues are 
gradually altered structurally and their reactions differ. The 
sero-fibrinous exudation becomes more and more fibrinous 
and the consequent mechanical interference with the respira^ 
tory function ^now constitutes the most striking of all its 
symptoms. Dr. Berkart is inclined to see the causative agent 
of the progressive inflammation in a streptococcus which he 
invariably found in the expectoration. This is associated with 
Curschman's spirals and more abundantly present in recent 
than in old specimens. He thinks this species of streptococ- 
cus nearly allied if not identical with the streptococcus erysi- 
pelas. The author does not believe in the pollen theory of 
hay fever, claiming that if this be true, why does the disease 
commence invariably in the pharynx and not in the eyes or 
nose, the parts with which the irritatory body first comes in 
contact. He considers the symptoms of hay fever more ar 
progressive form of inflammation commencing in the phar- 
ynx. 

Peyer^^ discusses at length and reports in extenso sixteenr 
cases of asthma sexuale. Eleven of these were males, of whom 
nine suffered from spermatorrhoea. In most cases this was- 
accompanied by functional anomalies of which the most fre- 
quent were nocturnal pollutions and impotence, or at least » 
reduced potence. In two cases a temporary aspermatism. 
Five cases which occurred in females consisted of one fibroid 
of the uterus, one vaginal and cervical catarrh, with hyper- 
sesthia of the introitus vaginie in consequence of masturba- 
tion; once leucorrhoea, once enlargement and induration of 
the uterus with catarrh following the menopause; once 
chronic endometritis. Of the eleven male patients, seven 
were very strong well built men, the others slender, in about 
all the males was present that row of nervous symptoms des- 
ignated sexual neurasthenia, which, almost without exception, 
was caused by sexual abuse. In but two could a family his- 
tory of neurosis be elicited. The female patients all suffered' 
more or less from nervous or hysterical troubles which, like 
the asthma depended on the uterine difficulty. In all, there 
was emphysema which caused no great inconvenience. In 
some of these the sexual act was followed with such regulari- 
ty by asthma that the connection between the two was quite 

11 Peyer, Berliner Klinik, Heft 9, 1889. British Med. Journal, August 81, 1889. 
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clear. The author thinks the importance of the knowledge of 
the exciting influence of the genital system upon asthma^ 
should not be overlooked. We should learn if our patients 
have suffered from nocturnal incontinence of urine, if sexual 
abuse of any kind had been practiced in youth, or if sexual' 
diseases had been contracted. The menses, their duration, 
the molimen^ the fluor albus and pain in the lumbar region 
must be inquired after. If by questioning^ a leader is gained^, 
then a sexual examination can be requested, and other causes 
being excluded asthma sexuale can be diagnosed. This sort 
of asthma is naturally not so stubborn as some other kinds. 
Peyer claims that asthma is always neurotic. In two young^ 
married women, coitus caused violent attacks of asthmatic 
sneezing. In another case the patient suffered from uterine 
fibroid with severe asthma which disappeared after the re- 
moval of the tumor. Another was subject to asthmatic at- 
tacks which were cured when she became pregnant for the 
first time. Another suffered from chronic metritis ; the cure of 
the uterine affection relieved the asthma. In all the reported 
cases the patients were more or less hysterical and there was 
a distinct history of neuroses in the family of two. The pos- 
sible coincidence of true asthma and disease of the sexual 
functions and the alleged form where the former is the effect 
of the latter, should be carefully distingnished. It is easy to 
understand that any aggravation of uterine or ovarian disease 
and any irritation of the sexual functions might intensify the 
asthma. 

Treatment, — Grancher^^ recommends in Jthe treatment of" 
asthma in children, three doses, five to seven grains of qui- 
nine given at intervals of ten minutes five or six hours before 
the paroxysm. 

Woodbury^ advises centesimal solution of nitro-glycerine 
in from two to five drop doses where there is little emphysema 
and the heart is sound. Between the attacks, quinine, arsenic 
or cod liver oil. 

The editor of the Canada Lancet thinks that of the remedies 
which have recently forced themselves to the front, caffeine 
perhaps stands first. The recommended dose is from one to 



12 Grancher, Qaz. Medieale de Parii, April 20, 1889. 
18 Woodbury, Med. Reg.^ March SO, and May 11, 1839. 
14 Editorial, Canada Lancet p. 90, Nov., 1889. 
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'five grains dissolved in warm water. The relief afforded is 
said to be very prompt. Arsenic, probably, on account of its 
peculiar property of supporting respiration in making ascents, 
seems to produce striking cures in appropriate cases. Cocaine 
•one-sixth grain in tablet form relieves the spasms. Quebracho 
is a remedy in much repute and if the flow from the mucous 
surfaces is very great fifteen drop doses of tinct. belladonna 
-every four hours is good. If much bronchial tumefaction and 
dryness are present, one-fourth grain pilocarpine with one- 
fourth grain morphine hypodermically gives prompt relief. 

Albutt*' has good results from Davos Platz Switzerland, 
and from the use of hyoscinine, arseniate of strychnine, digi- 
talis and aconitine after the dosimetric system. 

Poulet^^ has found oxalic acid a remedy of great import- 
ance in asthma and bronchial dyspnoea. It prevents the 
crisis when recourse is had to its use some hours before the 
invasion. It is not less useful when the attack has already 
• commenced or is imminent. The medicine is a faithful anti- 
dyspnceal remedy at an insigniflcant price. He gives : 

^. Oxalic acid 3 ss. 

Syr. aurantii cort g ii. 

Infusion of tea S vl. 

M. S. : Tablespoonful every hour till relieved. 

Lanphear^^says the great principle in the prevention of at- 
tacks is that the patient should retire with gastric digestion 
»quite complete, and thus preclude the pressure upward 
against the diaphragm from flatulent accumulations in the 
stomach. When there is dyspepsia present, and especially, 
when flatulence occurs after meals it is advisable to omit 
sugar, starch, and potatoes as much as possible. 

Nunes^^ claims that the tincture of lobelia should not be 
used in asthma as alcohol extracts the emetic principle. The 
alkaloid lobeline antagonizes the spasm without either caus- 
ing nausea or vomiting. The dose varies from three-fourths 
to six grains and is pushed according to the symptoms. It 
can also be employed hypodermically. In Nunes' cases he 

15 AUbutt, Dosimetric Med. Review, March, 18S9. 

16 Poulet, Bull Med. de Votgee, April, 1889. Lond. Med. Recorder^ Aug. 20, 1889. 
, 17 Lanphear, Editorial Kaneat City Medical Index, Dec. 1888. Williams' Am. Jour* 

nal Med. Sciences. 

18 Nunes, Editorial. Am. Practitioner and News, Nov. 28, 1889. J. Braslllna 
v^^Congress, 1888, British Med. Journal, N. Carolina Med. Journal, June, 1889.. 
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seems to have obtained excellent results from lobeline in the 
treatment of spasmodic asthma and bronchitic dyspnoea. 
Many months after taking the lobeline his cases appear per- 
manently cured. If the temporary good which has hitherto 
been gained from lobelia in asthma, can be obtained from the 
alkaloid without nausea, vomiting, or depression it will 
prove a boon to suflFering humanity. 

Berkart^ places greatest reliance on the subcutaneous in- 
jection of morphine, which produces speedy relief, probably 
by relieving the bronchial tenesmus. In chronic cases he at- 
taches most importance to rest. He moderately rates iodide 
of potassium, but highly commends jaborandi or its alkaloid^ 
pilocarpine. In hay asthma and in asthma beginning its 
acute attacks with sneezing and a burning sensation at the* 
back of the soft palate, he recommends the use of a gargle or 
spray of borax in concentrated solution with a few drops of 
liq. hydrag. perchlorid. Quinine in fifteen grain doses is- 
favorably commented upon. 

lUingworth^^ acting on the view that the disease is due to* 
central venous congestion gives remedies, firstly to stimulate 
the heart, secondly to prevent congestion of the blood, and 
thirdly, to contract the central and dilate the peripheral bloods 
vessels. The two first indications are met by the carbonate 
and acetate of ammonia and the iodides and nitrates of potash- 
and soda, also by alcoholic stimulants, and the third by bella- 
donna. 

Jores* found relief speedily given in every stubborn case 
by inhalations of a twenty per cent, solution of menthol in^ 
oleum olivae. 

Duenas^^ concludes that methozin is a drug of extraordi- 
nary value in asthma, at first, but like all other remedies i1. 
loses its power. It has no effect in diminishing the frequency 
of attacks. He had found it sometimes did harm in increas- 
ing the severity of subsequent attacks, particularly in a case 
of asthma with bronchitis. 

Zipp^^ in cases where the cause is suspected to be in the 

19 lUingworth, Med, Prets and (Hreular, July 24, 1889. 

20 JoroB, Journal Am. Med. A 8»*n, May 25, 1888. Therap. Monatshefte, April, 1889i ■. 

21 Duenas, RevUta de Cieneias Medicae, Habana Oct. 1888. Brit. Med. Journal 
Apr. 20, 1888. Lond, Med. Recorder, March 20, 1889. 

22 Zipp, Med. Chir. Rundschau, Weekly Med, IRevUto^, July 27, 1889, Deuteche Medj. 
Wochenschri/t, May 16, 1889. 



-278 Original Contributions. [November, 

nose^ recommends widening of the air passages by bougies. 
He introduces Hegar's bougies with ease, dispensing with 
narcosis or assistance. 

Cruener^ describes a chair for the treatment of asthma, so 
-constructed by means of levers and bands to exert pressure 
•on the thorax, while, by means of a broad band the intra-ab- 
dominal pressure is increased. The ultimate effect, according 
to the author, is to render forced expiration possible, to con- 
siderably decrease the volume of the thorax, and to more 
completely empty the hitherto badly aerated alveolae, so that 
more oxygen enters at the next inspiration and very soon the 
•dyspnoea diminishes. The cases reported show that in many 
instances the respiration chair might prove an advantageous 
•method of treatment. 

Scott^ has found paraldehyde in half-drachm doses a valu- 
able remedy in cutting short the asthmatic paroxysms. He 
tfinds it acts better when combined with other agents. 

Peyer^^ thinks the treatment of sexual asthma depends upon 
its origin. The physician should not neglect through false 
prudery, to call attention to the bad results of onanism and 
•coitus imperfectus. In one case reported by Peyer, pollutions 
and asthma were not improved by local treatment because the 
patient continued to practice the coitus reservatus. After 
\the cessation of this custom the conditions disappeared under 
Tegular evening applications of clysters. Those etiological 
factors of sexual asthma, urethritis posterior, as well as sper- 
matorrhoea, impotence and temporary aspermatismus, as a 
rule must receive local treatment. 

Davib^ found, occasionally in women who are persistently 
troubled with asthma during pregnancy, though free from it 
at other times, marked improvement resulting from the con- 
stant use of viburnum prunifolium. This drug lessens the 
Irritability of the uterine tissues and thus diminishes the 
asthma. 



The South- West Missouri District Medical Associa- 
tion held a successful meeting at Springfield, Oct. 13 and 14 
last. 



28 Cruenert, London Lancet^ June 22, 1889. 

24 Scott, Timet and Register, August 10, 1689. 

25 Davis, Journal American Med. Atsoeiation, May 25, 1889. 
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Causes of the Circulation of the Blood. By A. D. Barr, 
M. D., Calamine, Ark. 

Since the discovery of the circulation of the blood by Har- 
vey, it has generally been taught that the principal agent of 
the circulation was the heart, aided, according to Power, 
*' jQrst by the aspiration of the blood into the thorax owing to 
the pressure in the chest being negative or below that of the 
atmosphere, even in expiration, and still less therefore in in- 
spiration. The circulation is farther aided by the dilatation 
of the heart in diastole, and also by the compression of the 
veins possessing valves, during muscular exertion. Lastly, 
the experiments of Ray have shown that the various organs, 
suqh as the spleen and kidney, contract rythmically, owing 
to the unstriated muscles which are contained in their sub- 
stance, which must tend to drive the blood onward." 

To overcome the many objections that can be alleged 
against the mechanical theory of the circulation with its 
sliftht modifications, Prof. J. W. Draper originated a theory 
thut is known as Draper's Physico-chemical Theory of Circu- 
lation. He admits the function of the heart in filling the 
large and small arteries, but holds that its function is. confined 
to that duty. According to his belief, the cjiief seat of the 
circulatory force is located in the capillaries. In the sys- 
teipic vessels there is a fluid containing cells charged with 
oxygen, and by its affinity for the tissues, it is drawn into the 
capillaries, and there loses its affinity, and is consequently 
pres&red onward by the oncoming current. In the pulmonic 
circulation, the condition is merely reversed ; the cause in 
this case is the affinity of the oxygen of the air cells for the 
hsamoglobin of the blood. In the portal and renal capillary 
circulation, the explanation is found in the chemical relation 
existing between the blood and the cells of the organs through 
which it circulates. 

Both of the foregoing theories are good as far as they go, 
but it appears to me that they stop somewhat short of the 
truth. In the systemic circulation the heart propels the 
blood as far as the capillaries, and then by the law of capil- 
larity and the affinity of the blood for the cells of the tissues, 
it is drawn into the capillaries. Here another force is gener- 
ated that serves to still further increase the circulation ; the 
oxygen of the blood unites with the cells of the tissue, and 
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the carbon dioxide of the tissue unites with the blood, and 
whenever there is chemical union heat is generated. In the 
generation of heat force is also generated and, acting upon the 
blood current, it will move, according to a well known law, in 
the direction of the least resistance, which is from the capil- 
laries to the veins. In the capillary circulation of the liver 
and all other glandular organS; the blood is drawn into the 
capillaries by the law of capillarity, probably assisted by the 
affinity of the blood for the cells of the tissue, and there 
chemical combination takes place, and here again heat and 
force are generated. In the lungs, the same thing occurs, — 
that is, a chemical combination which results in the produc- 
tion of heat and force. The fact that the blood returned from 
the lungs to the heart is about one-third of a degree lower in 
temperature than the blood flowing from the heart to the 
lungs, is no argument that heat was not generated during the 
circulation through the lungs. As before stated, wherever 
chemical union occurs heat is generated, and in this case a 
portion is immediately given off by the breath in the form of 
vapor. 

If no heat was generated in the lungs, the temperature of 
the blood flowing from them would be reduced considerably 
lower than it is, as can be proven by the amount of latent 
heat carried off by the brei^th. To sum up the forces of the 
circulation, they are : 

First, the action of the heart drives the blood as far as the 
capillaries. Second, the powers of capillarity and affinity 
draw the blood into the capillaries, where heat is generated, 
which increases the force of the circulation. Third, the 
rythmical contractions of the glandular organs augment the 
power of circulation. 

AntiseptiQS in Agriculture is among the latest. A bee- 
raiser of Lyons has made a practical application of antisep- 
tics in his hives. It is a well-known fact that bees are subject 
to mortal-epidemics caused by the presence of bacteria in 
their intestines. The method of arresting these epizootics is 
to give the bees a mixture containing one-thirtieth of one per 
cent, of naphthol in simple syrup to which a slight quantity 
af alcohol has been added to dissolve the salt. This mixture 
is given in the spring before the bees lay their eggs. 
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SCIENTIFIC INJUSTICE. 

Sanitary medicine is perhaps more advanced to-day than 
it ever was before in the history of civilization. It is the 
boast of sanitarians that, owing to their persistent efforts, 
liuman life has been prolonged, when a general average ip 
taken into consideration. Hygeia is a goddess who has been 
enthroned upon a high pedestal, and in her name sacrifices, 
philanthropy and capital have been devoted to the ameliora- 
tion of the human race from a sanitary standpoint. These 
boasts are not vain, and no one would be quicker than we to 
recognize the truth of the assertions in regard to the positive 
and practical benefits, which have accrued to mankind in 
consequence of these well-directed eflForts. 

But when some braggarts rush beyond the advancing 
column, and put forward the claim that all these advantages 
have accrued through the practical applications of xhe discov- 
eries of science, we are perforce obliged to smile. It sounds 
very nicely to the unaccustomed ear, but to the trained, it 
is a hollow and empty noise — it is air. And when we say 
this, we speak advisedly. It is a well-known fact that there 
is no individual more cruel than the scientist in pursuit of a 
study ] but, if he must be cruel, he should not be unjust, and 
this is the point upon which we insist — this scientific in- 
justice. 

We feel sympathetic at times, and, of late, the great hub- 
'bub raised in regard to the leper has led us to look into the 
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matter somewhat more closely than is the woxit of the indi^ 
vidual, who quietly takes things for granted, and wastes no- 
more of his grey matter than he can possibly spare, possibly 
on account of a small supply of the article. The leper bears 
a brand worse than that of Cain. He is not only shunned by 
his fellow-creatures, he is not only an object of aversion, but 
he is made a victim to immolate upon the altar of science. 
Science, forsooth, which in this very act does but stultify 
itself by confessing itself to be swayed by prejudice. The 
burning of witches, the belling of infidels, and the baiting of 
Christians are things of the past, but the incarceration of 
lepers still continues. Why this should be, we are not pre-^ 
pared to explain. 

But let us see what these scientists (?) say of leprosy* 
They declare it a disease which can be acquired, but with 
difficulty, by those not peculiarly susceptible to the disease.- 
Experimental inoculations will not succeed. The races which 
are peculiarly susceptible to the trouble acquire it by methods- 
which can not be satisfactorily explained. Sporadic cases- 
arise at rare intervals, and do not spread it. Truly a most 
dangerous state of affairs I The horrors of China, India and 
the Sandwich Islands are continually held up before us as a 
bugbear, and a painful silence is made prominent by ignor- 
ing the now common and as equally dangerous, because more 
easily contracted, diseases which have become familiar to u»< 
under the name of phthisis and syphilis. ^ 

If the unfortunate victims of leprosy are to be incarcer- 
ated, let us then be consistent, and act in the same manner in 
regard to phthisis and syphilis. The Canada Medical Record 
of a recent date, says that the evidence (that phthisis is in- 
fectious) is a matter beyond controversy: " Supposing it were 
possible that the whole profession at once adopted the view 
that the disease is infectious, and that the public was at once 
taught that sputa and expired air of consumptives should be 
disinfected, just as much as the clothes of small-pox patients^, 
and supposing that consumptives themselves could be induced 
or compelled to be isolated^ and that the governments of every 
land could be sufficiently enlightened to provide comfortable 
hospitals and homes for consumptives, then when every one 
who now has the disease shall have passed away, the fell 
ficourge would disappear forever from the habitation of man. '^ 
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Then, why single out leprosy ? Why persecute its 
victims? To us, it appears to be simply a gross outrage 
based upon scientific injustice, we were almost led to say 
pseudo -scientific assumption. 

A CRITIQUE. 
We have received from a local publishing house the fol- 
lowing : 
Editor St. Louis Med. and Surg. Journal, City: 

Dear Doctor^As the year is drawing to a close I should like very 
much to have you write up a review of contents of the numbers of 
the "Annals of Surgery'' thus far issued during the year. Feeling 
that you recognize the value of this journal, I take the liberty of 
making this request. You will necessarily see my object is to, if 
possible, increase the circulation through the influence of your 
journal. 

Certainly, brother Chambers. We recognize the true 
value of your journal, and having reviewed its contents, 
carefully, as you suggest, we would respectfully suggest that 
you drop one n from the Annals. It would then be the most 
appropriately named periodical in existence. 

EDITORIAL NOTES. 

Assertions are easily made but it is a much more difficult, 
matter to prove them sometimes. This is suggested to us by 
one which we saw some time ago and which we desire to cor- 
rect. As is well known one of the editors of the Journal pub- 
lished a small hand-book on dermatology some time ago and, 
in due course of time, reviews appeared. Among these was 
one in the University Medical Magazine which is published 
under the auspices of the University of Pennsylvania (medi- 
cal department). In his critiques the astute reviewer states 
among other things, ^* It seems to us also that the use (extern- 
ally), of sulphur and oleate of mercury in combination might 
possibly lead to unpleasant, even if temporary darkening of 
the skin.'' In answer to this all we have to say is that we 
know he has not tried it*; we know that he is depending upon 
a very small amount of theoretical chemistry. If the above 
reviewer will take the pains to have the combination prepared^ 
according to the formula given, he will no doubt be very much, 
astonished to have a nice yellowish ointment which acts. The 
combination was published advisedly and the one who wrote 
it knew whereof he spoke. He had it made and has been ad- 
vocating the mixture for years knowing whereof he spoke. 
The mixing of drugs does not always turn out in strict accor- 
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dance with preconceived ideas and the point which we wish to 
make is that criticisms of a fault-finding nature in reference to 
facts should be based upon experience and not merely upon 
assumptions. These obiter dicta are well enough in their way 
but they are sometimes carried a little too far when their fol- 
lacy can be easily disproved by a simple experiment. In such 
cases, the falsity of one assertion is very apt to lead to a gen- 
eral doubt of the truth of others given in connection with it. 

Flieoende Bl^etter,* always bright and witty, occasion- 
ally gets ofif some very neat things on the doctors. In a recent 
number, it tells a story of a certain young brewer, who was 
very much in love with a young woman, who would not have 
him on account of his ever-increasing fatness. He was in the 
habit of playing a friendly game of "skat,'' with Sanitaets- 
rath, Dr. Pillman and two young medicos, who frequented 
his place, and one evening he directed the converstltion to his 
ever-increasing belly, and asked the Saniteetsrath if he could 
cure him of obesity. ** Certainly," answered the old doctor, 
**if you will obey me in regard to your diet, eat only such 
food as I prescribe, and drink not one drop of beer.*' 

** What ! " exclaimed Dr. Spitz, one of the younger fel- 
lows, **Not a drop of beer? I can cure you, and let you 
drink a seidel of beer daily I '' 

** Only one seidel (quart) daily ? " said Dr. Lehmaier, the 
other young medico, **Only one seidel daily? If you were 
my patient, you might have two of them." The old Sanitaets- 
rath, bound not to lose the prospective patient, hereupon 
said: '*Now, Herr Brauer, you may drink three seidels daily 
if you go under my care, but I warn you that the treatment 
will last much longer than if you did not drink any." 

Dr. Spitz thereupon increased the daily allowance to four 
seidels, and Lehmaier went him one better. The old 
Saniteetsrath clinched the matter by allowing the patient six 
seidels daily, and remained master of the field, because, says 
Fliegende Bldetter, those physicians are always the most 
liked, who cause us the least trouble and self denial." Si 
non e vero e ben trovato I 

The Chicago Hospital Internes have brought down upon 
themselves the wrath of the North American Practitioner if 
we are to judge from the following : 

To Shakespeare has been accorded much los for sundry 
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evidences of his familiarity with the popular law, theology 
and medicine of his day. 

It is no more to be denied that literati may be scientists 
than that the converse proposition may be true. Yet if 
Shakespeare's reputation as a physiologist depends in any 
degree upon the memorable query of Cassius — 

'* Upon what meat doth our Csesar feed, 
That he is grown so great." 

implying that the noted general was a victim of ingestion-hy- 
pertrophy, we must agree that this shining light of literature 
holds at least a doubtful tenure of preeminence unless we can 
grant the principle of ingestion-hypertrophy, or find, per- 
chance, an example of such an anomaly. 

Oar footsteps have pursued many and devious ways in the 
search for a concrete instance of this malady, and we are 
ready to succumb to despair unless we have found it in certain 
hospital internes. 

When but just graduated from the medical college whose 
scale of fees most accurately suits the condition of his purse, 
the medico is the humblest of his species. He feels that he 
has been saved from worse than death — dishonor among his 
rural constituents. 

Installed at his honorable post as interne (and of the origin 
of his title he' is for the most part ignorant), he is fed by the 
older internes upon that royal pap which swiftly distends his 
cranial cavity, bloats his gigantic body, and magnifies his 
colossal legs, beneath which the attending physicians and sur- 
geons, sinking into significance, would fain walk and peep 
about to find themselves exceedingly dishonorable slabs in 
the morgue. 

This must be well-reasoned, else why the annihilation of 
the attending physician's pleasing hope that authority, recog- 
nition and fame await him within the hospital's doors ? Verily 
who enters here leaves such hopes behind ! 

Happily the end of their brief authority destroying the 
efficacy of the peculiar food, suddenly replaces with atrophy 
the hyperplastic greatness of such internes, who thus learn too 
late that, as in the case of those evanescent insects of which 
we were informed in our infancy as Latin students, the cycle 
of birth, life and death may all, alas, be accomplished in a 
day! 
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Znicroscopy, 

Next Annual Meeting of the American Society of 
Microscopists. — The American Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science has concluded to hold its next annual meet- 
ing in Washington, D. C, some time in August. According 
to a resolution adopted at the last annual meeting of the 
American Society of Microscopists, the Executive Committee 
was requested if feasible to hold the 1891 meeting at some 
point contigaous to that chosen by the A.A.A.S., and on the 
week preceding the annual meeting of the latter. As the 
A.S.M. has received an urgent invitation to meet at Washing- 
ton, it is highly probable that that city will be chosen as the 
next rallying point of the microscopists. The matter is, 
however, not yet absolutely decided upon definitely. 

Technique of the Study of the Retrolingual and 
Other Delicate Membranes. — Professor Ranvier contrib- 
utes to the Journal de Micrographie for August a study of the 
retrolingual membrane of the frog, from which we make the 
following abstract : 

The delicate membrane, which in Rana esculanta and R. 
temporaria covers the retrolingual Ij^phphatic sac, contains 
muscular and elastic elements whose structure should attract 
the attention of anatomists and physiologists. The muscular 
elements of thjs membrane consist of flattened, ribbon-like, 
striated fascicles, united to each other by anaetamotic 
branches, forming a plexus analogous to that observable in 
the muscular parietes of the lymph heart, and whose rdle 
appears to be connected with the circulation of the lymph. 
Among the vertebrates (if we except the musculature of the 
blood heart, which, as is well known, has a special structure) 
I have never observed striated and anastamotic fascicles 
except in the l^^mph-hearts and in the retrolingual mem- 
brane. 

To demonstrate the anastamoses of these muscular fas- 
cicles in the retrolingual, no especial technique is necessary. 
Any of the methods applicable to the study of very delicate 
membranes may be resorted to here — for example, the exten- 
sion of the living membrane in some physiological fluid. 
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•fixation of tissues by alcohol^ Miiller's liquid, bichromate of 
potassium or ammonium, etc., followed by staining with car- 
mine, eosin, hsematoxyiin, etc. In these preparations, the 
muscular fascicles are easily recognized, each terminating on 
either side of the median line in dendritic ramifications. It 
iias been known for a long time that the striated muscular 
fascicles of the frog's tongue terminated in similar arboriza- 
tions (see Koellicker's Histology), but the mode of attach- 
ment by which these arborizations are moved at will is a 
question that has until now never been settled. Thanks to 
the special technique which I have devised and followed in 
the examination of the retrolingual membrane, I have been 
able to solve the question. For the benefit of those who 
wish to investigate the subject, I herewith present the meth- 
oda pursued by me : 

The membrane taken from a decapitated frog is placed in 
aleohol of 33® and left there from twenty-four to forty-eight 
hours. It is then removed to distilled water and stroked 
with a camel's hair pencil so qs to free it from epithelium 
and endothelium. It is finally placed in a dilute solution of 
methyl violet (5B) and left for twenty-four hours. After 
rinsing thoroughly it should belmounted in glycerin for ex- 
amination. The elastic fibres which enter into the web of 
the membrane are found to be colored an intense blue, and 
are seen to form an elegant network with meshes relatively 
regular and small. The striated muscular fascicles are like- 
wise colored blue, as are their branches and terminal arbori- 
zations, and the latter seem to lose themselves in the general 
structure under the form of elastic fibres. The elastic fibres 
which extend from each muscular terminal are more or less 
large, the diameter of the greater part being greater than that 
of the fibres of the general structure. They resemble in form 
an irregular pencil or flattened brush. * * * The sar- 
<3olemma is not affected by the methyl violet, or is colored so 
slightly as not to interfere with the following of the minutest 
fibre of the elastic tissue. We can thus without the slightest 
difficulty demonstrate the attachment of each fibre to the 
sarcolemma, as well at the extremity of each muscular 
fascicle as at divers points on the surface, where they are 
found to unite themselves intimately (se soudent intimement). 
Sometimes they terminate abruptly, but frequently a fibre is 
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found to divide and subdivide itself toward its terminal and 
attach itself to the sarcolemma at many points. The union 
of the fibres and the membranous sheath of the muscular 
fascicles is thus rendered very solid. Mechanical methods 
applied with a view of separating them rarely succeed in do* 
ing more than fracturing the fibres. Caustic potash in 40- 
per cent, solution will, however, dissolve the sarcolemma 
and thus effect a disunion of the fibres and the muscular 
fascicles. 

What is the Natural Termination of a Muscular 
Fibril ? — In the paper of Professor Ranvier alluded to in the 
preceding article, the author proceeds to discuss this question 
thus : 

There is another histological problem which is solved in 
the study of the retrolingual membrane as indicated. We 
know that the bundle of striated muscular tissue is formed of 
separate fibrils, each of which presents a structure of wonder-^ 
ful regularity. The thick and the thin discs succeed each 
other like the beads of a chaplet, each thick disc being fol- 
lowed by a thin one, separated by a clear splace. What then 
is the natural termination of a muscular fibrilla? Is it with a 
thick disc, a thin one, or a clear space ? 

The branches of the terminal arborization of the striated 
fasciculse of the retrolingual membrane are sometimes so 
attenuated that we may regard them as consisting of but a 
single muscular fibrilla. In studying this question I made 
many preparations by many different methods, but the best 
I found to be as follows : 

The frog is curarized and the lymphatic sacs, including 
the retrolingual, are injected with a 2 per cent, solution of 
bichromate of potassium or ammonium so as to completely 
distend them. The animal is then placed, entire, into a sim- 
ilar bichromate solution and allowed to remain eight or ten 
days. The retrolingual is then detached and placed in water 
and left until it is bleached. The epithelium is removed by 
brushing, as before, with a camels hair pencil, and the mem- 
brane stained first with fresh haematoxylin and afterward 
with eosin (in alcohol). Dehydrate with absolute alcohol, 
clear with oil of clove and mount in dammar. 

The thick discs will be found stained a lively red and the 
thin ones a very light yellowish rose color, and the spaces- 



1890.] Microscopy. 289^ 

remain absolutely colorless. The muscular nuclei are colored 
blue. You must not expect to find the details absolutely 
clear in every fibril, but some of them will be admirably dis- 
tinct — and that is enough. The preparation should be stud- 
ied with good immersion objectives and with an Abbe con- 
denser. 

I traced in some of the most delicate terminal arboriza- 
tions the regular succession of thick disc, space and thin 
disc continued up to the little elastic tendon of insertion. 
After the last thin disc and clear space I found a little rose- 
colored mass, hemispheric in form, the plane surface of which 
fitted to the last clear space. I therefore conclude that the 
striped muscular fibre terminates in a hemispherical body 
corresponding to a thick disc. F. L. J. 



Dermatologij anb (BcnitO'Urtnarij Diseases. 

Influence of Emotions on the Hair. — At the late Inter^ 
national Congress, in the Section of Dermatology, Dr. Pohl-- 
Pincus communicated a rather strange fact observed by him 
{British Journal of Dermatology). He stated that when human 
hair is viewed by polarized light, the first third of the hair 
shows nothing of interest ; the second third appears green in 
color ; and the upper third and the free portion of the head 
appears red. These color relations are, under ordinary cir* 
camstances, constant. They change, however, if the subject 
from whom the hair is takep has undergone a recent emo- 
tional disturbance ; so that every such disturbance is regis- 
tered in the hair shaft. 

Immigrant Dermatoses. — Dr. James C. White calls 
attention to the fact (Journal of Cutaneous and Genito- Urinary ' 
Diseases) that immigrants import skin diseases into this 
country. First there are those skin affections which are 
directly caused by life on shipboard; then there are those 
which are induced, after arrival, by influences not previously 
operative; and finally the direct importation of diseases 
more prevalent in other countries. In the last class may be 
included scabies, favus, lupus, leprosy, melanosis lenticu- 
laris progressiva, and prurigo. The author states that unless 
some more stringent laws are made to keep out of our coun- 
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try the pauper and dirty populations of Europe, the direct 
importation of the diseases we have been considering, and 
i;ho8e which may arise as well from the filthy habits they 
bring with them and transmit to their children, must follow 
^ith increasing magnitude. To obviate such a condition the 
following measures are suggested : 1^. To cleanse all immi- 
grants of animal parasites on landing by treatment of person 
and clothing. 2^. To retain in quarantina all immigrants 
*with other contagious diseases, including venereal affections, 
A sufficient time for treatment. 3°. To return to their homes 
all persons affected with such contagious diseases as it is im- 
.practicable to treat in such a way, as leprosy, tuberculosis, 
and advanced syphilis. 4°. To provide for efficient medical 
inspection of foreign ports of emigration, with the power of 
arresting importation of dangerous diseases to this country. 

Exanthemata of Influenza. — Dr. Hoffmann had the op- 
portunity of treating two hundred cases of influenza, and of 
that number fiv€ had eruptions due to the influence of the 
disease {Monatshefte fuer Praktiiche Dermatologie). Of these 
two were erythema ; two herpes ; and one, urticaria. Prom 
the description of the author the cases of erythema were 

-scarlatiniform in character, on« covering the entire body and 

-'desquamating in a few days. Pruritus existed to a marked 
degree. In the herpetic cases the eruption was limited to 
the upper lip, and in the other, to the left side of the face. 
In the urticarial case the entire body was covered with 
wheals. Neuralgic pains in the back and limbs were present 
and the itching of the lesions was most marked at the period 
of greatest intensity of the neuralgia. As no medicines were 

dsed in the cases they cannot be regarded as medicinal 

-eruptions. 

Absorption of Bone in Leprosy. — Dr. Sydney Bourne 
"Swift writes an article to the Occidental Medical TimeSy in 
which he says among other things that the absorption of 
"bones (in' leprosy), especially of the phalanges, is quite phe- 
nomenal. He has seen, in many cases, three or four of the 
.phalanges removed in this manner, leaving the nails growing 
at or about the metacarpo-phalangeal articulations, without 
the slightest evidence of their ever having been any ulcera- 
•tion or even abrasion of the skin. In several instances he is 
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•convinced that some of the bones have been TeprmiiiGed. He 
has photographed hands, and in six or eight months after- 
wards there seems to have been a growth of bone sufficient to 
make the hand unrecognizable from the picture. He has 
long since suspected that absorption takes place in the verte- 
brse, which may partly account for gome of the peculiar and, 
to him, most perplexing nervous manifestations. 

Inje(5lions of Thymolo-Acetate of Mercury in Syph- 
ilis. — Dr. Carl Szadek states that among the insoluble mer- 
curials that he has employed for intramuscular injections in 
syphilis he is strongly inclined to favor the thymolo-acetate 
of mercury (hydrargyri thymo-acetiti). He goes on to say 
'{American Practitioner and News) that he has made 102 intra- 
muscular injections upon fifteen patients with secondary 
«yphilitic aflfections, and selected the gluteal region, where 
the drug was deeply injected beneath the muscular fasciae. 
The drug was suspended in water and gum Arabic mucilage 
After the following formula : 

9 Hydrarg, thymolo-acetiti 1.5 

Macilag. gumml Arabici 0.5 

Aqua3 destillat 20.0 

M. 

The injections of a 7 per cent, suspension were given at 
an interval of three or four days. Six to ten injections, each 
containing 7^ to 10 grains of the mercurial, suffice in the most 
cases of non-inveterate syphilis. It is especially of value in 
■the early stages of syphilis. No intense pain is occasioned 
by the injections and in no case was an abscess or infiltration 
«een. Besides this, disturbance of the digestive organs, of 
respiration and circulation, or any general disturbance of any 
importance, as a result of the toxic action of the mercury, 
does not seem to occur. The advantages claimed are : 1^. 
Simplicity of the method and its absolute cleanliness. 2®. 
The small amount of mercury used and the absence of toxic 
Hsymptoms. 3^. The promptness of therapeutical action 
which manifests itself. 

Subacute Seborrhceic Alopecia. — Dry seborrhoea, or 
pityriasis simplex, is one of the most fruitful causes of alo- 
pecia. As a rule the process is a rather slow one, the hair 
becoming gradually thinner until baldness, more or less 
inarked, supervenes. Dr. W. Dubreuilh details four cases of 
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a type of alopecia very similar if not identical with Michel- 
Bon's alopecia pityrodes universalis. The author states (^n- 
nales de la Polyclinique de Bordeaux) that a more or less 
intense seborrhoea, accompanied or not by marked inflamma- 
tory reaction, is observed and causes an acute alopecia. It is 
really a seborrhoeic eczema which is present and the prog- 
nosis is much more favorable than in the more chronic and 
slower process. In the latter^ treatment avails but very 
little, whereas in the acute or subacute form the condition is 
easily remedied and is followed by an abundant growth of 
hair. The treatment consists in removing the scales and' 
applying an ointment containing sulphur and salicylic acid. 
The following would represent a general formula : 

9 Acid salicylic 5 

SulfurlB preciplt 20 

Olei amygdal. duic 100 

M. OrD. 



Diseases of tlje €ae arib €ar. 

Atropine Solution in the Eye Produces Mental Ab- 
erration in a Child. — Very recently I operated in the morn- 
ing on a little girl two years old for convergant strabismus, 
by cutting both tendens at once. When I saw her in the af- 
ternoon the eyes diverged for a distance, but when she would 
focus her eyes by looking at things close to her, one or the 
other eye would draw far inwards. This of course, was the 
result of spasmodic action of the focusing power. Before the 
operation she could see nearly normally in the distance with 
either eye and apparently did not need glasses. To relax the 
focusing power and to prevent the tendency to convergence, 
as mentioned, I dropped atropine solution (four grains to the 
ounce) into the eyes and told the father to drop it in again at 
bed-time and again when she got up. The next morning the 
tendency for one or the other eye to draw inwards on fixing 
was still present, but in a less degree than on the previous 
afternoon. The test showed that the eyes required convex: 
glasses, 24 for distance. The focusing power not yet being 
fully relaxed, I had the medicine dropped in every two hours- 
till used four times. That afternoon the child was so de- 
mented that I could not possibly test her eyes for glasses. 



1890.] Eye and Ear. 293 

She sees visions, has hallucinations, talks wildly, says all 
kinds of ridiculous things and cannot read her letters, in a 
word, she is crazy. Only occasionally does the use of atro- 
pine in the eyes have this very peculiar effect. I have seen 
and already reported several cases of the kind in this Jour- 
:nal. I am unable to give any explanation for this strange 
effect, more than to call it an idiosyncrasy. This effect I 
have observed several times in old people after cataract op- 
erations. 

Bichloride Solution in Different Forms of Acute Con- 
junctivitis. — 1. In Non-gonorrhoeal Purulent Conjunctivitis, — 
There is a form of purulent ophthalmia in grown people, of 
non-specific origin, so far as it is possible to be determined, 
which in its violent symptoms is exactly similar to genuine 
gonorrhoeal infection of the conjunctiva. It is practically the 
same disease, but has a different origin from true gonorrhoeal 
ophthalmia. I have recently treated a case of this kindin the 
person of an old lady, referred to me by Dr. Fulton. General 
health good. Left eye had been most intensely inflamed for 
several days. There was great swelling of the lids, and the 
conjunctiva was intensely red and oedematous. There was 
most profuse suppuration and much pain. There was a deep 
troughing ulcer in the upper margin of the cornea, involving 
about one-third of its circumference. The rest of the cornea 
was clear. There was evidence of gonorrhoeal origin. 

Diagnosis : Purulent ophthalmia ; practically the same as 
gonorrhoeal infection, since it is equally violent and dangerous 
to the vision as well as equally infectious. 

Treatment : This was quite simple. On account of the 
pain and ulceration of the cornea I ordered atropine solution 
(four grains to an ounce) to be dropped into the eye five times 
a day. In addition, and this is the part of the treatment, to 
which I wish to refer particularly, I ordered a solution of 
bichloride of mercury, 1 in 5,000, to be dropped into the eye 
every ten minutes day and night except when the patient was 
sleeping. The eye to be left unbandaged so that all secretions 
•could easily escape and the cool air could get to it. The re- 
sult was most gratifying. The suppuration rapidly ceased and 
the swelling of the lids and the conjunctiva quickly subsided, 
■as also the pain, whioh had been very great. The long 
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troughing ulcer around the upper margia af the cornea per- 
forated in two places with small prolapee of iris in each. 
The ulcer healed promptly. The eye had a very narrow es* 
cape, but is now good. 

2. In Gonorrhreal Conjunctivitis: — Recently a young man- 
had a most violent conjunctivitis in one eye^ which came on 
suddenly and developed very rapidly. There was much 
oedematous swelling of the lids and conjunctiva, intense red- 
ness and profuse suppuration. Inquiry developed the fact 
that the man had at the time gonorrhoea. 

Diagnosis : — Gonorrhoeal Conjunctivitis just starting. 

Treatment: — I prescribed bichloride solution (1 in 6,000.) 
and ordered it dropped into the eye freely every ten minutes, 
directing that it should be used in such a manner that it would 
wash well over the cornea and lids. Next morning the swell- 
ing had greatly reduced both in the lids and conjunctiva and 
the suppuration had practically ceased. The prospect was 
that in a couple of days more the eye would be entirely well. 
The patient went to the country and I have not heard from 
him since. 

3. In Acute Catarrhal Conjunctivitis. — A middle aged man 
had a sudden attack of conjunctivitis in both eyes. There 
was dark discoloration of the skin of all the lids, with much 
swelling of both lids and the conjunctiva, the latter being in- 
tensely red. There was considerable lachrymation and irri- 
tation, but very little suppuration. 

Diagnosis :— 'Acute catarrhal conjunctivitis. 

Treatment : — I ordered the same bichloride solution (1 in 
5,000) to be dropped freely into the eye every few minutes 
and be made to wash freely over the balls and inside of the 
lids. Next morning the swelling and intense redness had 
greatly subsided and in three days the man was well. 

Refractive Anomalies Caused by " Sea-Sickness " on 
Street Cars. — In recent years writers are beginning to 
attribute all kinds of affections, nervous and otherwise, to 
*' anomalies of refraction." While some allowances must be 
made in these statements for exaggeration, considerable scien- 
tific truth scintillates from the background. In an address 
recently delivered (The Medical News, August, 1890), Geo. M. 
Gould, of Philadelphia, enumerates many affections, which, 
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as he thinks, result from eye-strain in consequence of refrac- 
tive anomalies. Among others, he mentions headache, con- 
tinuous or periodical, which is either brought on or aggravated 
by use of the eyes ; sick-headache, fits of nausea and vomit- 
ing, anaemia, dyspepsia, hysteria, mal-nutrition, want of ap- 
petite, aphonia, absence or non-appearance of menstruation, 
amenorrhoea, dysmenorrhoea, partial paralysis of limbs, 
chorea, spasms of facial muscles, various functional disturb- 
ances of the heart, neuralgias, etc. In speaking of headache, 
the author makes this broad assertion : ** I do not doubt that 
ninety cases out of one hundred are due to eye-strain ! " Thi& 
is an exaggerated statement, but considerable truth underlies 
it. That all the above diseases, as a rule, can be cured by the 
proper use of glasses is not correct, but here and there bad 
cases may be completely relieved in that way. 

Finally, the author states that he has had six to eight* 
cases of car-sickness," which, in other words, is sea-sicb- 
ness from riding on street cars. All these cases, according 
to this writer, were absolutely and permanently relieved by 
the proper use of glasses, so that riding on the street cars- 
caused them no trouble whatever. 

I have known persons to become *' sea-sick" by riding on 
steam cars, but that, as I think, can not be attributed to a 
want of glasses. 

These extracts show to what extremes a reputable writer 
will go in carrying out a theory. In saying this, I do not 
mean to undervalue the immense relief often afforded by the 
use of glassss. Their use is not, and can not be made a 
cure-all by any means. A. D. Williams, M. D. 



Removing Blemishes and curing corns is a combination 
one would scarcely expect to meet. An individual in San 
Francisco has been ostensibly earning a living at this busi- 
ness. He had another string to his bow, however. This 
was lately disclosed, when he was arrested for producing* 
criminal abortion. It was evident that there was a blemish 
on the girl's character, but the method adopted for its re- 
moval was considered reprehensible by the 'Frisco police, 
and the ^* blemish doctor " now languishes in jail on accouni 
of his endeavoring to widen the scope of his usefulness. 
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Cicerpts from Husstan polish an^ ^^nrtisb Journals. 

On the Morbid Changes in Poisoning by Chloro- 
form. — At the recent second general meeting of Polish Bur- 
geons Dr. Hempel, of Cracow {Oazeta Lekarska)^ No. 34, 1890, 
p. 683) read a paper on this subject based upon his own ex- 
periments on dogs. The author lays down the following 
propositions: 1^. The blood doos not show any alterations 
beyond acquiring the characteristic chloroform odor and a de- 
creased proportion of hiemoglobin (the decrease varying from 
5 to ten per cent.) 2^. *'The cardiac muscle is changed in 
such a manner that its interstitial substance becomes prom- 
inent in the form of streaks of varying widths.'' 3^. The 
right cardiac cavities are found to be dilated and filled up 
with blood clots. 4^. The most pronounced changes arise iu 
the liver, that organ becoming pale and showing areas of fatty 
degeneration with occasional biliary deposit. 5^. In the kid- 
neys there is always found granular degeneration of the epi- 
thelium of the urinary tubes, glomeruli, and, more especially, 
Boumanian capsules. 

Case of Poisoning by Chloroform Oil. — In the Finska 
L'ihares'ilUkapefs Handlingar No. 6, 1390, p. 408, Dr. Af 
Sebuten, of .Helsingfors, related a noteworthy instance of 
poisoning by a large dose of chloroform, ending in complete 
recovery. A middle-sged woman swallowed, by mistake, a 
large tablespoonful of a ^'chloroform oil'' (a mixture of equal 
parts of chloroform and olive-oil) equivalent to 7.5 grammes 
of pure chloroform. Almost immediately she was seized with 
severe giddiness and ten minutes later fell into a profound nar- 
cotic sleep of about an hour's duration. She awakened in an 
excited and delirious state, crying and complaining of baming 
pain about the epigastrium, but soon again fell soundly asleep. 
^j Og the next morning there remained only considerable pros- 

y^, tration with headache and abdominal pain which symptoms 

jj. gr&dually disappeared in the course of a few days. The 

Qj hhjt'py issue of the case is the more remarkable aa intema- 

ti'^i^ literature contains such instances of chloroform drink- 
li-g where much smaller doses (4 grammes only) were more 
I'Z less rapidly followed by death. 
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Antifebrin in Soft and Hard Chancre. — In the Medit^ 

zinakoie Obozrente, Nos. 13 and 14, 1890, p. 84, Dr. Alexander 

P. Bazilevitch, of Nicolskoie, warmly recommends the treat- 

;^ \-7. ment of soft and hard chancre by freely powdering it with ai:i- 

tifebrin twice daily (every morning and evening). He de- 
BC -^ *" scribes a case of Hunterian chancre in a man of 23 where the 

4 * • ' ulcer became strikingly cleaner on the third day of the treat- 

c- - • ment to completely cicatrise in ten days. In another case, re- 

?.i ^* ferring to a man of 36 with a large soft chancre, the latter as^ 

n '•^- sumed a healthier appearance on the fourth day. On the 

f iiy^'- seventh there appeared sound granulations, the ulcer kindly 

r-i.-i-- healing in the beginning of the third week. Similarly good' 

f$gt^ results were also obtained in a case of a woman, aged 25, with- 

^e is ^ hard chancre of the minor labium and uterine cervix. The 

^ '^.f advantages claimed for the method are these : 1°. The lesions 

^;«j^ heal comparatively very quickly ; 2°. the remedy is very 

.•ect-' • cheap; 3^. it is entirely free from odor ; 4^. even when used 

^c^' externally in **enormous" quantities it does not give rise to- 

• .^ any toxic or disagreeable pnenomena. 

sil. *; On the Physiological and Therapeutic Effects of Tes- 

oer**'^^^ ticular Emulsion. — In the Vratch, Nos. 29 and 30, 1890, p. 

jji3^-^^' 647, Dr. P. K. Hausner, of Odessa, details a highly interest- 

ing course of experiments with Brown-Sequard's testicular 
- j»;i emulsion, recently carried out by him conjointly with Drs. 

Fabian Tiktin and Boak D. Rosenstein. The emulsion (pre- 
pared always ex tempore of testicles and'spermatic cords from 
rabbits and guinea pigs) was injected into the subcutaneous 
cellular tissue of this or that region of the body, the individual 
dose being about two cubic centimeters. The experiments 

were made on a, two of the doctors themselves (Drs. Hausner 
1 t to ' ' 
'^. -.i-t *^d Tiktin) ; &, on patients suffering from functional nervous 

disturbances; and c, on those with organic disease of the cen- 

elli^^*^/. tral nervous system. The doctors were generally healthy 

Sb*|.. subjects, the only abnormality about them being in one 

(fflH^^^^l (Hausner) intercostal neuralgia, and in the other habitual con- 

rtinfc^^X stipation with rectal catarrh. The former received seventeen 

oriy ^^ cubic centimeters of the emulsion at eight sSances made every 

I pii^ ., ^^^ ^^ three days; Dr. Tiktin, twenty-one cubic centimeters at 

^{ I fty ten sittings in the course of twenty days. The salient points 

-^joiil^*^*' of this group of the experiments may be given thus : 1°. The 
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neuralgia and constipation disappeared. 2°. In Dr. Tiktin 
the injections were invariably followed by "an extraordinary 
acceleration of ideation," while in Dr. Hausner they caused 
sleeplessness and discomfort. After discontinuing the injec- 
tions, however, be noticed that he was less easily fatigued 
from mental work or physical exertions." 3^. In Dr. Tiktin 
the emulsion always increased the frequency of micturition, 
while strengthening the energy of vesical contractions. 4°. In 
Dr. Hausner in a few hours after each siance there appeared a 
fairly considerable acceleration of the pulse (from 90 to 110 
per minute the ordinary frequency of his pulse being 60 or 
70), with a **sensation of heat and fulness." 5°. After a third 
injection, his inguinal and axillary glands became somewhat 
enlarged and tender. 6°. In his case, a rabbit emulsion al- 
ways gave rise to a vivid local pain which appeared in about 
one-half hour to gradually increase for ten hours ; afterwards 
it as gradually abated and ultimately became transformed into 
itching. A guinea pig fluid never caused any painful sensa- 
tions. The other doctor experienced some pain only after the 
few first injections, the subsequent ones being entirely pain- 
less. Of thirteen patients experimented upon, one, a man aged 
33, was suflTering from sexual impotence and chronic rheu- 
matic pains all over the body. After eight injections his sex- 
ual power most remarkably improved, and the pains disap- 
peared. Another, aged 37, had transverse lumbar myelitis 
of five years standing. After some fleeting amelioration his 
condition returned to the status quo ante. In a third, an old 
man of 65 with right sided hemiplegia, there was noticed 
some decrease of palsy and tremor. In the fourth an old 
man with a severe sensation of weight about his head, the 
symptom was totally relieved by three injections. In a fifth 
man suffering from acute cerebro-spinal disease of malarial 
origin, the injections quite distinctly hastened the course of 
recovery. In a sixth case, referring to a man of 52 who had 
jumped down from a height with suicidal intentions and con- 
tracted some contusion of the spinal cord, the emulsion rap- 
idly removed paraplegia, obstinate constipation, and anorexia. 
Of three tabetic patients, one obtained no benefit whatever, 
while in another the injections seemingly cut short "gastric 
crises," (vomiting, abdominal pains, etc.,) and in the third re- 
lieved lancinating pains. In a patient, 55 years old with em- 
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bolism of the right Sylvian artery, the emulsion appeared to 
promote the disappearance of paresis of the face and lower 
limbs, but did not make any impression on paralysis of the 
upper extremities. In another similar patient of 68 therp 
were observed some improvement of speech and the disap- 
pearance of incontinence of urine and faeces, the man becom- 
ing at the same time more cheerful and lively. A patient of 
55 with cerebro-spinal meningitis did not obtain any benefit 
from the treatment, but in a neurasthenic and hypochondria- 
cal patient of 25 the injections restored his sexual power and 
relieved various parsesthesias. The author draws the follow- 
ing conclusions from the series of experiments : 1°. In cases 
of permanent organic changes or degeneration of the central 
nervous system, the injections prove to be powerless to re- 
store such functions as have been lost in consequence of the 
destruction of nerve tissue. Still, even in such cases, the 
emulsion may exercise a general tonic or stimulating influence 
on the nervous system. 2°. In cases of temporary organic 
lesions and in those oi functional afifections of the nervous 
system, the irrigations can actually raise the tone of the lat. 
i;er, improve the patient's general nutrition and eo ipso favor a 
more rapid regressive evolution of the morbid process. 3^. 
The injections are entirely safe (out of 230 injections only one 
gave rise to some local swelling and inflammatory oedema of 
the subcutaneous cellular tissue). 4^. In a majority of pa- 
tients, each injection is followed by a gradual elevation of the 
body temperature, the latter occasionally attaining as high a 
level as 39** or 39.5®C. 5®. On the next day after an injection 
there are usually observed acceleration of the cardiac action, 
and increased strength of the pulse wave. 

[This is a fourth Russian work on the subject, the preced- 
ing ones having been published by Professor S. D. Kostueria 
(vide the St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal, July, 
1890, p. 51), and Drs. F. A. Roshtchinin (ibid, p. 50), and M. 
F. Pototzky (London Medical Recorder. June, 1890, p. 208). 
The latter has tried the emulsion in five cases and arrived at 
the following general conclusions : 1°. The emulsion undoubt- 
edly produces a stimulating action on the heart and circular 
tion. 2°. • It also possesses a diuretic property. 3®. It re- 
moves constipation in virtue of its relating influence on the 
bowels. 4°. It markedly improves the patient's general 
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state. 5^. Its stimulating and tonic action on the nervous 
system, however, surpasses all other effects. 6^. It is highly 
probable that in young and middle-aged persons all the ef- 
fects will prove still more pronounced than in the old. ?**» 
On the whole the method fully deserves a further extensive 
trial. 8^. The injections do not give rise to any unpleasant 
accessory, general or local phenomena beyond some slight^ 
and short-lived pain at the site of the puncture. 9^. In tech* 
nical regards, however, the method is rather troubleseme. 
It is interesting to note that up to the present all Russian exw 
perimenters have obtained these or other positive results. 
After all, the matter proves to be far from being so ^'ridic- 
ulously absurd," and so unworthy of a fair scientific inquiry 
as many of us have imagined on reading the illustrious biol- 
ogist's startling papers some months ago. — Reporter.J, 

Sunflower in Malarial Fevers.— Following the instance 
of Drs. P. Filatoff, S. Kazatchek (vide the St. Louis Medioai^ 
AND Surgical Journal, September 1890, p. 179), A. T. Mam- 
inoff (Provincial Medical Journaly Feb., 1890, p. 114) and N. 
Filatoff (London iff edicai Recorder August, 1890, p. 298), Dr. 
V. N. Zubovitch, of Murafa, (Vratch, No. 33, 1890, p. 744), 
has tried in a number of cases the Russian popular treatment 
of malarial fevers by the internal administration of the sun- 
flower (Helianthus annuus). He used the remedy in the form 
of tinctures prepared either of recent flowers or a recent bark 
of young stems of the plant (with a 96 per cent, alcohol). A. 
liqueurglassful was given thrice a day, to an adult, the admin- 
istration being always continued for two or three days after a 
complete cessation of paroxysms. Like his predecessors (in- 
cluding the people), the author has found that: The sun- 
flower treatment is invariably followed by a complete and 
permanent cure in from three to ten days, and this, even in 
most obstinate and inveterate cases in which quinine has ut- 
terly failed. 2^. All types of malarial poisoning are equally 
amenable to this treatment. 3^. Beyond occasional profuse 
night sweats during the sunflower course, no unpleasant ac- 
cessory effects are ever observed. 4^. The tincture made of 
the flowers appears to act somewhat more quickly than' that 
of the bark. 

[Referring to Dr. Zubovitch's paper, Professor V. A. Man- 
assein adds (ibid) that according to Professor N. A. Zasetzky'a 
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oral communication to him, many Kazan practitioners have 
similarly found the sunflower to be an excellent anti-malarial 
remedy. In view of the comparatively enormous price of 
-quinine, the sunflower certainly deserves all possible atten- 
tion of the practitioners and pharmacologists. — Reporter.'] 
Berne, Switzerland.. Valerins Idelson, M. D. 



IHebtcal progress. 

THERAPEUTICS. 

Powder for Hemicrania. — The following is said to be 
•very efficient: 

?; CaflTein oitrat gr. |. 

Phenaoetin gr. 2J. 

Saochari lacti gr. 3i. 

M. Sig.: Take the powder in milk. 

Antigouty Collodion. — La Medicine Moderne gives the 
following : 

5: CoUodil flexilis 5. 

JEther sulphurici 5. 

Acid, salicylic 4. 

Morphise mnriat 1. 

M. 

This should be applied every hour to the big toe affected * 
•with gout. Pain soon ceases, but the swelling persists, which 
prevents any suspicion of metastosis. 

An Opium Pill for Dysentery. — Dr. N. M. Geer uses the 
following formula (JV^. Y. Med. Jour.) : 

J^fc Palv. opii — , gr. xx. 

Pulv. resiuse — gr. xxx. 

Pulv. acaclse gr. xx. 

Aquae q. s. 

M., fiat massa in pilalas No. xxv dividenda. Sig.: One pill 
•every ifour hours until relief is obtained. 

Dr. Geer says that he uses this pill with great success in 
obstinate cases of dysentery, and that the resin prevents the 
pill from dissalving before it has been carried low in the in- 
testine. Old opium pills, that hade become difficult of solu- 
tion, are used by some practitioners with the same idea in 
'View. 
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Treatment of Diabetes. — *rhe New York correspondent' 
of the Southern Medical Record states that Dr. Wm. H. Porter 
recommends the following as the best and most efficient 
treatment for diabetes : 

^ Fel. bovis Inspiss. 

Quinae salph aa 9 ij. 

Ext. nuois vomioee gr.vL 

M. 

Divide in oapsulee No. xx. 

tilg. : One capsule before each meal. 

9 Ext. hyoscyami, fl 3 iij. 

Ext. damiani, fl 3 vl. 

Potasil bicarb ^ bb. 

Mucilaginis d li. 

Aquae g iij . 

M. 

Sig. : A teaspoonfal every three hours. 

In the treatment of diabetes, he says that restricted diet is- 
not so essential, as restriction is the excess of food, to which 
these patients are markedly addicted. By regulating their 
diet in this respect, he considers the use of the above reme- 
dies the best and most efficient means of treatment he knows. 

Re(5lal InjecSlions of the Bromides and Iodides. — 
Koebner recommends the following formulae for patients who 
cannot tolerate suppositories (La MSdecine Moderne) : 

9 Kali iodidi gr. xlv. 

Kali bromidii gr. xxxvij-xlv. 

Ext. belladonnas nr. i vsb. 

Aq o 86 3 V j + 3i j . 

M. 

Five drachms of this solution are diluted with two or 
three ounces of warm water and injected in the rectum once 
daily, at first, and twice later on. After a time the doses are- 
increased as follows : 

9 Kali iodidi 3 ijss. 

Kali bromidii 3 ij • 

£xt. belladonnie ^r. ix. 

Aqaae 3 i^t + 3ii j. 

M. 

Of this a little more than six drachms are diluted with* 
two and a-half or three ounces of water and injected twice- 
daily. 

He has furthermore found that, by adding to each injection' 
five to ten drops of pure tincture of iodine, the mixture is- 
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very eflBcacious and will be tolerated by the larger bowel. 
Never has he observed any inflammation of the mucous 
membrane. 

This method is applicable in certain prostatic hyper- 
trophies and in syphilitic ulcerations of the rectum. It is 
particularly useful in the treatment of syphilitics who cannot 
tolerate the internal use of iodides. It is much better sup- 
ported than subcutaneous injections. 

PATHOLOGICAL AND PHYSIOLOGICAL NOTES. 

Persistence of the Canal of Nuck. — M. Richelot recent- 
ly presented the report of a case to the Academic de M6de- 
cine. The woman had a tumor, in the right groin, which was 
reducible. Upon making an opening he found a cord adher- 
ing to the labium majus at one extremity and inserted on the 
other hand in the inguinal tract and it connected with the 
peritoneum by means of a small aperture. It was a congeni- 
tal hydrocele. In a week the patient was well. The reporter 
thought that the hydrocele had developed at the expense of 
the canal of Nuck, a pro)ongation of the peritoneum, which is 
sent to the spine of the pubis. The existence of the canal has 
been denied by some, who have contended that when found 
it was merely the remains of a hernial sac. The above case, 
however, clearly proves its existence. Another fact brought 
out was that the operative measures performed in that locality 
are perfectly legitimate. 

Lateral Deviation of the Spine in Pott's Disease. — At 
the late meeting of the American Orthopaedic Association, Dr. 
Lovett said that lateral deviation of the spine appeared 
to be a universal acompaniment of early Pott's disease in the 
lumbar and dorsal regions, and that it was a symptom of 
much diagnostic significance (Med, Rec). The trunk is seen 
to lean to one side or the other and the distortion is much 
more prominent when seen in front than behind. This lat- 
eral distortion is accompanied with a certain amount of rota- 
tion of the spine on a vertical axis, but this does not occur so 
uniformly or follow the same rules as in true scolioBis. 

In thirty consecutive cases of all grades of Pott's disease, 
recently measured, all but one showed lateral deviation from 
two to eight degrees. The deformity was least in cases under 
efficient treatment by braces or jackets. The deviation in 
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most cases does not appear to be caused so much by unequal 
wearing away of the vertebral bodies, as to be a symptom due 
to irritation and muscular spasm, being analogous to the mal- 
positions noted in hip-disease and tumor albus. The symp- 
tom improves rapidly under treatment, and although improv- 
ing under any efficient treatment directed to the Pott's dis- 
ease, it disappears most rapidly if the patients are treated by 
recumbency and spinal extension. 

Horseshoe Kidney. — Dr. Jos^ M. CuUen describes in the 
Andes del Circulo Medico Argentina a horse-shoe kidney which 




Fig. 14. Horse-shoe Kidney, a, Supra-renal Capsule;, r, Kid- 
Jicy I y» Isthmus; u, Ureter ; p, Pelvis; C, Vertebral Ck>lumn; A, 
Aorta ; V, Vena Cava Inferior ; e, Artery ; v. Vein ; E, Aberrant 
Artery. 

he found in an autopsy on a man of thirty-five, who died of 
cerebral haemorrhage. The upper portions of the kidneys 
were on a lovel with the twelfth dorsal vertebra, the isthmus 
lying on the the third lumbar as shown in Fig. 14. The renal 
substance was normal and continuous throughout the mass of 
the isthmus which joined the two kidneys. The most curious 
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feature in connection Vfiih the specimen was the anomalous 
vascular distribution which is well shown in the figure. An 
artery was found on the left side, coming directly from the 
aorta, and which is not found on the right. 

Early Decomposition. — A writer states in the Columbus 
Medical Journal that he observed the following occurring in a 
person of 68 that died of cholera morbus : Although the un- 
dertaker's art was early and vigilantly applied, less than 
twenty-four hours after death, decomposition had so rapidly 
^set in that it was necessary to bury him early the next morn- 
ing. At this time there was an exudation of bloody serum 
from the whole cutaneous surface; the lips and face were 
enormously swollen, the eyes almost protruding from their 
sockets, and it was with great difficulty that he could be 
crowded into the burial casket. The cuticle, on attempting 
"to move him, broke under slight pressure. An estimate of 
Ihe extent of this exudation may be formed from the fact that 
all the clothing coming in contact with his body was thorough- 
ly saturated, and it was stated by the undertaker that his body 
was so distended by the gases, on arriving at the oemetar 
i;hat the casket burst. 

Influences pf Climate over Bright' s Disease. — This 
•question, in so far as it has been observed in the United 
States, receives careful consideration at the hands of Dr. 
•Charles W. Purdy (AT. Y. Med. Journal), who states that a re- 
view of his investigations substantiates the following conclu- 
sions : 1.® That the chief features of climate in tne United 
States which most strongly tend to increase the death-rate 
from Bright's disease are cold, moisture, and changeability of 
temperature. 2.^ That the elements of climate which tend 
in the greatest degree to decrease the death-rate from Bright's 
disease are warmth, dryness, and equability. 3.° That cold 
most markedly increases the mortality from Bright's disease 
when associated with moisture, a comparatively low tem- 
perature being well borne if the atmosphere is a dry one. 
4.® That a comparatively high degree of humidity of the 
atmosphere does not markedly increase the mortality from 
Bright's disease if accompanied by warmth and equability. 
5,° That the most unfavorable residence localities for pa-, 
tients afflicted with Bright's disease in the United States are 
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comprised within the Atlantic coast region and Northeastern 
hills, which includes the States of New Jersey, New York,. 
Connecticut, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and Vermont.. 
6.^ That the most favorable Residence localities are chiefly 
comprised within the Southern interior^ and especially in- 
clude the States of Tennessee, Georgia, North Carolina, 
Arkansas, and Texas. 7.^ Finally, a practical lesson may be 
learned from these investigations is as follows : That, since 
climate so decidedly influences the mortality from Bright's^ 
disease, those who are afllicted with the disease or possess 
strong hereditary or othej tendencies thereto should wear 
such garments as most directly tend to neutralize the evil in- 
fluences oj climate over the disease — viz., those combining 
the minimum power of radiation of body heat with the highest 
hygroscopic properties, and since wool possesses these 
qualities to a degree unapproached by any other textile, all- 
wool garmentsshould be worn next the skin throughout they 
ear. 

DISEASES OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN. 

United Twins. — Dr. J. W. Snider reports in the Lancet- 
Clinic the successful delivery of united twin children. The 
difficulty of such a procedure can be judged of by the following 
description: The children are united by a broad sternum,, 
which forks at about an inch from the top, leaving the bodies 
above free. The ribs arise from it for each child in common.. 
This sternum apparently extends through, separating the 
thoraces of the two bodies. This union is such that the bodies 
to the umbicilus, are immovably fixed on each other. The 
connecting part consists in the merging of the two bodies into 
one, and is almost as wide as the bodies of the children, leav- 
ing but a slight depression on each side. In the abdomen the 
walls are one as far as the umbilicus, which is placed at the 
termination of the union. The children are perfectly formed, 
and the limbs, etc., normally placed in every other respect, 
excepting one has a single and the other a double harelip and 
cleft palate. The children did not live. 

High Temperature in Children. — l>r. WilliamL. Stowell 
in an article on the significance of high temperature in chil- 
dren (Archives of Pediatrics) thus summarizes his views : The 
child's temperature is normally higher than that of the adults 
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The temperature may be very high from apparently inade- 
. quate causes ; usually nervous impressions or reflex disturb- 
ance. The febrile diseases all have what may be called their 
normal range of temperature, which does not indicate treat- 
ment unless excessive, or out of its normal course. Antipy- 
retics are to be used with caution lest while they lessen fever 
they weaken the heart, and so lessen the chances of favorable 
termination of the disease. The fever may often be lessened 
indirectly by heart*tonics, general tonics, and food. The ten- 
dency of nutrition in childhood is towards growth and repair, 
not degeneration ; hence careful nursing and feeding will do- 
more towards a favorable result than converting the child into 
a drug analyzer. 

Non-Existence of Rachitis in Japan. — Dr. Albert S. 
Ashmead states that rachitis is exceedingly rare in Japan {Med, 
Rec). The Japanese have always eaten plentifully of fats and 
oils of fishes, the blubber of the whale, the eel, and loach 
especially ; and these have contributed their measure in pro-- 
curing for the nation such an immunity, and endowing it with 
a greater degree of sound bone formation. The universal use 
of the food under notice, from the time of ancient Budddhist 
flesh prohibition, but especially the consumption of fish by 
thelactating women, together with the fish given to the chil- 
dren after their first year, as supplement, which at that time 
is allowed them by Japanese tradition, are, in his opinion, 
main causes of the non-existence of rachitis in Japan. In the 
order of their sequence may be cited some additional factors. 
1°. Absence of deformed pelves in the women of Japan, and 
heredity thereof, hence easier gestation and labor. 2^. Ex- 
ceedingly gentle care and nursing of the pregnant and parturi- 
ent women. 3^. National possession of finer teeth, conse- 
quently more perfect mastication and emulsion of aliment. 
4^. Increased length of intestinal absorption-surface, hence 
freer chylification. 

SURGERY. 

To Arrest Epistaxis. — Dr. W. W. Parker states, in the 
Medical Record that the following simple substitute for Belloq's 
canula is not only efiectual, but is easy of application and ab 
solutely painless, and can be probed in the smallest patients^ 
The little device which he uses is made of fifteen of the long 
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threads of patent lint^ size three and one-half or four inches 
long, which he doubles on themselves and ties in the middle, 
and lets one end of the string be six or eight inches long so as 
to pull the plug out when necessary. When doubled on it- 
self it looks like a ^* comet " in miniature with a nucleus and 
thirty tails (or twice the number of threads used). A probe, 
or soft piece of pine but little bigger than a match, is pressed 
back upon upon the floor of the nasal cavity and pushed on 
till you reach the posterior nares. This will be known both 
by the resistance and the length of the probe, or the depth 
which you have reached. Then slowly withdraw the probe 
and plug the anterior nares and you have arrested the bleed- 
ing. These twenty or thirty ends floating in the blood at 
•once coagulate it. The passage of the soft lint gives no pain 
whatever. In persuading children to submit to the opera- 
tion, he often passes the lint up his own nose to satisfy them 
it gives no pain. If lint is not at hand he uses the largest 
size spool cotton. The plug is removed in from twenty-four 
to forty-eight hours. It gives no pain and the patient is will- 
ing for it to remain. The other methods are all painful in 
execution, and the discomfort, while the plug remains, is 
very considerable. 

Modified Alexander-Adams Operation. — Dr. George 
M. Edebohls details a modification of Alexander's operation 
for shortening the round ligaments (N. F. Med. Jour.), which 
he believes to be simple and effective and likely to find favor 
in the eyes of operating gynaecologists. He states that by 
laying open the inguinal canal, the round ligament is readily 
found and picked up. By picking it up as it emerges from 
the internal ring, the entire ligament is secured before any of 
its fibres are given ofi*. This gives us, in all instances, a liga- 
ment sufficiently strong to stand the traction necessary to 
draw out efficiently its abdominal portion. This more espe- 
-cially since we are at liberty, by reason of free access to the 
internal ring, to draw in the direction of the intra-abdominal 
portion of the ligament. Another great advantage presented 
is the certainty of really shortening that portion of the liga- 
ment (the intra-abdominal), to shorten which is the prime 
object of the operation. As already stated above, upon trac- 
tion being made upon the round ligament, the peritoneal 
folds of the broad ligament embracing it are drawn out 
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through the internal ring in the shape of an inverted funnel. 
Under guidance of the eye the broad ligaments are gently 
stripped back from the round ligament, until the intra- 
abdominal portion of the latter is seen to have been liberated, 
for three or four inches of its length, from the embrace of the 
former. This denuded intra-abdominal portion of the liga- 
ment is converted into the extra-abdominal portion by being 
sutured into the inguinal canal. The distinctive features of 
the method of operation advocated in this paper, briefly 
recapitulated, are as follows : 1^. The inguinal canal is laid 
open along its entire length. 2^, The round ligament is 
sought for and picked up at its point of emergence from the 
internal ring. 3^. The ligament is drawn out approximately 
in the direction of its intra-abdominal portion. 4^. The 
ligament is drawn out from its peritoneal investment by aid 
of the sense of sight. The shortening of its intra-abdominal 
portion is thus rendered a matter of absolute certainty. 6®. 
The method of suture, which, while it closes the canal, at 
the same time secures the ligament within it. 6^. The 
method of drainage by silk worm gut. 

An objection that may be urged against the plan of opera- 
tion herewith presented, as compared with the original 
method, is the apparently greater probability of a resultant 
hernia. While he does not believe that the operation, care- 
fully performed after either method, predisposes to hernia, 
he thihks a little reflection will show that the liability to this 
accident is really diminished in his modification. 



The New York Polyclinic has adopted a resolution that 
only graduates of regular medical colleges, or others legally 
entitled to practice medicine, shall be admitted as matricu- 
lants of the schoSl. 

The Southern Surgical and Gynecological Associa- 
tion will hold its next annual meeting at Atlanta, Ga., Nov. 
11, 12 and 13 next. The preliminary programme, containing 
a partial list of the papers to be read, has been issued. Tak- 
ing this as a criterion, we can safely predict the meeting a 
success, and those who attend it will find that they have well 
spent their time, as the papers will be good, and written by 
men well known to the profession. 
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Book HemeiDS. 

The Science and Art of Obstetrics. By Theophilus Par 
YIN, M. D., LL. D. Second Edition Revised and en- 
larged, 8vo. pp. 701. With 239 Woodcuts and a colored 
plate [Philadelphia?: Lea Brothers and Co., 1890. Price, 
leather, $5.25 ; cloth, $4.25. 

It is with pleasure that we announce a second edition of 
Parvin's well known text-book of obstetrics. The success 
which attended the issuance of the first edition cannot fail to 
be repeated now that a revised and enlarged copy of the same 
work has been placed before the medical public. The author 
is well capable of undertaking the task laid before him, hav- 
ing taught this branch for a quarter of a century, thus giving 
him ample opportunities to observe and note not only the 
salient parts connected with the science and art of obstetrics 
but the various complications and intricacies which necessa- 
rily arise. The work before us is a comprehensive one and 
will serve not only as a text-book for the student but as a 
valuable and convenient reference book to the practitioner. 
Those who possess it will find it of value at all times as it con- 
tains much that is valuuble and applicable in the daily exer- 
<5ise of the obstetric art. 

We do not propose reviewing this admirable book in de- 
tail, but suffice it to say that it consists of five parts which 
treat of the anatomy and physiology of the female sexual 
organs ; pregnancy ; labor ; the puerperal state ; and obste- 
tric operations. These subjects are all considered in detail 
and a feature adopted by the author has been to give room 
to the opinion of others, on various points, in addition to his 
own. He is not inclined to be dogmatic, ulthough somewhat 
positive at times. 

He advises early laparotomy in ectopic pregnancy regard- 
ing the vaginal operation, colpotomy, and elytrotomy as only 
exceptionally advisable. In placenta prsevia he states that 
*' if loss of blood be slight, and especially if the foetus be not 
yet viable, the expectant plan is indicated." Although this 
is also Winckles' opinion, the soundness of the advice might 
be called into question for this reason, viz : It is perfectly 
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safe for an obstetrician to follow as he will know what to do 
in case of danger, but what will be the result if an inexperi- 
•enced accoucheur follows it ? 

The author seems to be in favor of ansestheria in labor if 
we are to judge by the context. While not directly uphold- 
ing the practice, he answers the objections of those who are 
opposed to it and by inference implies that it is not only 
safe but often of benefit. In the third stage of labor he re- 
:gards statistics as being conclusive against trusting to purely 
spontaneous delivery of the placenta. In using Cr^d6's 
method he deprecates too much rapidity and energy and 
states that these are the factors which have produced the op- 
position to the method among many modern obstetricians. 

In regard to the administration of ergot the author states 
"that the most important rule in regard to its administration 
is that it must be given in such amount that the normal con- 
tractions of the uterus shall be increased ; the use of larger 
doses, so that the uterus is roused to continuous action, may 
be followed, and too often has been, by rupture of the uterus, 
of the vagina, or of the perineum, and by the death of the 
ohild from asphyxia. 

In regard to the Caesarian operation and it ssubstitutes, the 
author is rather non-committal detailing the various methods 
given by authors and their opinions on the matter. 

The mechanical execution of the work is in the usual un- 
exceptional style of the Leas. 



literary Hotes. 

The Cleveland Medical Gazette with its issue for No- 
vember will increase the number of its pages, the quality of 
its paper and appear in a light yellow cover. The price will 
be raised from one to two dollars a year. We congratulate 
the Gazette upon this sign of prosperity, and wish it many 
years of future usefulness. 

Ethical Problems, by Dr, Paul Cams, contains three 
lectures, which are well worth reading by all interested in 
these questions. Dr. Cams demands that the ethical socie- 
ties take a more positive stand against dogmatic religion, that 
they commit themselves to a definite opinion as to the basis 
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of ethics. To us, it seems rather doubtful whether humanity 
is ready to rally round a standard without personificatit>n^ 
unless indeed that standard were raised by one of those mag- 
netic, authoritative personalities, who inevitably sweep men 
and the movement they lead on to victory. But let the 
ethical societies try, by all means, to prove that humanity 
has outgrown the stage of myth and parable, and the neces- 
sity of a bell-wether prophet, Buddha, Christ. 

The Texas Health Journal is still carrying on its cru- 
sade against the quacks and doing good work for the profes- 
sion of Texas. We think, however, when its October number 
contains an article which appeared in the July Journal, the 
latter should receive some little credit for the same. There 
is nothing like fair play. We are glad, however, to see that 
the editor of the Health Journal knows a good thing when he> 
sees it, for Dr. Waldo Briggs' extra-abdominal method of 
treating intestinal wounds is not only novel but successful. 

The Review of Insanity and Nervous Disease is a n«w 
journal — quarterly — edited by Dr. James H. McBride,. of 
Milwaukee, Wis., at the price of two dollars per year. The 
editor speaks thus: *'The editor of this journal does not 
flatter himself that the profession is waiting breathlessly for 
the appearance of a new periodical. It is already afllicted 
with so many that the issue of a new one should be accom- 
panied with an apology rather than with the common assump- 
tion that it will * fill a long-felt want.' If there is any special 
reason why an apology is not demanded in this case, it is, 
that the Review, being a compendium of the current literature 
of an important specialty, will occupy a unique position in 
medical journalism. In this form, it is believed that it will 
find a place in the medical world." 

Essentials of Refraction and the Diseases of the Eye 
by Edward Jackson, M. D., and Essentials of Diseases of the 
Nose and Throat, by E. Baldwin Gleason, M. D., constitute 
No. 14 of the instructive and useful set of books published by 
W. B. Saunders, of Philadelphia, known as Saunders' Ques- 
tion Compends. The one under consideration comprises S76» 
pages, fully illustrated and well written. It is almost a com- 
plete synopsis of the diseases of those important parts of the 
human system of which the authors treat. But an imprave- 
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tnent can be suggested in its contents and that is that the ear 
should have been included with the nose and throat. So in- 
timately are these three — nose, throat and ear — connected that 
it is almost impossible for any inflammatory disease to affect 
one without including the other two. The subject matter is 
nvell handled. 

The Transactions of the Michigan State Medical So- 
ciety for the year 1890 show that the meeting held at Grand 
Bapids, June 19 and 20, was an unusually interesting one, 
judging from the numerous good papers presented and the 
amount of discussion elicited. The society is to be congratula- 
ted upon its work and the publishing committee upon its early 
^nd complete presentation of the proceedings. 

Pamphlets Received. — We have received the following 
•during the past month and return our thanks therefor : Beit- 
rag Zur Kentniss der tertiser-syphilitischen Affectionen des 
Penis, von Dr. A. F. Buechler, (Aus der New Yorker Medi- 
^inische Monatsschrift, July, 1890) ; Constitution and By-Baws 
District Medical Society of Northwest Missouri adopted July 
10, 1890; Local Treatment of Diphtheria, by J. C. Mulhall, 
M. D. (From the American Journal of the Medical Sciences f 
Nov., 1889) ; Cure of the Falsetto Voice, by J. C. Mulhall, A. 
M., M. D., L.R.C.S.I. . (From the American Journal of the 
Medical Sciences, Aug., 1889.) ; De la Laryngite Tuberculeuse 
a Forme Scl6reuse et V6g6tante, par MM. le Dr. Gouguen- 
heim et J. Glover. (Extrait des Annales des Maladies de V 
Oreille et du Larynx, 1890) ; The Hodgen Suspension-Splint, 
by H. H. Mudd, M. D. (From the Medical News, May 10, 
1890) ; Hypodermic Medication in Diseases of the Eye, by 
Charles J. Lundy, A. M., M. D. (Detroit, 1890— From the 
a.uthor) ; Twelfth Annual Announcement of the Medical De- 
partment Arkansas /Industrial University. Session 1890 91; 
A Protest against the Supreme Court of Illinois, by the Plain- 
tiflf in the Case ; Clinical Reports on Arsenite of Copper, by 
John Aulde, M. D. (Reprinted from the Medical News, "Noy, 
^9, 1889) ; The Use of Rhus Toxicodendron, by John Aulde, M. 
D. (From the Medical and Surgical Reporter, Sept. 27, 1890) ; 
Arsenite of Copper — The Results of Collective Investigation, 
by John Aulde, M. D. (A paper presented to the Pa. State 
Med. Soc, June, 1890) ; On the Employment of the Cataphoric 
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Action of the Galvanic Current for the Removal of Syphilitic 
New-Growths, by Frank Woodbury, A. M., M. D. (From the 
Medical News^ June 21, 1890) ; On the Treatment of Eczema 
in Elderly People, by L. Duncan Bulkley, A. M., M. D. (Re- 
printed from Trans. Med. Soc. of N. Y., 1890); Is there a 
Fundamental Difference between the Contraction of the Heart 

I 

and Ordinary Striated Muscle? by Thomas J. Mays, M. D^ 
(Reprinted from Trans. College of Physicians and Surgeons 
Phila., May, 1890); Pulmonary Consumption among Firemen, 
by Thomas J. Mays, M. D. (Reprint from the Medical and 
Surgical Reporter); A Criticism of Willet's Operation for 
Talipes Calcaneus, by A. £. Judson, M. D. (Reprinted from 
the New York Medical Journal {or Aug. 23, 1890); I. The Pre- 
vention of the Short Leg of Hip Disease. II. The After-^ 
Treatment of Hip Disease, by A. B. Judson, M. D. (Reprinted 
from the Trans, of the American Orthopedic Ass. Sept., 1889.) 

Books Received. — The following books were received 
during the past month and will be reviewed in forthcoming: 
numbers of the Journal : 

Transactions of the Michigan State Medical Society,. 
Twenty-Fifth Annual Meeting, held in Grand Rapids, June 
19 and 20, 1890. 8vo, pp. 479. [Detroit : 0. S. Gully, Born- 
man & Co., printers, 1890. 

The Science and Art of Obstetrics, by Theophilus Parvin, 
M.D., LL.D. Second Edition, Revised«and Enlarged. 8vo, 
pp. 701, with 239 wood cuts and a colored plate. [Philadel* 
phia : Lea Brothers and Co., 1890. Price, leather, $5.25 ; 
cloth, $4.25. 

Saunders' Question Compends, Nos. 8 and 9. Essentials 
of Practice of Medicine. Arranged in the form of Questions* 
and Answers, prepared especially for Students of Medicine, 
by Henry Morris, M. D., with a very complete Appendix on 
the Examination of Urine, by Lawrence Wolff, M.D. 12mo.,^ 
pp. 368-66. [Philadelphia: W. B. Saunders, 1890. 

Mineral Springs and Health Resorts of California with a 
Complete Chemical Analysis of Every Important Mineral 
Water in the World, by Winslow Anderson, M. D. 8vo, pp. 
384. Illustrated. [San Francisco: The Bancroft Co., 1890. 
Price, $1.50. 

Transactions of the Medical Society of the State of Penn-^ 
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sylvania, at its Annual Session, 1889-90. Vol. XXI. 8vo, 
pp. 339. [PuWished by the Society, 1890. 

Medical Communications of the Massachusetts Medical 

Society. Vol. XV. No. 1, 1890., pp. 231-27. [Boston, 1890. 

Saunders' Pocket Medical Lexicon, by John M. Keating, 

M.D., and Henry Hamilton. 12mo, pp. 279. [Philadelphia, 

W. B. Saunders, 1890. 



JTlelattge. 

The District Medical Society of Northwest Missouri 
held its fall meeting at the Court House in St. Joseph, October 
9, last. 

The District Medical Society of Central Illinois will 
hold its fifteenth semi-annual meeting at Decatur, Tuesday^ 
Oct. 28 next. 

Some Bequests. — By the will of Mrs. Harriet M. Rem- 
ington, who died on August 23d, the Brooklyn Home for Con- 
sumptives receives $4,000, and the Brooklyn Eye and Ear 
Hospital $20,000. 

Ligature Silk has fallen under the ban of the tariff bill. 
Assistant Secretary Spaulding has informed the collector of 
customs at Boston that '^ligature silk "is in no sense silk 
thread, or sewing silk, and is clearly dutiable at the rate of 
fifty per cent, ad valorem, as a manufacture of silk. 

The International Congress of Otology, which was to 
have met in Florence, in September, 1892, has been post- 
poned to the week preceding the next International Medical 
Congress, and like this latter, will also be held in Rome. 

**The Turn of Life.*' — A subscriber to the Bristol Medico- 
Chirurgical Journal writes that recently in a form of proposal 
for life insurance the following was given as one portion of 
the applicant's family history : 

"^ Original number of sisters. .1. 

Age at death 55 about. 

Cause of death Eternal life. . Dr. 8. attended her» 
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The RoUa District Medical Society held its thirty-fourth 
semi-annual meeting at Rolla, Mo., Oct. 23 ai\d 24 last, with 
a fair attendance present. 

The First Italian Congress of Paediatrics was held in 
Rome during the month of October. Among the papers read 
were the following: *' Intubation of the Larynx," by Massei 
and Egidi ; ** Treatment of Diphtheria," by Coucetti; and 
** Pophylaxis of Ear Diseases in Children," by Cozzolino. 

What's in a Glass of Beer. — A writer in a German news- 
paper says the Pharmaceutical Record, has had the temerity to 
jot down the ingredients which go to make up a glass of beer 
in Germany. The pharmacopoeia of the beer barrel this 
scientific man sets forth in alphabetical order. We give the 
German nomenclature for fear of spoiling the brew. It con- 
sists, says the writer, of alcohol, althopfenol, aloe, belladonna, 
biercouleur, bilsenkraut, bitterklee, buchenspane, caraghen- 
moos, coloquinten, enzian, fichtennoneln, gogel, gelatine, 
glycerine, haselnuszspane, housenblase, herbstzeitlose, hop- 
fenaroma, hopfenbittersaure, Ignatiusbohne, ingwer, kamille, 
kartoffelzucker, kardobendictenkraut, kokelskorner, korian- 
der, lakritzensaft, laugensalz, malzextract, mettallsalze, mohn, 
moussirpulver, natron, nieszwurz, nux vomica, pikrinsaure, 
pottasche, quassia, reis salicysaure, schafgarbe, Spanischer, 
pfeffer, soda, starkezucker, starkemehl, strychnin, syrup, tan- 
nin, tausendguldenkraut, tischlerleim, wachholder, waldmeis- 
ter, weidenschalen, wermuth, zuckercoulor, etc. This is why 
we pass on lager, adds the Medical Record, 

A Suit for Libel. — The following appears in the Boston 
Medical and Svrgical Journal: One physician of Buffalo has 
brought suit against another for $25,000 damages for calling 
him a quack. The chief interest in the case lies in the fact 
that this much -used and often-abused word is now likely to be 
defined judicially. The plaintiff had called the defendant 
in consultation on a case of hernia, which he had treated by 
electricity. The relations between them became strained, 
for the plaintiff says that at a meeting of the County Medical 
and Surgical Society in the Iroquois Hotel on September 2, 
the defendant spoke of him thus : ** The use of electricity is 
now pr^icticed by a notorious quack of BuiBFalo for the cure of 



1890*] Melange. 317 

hernia. This quack pronounced the patient cured of hernia 
after treating him, and a few days afterward the patient was 
tnken with symptoms of strangulation." The words were 
reported and published in the Buffalo Medical and Surgical 
Journal by the secretary of the meeting. For these words 
the plaintiff wants (25,000 damages, and says he will sue the 
Medical and Surgical Journal^ which published the words in 
its October issue. Both parties in the suit are regular prac* 
titioners of medicine. 

An Epidemic of Twins. — In the telegraphic columns of 
the daily press a short time ago appeared the following dis* 
patch: ** The wife of John Beam, of Mitchellville, N. Y., 
aged sixty-five years, gave birth to twins Monday evening of 
last week. Her daughter, Mrs. Stratton, who lives in a neigh- 
boring township, presented her husband with twins the same 
evening. Mrs. Stratton's daughter Eva was married a year 
ago, and lives in Bradford. The friends of Mrs. Stratton and 
her mother were not yet through congratulating them over the 
interesting natal coincidence in their families when Mrs. Strat- 
ton received a letter from her son-in-law announcing that her 
daughter had given birth to twins herself on Monday evening.'^ 
A letter to a physician of Mitchellville elicited the reply that 
in regard to the first portion of the statement (that regarding 
Mrs. Bream and her daughter) the facts are as stated, but that 
the latter portion was merely hearsay, so far as he was con- 
cerned, and might or might not be true. 

Predisposition of Disease for the Right or Left 
Side. — Dr. E. Broussole remarks in the Oazette des Hdpitaux, 
that certain pathological conditions appear to have a predis- 
position for one side of the body, a circumstance which has 
attracted some attention heretofore. Thus we encounter club* 
foot more frequently on the right side than on the left. Tor- 
ticollis acts in the same manner. Neoplasms of the clavicle 
and of the scapula are found on the left side. The left seems 
to be particularly susceptible to the ostitis and periostitis 
which follows typhoid fever. Genu vulgum, varices and 
varicose ulcers are more often seen on the left side. Cephal- 
hsematoma has for its site of predilection the posterior and 
superior angle of the right parietal bone. Deviations of the 
nasal septum occur almost always on the right side. Dacry- 
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ocystitiB and lachrymal tumors occur moBt. often on the left. 
Simple or complicated harelip also occurs most often on the 
left side, congenital fissures of the velum palati following this 
rule. Dr. Loewenberg states (^France MidicaU) that, in ear 
diseases of an inflammatory type, the left ear is most affected 
in males, and the right in females ; or, if both are affected, 
the first one attacked was as above. 

The Mississippi Valley Medical Association held an 
unusually interesting meeting at Louisville on October 8, 9 
and 10. A large number of papers were read, but many on 
the programme could only be read by title on account of lack 
of time. An effort was made to divide the meeting into two 
sections — medical and surgical — but the Association promptly 
voted this down. It is to be hoped that in the future provi- 
sion will be made to afford each author an opportunity to 
read his paper. This Association has grown so large that a 
division into sections has become an absolute necessity, more 
especially when members are not promptly on time to atiend 
the meetings. The next meeting will be held in St. Louis, 
Dr. C. H. Hbghes, of that city, presiding. 

Some Homceopathic Remedies. — Dr. Robert Reyburn 
has had the curiosity to examine into the catalogue of a New 
York dealer in high potencies, and some very curious ^* finds " 
are the result. He has published the fruits of his labor in 
this direction, in the Journal of the American Medical Associa" 
tiony and among other things we find offered for sale are the 
following : Luna, or moonlight, pediculi, acarus scabiei, lach- 
ryma filia (young girls' tears), flavus irides (yellow ray of the 
spectrum), Brazilian cricket, adenia (glands from a case of 
Hodgkin's disease), albumenurea (renal albuman),anthracin, 
cockroach, stone of the kidney, lungs or bladder, cerulea 
irides (blue ray of the spectrum), rattlesnake, milk crust, 
electricitas, galvanismus, hippozinine (from glanders), lysein 
(from hydrophobic patients), osteo necrosis, rubrum irides 
(red ray of spectrum). Four varieties of cancer are furnished — 
of the breast, uterus, bowel and face. The testicle of fowl 
and left ovary of a woman are also utilized. The vendor of 
this nauseating trash says that the plan of sending grafts has 
been adopted, viz : '* If a graft is put into a vial filled with 
unmedicated pellets, and corked, the whole mass will be 
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medicated in half an hour.'' Farther down on the same page 
he says : *^ When a vial of medicine is nearly emptied, fill 
it with unmedicated pellets, and you will not have to pur- 
<;hase the remedy a second time." And, as we remarked 
upon a former occasion, we are supposed to be living in the 
nineteenth century ! 

A Novel Feature in Dispensary Service. — One of the 
latest additions in the way of dispensary service in this city, 
«ays the Cincinnati Med. Jour,^ is one of the well known 
churches in which the pastor announces in his bulletin that 
he has fitted up in connection with his study a completely 
equipped dispensary for the use of members of his church 
who desire treatment and that a well known eye and ear 
«urgeon will render all necessary medical attendance. This 
is truly a new and novel feature in connection with the ad- 
ministration of the gospel, and the only inference to be drawn 
from the departure is that the pastor concedes the fact that 
he makes some of the members of his congregation sick, or 
that the surgeon in charge is desirous of obtaining a little 
free advertising through the agency of what is familiarly 
known as the *' church Advertising Dodge.*' 

Mortality in European Troops. — The London cor- 
respondent of the Journal of the American Medical Association 
states that some curious statistics of longevity have just been 
published by the German Government. It appears that in 
1888 there were ninety-one persons in Prussia who were over 
a hundred years old, and between 1864 and 1888 upwards of 
seven thousand persons of over a hundred died, and of these 
one hundred and fifty were more than one hundred and nine. 

Some details have just been published on the relative 
mortality amongst European troops during time of peace. 
As one might suppose, the Spanish troops give the highest, 
standard of mortality, and that not because the soldiers are 
weakly so much as the sanitary arrangements are inadequate 
or neglected. The deaths represent 13 in a thousand. Russia 
comes next, but the interval is large. The mortality is about 
^ in the thousand. Then follows the Italians with 7.74. So 
far the series is almost as a shrewd observer might guess it 
would be. What follows is more perplexing and more inter- 
esting. Austrian, French, English, Belgian and German ; 
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that iB the order. In rotiiid noinbers the deaths of Austrian 
soldiers are in the thousand 7, of French 6, of English a little 
over 5, of Belgian a little over 4, and of Germans a little under 
4. This is a great triumph for the Germans, the more so a» 
the largeness of their army ensures a certain reliability in 
their statistics. One other detail is given. The ravages of 
consumption are enormously greater in the case of the Brit- 
ish army than of any other nationality. In this case tho 
French are the most favored. 

.Murder of an Asylum Physician. — Dr. George W» 
Lloyd, an assistant superintendent at the King's County In- 
sane Asylum, Flatbush, New York, was shot and killed 
almost instantly^ October 10, by an escaped lunatic (Jour. Am^ 
Med, A%9,)^ who had been at large some months and who had 
returned to the asylum, armed with two pistols, with the 
avowed purpose of murdering as many as possible of the of- 
ficials who had been concerned in his former detention. Ho 
had no special antipathy against the slain physician, less in 
fact than against Iwo or more others, but meeting Dr. Lloyd 
first, he shot him and sought to escape, without carrying oui 
further his murderous designs. Dr. Lloyd was an able and 
promising phyictan, whose early cutting off is peculiarly 
tragical and painful, and none the less so, if it be true, as is 
alleged that the authorities did not exercise due vigilance in 
following up their escaped charges and were content to report 
the facts of the escapes, and to enter them upon their records 
as patients discharged. This sad event may prove a salutory 
lesson to our alienists in regard to the escape of dangerous 
inmates from their asylums. 

Sour Milk and Thunder. — The following paragraph from 
the British Medical Journal has been going the rounds, but is 
still worthy of reproduction : The effect of thunder storms in 
turning milk sour is a matter of constant observation in every 
household. It is not certainly known to what element in tho 
air, this souring action on milk is to be directly attributed, 
and most people are content to ascribe it to ^'electricity in the 
air." An Italian savanty Professor G. Tolomei, has lately 
made some experiments with the view of elucidating this 
question. He found that the passage of an electric current 
directly through the milk not only did not hasten but actually 
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delayed acidulation, milk so treated not becoming sour until 
from the sixth to the ninth day, whereas milk not so electri- 
fied became markedly acid on the third day. When, how- 
ever, the surface of a quantity of milk was brought close under 
the two balls of a Holtz machine the milk soon became sour, 
and this effect he attributes to the ozone generated, for when 
the dischaige was silent the milk soured with greater rapidity 
than when the discharge was explosive, in the former case 
more ozone than in the latter. The souring of milk is gener- 
ally attributed to the growth of a ferment (bacterium), which 
converts the milk sugar into lactic acid. It is possible, then, 
that the presence of ozone in the air, overlying the milk hast- 
ens the growth and multiplication of the bacterium. The 
£rst observation — namely, the retardation of souring by the 
passage of a current through the milk — may be a point of 
practical importance to milk traders. Any methods of pre- 
serving milk from its first retrogressive changes, which does 
not involve the addition of extraneous substances (antiseptics) 
to the milk, and which is at the same time cheap, effective, 
and not likely to prove injurious to the consumer, is sure to 
be welcomed at a time when milk is sent long distances to 
market, and is often stored for a considerable time before it 
reaches the consumer. 

Death of Dr. Fallen. — Dr. Montrose A. Fallen of New 
York, died on October Ist^ of heart dicease, aged fifty-four. 
Dr. Fallen was born January 2, 1836, in Vicksburg, Miss. 
His father, a Virginian, was Frofessor of Obstetrics in the St. 
Louis Medical College for twenty-seven years. Dr. Fallen re- 
ceived his medical education at the St. Louis University, 
from which he graduated in 1853. He studied medicine in 
the medical department of the same institution, and received 
his degree in March, 1856. He spent two years in the medical 
schools and hospitals of London, Faris, and Berlin, and then 
settled in St. Louis. 

During the war Dr. Fallen was medical director of General 
Wise's Legion in 1861, of General William J. Hardee's army 
corps in 1862, and later of the Department of Mississippi un- 
til February, 1863. Subsequently he was sent to Canada by 
the Confederate Government to report on the condition of the 
Confederate prisoners on Johnson's Island. He returned to 
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Richmond in 1864, went to Paris, and obtained surgical and 
medical supplies for the Confederate armies. He was sent to 
Montreal again, but was captured on his way back to the 
South and held on parole in New York until the end of the war. 
He was Professor of Gynsecology in the Humboldt Medical 
College in 1866-67 ; Adjunct Professor of Obstetrics in the St. 
Louis Medical College 1869-68; Professor of Gynaecology in the 
St. Louis College of Physicians and Surgeons in 1869-70 ; 
Professor of Anatomy in the Missouri Medical College, 1871- 
72 ; and Professor in the Medical Department of the Univer- 
sity of the City of New York, 1874.82. In 1883 he assisted in 
forming the Post-Graduate Medical College in New York. He 
also served as surgeon to the Charity Hospital. 

Dr. Pallen was widely known as a writer for medical peri- 
odicals, and published many articles on obstetrical and gynae- 
cological subjects. He was amember of the American Medical 
and the New York Journal and Library Association, and of 
the New York County Medical, the New York Obstetrical, 
and the New York Neurological Society. 

The Renaissance oi Therapeutics. — Dr. .John Kent 
Spender has faith in therapeutics and he states, in the Practi- 
tioner that, within a period of fifty years, corresponding pretty 
nearly to the reign of Victoria, there have been great changes 
in therapeutic art and practice. Some of our methods are so 
transformed that the art itself seems almost new ; others are 
guided to new ends ; and the scope of not a few is much en- 
larged. Let us go back half a century, and bring to memory 
(if possible) our medical poverty in and about 1840. Crying 
suflferers entreated us, and we could only confess our impotence 
to help them. Diseases were called incurable simply because 
we had no means of curing tbem. There were whole domains 
of work in which we seemed no better off than Scott's north 
country doctor, who boasted of his ** twa simples of calamy and 
laudamy." And we were chilled by that ** therapeutic nihilism" 
which began in the school of Vienna, and has infected a large 
number of practitioners in all parts of the world. 

Pathology was in great fashion between 1845 and 1870,and 
medical energy ran strongly in the direction of necropsies and 
microscopes. Diagnosis was deified and worshipped ; a post- 
mortem examination which showed a doctor to be right was 
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'more esteemed than a recovery which showed him to be wrong; 
morbid anatomy was a passport to fame. To demonstrate a 
<[i8ease had a more striking note of glory than ability to cure 
it. So recently as 1861 a New York journalist uttered the re- 
proach that therapeusis had lingered far behind all other 
"branches of medical research. If Nature did not surrender 
her secrets of healing, it was too much trouble to wrestle and 
make her declare them. If we were ignorant; we pleaded the 
parsimony of natural laws and forces. A more humane phil- 
osophy altered the whole current of professional thought. Dr. 
Xatham declared that the treatment of diseases is part of their 
pathology. Sir Thomas Watson inaugurated the first meeting 
of the Clinical Society by an address in which he chided the 
profession for vagueness and want of earnestness in the use of 
drugs ; trying one thing after another, and going about without 
landmarks or beacons. Sir Thomas Watson's challenge has 
had a most bracing effect. The laughing scepticism of the 
other day is out of court. We employ our therapeutic posses- 
sions as if we trusted them ; we lean upon the rock of physio- 
logical experiment and steady observation. The doubter and 
€Corner are still among us, but they lie in ambush as if 
ashamed. 

Orthodox Prescribing. — The Provincial Medical Journal 
istates that fashion in medicine is a very old theme and dates 
back to the time of Hippocrates, and we need not go any 
further. Dr. Broadbent, at the British Medical Association, 
alluded to the rage for new drugs which seemed to have taken 
possession of the profession, and at the Leeds Pharmaceutical 
<7ongre8S the president dilated on the same theme. Mr. 
Umney said : 

It is fashionable with some to prescribe medicines in the 
most concentrated form in which the ingredients are com- 
patible, regardless of potency. While none can reasonably 
expect to go back to those days when each dose of medicine 
was consigned to the patient in a separate vial, still many 
oan prove that the practice of prescribing concentrated medi- 
oines is not without danger to the public — arising out of an 
inability to measure an exact small medicine dose. In this 
fashion of undue concentration the pharmacist is most deeply 
plunged; indeed, it is difficult to be persuaded that he him- 



324 Editorial Dbpartmbnt. [November 

self has not largely contributed in bringing it about. Every* 
thing now-a-days must be concentrated, not to such an extent 
that experience and knowledge of chemical substances, druga 
and menstrua would indicate might be resorted to, so that in 
the processs of manufacture, subsequent storing, or use, na 
variation from an official standard, when the preparation ia 
diluted would result. No, this will not do ; but a concentra* 
tion of two or three times over and above that which may 
with safety be practiced is now an every-day requirement. 
'' Elegant pharmacy "has something to answer for, its pro- 
ducts having been appreciated by the eye and palate of the- 
public, without corresponding advantage to the physician in 
continuing his art of prescribing ready*made physic, which i» 
increasing to such an extent as to be positively alarming, is a 
delusion and a snare to those who desire to retain their art of 
orthodox prescribing. This practice, which is increasing by 
leaps and bounds, has been condemned by a leading London 
physician of half-a-century's experience, who writes: 

There has grown up a habit of prescribing readj-made physic,, 
of asing compounds which contain a variety of drags, each naving 
different properties — a practice in which there is mental proclivity 
to regard the disease as suitable to the physic rather than to take 
the trouble to find a remedy that is suitable for the disease. Thia 
system is un practicable, unscientific and least calculated to promote 
a knowledge of the medicinal legitimate use of medicine. In fact^ 
the art of writing a national prescription is in danger of being lost. 

Orthodox prescribing is whatever the profession wants, and 
pharmaceutical chemists are wise in following out orthodoxy.. 

Prophylaxis of Impotence in Olden Times. — The Med^ 
ical Record is responsible for the following: A favorite method 
of revenge practiced by a discarded lover, in ancient timea 
in France, was to conjure impotence upon his successful 
rival. All that was necessary was to take a linen thread or a 
skein of flax and knot it in a peculiar way known to those 
who* cultivated the black arts, singing at the same time a^ 
curse upon the victini. The latter would then find himself 
in a sad predicament, powerless to consummate the marriage- 
which he had entered into. But the remedy was always at 
hand, for the bride and groom had but to repair to the priest 
and kneel before him side by side in such a way that the 
hip, knee and elbow of the one pressed so closely against tho 
same parts of the other that the finger could not be insinuated 
between them. This was useful as a remedy, but the husband 
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might avert the calamity entirely and dissolve the spell if he 
had reason to fear that it had been imposed upon him. The 
way to do this was simply to urinate through the wedding 
ring, which had, of course, been blessed during the marriage 
ceremony. 

Influence of the Chinese in spreading Leprosy. — Mr. 
Jonathan Hutchinson in a communication to the Journal of 
the Leprosy Investigation Committee gives it as his opinion that 
diet has much to do with the spread of leprosy and incident- 
slly refers to the influence the Chinese have exerted in 
spreading this disease. He goes on to state that it is in the 
present day generally acknowledged that Chinese immigra- 
tion entails a great risk of the introduction of leprosy, and 
favors its increase in places where it already exists. The 
facts seem clear upon this point. It has been introduced into 
California, and it has been much increased in the Sandwich 
Islands. In former times the negro races appeared to stand 
in the same relation to the disease that the Chinese do now. 
Seireral theories may be advanced in explanation of this dan- 
ger attaching to special races. It may be said at once that it 
is clearly not to be explained by hereditary transmission, for 
neither the negroes formerly, nor the Chinese now, have been 
perniitted to intermarry with other races to any appreciable 
extent. The suspicion that vaccination has been the means 
of spreading the disease, in the case of the Sandwich Islands, 
has been entertained. In the days when negroes are credited 
with having introduced the malady into America, there was 
no vaccination. Direct contagion or infection are, of course, 
the easiest and most obvious suggestions which can be 
offered. Here, however, we are met by the large mass of 
evidence which discredits the idea of contagion altogether, 
and with the entire absence, in a large proportion of the 
oases, of any proof of special exposure. It has been pointed 
out, also, by medical men resident in the districts from which 
the emigrants had proceeded, that the disease was prevalent 
there only to a moderate extent, and was not on the increase. 
Thus we appear to have to confront the fact that the China- 
man who was not a source of contagion at home became so 
in the Sandwich Islands. A very important general observa- 
tion is to be made here to the effect that nieither the negroes 
nor the Chinese have ever been credited with carrying the 
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disease far inland. It is only in some special places, and 
chiefly in islands and on seacoasts, that they have caused the 
disease to spread. For instance, a certain number of Chin- 
ese, some of them lepers, have come into England and other 
parts of Europe, but they have not introduced leprosy. It 
is only in places situated as the Sandwich Islands are^ that 
they have been successful. Those who believe that leprosy 
is a disease of which the germs are received into the body in 
connection with food, have an explanation wholly different 
from any implying either infection or contagion. They sug- 
gest that whenever an immigrant race takes with it leprosy,, 
that inquiries should be made as to whether any noveltiee^ 
have been introduced in the way of food. Such inquiries be- 
come especially pertinent in the case of the Chinese, wha 
are a race of cooks, and who wherever they go become the 
food-caterers of the district. Gardening, poultry rearing, and 
fishing are a Chinaman's natural vocations, and he will cook 
and eat almost everything that has had life. There is no 
improbability in the supposition that the Chinese may have^ 
introduced into the Sandwich Islands novelties in the way ot 
food, and especially in reference to shell-fish and fish. This 
hypothesis would explain how it is that the Chinese introduce^ 
the disease only into certain places and fail entirely in others. 

Antisepticism to the Bitter End. — We cannot refrain 
from culling the following amusing bit of ridicule which 
appears in the Medical and Surgical Reporter, The extremes 
to which the adherents of antiseptics have gone has induced 
a writer in the Journal de Mideeine to give the following ad- 
vice to young practitioners : 

On rising in the morning, take a full bath of soap and 
water; the S3rubbing should extend to the most private 
parts. Persons with a full head of hair should have it epi- 
lated every month, for it has been demonstrated that the 
hairs furnish shelter to quantities of microbes. The same 
precautions are necessary for the beard and other hairy 
regions of the body. The eye-brows and eye-lashes being^ 
indispensable to the hygiene of the eyes, should be respected 
but they should be well scrubbed every morning with Va» 
Swieten's solution. The nasal cavities should be carefully 
swabbed out ; it would even be prudent to stuff them during 
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the day with iodoform gauze, as respiration can go on quite 
well by the mouth. 

The ears should be carefully douched by a specialist 
familiar with the direction of the external auditory passage ; 
and it would be wise also, with double-current catheter to 
wash out the middle ear through the Eustachian tube. The 
mouth being a frightfully septic cavity, it should be divested 
of all useless ornaments. The teeth should be extracted and 
replaced by artificial teeth, which the physician should wear 
as little aa possible, and only to eat with, or when he goes to 
see his female patients ; at other times these little masticatory 
apparatus should be soaking in a strong carbolic solution. 
It will also be advisable to make every morning a thorough 
lavement of the stomach and rectum, for these cavities often 
emit gases which breed bacteria, one of which may infect 
several patients. 

The carriage in which the physician visits his patients 
should every morning be washed inside and out in a full 
stream of water in the presence of the master, who should 
superintend the work of his ignorant servants, and the wheels 
should be well greased with carbolized oil changed every 
eight days. A spray-producer should be placed under the 
coachman's seat and keep up a constant antiseptic vapor 
inside the carriage. The carriage-box should be replaced by 
a drying stove, which should be always in operation. When- 
ever the physician has occasion to visit one of his lying-in 
patients, he should change his clothes and place those that 
he has taken off in the stove in question. The same garment 
should never be worn in the sick-room of two consecutive 
patients without being disinfected. If accidentally one of 
the wheels touches any excrement, it should be at once 
washed. It would be well to have the wheels made of iron, 
so as to be disinfected by the flame after such an accident. 

Whenever the physician enters a patient's house, he will 
take care to demand immediately a pair of rubber slippers, 
which he will put off on leaving the house; otherwise his 
boots will become impregnated from the carpet with a pro- 
digous quantity of microbes. He will also take pains not to 
shake hands with any one, for this would be to invite infec- 
tion by such contact. Whenever a patient has died of any 
affection supposed to be microbic, the physician should 
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abstain from all visits for at least a week, which should be 
spent on top of the Eiffdl tower or near his mother-in-law, 
both of which have recently been classed among the best 
microbicides. 

From time to time the physician may dine in company, 
but he will be served apart on a little table, so as not to be 
infected by contact with neighbors. He must eat with his 
fingers, because the disinfecting stove is not yet used for 
keeping the silver, which may therefore be covered with 
micro-organisms. He may, however, bring with him his 
dishes and other implements for eating previously disin- 
fected. He should abstain from all food that has not been 
boiled, and drink only distilled liquors. 



local Znebtcal ZHatters* 

The Local Physicians will soon begin the preliminaries 
for an active campaign to raise funds and appoint committees 
for the entertainment of the members of the Mississippi Val- 
ley Medical Association, which meets here next year. 

The Medical Colleges have, all of them, large classes, 
if we are to judge from the reports emanating from their re- 
spective official sources. While some of the figures given 
evince a bullish tendency, there is no doubt that there is, in 
general, an increased attendance. We are glad to see this 
sign of recognition of St. Louis as a medical center, and ex- 
pect ere long to see the fondest expectations of every college 
realized. 

The Harmony which is springing up among our local 
physicians is not surprising, as all ought to be more or less 
satisfied with the outlook. When we consider the number of 
medical colleges here, the numerous physicians connected 
with them, and the paucity of ^' outsiders," satisfaction should 
reign supreme. The only element which we see that might 
mar this beautiful state of affairs is the political feature. 
The various medical societies will soon have their annual 
elections for officers, and this will, of course, lead to a great 
deal of wire-pulling, disappointments and heart burnings. 
We hope that the defeated ones, however, will not be dis- 
gruntled, but hope for better luck next time. 
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President's Address, made to the American Rhinological 
Association at its meeting in Louisville, Ky., Oct. 8, 1890. 
By A. G. HoBBS, M. D., Atlanta, Ga. 

Gentlemen. — The American Rhinological Association, 
through its President, most cordially welcomes each of you to 
its eighth annual session. It can point with pride to the pro- 
gramme before you for the next three days' deliberations. 
Some of its best members, as you will see by the programme, 
have signified their willingness and desire to lead discussions 
on the different subdivisions of rhinology, and thus give you 
an opportunity to discuss the whole subject, and at the same 
time confine your remarks to the point in hand. 

We have met to-day to interchange views of mutual inter- 
est, to profit by each other's experience and observations, and, 
not least, to enjoy that social intercourse which fosters a 
more mutual friendship. One man's thoughts and experi- 
irents may be directed during the year in some special direc- 
tion and the result may be that he has gained many new 
points that would never occur to him who is looking in 
another direction, and yet both may have reached equally 
valuable results. What would be more natural than that 
those two should come together and exchange the knowledge 
thus gained by each ? If this be true of two, then is it not 
equally true that many should come together for the purpose 
of making a broader exchange of such acquired knowledge? 
This interchange of views raises us out of the ruts that all of 
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us are liable to fall into during the year of busy practice, 
and when we return to our consultation rooms we will find 
ourselves making additions to our armamentarium, and who 
of us can say we have not thus improved it ? The chances 
are that it will be bettered by being simplified as we discard 
some things and add others. Conservatism should not be too 
rigidly adhered to in an advancing science. Mind can not 
rub against mind, and experience against experience without 
evolving, at least bringing to light, some spark of truth. 

It has been said that the work and study of a specialist 
renders him narrow-minded, and I do not doubt that there is 
a grain of truth in the charge in some instances, but it does 
not follow that it is necessarily so. It need not be if he al- 
lows himself, at least, a recreation in the study of other 
branches than his own, that he may keep himself, in a general 
way, abreast with their rapid advancement. In order that 
one may be a successful specialist, I will say in any branch it 
is neccessary that he should have had some experience in 
general practice and this presupposes that he has studied all 
the branches, in other words that his house has been well 
builded in all of its parts before the cupola — his specialty — 
could have a firm basis. The other parts should not be wholly 
neglected because it is through them that the cupola has been 
reached and by them it must be supported. The larger and 
the more magnificent the tower grows, the more perfect must 
be the repair of the whole structure. The mountaineer scans 
the broad plain and the surrounding peaks from his own 
elevated position that he may the better understand his im- 
mediate surroundings, so should the specialist be familiar 
with the broad subject of general medicine and surgery, and, 
at least, look occasionally into the other specialties that he 
may the better know his own. We know the great amount of 
study that is required of us if we would keep abreast in our 
own line, and do we not know also that the other specialties 
require as much ? How then can the specialist allow himself 
to become narrowed when he has an appreciation of the 
amount of work necessary to others ? The mere recognition 
of this fact will broaden and expand him and give him a higher 
regard for his colleagues in other lines of work. Hence, I 
think a specialist is not narrow-minded necessarily, and be- 
comes so only as he allows the cupola to grow disproportion- 
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ately, or as he allows himself to become myopic and ceases 
to scan the broad plains and surrounding hill tops. 

We are thought by our confreres, especially the general 
practitioners, to be warped and narrow-minded to such an ex- 
tent that we can see a mote in the organs that we treat but can 
not see a beam in any other organ, for example ; they think 
we are prone to consider all reflex neuroses about the head 
and chest as due to some nasal hypertrophy or neoplasm Just 
as they think the oculists consider all headaches due to some 
error of refraction. Perhaps these opinions of us have had 
some foundation ; those spwcialists who are always riding hob- 
bies may have given rise to them. Because we find many 
brow aches and facial neuralgias due to nasal causes, it does 
not follow that all brow aches and facial neuralgias have their 
origin in the nasal cavity. Because we find many cases of 
asthma and more of hay fever resulting from nasal reflexes, it 
does not follow that every such combination of symptoms has 
such an etiology. 

As a matter of fact we know that many headaches are cured 
only by glasses ; we know that about 75% of asthmas have no 
apparent connection with the nose ; we know that not all the 
cases of facial or even frontal neuralgias are due to nasal occlu. 
sion ; we know that we even meet with cases of hay fever 
where the nasal mucous membrane does not seem to be con- 
nected with the neurosis. We must then be able to distinguish 
the beam from the mote and clear ourselves of these imputa- 
tions of our confreres. 

No branch of medicine or surgery can be an entity. All 
branches lean upon and depend upon each other more or less. 
Then it should be, not altogether for recreation or for admira- 
tion that we read about the rapid strides that other special 
branches are making, but for the purpose of advancing our own, 
because some new thought advanced upon another line may 
be aptly applied in our own woik. 

When we think of the rapid advances in the other branches 
during the last decade we may well ask ourselves, are we keep- 
ing up? are we advancing as rapidly as others who are pursu- 
ing diflerent lines of thought and work ? I should say, yes ; 
— we are accomplishing results — not so much by the perfor- 
mance of brilliant and dangerous operations on rare cases, but 
by the perfection of detail in the many cases. For example, 
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the incurable haj asthma of a decade ago has become sixty 
per cent, curable to-day, and more than this^in a large propor- 
tion of the remaining forty per cent, life is rendered tolerable 
during the attacks. Perhaps even this percentage of cures 
would be greatly raised if all patients were as persistent in de- 
siring a cure as they are determined to have their annual trip 
to the mountains. We all know of many hay asthmatics who 
harbor their infirmities as sweet morsels — they will not be 
cheated out of their summer holidays, many again are so afraid 
of a little pain that they only apply to us during their attacks 
for temporary relief. To the American Rhinological Associa- 
tion is due much of the honor of these results in hay asthma, 
not that its Fellows, to my knowledge,have ever found the an- 
teriorj middle and posterior tender areas, but they have 
reached the results without finding them. 

We look with admiration and wonder at only 3.3 per cent, 
of deaths in 1000 ovariotomies ; at the rapidly lessening mor- 
tality of kidney extirpation ; at the accurate diagnosis of gall 
stones and their successful extraction from the gall bladder ; 
at the splendid results in compound fractures under antisep- 
tics ; at the still increasing percentage of cases in suprapubic 
lithotomy ; at 980 good resnlts in 1000 cataract operations ; 
and we wonder still more when we see the brain itself invaded 
for a tumor whose position has been accurately diagnosed from 
the symptoms. But after all the sum told of the good done 
by all the specialties and particularly by our own, lies, not in 
the major operations but in the minor ills, of which we see 
scores every day. By looking toward perfection in the minutiae 
— in the detail of the management of every-day ailments we 
will accomplish more good in the aggregate than by perform- 
ing one brilliant operation each week. 

It is that class of cases that formerly went untreated, or 
was unsuccessfully treated, or was unrecognized as a fac- 
tor in the etiology of grave sequelae, which comprises the great 
mass of our work. 

How can each of us do his part in our specialty in keeping 
it up with, if, not in the van of all others ? Each of us by 
habituating himself to accurate and painstaking observations 
and then recording them can add his mite to the good of the 
whole. We should make conscientious reports of our inter- 
esting cases. An elaborate report including an analysis of the 
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whole literature of the subject is not necessary, indeed it is 
not such papers that are always read with the greatest inter- 
est. A short straightforward discription of aninteresting case, 
or an epitome of a number of every-day cases with the treat- 
ment and results will add to the great aggregate of valuable 
observations and assist our specialty, which is yet in its infan- 
cy, to a higher development. Let it not be imagined that it is 
labor lost, the seed will not always fall in waste places ; if it 
contains a germ of truth, you will ere long see it growing and 
developing. 

In making advancements and improvements in our oper- 
ations and modes of treatment we should not neglect simpli- ' 
city, indeed everything else being equal the operation that is 
simplest and the most painless is the best and the mode of 
treatment that is the least formidable is to be preferred. 
Many nervous persons and children may be successfully 
treated or operated on who would be frightened away from 
the consultation room of him who has not learned that a great 
show of instruments and a bombastic display of knowledge is 
expected only of the beginner in surgery. The most timid 
child may have his tonsils clipped or a nasal polypus re- 
moved before he knows it if his mother has been fortunate 
enough to first consult an operator of tact instead of one who 
desires to make a display before he has reached an operation 
that he will, probably, never be allowed to perform. If the 
patient dreads an operation that is not urgent, a simple spray 
or a painless local application should complete the first treat- 
ment, or the second or the third, doing a little niore each time 
till his confidence is gained, then, without any announcement, 
do what is to be done. In this way many patients and es- 
pecially many children, will be effectually treated, who, if 
dealt with otherwise at the first consultation would never re- 
turn. Operations — nasal and pharyngeal operations — should 
not be made to appear formidable and painful, because under 
cocaine but few of them are either, at least unbearably so. 
Operations in the nasal cavity are often less painful, than th^ 
after-treatments. The urgency is so great, however, in those 
cases that are necessarily done under a general ansesthetic 
that it ceases to be a matter of choice as to whether the oper- 
ation shall or shall not be made. 

One of the weak points of a specialist is his proneness to 
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depend too much on local treatment. This is more likely to 
be the fault of him who has not passed through a general 
practice as a stepping-stone, indeed it is the chief argument 
against a young graduate going at once into a specialty. 

But even those of us who have not committed this sin are 
not exempt from this penchant. The constitution, the hab- 
its, the vitality, the heredity, the age, the sex should all de- 
termine the general advice, as well as the general medication, 
we give to our patients, even when a distinct dyscrasia does 
not point plainly and unmistakably to the absolute necessity 
of a constitutional in connection with a local treatment. 

The future of the American Bbinological Association, gen- 
tleman, lies with you — with the better class of its members. 
You can make it an honor and a credit to yourselves — you 
can make it the greatest factor in the advancement of rhin- 
ology in the country. 

If each of its best members will only consider that the fu- 
ture of the Assocation depends upon his own labors in its be- 
half, its success is assured. The Association should have 
more members, more members whose work is more strictly 
rhinological, and I use the term in its broadest sense, which 
includes the upper air passages from the pharynx to the tym- 
panum. There is an abundance of good material among those 
who devote, at least, a great deal of their time to our specialty 
that would gladly join hands with us in sustaining our Asso- 
ciation, with honor and credit, if we, who are already in, will 
but show our own interest and a determination to work for its 
advancement. If the Fellows of this Association will do what 
they can easily do, and do it too with benefit to themselves, 
they can bring it to the point that no rhinologiat within a 
thousand miles of its place of convening can afibrd to absent 
himself from its deliberations. Isolated as we are in our 
oflBces during long hours of the day, having but few oppor- 
tunities of meeting with or consulting our colleagues, it be- 
comes not only necessary that we should have an annual 
meeting for the purpose of exchanging observations, experi- 
ences, and social greetings to lift us out of the ruts of a daily 
routine, but it becomes also a great recreation and pleasure. 



The South Kansas District Medical Society held a 
very successful meeting November 19, last, in Peabody. 
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Clinical Heports. 

Injuries op the Skull. By C. W. Watts, M. D., Aux 
Vasse, Mo. 

Having had the misfortune to treat a good many injuries 
of the skull, during the war, and since, I will furnish you 
with a few facts concerning the results of said injuries. Prof. 
Gross and others are very plain and systematic in their 
description of compression and concussion of the brain as 
results of fracture of the cranium, from severe strokes applied 
to the skuU, or from falls upon the head. They also furnish 
a very sensible outline of treatment. But in no work on 
Surgery that I have read (and I have read a good many in 
the last thirty years) do I find a description of the combined 
effects of these two accidents or injuries. It is true we may 
have only compression, or concussion existing as a result of 
direct or indirect injury; but none of these authors are 
explicit enough in describing the symptoms of the two com- 
bined. And no surgeon of any extended experience has 
failed to observe frequently the results of both in the same 
patient. Experience has taught me that some very grave 
results have followed the too careless diagnosis of brain and 
meningeal injuries. We are aware of the fact that the injury 
is often so severe as to render obscure and sometimes impos- 
sible a clear diagnosis ; but we only speak of the possibilities 
in this article. It pays the surgeon and physician to study 
the features of these troubles, well and closely, before he 
ventures an opinion and acts upon that opinion. Do not 
operate until you know what you are doing, and then do not 
be governed too much by what your assistants may think. 
After you are satisfied as to what is necessary to be done, do 
it at once, if your patient is ready. Operate carefully; 
fiwiftly, yet with due caution, and without precipitate haste. 
Be conservative — destroy as little as possible. We have no 
patience with a reckless surgeon, or with one who loves to cut 
because it makes him look as if he knew something. Many 
legs, arms, and skulls have been sacrificed to the too precipi- 
tate action of the surgeon. ^' Haste makes waste " in sur- 
gery, as often as ** delays are dangerous." 
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Bat forgive this digression. We are glad that there are 
but few such surgeons in our noble profession. They, like 
the *' morning glory," are short-lived. 

In 1876, I.was called to see a young man, aged 21 years, 
son of Mr. L., of Clinton Co., Mo. He had been kicked 
near the right parietal bos by a fractious horse. Drs. J. and 
B. had been with him for several hours. I found a large 
tumor on the side of the head, with but slight abrasion and 
no external wound. Young Mr. L. was comatose, with ster- 
torous breathing. The doctors refused to let me operate, 
saying that the young man was getting better and that there 
was no fracture of the skull. I insisted on operating, but 
they would not consent. I was called again at 8 a. m., and 
found the young man still unconscious. Against the opinions 
of the doctors and with the consent of his parents, I placed 
him on the table, made a crucial incision, opened it up well 
down to the bone and trephined the bone. I found a large 
piece of the internal table resting in the brain. The piece of 
bone had cut a small artery. The young man revived after 
the operation, but died from haemorrhage and the result of 
the injury to the cerebral substance. 

Now, in this case, the diagnosis was correct, though 
arrived at without any external help. The sacculation was so 
great beneath the scalp as to preclude any definite conclusion 
as to whether there was a fracture or not. There was the 
result both of compression and concussion with direct injury 
to the brain substance. 

In 1886, I was called to see Mr. S., aged 23 years. He 
had been struck over the head with a loaded cane or whip 
stock, three weeks previously. His symptoms consisted of a 
small tumor in the space of the anterior fontanelle. There 
was no abrasion of the skin and no sigh of external injury to 
the bone, save the scalp tumor. He was sleepy and disposed 
to sit around with his eyes half closed. There was loss of 
memory, impaired vision, sometimes double vision, with 
total blindness at other times. The doctors thought there 
was not much the matter. 

After an operation, I found a clot resting on the corpus 
thalamus and striatum, and effusion of serum. He recovered 
entirely in six months. Here there were both concussion and 
compression with effusion. But I will not trouble you far- 
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ther than to say that we put the young man upon antiphlog- 
istic treatment with medicines to aid absorption and tone up 
the system. 

Happy indeed is that surgeon who is so fortunate as to 
form a correct diagnosis. The symptoms will point out the 
difficulty if carefully studied, clearly collected, and systemat- 
ically arranged. 



The American Public Health Association will hold its 
eighteenth annual meeting at Charleston, S. C, December 16^ 
17, 18 and 19. The President is Dr. Henry B. Baker, of 
Michigan; Dr. Joseph H. Raymond, of Brooklyn, N. Y.,is 
Secretary ; Dr. H. B. Hoelbeck is Chairman of the Committee 
of Arrangements. The subjects selected for consideration at 
that meeting will be as follows: '* House Architecture; "^ 
'* Heating, Lighting, Drainage and Ventilation ;"'* Sewage 
Disposal; " ''Marine Sanitation ;" **Control of Tuberculosis;'^ 
"Isolation Hospitals;" '* Establishments in favorable Cli- 
mates for persons predisposed to Tuberculosis ; *' " Schools 
for Children ; " *' Sanatoria : '' " Permanent Residences,'* etc. 

International Congress of Hygiene. — We have received 
a letter from Dr. JohnS. Billings, of the permanent committee, 
who informs us that he has been requested by the Hon. Sec- 
retaries of the Committee of Organization of the Seventh In- 
ternational Congress of Hygiene and Demography, to call at- 
tention to the fact that this Congress will be held in London 
during the week beginning August 10, 1891. The govern- 
ments of all countries and municipalities and all Public 
Health Authorities, Universities, Colleges and Societies occu- 
pied in the study of the sciences, more or less immediately 
connected with Hygiene, are invited to cooperate and appoint 
delegates to represent them at the Congress. The Prince of 
Wales will preside. A Committee of Organization has been 
formed of which Sir Douglas Galton is chairman and Prof. 
W. H. Canfield and Mr. Shirley F. Murphy are honorary 
secretaries. An exhibition of articles of hygienic interest 
will be held in connection with the Congress. The last of 
these Congresses was held in Vienna, in 1887,and was attended 
by over 2,000 persons, and it is expected that the London 
meeting will be one of great magnitude and importance. 
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THE DECLINE OF SPECIALISM. 

It is within the memory of most, if not of all, of our readers 
when such a thing as a specialty in medicine was unknown. 
The practitioner of medicine who had achieved for himself a 
reputation was expected to be a universal specialist ; he was 
supposed to have acquired such a fund of information and of 
medical lore and surgical dexterity, as to be always in readi- 
ness to give the best of advice upon any subject in the broad 
domain of medicine. Some individuals, however, were wise 
in their generation. Shrewd and observant, they did not fail 
to find some flaws in the armor of the figure that was most 
prominent. They found that by applying their energies, 
talent and intelligence to the weak spot that they surpassed 
the '^ master," and thus established a superiority in a certain 
restricted sphere. This superiority must be acknowledged, 
and, as a result of the process, a specialist came into being. 
Specialists multiplied, and with ever-increasing rapidity, 
until to-day we have arrived at the age of specialism. But 
what kind of specialism is it ? It has come to the pass that a 
young man graduates at college, serves a year as interne in a 
hospital, goes abroad for another year, and returns a full- 
fledged specialist. Formerly, it took many years of hard 
work in the general field of medicine with a gradual elimina- 
tion and selection. The specialist who went through this 
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course of training was a man of broad views, who looked be- 
yond the narrow hedges of his adopted specialty ; who knew 
that other organs existed besides those to which he devoted 
his attention; and who employed a great deal of common 
sense in his Work. 

Specialism seems to have gone to extremes now. The 
inexperienced man of callow years, '* crams " in a specialty, 
acquires more or less dexterity in manipulation, and imagines 
that like Minerva, he has sprung fall-armed, in the medical 
arena. The results are not difficult to predict. The habit of 
being restricted to a narrow field has been formed, and in 
consequence, the methods employed are limited, and too often 
followed by little or no success. 

These signs of the times have not escaped the observation 
of the profession in general, and a revulsion of feeling is 
already being felt. The cloud, at present, is ''no larger than 
a man's hand," but it is getting larger and larger. General 
practitioners to-day frequently succeed in cases in which 
specialists have made signal failures, and events of this kind 
are very apt to set the former thinking. They are very easily 
led to think that specialism is not the thing it is said to be, 
and the result is that the specialist is condemned. Not only 
is this conclusion arrived at in respect to one individual or 
specialty, but acting upon the saying, ex uno omne disces, 
every one falls under the ban whether deservedly or not. 
The honest specialist, he of broad views and experience, who 
accomplishes results and works upon a rational basis, is in- 
cluded among the rest, and so must fall under the general 
disapproval visited upon the class. 

Specialism will decline — it has already begun to do so. 
The mania has had the opportunity to manifest itself, and it 
is now well-nigh spent. The survival of the fittest will be 
exemplified in this as in every thing else which has a devel- 
opment, and the time is near at hand when the general prac- 
titioner will have something else besides the umbilicus left 
upon which to practice his calling. The specialist of the 
future will be riper, more fully matured, and more capable 
than the vast majority which latterly sprang up like mush- 
rooms after a shower. This must be the inevitable result of 
reaction, a reaction which will prove healthful after the de- 
bauch from which we are so slowly recovering. 
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EDITORIAL NOTES. 
A Calumny on St. Louis appears in the Revue Scientifique 
which accredits ^^un journal amiricain^^ with the statement 
'* that of the 700 physicians of St. Louis, fifty live directly by 
procuring abortions, and that the remaining 650 would not 
disdain performing the job if a good fee were ofiered for it.'' 
We do not know in what American journal this outrageous 
accusation appears, or that it ever appeared in any, but this 
we do know that the author of the charge is a liar and calum- 
niator. We know that there are some professional abortion- 
ists in St. Louis, but there aie not fifty of them, and, what is 
more, the greater portion of those who are so engaged are 
women. There are scores of physicians in St. Louis who 
would scorn the largest fee that could be offered them in such 
a case. 

Medical Practice in New Zealand is to take a backward 
step if we are to judge from an article which recently ap- 
peared in the Medical Press and Circular. That journal goes 
on to state that it is in contemplation to introduce a bill to 
the legislative houses of New Zealand for the purpose of 
throwing open the medical profession in the colony to all 
comers. This bill is said to be the conception of Sir 
George Grey, and, if it becomes law, will have the effect of 
legalizing the practices of all quasi-medical persons and of 
lowering the profession to the status of a drug and bottle trade. 
Qualifications, moreover, in such a case would be nugatory; 
the regular practitioners, that is those who possessed qualifi- 
cations, would, be swamped by the unprincipled tactics of the 
shoals of quacks who would inevitably spring up like mush- 
rooms all over the colony. The public would not be able to 
discriminate between men who were qualified to practice 
their profession and those who belonged to the genus '*quack." 
We can scarcely believe that such a retrograde step as this 
would be permitted to be taken in an English colony. The 
good sense of the colonists themselves, we trust, will prevent 
them from giving effect to a proposal of so noxious a nature. 
One of the reasons given in support of the idea is that matters 
would speedily settle themselves, in other words that the 
regular practitioners would find that the public would have 
nothing to do with the quacks, and that no harm would be 
done if the legal restrictions as to medical practice were re- 
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moved. The common experience in most countries is, how- 
ever, that very considerable harm ensues if quacks and irreg- 
ular practitioners are allowed unfettered sway in posing as 
practitioners of medicine. The public are always too ready 
to be gulled, and only find out their mistake when it is too 
late. 

The Limitation op Practice is a question which has 
brought forth a query from a correspondent of the Journal of 
the American Medical Association, This interrogator desired 
to know if the ** code " permitted such declaration on a phy- 
sician's card and, in reply, Dr. N. S. Davis states that there is 
no such article in the code but that a committee, whose report 
was adopted, suggested that it might be permissible. Dr. Davis 
goes on to say : Whether the suggestion of the committee, 
that the regular physician who honestly and actually restricts 
his practice to a fairly defined specialty, may so inform the 

public by saying on his card '* practice limited to ," is a 

question about which difierent opinions have been expressed, 
and concerning which no judicial action has been taken. But 
it is certain, as stated by the editor of the Peoria Medical 
Monthly, that the physician who makes such declaration on 
his professional card, must practice in strict accordance there- 
with. He can not declare to the public and his professional 
brethren that his practice is limited to particular diseases or to 
diseases of particular organs, and continue to take charge of 
any and all cases that may come in his way, without making 
himself liable to the charge of deception and unprofessional 
conduct. And for that reason it is not likely to be generally 
adopted ; simply because only a small percentage of the so- 
called specialists are willing to actually limit their practice to 
the legitimate boundaries of their chosen speciality. 

Autopsies in America, says the Boston Medical and Sur^ 
gical Journaly are opposed by the mass of the people on 
account of their infrequency caused, in a great measure, by 
the indifference or carelessness of physicians. These latter 
could do much to aid in moulding public opinion if they 
would but insist upon making post-mortem examinations. 
We already have laws demanding an autopsy in cases of sus- 
picious death. Would it be too much to ask to have a general 
law allowing a post-mortem on all patients who die in public 
institutions? This would be a great gain, for those cases 
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have, as a rule, good ante-mortem clinical histories, and the 
autopsy can be held under the most favorable circumstances. 
The principal objections to such a law at present are: 1^. 
A rare and indefinite semi- religious feeling connected with the 
resurrection of the body, in the presence of which feeling no 
one would want to enforce such a law ; 2". The common feel- 
ing, already mentioned, of repugnance to the mutilation of 
the body of a relative, which is now the main stumbling- 
block; and 3**. The fear in the public mind, of ante-mortem 
autopsies. But the physician realizes that the signs of death 
are better understood by the pathologist than by the under- 
taker, and the danger of a premature autopsy is much less 
than the danger which now exists of premature embalming, 
nor is the mutilation of the body materially greater. The 
idea which we occasionally meet among the lower classes 
that the officers of a hospital take a fiendish delight in dis- 
secting dead bodies, and rather desire the death of a patient 
in order to get a chance, might at first keep a few cases from 
going to institutions, but it probably would not do so for any 
length of time. 



Znicroscopy. 

The Microscope in the Determination of the Etiology 
of Sterility — Examination of Semen. — In a recent French 
journal a physician relates a case wherein a childless married 
woman, after consulting several eminent specialists, was 
about to submit to raclage or scraping of the uterus in order to 
remove some supposed impediment to conception. The hus- 
band having consulted the reporter concerning some obscure 
ailment of his own genitalia, was requested to bring a sample 
of semen for examination under the microscope. He com- 
plied, and the result demonstrated that he, and not his wife, 
was the cause of the absence of children. The semien was en- 
tirely devoid of spermatozoids. Of course the proposed raclage 
was abandoned after this disclosure. 

How often does this condition of things exist ? In what 
proportion of cases of sterile married couples is the man at 
fault? How often do the uterus, the vulva or the ovaries bear 
the obloquy (aye, and the pains and penalties, the scrapings 
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and all the nameless tortures of modern high-art gynecology) 
that should be laid upon the testes of the co-partnership ? In 
what percentage; we would ask, is it even thought necessary 
by the *' specialists " who are consulted to commence their 
search for a cause of sterility by examining the semen of the 
husband ? 

A stout, hearty, well-built man enters the doctor's office 
to arrange for an examination of his '' sterile " wife. He as- 
sumes from the outset that ** he is all right." He reels off 
that he has sexual appetite (very frequently in too great a 
degree), normal erections, normal orgasm and normal seminal 
discharge, etc., etc. If the physician, beguiled by his state- 
ments, ventures to ask him any questions concerning his 
own history, he is easily satisfied with the brusque reply : 
** Never had anything the matter with me in my life ; never 
masturbated to excess in boyhood ("of course, all boys do it at 
some period, you know," he interjects confidentially), ** and 
never at all since puberty. Oh, no ! I'm all right." He for- 
gets or mentally reserves the fact that he had had gonorrhoea, 
with swelled testicle — epidydymitis or orchitis of one or 
both sides. And so he leaves, and then the martyrdom of the 
woman commences. 

How often does this occur ? Unfortunately, accurate sta- 
tistics are not at hand. Kehrer (^BeitrUge zur klinische und ex- 
perimentale Oehurtskunde und Oynoekologie, Giessen, 1879) 
states that of forty sterile couples examined by him in sixteen 
cases the fault was in the male — forty per cent. Of nineteen 
examinations made by myself, of which I have kept mem- 
oranda, during the past ten years, in five cases there were 
no spermatozoids, and in four othere these elements were 
present in very limited numbers. In many, in fact most of 
the cases in which I was consulted, however, the consultants 
were unmarried, and had reasons, real or imaginary, to be- 
lieve that there was something wrong with their organs of 
procreation, and consequently these figures do not count for 
much in answering the question that I have asked. 

Viewed in this light the thorough examination of the sper- 
matic discharge of the male should be the very first step 
taken toward a diagnosis in cases of sterility where the phy- 
sician is called upon to locate the fault. That this must be 
done with the microscope goes without saying^ since a micro- 
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Bcopic examination can reveal little or nothing. Robin relates 
(Bizzozero, Manuale de Microacopia Clinical that in the course 
of his examination he had met with four cases wherein the 
men were virile, robust, free from anterior venereal affec- 
tions, and whose semen to all external appearances was nor- 
mal in quality and quantity, but which despite all this, was 
entirely devoid of spermatozoids. 

THE EXAMINATION OF SEMEN. 

The amplification used should be not less than 400 or 600 
diameters, or say a 2" eye-piece and a V or -^" immersion ob- 
jective, or a 1" eye-piece and a J" or \" dry objective. It is true 
that the spermatozoids may be seen with much less amplifica- 
tion (a 2" eye-piece and a i" or ^" objective showing them quite 
plainly, but the determination of the mere presence of the 
elements even in great numbers is not sufficient. We must 
in doubtful cases inform ourselves as to whether those that we 
find are possessed of their physiological properties, and es- 
pecially the mobility necessary to penetrate the uterine cav- 
ity. De Sinety states that in three cases examined by him 
(married men who had no children) the spermatozoids, though 
present in normal quantity, became immobile almost immed- 

. iately after their ejaculation. 

Of course, this sort of an examination presupposes the 
freshness of the semen. The sooner that it can be placed 

. under the instrument after ejaculation the better. A tentative 
course is necessary in most cases. The patient is given a 
couple of clean, ringed slips and cover-glasses, and is told 
that on the first opportunity he shall place a drop of semen 
on the slip and immediatelp apply the cover-glass and bring 
it to the examiner. The advantage of the ringed slip over 
the plain one is that the semen may be kept fiuid and normal 
therein for several hours, whereas the rapid drying around 
the edges on the plain slip causes the cover-glass to be drawn 
down very close to, and in fact almost into contact with, the 
surface of the latter, thus destroying ail possibility of motion 
on the part of the spermatozoids. The slip should be exam, 
ined at once. If the spermatozoids are found to be absent, 
no further examination is necessary (except in cases men- 
tioned further on). If they are found to be present, and 
normal as to quantity, it may be necessary to investigate fur- 
ther to determine the motility and vitality of the elements. 
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In such cases circumstances must be the guide as to the 
method of obtaining a fresh specimen. It may be remarked 
here that when the semen is preserved in ice the movements 
of the spermatozoids continue much longer than when it is 
kept at normal temperature. It has been claimed (see Pro- 
ceedings of the American Society of Microscopists for 1886) 
that when put into a small tube and the latter is enclosed in 
A block of ice, the movements last for several days. 

The exceptional cases of aspermatism alluded to above are 
those which may be called '* physiological," in the sense that 
the absence is temporary and due to excessive coitus. In 
these cases the ejaculated matter comes entirely from the 
prostate (as shown by Feuerbringer in the Zeitschrift fur 
Klinische Medicin, 1881, page 287), and is devoid not only of 
spermatozoids but of the gelatinous hyaline matter secreted 
by the spermatic vesicles. F. L. J. 



Dermatology anb (5emto*UrinarH Diseases. 

Chloride of Zinc in Bromidrosis. — Dr. D. 8. Vinograd- 
off gives the following simple plan for the successful treat- 
ment of bromidrosis (Russkaia Meditzina) : The feet are first 
washed in lukewarm water, carefully dried with a soft cloth and 
then all those portions which sweat a great deal are painted 
with a five to eight per cent, aqueous solution of chloride of 
zinc, by means of some absorbent cotton. After a few mo- 
ments, the parts are to be wiped with a soft piece of cloth, 
and clean socks put on. This operation is best done at bed- 
time and should be repeated every day for about a week. A 
single application, it is claimed, will cause a disappearance 
of the sweating, redness and soreness. In severe cases in 
which there exist interdigital excoriations, a five per cent, 
solution should be employed at first and the parts should be 
wiped immediately after the application, in order to obviate 
the considerable irritation which is apt to follow. 

Treatment of Ringworm of the Scalp. — Quinquaud 
has devised a method for which he claims superior advan- 
tages (Journal des Maladies Cutanies et Syphilitiques) and 
which is, in brief, as follows: The hair is cut very short 
and the roundish areas, covered with scales and spores, are 
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scraped. This scraping (rugination) induces a light, super- 
ficial dermatitis and should be repeated every five to eight 
days. * During the intervals the following lotion is applied 
twice daily : 

5; Hydrargyri biniodidi J parts. 

Hydrargyri bichloridi 1 ** 

AIcoholiB, 90*' 4 " 

Aquae 26 " 

M. 

The fifth or sixth day after a scraping and when the sham- 
pooing and applications of the above lotion have been made 
regularly the following ointment is to be applied to the entire 
scalp, in order to reach all possible new foci of the disease : 

!Q; Ghrvsarobini, 

Acidi Salicylici, 

Acidi borici, aS 2 parts. 

Vaselini 100 " 

M. 

After applying this ointment the head is to be covered 
with a rubber cap, or a liuen skull-cap held in place by means 
of zinc glue (zink-leim of Unna). This is maintained in 
position for forty-eight hours when the entire process is 
repeated. In about a month epilation is to be practiced and 
repeated and the cure should be complete. 

£le(5trolysis in the Treatment of Lupus Vulgaris. — 
Gsertner and Lustgarten, some years ago, advocated the 
treatment of lupus by electrolysis with the flat electrode. 
Dr. Geo. Thos. Jackson has employed the method (Journal of 
Cutaneous and 6 enito- Urinary Diseases) using both the needle 
and flat electrodes. The current he uses has a strength of 
about seven milliamp^res. He gives the advantages of the 
method as follows: 1®. It is comparatively painless, and 
there is no need of putting the patient under an aneesthetic. 
2^. There is not the slightest loss of blood, and thus there is 
no dread of a surgical operation on the part of the patient. 
8°. The patient is not kept a moment from his regular busi- 
ness, as there is no deformity caused by the operation. The 
part looks no worse after the operation than before. As no 
after-treatment is required, he is not obliged to go about with 
a patch of more or less unsightly plaster on his face. He is 
also spared the discomfort of a swollen face and eyes, the 
ordinary attendant on the arsenical or pyrogallic acid treat- 
ment. 4^. The treatment goes to the root of the disease, to 
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the bottom of the tubercle, with far more exactness and less 
damage to the surrounding skin than any other caustic or 
surgical method. 5^. The scar left is smooth and not un- 
sightly. 6°. The result obtained is as good if not better than 
hat by any previous method. 

Treatment of Chancroids. — The day has come upon us 
when the use of caustics and curetting are, in the majority of 
chancroids, not only unnecessary but barbarous in the opinion 
of the majority. Dr. Thos. G. Davis gives a method in the 
Medical Record which is as follows : Twice daily the sore is 
washed with pure warm water, then solution of hydrogen 
peroxide is dropped upon it until bubbles of gas cease to 
appear. The sore is then dried with absorbent cotton and 
dusted with the following powder : 

]$ Bismuth, snbnitrat, 

Pulv. cinchon. flav., aa 3ij 

Hydrarg. chlorid. mit Sj 

M. 

This treatment is claimed to be painless, odorless and 
efficient. The only objection to my mind, is the use of the 
dusting powder, which is prone to form crusts in conjunction 
with the secretions of the ulcer, and could be profitably 
replaced by some astringent ointment. Finger has employed 
the sub-benzoate of bismuth in powder, continuing its appli- 
cation for three or four days and then using a dressing of 
carbolated vaseline. He also claims this to be a succcessful 
method in the treatment of chancroids. 

CEsipus. — CEsipus is the name which the Ancients applied 
to the untreated wool-fat derived from the fleece of sheep. 
As every one knows, the modern process of deriving this fat, 
and subsequently cleaning it, has given us lanolin. M. Ihle, 
however, claims {Monatshefte fuer Praktische Dermatologie} 
that whereas lanolin makes an excellent ointment basis, the 
crude wool-fat is a true therapeutic agent possessing certain 
valuable properties ; that it contains certain substances 
whose combination acts upon the skin very favorably, and 
which are removed in the process of purification. He has 
made a number of therapeutical experiments and has found 
that it is an excellent keratolytic agent, acting very well upon 
the hyperkeratoses, such as corns. In addition to this it has 
marked antiseptic properties and would seem to be indicated 
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in small wounds. He has found it valuable in pityriasis, 
herpes tonsurans, and in obstinate mycotic diseases such as 
sycosis. A disadvantage attendant upon its use, to which 
others have called attention, is not mentioned by the author — 
the possibility of contracting anthrax. This might prove a 
serious drawback to the use of what might be a valuable 
remedy, and the safety of its employment would depend 
entirely upon the reliability for truthfulness of the person or 
persons supplying it 

Relation of Gonorrhoea to Renal Disease. — Dr. James 
Kennedy believes that gonorrhoea is a frequent causative 
factor in renal disease (^New York Medical Journal)^ and that 
among the sequel® of this lesion nephritis is not rare. The 
ways in which gonorrhoea may induce disease of the kidneys 
appear to him to be as follows : 1^. By direct extension of 
the inflammatory process by virtue of continuity of struc- 
ture. 2®. By interference with escape of urine, as in stric- 
ture. The bladder, becoming filled, causes the urine to col- 
lect in the pelvis, calyces, and tubules of the kidney, and 
interferes with the process of secretion, causing congestion, 
which, if prolonged, the succeeding stages of inflammation 
follow, and a nephritis is established. 3®. By reflex irrita- 
tion. The urethral irritation may reflexly disturb the renal 
function and cause hyperaemia and congestion. 4°. By diu- 
retics. The excessive or injudicious administration of co- 
paiba, cubebs, etc., so commonly used for the cure of gonor- 
rhoea, may induce disease of the kidneys by overstimulation 
of those organs. 0-D. 



Cyanide of Gold has been discovered by some one to be 
the agent which Koch has used to prevent the development 
of tuberculosis in guinea pigs. 

Advertising Methods are nearly as numerous as the 
sands of the sea. The latest dodge in journalistic premiums 
is to print on fly ^aper during the summer months. An 
Italian journal, the editor of which has taken out a patent 
for the idea, gravely informs its readers that "if by any 
chance a fly should escape the general slaughter, it may be 
regarded as immortal, the preparation being sudden death to 
these pests.'' 
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Diseases of ttje Cije anb €ar. 

Strabismus Sursum Vergens — Two Cases. — Extreme 
turning of one or both ej^es directly upwards or downwards is 
very rare. The latest and fullest works on ophthalmology 
barely mention upward or downward strabismus^ but fail to 
give any detailed statement of the very rare condition. I do 
not refer here to the slight deviation upward we frequently 
see associated with ordinary convergent strabismus. This 
needs no special treatment, since it usually rights itself after 
the ordinary operation for the convergence. By sursum- ver- 
gens I mean to designate that very rare condition of the ex- 
treme upward turning of the eye so that the entire cornea is 
hidden, or nearly so, under the upper lid. The two cases I 
am about to mention are the first I have ever seen. Both 
came the past few days and, strange to say, within three or 
four days of each other from different parts of the country — a 
new proof of the fact that one rare case is likely to be soon 
followed by another of the same kind. 

Case I. — Miss R., set. twenty-two. When two years old, 
right eye began to turn straight upwards, and persistently re- 
mained in that position, buJb the upward deviation was not 
extreme till eight years ago, when the ball turned so far up- 
wards that the cornea was completely hidden from view under 
the upper lid, and had remained so till she called to see me a 
few days since. When I first saw her, the cornea was com- 
pletely covered by the upper lid. The traction upwards on 
the ball was very great. The lower half of sclerotic pre- 
sented between the lids forwards, causing a very unsightly 
deformity, since only the white side of the eye was visible, 
and the ball protruded considerably between the lids, because 
the non-acting muscles failed to hold it back in its proper 
place. The patient could not turn the ball in any direction 
except upwards, and the constant pulling in that direction 
was actually painful, and had been for eight years. For that 
length of time the patient has not been free from headache, 
which had been bad all the time, and at times most intense. 

The only possible way to get to see the cornea, was to pull 
the ball down with forceps, or push the upper lid as far up- 
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wards as possible. When brought to yiew, the cornea was 
found to be unnaturally small like that of an infant, but was 
perfectly clear and healthy. The iris was also healthy, and 
the pupil round and active. From some cause the iris and 
cornea had failed to develop — in fact, were just as they were 
in infancy. When the pupil was yncovered, the eye could 
see considerably. 

The ophthalmoscope revealed the presence of immense 
patches in the choroid, showing that extensive choroiditis 
had taken place, probably years ago. The pigment of the 
choroid showed black through the thinned sclerotic in differ- 
ent places. All this proved that the eye was practically use- 
less for visual purposes, even if it could be brought down and 
made to stay there. 

This I considered impossible since there was absolutely no 
action in any of the muscles except the superior rectus, and 
that was most violently spasmodic. Had this muscle been 
cut, the ball would have protruded still more, and remained 
turned far upwards. Under the circumstances, I advised its 
removal to which the patient readily consented. Now the heal- 
ing is about complete, and for a week past the patient has 
been entirelv free from headache — first time for more than 
eight years. The other eye is normal, and vision is good. 
She has trachoma in both eyes, but that is purely accidental. 

Case II. — Last week, I examined a little girl six years 
old, whose history is about this: Two years ago, the left eye 
turned very suddenly upwards so far that the cornea was 
completely covered by the upper lid. The parents were un- 
able to see the cornea and pupil until lately, when they 
were surprised to find that •* something was growing on the 
sight," and that the eye was blind. The examination re- 
vealed a partly absorbed cataract in the pupil to which the 
iris was adherent in places. The eye still turns somewhat 
upwards and is slightly irritable, but free from redness, or 
about so, and is blind. The ball is plump. Impossible to 
see the fundus. The mother states that lately the ball has 
been gradually coming down. A few days since, she was en- 
abled to see the cornea and pupil the first time for about two 
years. The deviation is getting constantly less and less. 
Although there is no history of any injury, still I am satisfied 
that in some way the lens has been injured so as to rupture 
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the capsule, causing traumatic cataract and gradual absprp- 
tion of the lens substance, a portion being unabsorbed, but 
the process still going on. The injury caused considerable 
irritation, and to avoid the unpleasant effects of the light, 
nature caused the eye to turn far up under the upper lid. 
When the irritation began to subside, the eye began to turn 
down into its normal position. Now the movements in all 
directions are quite good, but excessively upwards. 1 or- 
dered atropine solution to keep the pupil dilated, and advised 
the mother to wait and see, if the remaining lens substance 
would not absorb away entirely. 

These are the first cases of the kind I hajre ever seen, and 
it is remarkable that both should come so closely together. 

Spectacle Frames Should Fit the Face. — All frames 
«hould be made to fit the face perfectly. By this I mean 
that the frames should be so adjusted that each eye will look 
through the center of each glass when in use. They should 
be neither too wide nor too narrow ; should stand neither too 
high nor too low, hut just right. That can only be the case 
when both eyes look through the center of the glasses during 
fixation. If the position of the glasses causes either or both 
eyes to look through any other part than their exact centers, 
the result is a prismatic effect, which in many persons is ex- 
tremely unpleasant, giving rise to symptoms, in mild form, of 
muscular asthenopia, since the eyes are forced to deviate suf- 
ficiently to overcome the prismatic effect of glasses decentric- 
ally placed before them. Persistent and troublesome head- 
aches may result from this cause. The external and inter- 
nal muscles much more readily overcome such prismatic ef- 
fect than the superior or inferior. If both eyes look through 
the upper or lower edges of the glasses, no disturbance fol- 
lows because the effect is neutralized ; but if one eye looks 
through the center and the other through the upper or lower 
edge of the glass, and particularly, if the eyes should 
look through opposite edges great disturbances follow 
at once. All glasses should be so placed that both eyes will 
look through their centers. For distant vision the frames 
should be so fixed that they will hold the glasses squarely 
before the eyes. For reading and all close use of the eyes 
the glasses should be made to tilt a little forwards since in 
looking at near objects the eyes are almost always turned 
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slightly downwards. The tilting forwards will cause the eyes 
to look straight through the glasses. The eyes should not 
only look through the center of glasses, but also straight 
through them — never obliquely. Then again the frames 
should hold the glasses far enough in front so the. lashes can 
not rub upon them. This is is often a source of great annoy- 
ance to people. Nose glasses are objectionable because it is 
impossible to make the nose-frames hold the glasses properly 
before the eyes. Straight through the center of the glasses is the 
rule for fitting frames to the face. Judging from what I have 
seen, some opticians must have a very imperfect idea as to 
how spectacle frames should fit the face. 

Aristol in Otorrhoea. — Some writers have recently men- 
tioned aristol as a valuable remedy in otorrhoea. Accepting 
their statements as sufficient warrant for trying the remedy, I 
recently used it in two cases of profuse otorrhoea. In one 
case I had been using boracic acid in the usual way for sev- 
eral days, but with very little effect. The drums were very 
red and the mucous membranes of the drums, which could 
be seen through the perforations, were considerably swollen 
and apparently rough or uneven. I washed the ears clean 
and dried them out well and then put in enough of the aristol 
to cover the drums and allowed it to remain there. Next 
morning one ear was perfectly dry, and very slight moisture in 
the other. In both the aristol powder was still present and 
seemed to be dry I I thought I had struck a remedial bo- 
nanza for otorrhoea. The general redness and swelling of the 
mucous membranes had greatly diminished and the latter 
seemed smooth and even. I repeated the treatment and next 
morning was greatly surprised to find that the suppuration 
had returned in both ears. Repeated the application and found 
free suppuration next morning. I now returned to the use of 
boracic acid ; a few applications of which stopped all suppu- 
ration. I am satisfied that the use of the aristol so changed 
the condition of the suppurating surfaces that' the boracic 
acid promptly cured it. Its use, therefore, seems to be a good 
preparatory treatment. I am unable to say why it did not 
stop the suppuration permanently. I also used the aristol in 
a lady's ear, which had just begun to run freely, and was 
still slightly painful. The unpleasant feeling was relieved 
immediately, showing that aristol exerts an anodyne effect* 
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Next morning the ear was perfectly dry and the powder was 
still dry in the ear. The redness and swelling of the mucous 
membrane had passed away and the ear was perfectly com- 
fortable. I repeated the application, and on the following 
morning, as in the other case, was much surprised to find 
that the suppuration had returned. I now used the boracic 
acid, but the patient did not return. I am of the opinion 
that the one application stopped the suppuration entirely; 
otherwise the patient certainly would have returned. These 
two cases seem to show that aristol is an excellent prepara- 
tory treatment, but, after a single application, should be fol- 
lowed up by boracic acid. In this way it certainly facilitated 
th(B cure in these cases very much. 

Correction. — In the heading to an item in the last num- 
ber of the Journal, the printer made me say : ''Refractive 
anomalies caused by ' sea-sickness ' on street-cars." It should 
read: ** Refractive anomalies caii86 ^ sea-sickness ' on street- 
cars." I make the correction because the mistake completely 
changes the meaning. A. D. Williams, M. D. 



€xcerpts from Husstan arib polistj 3^^^^^!^* 

Traumatic Tetanus following Circumcision. — In the 
Vratchy No. 37, 1890, p. 839, Dr. S. S. Vermel, of Moscow, re- 
cords a very interesting and instructive case of the following 
kind. A healthy Hebrew boy was subjectied to the usual 
ritual circumcision on the eighth day of his life, the wound 
(a lacerated one, inflicted with the operator's nail) being 
dressed with a piece of cotton-wool soaked in some hsemo- 
static lotion. Three davs later the adherent wool was torn 
off rather roughly. On the next day the infant's neck became 
quite stiff; on the fifth day after the operation, trismus ap- 
peared, and shortly afterwards rigidity of the limbs super- 
vened. When first seen by the author, on the fourteenth day of 
the symptoms, the infant looked exceedingly wretched and 
emaciated, his face being covered with wrinkles (''asifina 
decrepit old man"), the head drawn backwards, the jaws 
firmly-locked, the upper limbs flexed, the lower extremities 
extended ** like two sticks." There were also present frequent 
and intense fits of tonic spasms. The temperature, however. 
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did not rise above 38. 8°C., and the urine was normal. The 
treatment, adopted by the author, consisted in baths at 28^ or 
30° R., of from ten to fifteen minutes' duration, twice daily, and 
the internal use of bromide of sodium and wine. On the 
ninth day of treatment, trismus markedly decreased ; on the 
twenty-first day, all movements of the head became entirely 
free, and the face quite smooth; on the twenty -ninth day, spasms 
of the lower limbs considerably lessened in their frequency and 
intensity ; on the fifty-second day the little patient was in the 
best of health and spirits. Dr. Vermel draws attention that 
1° hot baths deserve every attention of the practitioner in 
the treatment of tetanus of the newborn ; 2°. cases of recovery 
from the disease represent an exceedingly rare occurrence ; 3° 
the case described is also very rare in regard to its causation ; 
4°. nevertheless, '* it furnishes an additional substantial evi- 
dence pointing to the necessity of medical regulation of ritual 
circumcision." [The same moral can be drawn from such 
cases as Dr. Kotzyn's where a syphilitic infection was trans- 
mitted through the operation. (Vide the St. Louis Medi- 
cal AND Surgical Journal, Oct. 1890, p. 231), or Dr. Kol- 
tzofPs where tuberculosis was inoculated to nine infants by a 
phthisical operator ; vide the Britis/i Journal 'of Dermatology^ 
October, 1890, p. 323.— Reporter^. 

Blue Pyoktanin as an Antiseptic. — In the Meditzins- 
koie Obozrenie, No. 16, 1890, p. 354, Dr. E. Szymanski, of 
Malinovka, published a paper on the subject, based on his 
bacteriological experiments and a dozen clinical observations. 
The essential outcome of the former may be summarized as 
follows : 1°. The staphylococcus pyogenes aureus ceases to 
grow in a medium containing blue pyoktanin in the propor- 
tion of 1 to 1000. 2^. Prof. Finkler's bacillus of cholera 
nostras and the typhoid microbe continue to grow in similar 
media, but their growth is somewhat retarded. 3^. Colonies 
of microbes are generally stained more intensely than the 
surrounding medium. 4°. While ceasing to grow, stained 
colonies of certain mycotic species (including the staphylo- 
coccus) do not cease to live (since they continue to liquefy 
the medium). In clinical experiments, the drug was used 
either in the form of an aqueous solution of 1 to 2000 or 1000 
(in cases of abscesses and wounds) or in the form of a powder 
(in cases of ulcers, soft chancres, wounds). The following 
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are the main conclusions deduced from the series of observa- 
tions : 1^. Blue pyoktanin does not possess all those properties 
which are claimed for it by Prof. Stilling. 2°. In cases of 
recent wounds and simple ulcers, it acts fairly well (pro- 
motes a rapid healing). 3^. But in cases of soft chancres it 
fails altogether. [The writer adduces an illustrative case in 
which the chancres were assiduously powdered with pure 
pyoktanin for a week. Not the slightest improvement could 
be noticed. On the contrary, auto-inoculation occurred, two 
fresh chancres forming in the vicinity of the old ones. For 
the sake of comparison, one of them was powdered with 
iodoform, and the other with pyoktanin. The former as- 
sumed a much healthier appearance on the next day, and 
began to soundly heal on the third, while the latter remained 
unaltered. Ultimately, it also quickly healed under iodo- 
form]. 4°, In cases of a more or less profuse suppuration, 
pyoktanin may somewhat control the pus formation, but 
never inhibits the process (contrary to Prof. Shilling's asser- 
tions). 5°. In cases of suppuration accompanying or follow- 
ing erysipeliis, the drug even utteriy fails to restrict the pus 
formation. 6°. When left unchanged for two or three days, a 
pyoktanin dressing begins to emanate a bad odor. 7^. The 
application of pyoktanin is associated with such considerable 
inconvenience as staining the operator's hands and the pa- 
tient's skin and linen. The stains can be removed, but with 
difl&culty. For removing cutaneous stains, a one-per-cent 
alcoholic solution of caustic potassa may be used. For cleans- 
ing linen, the author employed an aqueous solution of soda, 
which, however, leaves a yellowish-brown spot. True, quick- 
lime and caustic potassa can remove the pyoktanin stains 
completely, but at the same time they destroy linen. 

On Viability of the Cholera Bacillus. — According to 
Professor Robert Koch, the comma bacilli present in a 
cholera patient's stools lose their vitality even in 27 hours 
after the evacuation. Gruber, however, succeeded in culti- 
vating the bacteria from cholera stools of fifteen days' stand- 
ing. At present, Dr. Justyn Karlinski (Nomny Lekarskie, 
No. 7, 1890, p. 413), states that he was able to detect live 
comma-microbes even in stools which had been voided 
twenty-eight days before the examination (the material had 
been sent to him by Dr. fiej chert from Lahore, India). An 
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ordinary bacteriological examination of the fseces (by means 
of caltivation on broth and meat peptone jelly) failed to obtain 
any culture of the bacilli. The latter could be isolated only 
after previously placing particle? of the stools in test-tubes 
with a broth prepared of osen pancreas (200 grammes of the 
gland, 500 cub. cent, water and 20 grammes of peptone). Af- 
ter a while another series of test-tubes with the same medium 
was inoculated with the contents of the former. A subse- 
quent plate-cultivation on meat peptone gelatine gave colonies 
of a microbe which possessed all the typical morphological, 
biological and chemical properties of Koch's comma-bacillus. 

Clay as a Remedy for Goitre. — In the Novoati Terapliy 
Nos. 22 and 23, 1890, p. 324, Dr. 0. G. Sperling, of Berditchev, 
asserts that the variety of clay described as argilla alumino- 
ferruginoaa affords an excellent means for dispelling goitres. 
The substance must be applied locally, three times daily, and 
that either in a dry state, or in the form of a poultice (a paste 
made with cold water). The writer adduces the case of a 
young woman, 22 years old^ with a goitre of the size of a new 
born infant's head, where after all ordinary treatment (inunc- 
tions of iodide of potassium with lanoline, internal use of 
Fowler's solution, etc.), had utterly failed, the application of 
the clay poultice was rapidly followed by the best results, the 
tumor dwindling down to the size of a walnut within some six 
weeks. In another woman, suffering from goitre and cardiac 
organic disease, the application quickly diminished the bulk 
of the growth and relieved all agonizing symptoms caused by 
compression of the larynx. In a man with goitre of twelve 
month's standing who had not received any benefit from all 
the usual means, the clay compresses caused the tumor to dis- 
appear in a month or so. Similar remarable effects were also 
observed in several cases of inveterate goitres. 

[Professor A. S. Shklarevsky, of Odessa, has recently pub- 
lished a monograph on the ** Treatment with Argillines or Com' 
pound Clays " (Kiev, 1890), in which he describes his 800 cases 
of various affections treated by the external and internal use of 
these substances. Externally, he employed a paste prepared by 
mixing the clay with table vinegar (1 part) and water (2 parts). 
The best results were obtained in acute articular rheumatism 
and certain varieties of eczema (acute professional eczema of 
laundresses, and chronic nervous eczema). Internally, the 
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remedy proved most useful in cardialgia, obstinate vomiting, 
and dyspepsia of anaemic or chlorotic young women. Dr. 
Askotchensky successfully employs the clay in cases of tumors 
of various discriptions — Reporter], 

Permanganate of Potassium in Diphtheria. — In the St. 
Petersburg semi-weekly Meditzina, No. 44, 1890, p. 364, Dr. V. 
Netzetzky writes that his 22 years' practice convinced him 
that the best treatment of faucial diphtheria consists in an 
energetic external use of permanganate of potassium. The 
drug should be administered in the shape of paintijigs and 
gargle. The following strong solution must be employed : 

1^ Potassii permanganatis 3j. 

Aquse destillatse 3J- 

M. 

Big. To paint the affected surface every three hours. 

For gargling, which is to be repeated as often, a teaspoonful of 
the same solution should be mixed with a tumblerful of boiled 
water. In such cases where the child is unable to gargle, the 
following mixture should be given internally : 

9 Solutionis hydrogenis superoxydati 2 % ^{j. 

GJycerinse 3iJ. 

M. 

Sig. A teaspoonful every two hours. 

When resorted to sufficiently early, the simple treatment is 
said to act almost '*a8 if by magic" — more especially so in 
cases of scarlatinal diphtheria. 

Pilocarp'ne in Malarial Affections.— -In the Voenno- 
Medizinsky JUrnal^ No. 7, 1890, p. 43, Dr. L. I. Osherovsky, of 
Sukhiim-Kale, recommends subcutaneous injections of pilo- 
carpine in cases of dropsies of malarial origin, as well as ma- 
lignant or comatose marsh fevers of a continuous or remittent 
type. The administration of the drug should be commenced 
with a one-sixth part of a grain (once daily) ; on the next 
day the dose may be increased to one-fourth grain and on the 
third day to one-third grain in which quantity the remedy 
should be introduced daily for several consecutive days (from 
five to ten or more according to the necessities of the given 
case). To prevent collapse, the injection should always be 
preceded by the internal administration of an ounce of vodka 
(aqua vitse). In dropsical cases the method is indicated es- 
pecially in such patients in whom hot baths either fail to 
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bring any relief or are contra-indicated by the presence of a 
predisposition to pulmonary congestion. The beneficial efiects 
of pilocarpine in this category of cases are dependent upon its 
powerful sudorific, sialagogue, and diuretic action which pro- 
motes a rapid absorption of dropsical fluid. In comatose 
cases, the said physiological properties of the remedy deter- 
mine depression of the blood-pressure and a decrease in cere- 
bral effusion. In either group of cases, the injections favor 
the elimination of the malarial virus from the patient's system. 

On the Chemical Composition of Russian Wheat. — 
Dr. Lev. V. Skvorkin, of the late Professor S. P. Dobro- 
slavin's hygienic laboratory {St. Peterbaurg Inaugural Dis- 
9ertation^ 1890, No. 39, p. 62) has analyzed as many as 117 
different specimens of wheat, derived from various regions of 
Russia. The following table shows the composition of Rus- 
sian wheat in per cent figures : 

Proportion. 
Avera^re. Maximum. Minimum. 

Water 11.11 12.46 9.47 

Nitrogen (in dry substance).. 2. 91 3.65 1.64 

Proteids (N x 6.26) 18.19 22.18 10.25 

Fats (ethereal extract) 1.93 3.61 1 .07 

Carbohydrates (starch) 74.17 82.00 70.00 

Cellulose 2.57 4.21 1.89 

Ashes soluble 0.54 1.05 0.23 

'* insoluble 1.39 2.06 0.56 

** total 1.93 3.11 0.79 

The main corollary drawn by the author from his re- 
searches is to the effect that Russian wheat is richer in pro- 
teids and poorer in starch than wheat cultivated in any other 
country of the world. (As Dr. M. Popoff, of Kharkov, has 
shown, the same holds true in regard to Russian rye which 
contains 2.40 per cent of nitrogen in dried substance, Vide his 
valuable monograph on ^^Bread,^^ 1888, Kharkov). As far as 
proteids are concerned, a second place is occupied by French 
wheat with 15.38 per cent, of the constituents ; a third, by 
Austro-Hungarian with 14.63; a fourth, by Spanish with 
14.38; a fifth, by German with 13.94; a sixth, by American 
(U. S.) with 13.50; the eleventh and last, by Danish with 
10.81. 

Berne, Switzerland. Valerius Idelson, M. D. 
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iHebtcal progress* 

THERAPEUTICS. 

For Fcetid Breath. — The following is recommended by 
a French writer : 

]^ Natri bioarbonat. 
Saccharin. 
Acid, salicylic aa 3 i. 

Alcoholis g vi. 

M. 

Sig. A teaspoonfal in a glass of water to rinse the mouth. 

Cocoanut as a Tsenicide.—If we are not mistaken this is 
one of the popular Russian remedies, and it seems to be very 
efficient. A late contribution to the subject is by Dr. W. R. 
Allison, in the Medical Age, in which he confirms tbe previous 
good results of this simple remedy. It is not necessary to 
take cathartics, simply eating a whole cocoanut being suffi- 
cient. 

InfantUe Convulsions. — In this trouble Dr. A. Jacobi 
first administrates a purgative dose of calomel. In a few 
hours this is followed by the following : 

^ Chloral hydrat gr. iv. 

Potas. bromid gr. viij 

Aqu», 

Syrupi, aa 3 j. 

Sig. One dose for a child 2 years old. 

Peroxide of Hydrogen and Ozone. — Dr. Paul Gibier^ 
in a paper read before the late International Congress, called 
attention to the strong antiseptic properties of peroxide of 
hydrogen. He detailed his experiments upon cultures of an- 
thrax bacillus, bacillus pyocyaneus, bacillus of typhoid 
fever, of Asiatic cholera, etc., and found that these pathogenic 
micro-organisms succumbed to a 3.2 per cent, solution yield- 
ing fifteen times its volume of oxygen, this strength being 
reduced about one-half by the addition of the fresh culture. 
The peroxide of hydrogen used was the well-known product of 
Charles Marchand, of New York. Glycozone, made by the same 
manufacturer, by exposing one volume of glycerin to fifteen 
of ozone under pressure, acts in the same way with some 
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germs, not being as effective in the case of the typhoid fever 
bacillns as the peroxide of hydrogen. The author formulates 
his conclusions as follows, in regard to peroxide of hydrogen : 
1^. This chemical seems to have no injurious effect upon 
animal cells. .2^. It has a very energetic destructive action 
upon vegetable cells — microbes. 3^ It has no toxic prop- 
erties ; five cubic centimetres injected beneath the skin of a 
guinea-pig do not produce any serious result, and it is also 
harmless when given by the mouth. 4^. As an immediate 
conclusion resulting from my experiments, my opinion is, 
that peroxide of hydrogen should be used in the treatment of 
diseases caused by germs, if the microbian element is directly 
accessible ; and it is particularly useful in the treatment of 
infectious diseases of the throat and mouth. 

A Remedy for Hsemorrhoids. — A writer in the Kansas 
Medical Journal states that he has foand the following pre- 
scription gives great comfort to patients suffering from piles of 
great tenderness, but of ehort duration and no marvelous 
magnitude : 

9 Plumbl iodidl 3 !j. 

Tr. iodini co gtt. 

Pubo. gain gr.': 

Ext. opll gr. XX. 

Butyr. cacao 3 IJ. 

Misce et ft. supposit. No. xx. 

Sig. Apply one night and morning after replacing the 

hsemorrhoids. 

As the prescription is printed, it calls for twenty ounces 
of the compound tincture of iodine, but we suppose the 
writer meant twenty drops. 

Treatment of Erysipelas.— The following new methods 
are taken from the Therapeutic Gazette which translates it from 
La Pratique Midicale: V. Rosenbach's method consists in 
washing not only the erysipelatous patch but the entire 
neighboring surface with soap, and then bathing daily these 
patches with five per cent, solution of phenic acid dissolved 
in absolute alcohol. Very brilliant results are claimed to 
follow this method, both as regards the course of the disease 
and the febrile phenomena. Even absolute alcohol is said to 
produce a favorable action. 2^. In Nolte's method the en- 
tire affected surface and surrounding zone is painted twice 
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^aily with a mucilage of gum-arabic, containing from three ta 
^five per cent, of phenic acid. Good results are claimed to 
"follow, as is also the case when the phenic acid is mixed with 
'Vaseline. 3^. The method of Koch consists in applying, by 
means of a camel's-hair pencil, the following ointment in a 
.perfectly thin layer over the affected parts : 

9 ; Creoline 1 part. 

Iodoform 4 parts. 

Lanolin 10 parts. 

M. 

After the ointment is applied, it is then covered with a 
thin layer of gutta-percha. This method is said to be espec- 
ially applicable to erysipelas of the face and of the hairy 
scalp. 4^. In the method of treatment of Nussbaum and 
OBrunn, ichthyol is employed in collodion. 5°. Hallopeau 
irecommenda the use of a solution of 1 part to 20 of salicylate 
of sodium. Thick cloths are wet with this solution, then 
applied to the affected parts, and then covered with a layer 
of rubber-cloth, so as to prevent evaporation. Almost imme- 
diate relief is obtained, and a cure is said to follow on the 
third to the fifth day. 6°. Hunter recommends the injection 
of carbolic acid into the healthy skin at a distance from the 
part infected. This method of treatment is extremely pain- 
ful, and is only applicable in cases of grave nature of the face 
or hairy scalp. 7^. Dr. Kraske advises making an incision 
in the healthy skin around the erysipelatous patch before ap- 
plying the antiseptic substance. 8®. Wolfler makes use of 
mechanical compression by bandages applied so as to circum- 
scribe the inflamed tissue, while Dr. Kraske proposes elastic 
rubber bands to accomplish the same effect where these are 
applicable. 

Traumatic Tetanus. — Drs. Robert Reyburn and A. W. 
Tancil reported a case of traumatic tetanus to the District of 
"Columbia Medical Society which was cured. The case oc- 
curred in a colored boy of fourteen, who stuck a nail in his 
foot. After the wound had apparently healed, tetanus de- 
clared itself. After some ineffectual treatment, the thera- 
;.peutics settled down to the administration of bromidia in 
teaspoonful doses sufficiently repeated to keep the muscles 
relaxed. Tincture of gelsemium was also given in ten-drop 
"doses every four hours, and the dose gradually diminished. 
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Some quinia was also ordered. The entire treatment lasted* 
nearly six weeks, ending with recovery, and during this time 
the patient took fifteen ounces and two drachms of bromidia. 
Of course, the most absolute rest and quiet was enforced dur* 
ing the progress of the case. 

Treatment of Obstinate Constipation. — Constipation is 
a trouble which readily acquires a chronicity that often baffles 
all the resources of the physician. There are cases in which- 
all methods seem to be ineffectual, and, as a matter of course, 
infallible cures are being continually published. The medical 
treatment of this condition does not usually yield good results. 
Massage, gymnastics, and electro-therapeutics also fail at times. 
In a series of cases of this nature Dr. Flatau claims to have 
obtained success by the adoption of a measure which he re- 
cently detailed to the medical society of Berlin. He causes - 
to be spread or insufflated on the mucous membrane of the 
rectum a pinch of boric acid. This is to be repeated every 
other day for some time, and, later on, less frequently. The 
method is certainly simple enough to warrant a trial. 

PATHOLOGICAL AND PHYSIOLOGICAL NOTES. 

Toxicity of Iodoform. — The fatality following the use of 
iodoform in wounds lead to investigations as to the causes and 
experiments were made in order to solve this interesting, 
problem. Prom the experiments conducted by MacKendrick, 
Binz, and Hogyes (^Med. News) the following conclusions were 
reached : First, iodoform given by subcutaneous injection is 
slowly decomposed in the fat; second, from a solution of 
iodoform in oil or fat, iodine is separated after several hours;, 
third, the iodine set free forms albuminous clots, which dis- 
appear without leaving any traces in the tissues. These re- 
sults have since been confirmed, and both clinical and post- 
mortem evidence harmonize with them. It is iodine, then, 
which lies at the bottom of the mischief. Iodoform, readily 
decomposed in the presence of the subcutaneous fat of a 
wound, or in the tissues surrounding an abcess, liberates 
iodine, which, in the form of an unstable albuminoid com- 
pound, is taken up into the circulation and conveyed to the 
various organs of the economy, producing in them certain 
marked changes, as proved by the autopsies of the fatal cases- 
Before death evidence of its absorption is furnished by the:= 
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excretion of iodine in the uriae in the form of iodide of potas* 
sium. The pathological changes are a iatty condition of the 
liver, the kidneys, and the heart and other muscles, together 
with less significant lesions. The early appearance and the 
character of the cerebral symptoms in all the cases would 
lead us to expect more or less pronounced * cerebral lesions to 
be found on inspection. Nothing more, however, is noted 
than '^hypersemia of the meninges and some arterial athero« 
oiatous lesions." 

Alcoholic Cirrhosis in a Child. — The Journal of the Ameru 
can Medical Association states that Dr. H. M. Biggs recently 
presented before the New York Pathological Society a speci- 
men of advanced cirrhosis of the liver, obtained by him at 
the autopsy of a boy aged only 13 years, whose body also pre- 
sented all the other usual lesions of chronic alcoholism. It 
was reported to Dr. Bigg3 that when the deceased was a baby 
of 2 years old, he had a bronchitis for which whisky was pre- 
scribed. As the child seemed to take a liking to the latter, his 
parents permitted him to gratify his taste lor it, without let 
or hindrance, and during recent years they had given him 
money to spend for alcoholic drink. His capacity for dispos- 
ing of alcohol became so increased that he would take from 
six to eight drinks of whisky each day, of about 1} oz. to each 
beverage. On the day of his death he bought a larger quan- 
tity than usual and took it all at one drink. He was found 
semi-comatose, some hours later, and never rallied. At the 
post-mortem examination the liver and other organs presented 
nearly the same pathological appearances that mark alcoholic 
saturation in the adult. 

Double Uterus and Vagina with Pregnancy. — Dr. S. 
P. Dodge reports a rather curious anomaly, in the Medical 
Standard, as follows : A thirty-seven-year-old well-developed 
white woman first became pregnant after eighteen years of 
married life. The external genitals were well-developed. 
There were two vaginas with a perfectly developed septum, 
the left being larger than the right. The septum was antero- 
posterior, extending from the vulvar cleft to the uterus. The 
finger introduced into the right vagina, the septum perfectly 
closed the left vagina and vice versa. There were also two 
well-developed cervices and ores and two uterine cavities with 
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a perfect septum as in the vagina. Conception took place in 
the left uterine cavity. The period of gestation was normal in 
every respect, except that menstruation occurred every four 
weeks Arom the right uterine cavity which enlarged as gesta- 
tion progressed. At the end of the fourth, fifth and sixth 
months the flow was excessive, demanding treatment; at the 
end of the seventh and eighth months it was not so profuse. 
It also appeared at the ninth month two days previous to la- 
bor. Labor was normal, the left os dilating. The presenta- 
tion was l*eft occipito-anterlor ; duration of labor twenty- 
eight hours. The septum vaginae remained intact and the 
right OS did not dilate, as it is said to do by some authors, nor 
was there the broadness of the person in this case which is 
often described. 

A Gastrplith. — Koozher observed in a subject of fifty-two 
{Archives de Midecine)^ who had been a hard drinker, a re- 
markable gastric concretion which, during life, had lead to 
the suspicion of the presence of a malignant tumor. Its con- 
tours could be easily made out and it could be moved upwards 
and to the left. It had taken on the shape of the stomach and 
filled that viscus so completely that it was very difiicult to un- 
derstand how the subject could swallow liquids even. This 
gastrolith weighed 833 grammes and measured 18 centimetres 
in length and 8 in width. It was brown, hard, and showed no 
concentric layers. It had a faint fsecal odor, and contained 
vegetable but no animal tissues. Analysis showed it to con- 
tain 62.8% of solid matters. The reporter of this remarkable 
ease states that it was impossible for him to discover the 
origin of this enormous concretion. 

Early Paternity. — Dr. Barton Cooke Hirst states, in the 
University Medical Magazine, that he delivered a girl of four- 
teen, who had been impregnated by a boy, a close relation, ten 
months younger. As it was the most remarkable case of pre- 
cocious paternity of which he had any knowledge, it was inves- 
tigated carefully. The lad, whose mother brought him to his 
oflSce, had stimulated his sexual development by long-con- 
tinued masturbation; he was well grown and puberty was 
well established. There had been frequent intercourse be- 
ween the boy and girl for some four months before impregna- 
tion and for several months afterward. From the extreme 
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youth of the mother he expected difficulty in the labor, and 
from the relationship of the parents some abnormality 
^n the product of conception. The delivery, however, was 
easy and uncomplicated, and the infant weighed seven and 
one-half pounds, was healthy and well developed, and had 
perfectly normal head measurements. The mother's milk 
supply, too — which he had expected to be insufficient — was 
ample. 

Gonorrhoea in the Female.— The Berlin correspondent 
of the Medical and Surgical Reporter says that the question 
whether the presence of the gonococcus in the genitals of th« 
female is conclusive evidence of gonorrhoea has at present en- 
tered into a new and interesting phase of development. For, 
in a large number of eases this microbe has been found where 
the suspicion of sexual intercourse was out of the question^ 
Frsenkel and Widmark have shown that in vulvo- vaginitis of 
little girls the gonococcus is always present. Against thi^ 
doctrine powerful arguments have been advanced, particular- 
ly the maniford and obscure sources of infection in these cases. 
The lately published investigations of Vibert and Bordat, ap- 
pear to fully confirm the doctrine of Frsenkel and Widmark. 
Six girls aged from two and one-half to eleven years, claiming 
to have been immorally approached by six men were the sub- 
ject of examination. The men charged with the crime wer« 
likewise examined, but no trace of gonorrhoea was found in 
them. Singularly in all six girls the gonococcus was found to be 
present. To be sure, if the gonococcus is present in every case 
of vulvo-vaginitis, it will be exceedingly difficult henceforth to 
diagnosticate gonorrhoea in the female, unless manifest evi- 
dences are present. And anfortunately it is true that the 
chronic and subacute cases of gonorrhoea in the female form 
the most frequent sources of infection. 

Intra-Cranial Lesions. — In the course of a discussion 
upon this subject, at the late meeting of the New York State 
Medical Association, Dr. J. D. Bryant made statements (iV. 
Y. Med. Jour.) which may be summed up as follows : 1®. That 
a small and presumptively circumscribed injury of the brain 
substance at the upper end of the fissure of Rolando might 
incite an advancing cerebral disintegration sufficient to in- 
volve the motor centers associated with this fissure without 
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causing notable constitutional symptoms. 2^. That aspira- 
tion of the brain as a means of diagnosticating the existence 
or the situation of an abscess was of uncertain utility, eve^ 
when a fair-sized needle was used, and that the employment 
of the ordinary hypodermic appliances for this purpose was 
entirely unreliable and misleading. 3^. That extensive fissure 
could begin at some distance from the violence causing it, 
and that its existence might remain unrecognized without an 
extended exploration. 4^. That extensive and fatal vascular 
complications might be caused at a considerable distance from 
the seat of an apparently innocent injury of the scalp or 
skull. 5^. That where paralysis, involving the motor areas 
of the brain, followed an apparently trivial injury of the 
head, an operation at the seat of the areas was indicated for 
the purpose of exploration alone. 6°. That the removal of a 
compressed brain clot was not necessarily followed by im- 
provement of the symptoms of compression, and that if the 
brain did not soon resume the normal relation with the skull, 
death would ensue as the result. 

The Eye in Insanity and Epilepsy.— Charles A. Oliver 
in a study of the conditions of the ocular apparatus as ob- 
served in imbecility, epilepsy, and the second stage of general 
paralysis of the insane (Amer. Jour. Med. Sc), states that : 1®. 
In idiopathic epilepsy of the male adult, even where the stage 
of dementia has been reached, both the intra-ocular and the 
extra-ocular motor-groupings seemingly, as a rule, remain 
unimpaired both as to innervation and to active impulse, al- 
though in some instances curious enervations and limitations 
of action seem to exist. 2°. In the lower grades of imbecility, 
as seen in the male adult, which have resulted from malfor- 
mation or disease of a minor degree than that producing so- 
called idiocy, that have supervened in infancy or occurred be- 
fore birth, both the intra-ocular and the extra-ocular muscle- 
groupings, as a rule, remain unaffected both as to innervation 
and as to proper action ; in fact, they seem ordinarily to re- 
tain their original condition without any pronounced indica- 
tions of wear and tear; a condition that most probably 
evidences very little abuse of a delicately poised muscular 
apparatus. 3®. In the second stage of paresis, as seen in the 
male, both the intra-ocular and the extra-ocular motor-group- 
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ings are in all instances more or less paretic, as evidenced hy 
inequalities and irregularities of pupillary areas, with pecu- 
liarities in iritic movement and loss in ciliary tone and power, 
as well as by extra-ocular insufficiencies and ataxic nystagmic 
motions — all indicative of imperfect muscle-innervation and 
inadequate muscle-action. 

DISEASES OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN. 
Curetting the Uterus after Abortion. — Dr. Prank C. 
"Ferguson is a warm advocate of this method as a prophylactic 
means to avert later uterine disease. He states in the /ndt- 
<ina Medical Journal that in every case of abortion, especially 
in the early months, the uterus should be explored with the 
finger if possible, and all membranes and placental tissue re- 
moved. If the finger can not be introduced into the cavity, 
the curette should be used. With proper precautions this 
may be done without the slightest danger, and with very 
great benefit to the patient. He is persuaded that if the 
curette were used more frequently to clear out the uterine 
cavity after abortions, we should have a less number of cases 
of septicsemia, peritonitis, etc., following these accidents, and 
that the failure to do this is responsible for many cases of 
chronic uterine disease which come under the care of the 
gynsecologist in after years. 

The Influence of Leukaemia upon Pregnancy and La- 
bor. — Dr. J. Chalmers Cameron has studied this subject 
with great care and has formulated his conclusions which ap- 
pear in the American Journal of the Medical Sciences as fol- 
lows : 1**. A leukaemic mother may go to full term and 
bear a healthy child. 2^. Leukaemia tends to bring on labor 
prematurely or reduce the patient to such a critical state that 
the premature induction of labor becomes advisable. 3®. 
Leuksemia in pregnant women tends to run a rapidly fatal 
course; yet occasionally its progress may be slow, though 
progressive. 4^. During the first three or four months of 
gestation, a leukcemic patient may not suffer much incon- 
venience ; but as intra-abdominal tension increases, her dis- 
tress becomes greater, graver symptoms rapidly develop, and 
the patient is quickly reduced to a pitiable and dangerous con- 
dition. 6°. Leukaemia does not prevent the occurrence of 
pregnancy, nor does it seem to limit its frequency. 6*^. As 
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regards the relative characters of blood in the maternal, foetal, 
and placental circulation, later observations confirm those 
made on a previous occasion. 7^. While epistaxis, haema* 
temesis, and melsBua may occur frequently during the pro- 
gress of gestation, there may be no uterine hsemorrhage at the 
time of labor or during the puerperium. 8^. Menstruation 
may be afiected. In the case of ^Mrs. S. menstruation was 
scanty and painless before the appearance of leuksemia; since, 
it has been profuse and painful. 9^. Leuksemia seems some-^ 
times to have an injurious effect upon lactation. In Mrs. S.r 
who had always been a good nurse, the function was either 
suppressed or the milk so altered in quality as to become un-^ 
wholesome, and injurious. 10^. The question of hereditary 
influence or predisposition is unsettled, but the case of Mrs. 
S. is very suggestive. The grandmother, mother, and brother 
suffered from symptoms pointing to leuksemia ; two of her 
own children have had undoubted leukemia, all have had 
jaundice, most are subject to epistaxis, all have glandular en» 
largement and more or less ansemia. It is more than prob- 
able that some of these children will sooner or later develop 
leukaemia. One child at least (Louisa), born before her 
mother showed signs of leukaemia, suffered from well-marked 
leukaemia lienalis. Although a mother does not transmit 
leukaemia directly to her child, is it not very probable that 
she may transmit a tendency or predisposition thereto ? 

Perforation of Uterus by Curette. — The two following 
interesting cases of perforation of the uterus by a curette^ 
both recovering, are detailed by Dr. Francis L. Haynes in 
the American Journal of Obstetrics and Diseases of Women and 
Children : 

Case I. — Multipara, last child two months old. Uterus 
seven inches long, very soft and boggy. Constant haemor* 
rhage. Without an anaesthetic the cervix was very slightly 
dilated, a double tube introduced, the uterus washed out, and 
the endometrium scraped with the utmost gentleness by the 
sharp curette. An assistant, who had his hand over the 
uterus, mentioned at this time that he felt the instrument 
immediately under the abdominal walls. The uterus wa& 
washed out with a weak sublimate solution. The patient 
complained of severe pain, became somewhat callapsed, and 
was put to bed with a pulse of 140. The subsequent history 
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was that of pelvic peritonitis combined with distinct mer-- 
curial poisoning. Recovery was tedious. ' 

Without doubt a small opening was made in the softened^ 
uterine walls, through which some of the sublimate solution 
found its way ; and to the introduction of this poison into the- 
abdominal cavity, more than to the mechanical injury, are 
the subsequent symptoms to be attributed. 

In a similar case I would scrape with the finger nail and* 
irrigete with plain water. Such was the condition of the pa- 
tient that I am inclined to believe that a laparotomy would 
have resulted fatally. 

Case II. — Multipara, fungous endometritis, prolapse rec« 
tocele, hsemorrhoids. In the absence of a curved dilator, the- 
cervix, the walls of which were exceedingly thin and hard, 
was slightly stretched with great difficulty by a slender ped* 
icle forceps, and the curettte introduced with some force. It 
entered eight inches. The fact that the uterus was perforated' 
was further substantiated by the introduction of a sound into 
the abdominal cavity. The vagina, which had been prepared 
by sublimate douches, was washed with hot water, and the 
patient put to bed in excellent condition. 

Having prepared for a laparatomy, I remained in the pa- 
tient's room for several hours. Slight pain with an elevationT* 
of temperature to 100° ensued. The pulse remained normal. 
After five hours a digital examination showed slight though 
distinct hardening of the vaginal vault, which in forty-eight 
hours had disappeared. No further trouble ensued, but as a 
precautionary measure the patient was kept in bed a week. 

After a month the cervix was dilated (taking the precau- 
tion to ascertain the direction of the canal by the sound, and 
to use a properly curved dilator) and the endometrium 
scraped. Trachelorrhaphy, colpo-perineorrhaphy, and dilata- 
tion of the sphincter ani were made at the same time. The 
recovery was speedy, and the patient is now well. 

SURGERY. 

Rare Dislocations. — M. Armand Despr^s recently lec- 
tured upon two cases of rare dislocation (^Gazette des HSpitaux)^ 
seen by him at la Charity. The first consisted of a sub- 
spinous dislocation of the humerus in a man of sixty-eight.. 
A month after the accident, caused by falling on the shoulder 
from the kick of a horse, it was reduced by manipulation.. 
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*ContinuoQs extension was made on the elbow, counter exten- 
sion being made on the trunk. While this was being done, 
M. Despr^s pressed strongly on the head of the humerus in 
order to carry it downwards and forwards. Then he caused 
traction to be made downwards and by the pressure of the knee 
brought the head upwards and forwards thus effecting a reduc* 
Hion. 

In the other case it occurred in a man of forty, who, while 
going down stairs, fell on his left side, the elbow being away 
^rom the trunk and supporting the weight of the body. An 
•outward dislocation at the elbow was the result. The reduc- 
tion was effected in the ordinary way, with the exception 
that the displacement was exaggerated at first and that the re- 
duction of the radius was effected before that of the ulna. 

Removal of Upper Fragment of Patella in Fra<5ture. — 
At a recent meeting of the Soci6t6 de Chirurgie, M. Chaput 
rpresented a patient who had experienced a transverse frac- 
ture of the patella. Complete inability to flex the leg fol- 
lowed. The removal of the upper fragment was accomplished 
without opening the joint. This operation proved a perfect 
success, as it was followed by a cure and a complete restora- 
?tion of the functions of the limb. 

Delayed Ovariotomies. — Dr. Rufus B. Hall contributes 
the history of a series of delayed ovariotomies to the Lancet- 
*CTimc and makes the following very just observations: The 
:great secret of success in ovariotomy is to have the patient 
submit to the operation early, while the tumor is yet small, 
and free from adhesions; before the patient's health is broken 
down from suffering, and complications occur which so fre- 
quently exist in large tumors. While the men engaged in 
this special work are a unit in urging early operations in 
these cases, the profession at large is not. There is still to 
be found the doubting Thomas, the man who says to his pa- 
tient wait until the tumor bothers you before you bother it, or 
some such subterfuge; and who sends these cases to the oper- 
ator when they cannot live any longer as they are. But if the 
operation has been postponed until the patients are in extrem- 
ity, and they and their friends request that it be made, know- 
ing the danger of it,it is then our duty to operate and give them 
^he only chance, even if it is ever so small. No patient should 
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be refused an operation where there is the slightest possible 
-chance of recovery. The fact, that the justification of any 
operation is its necessity, and not the numerical recoveries 
from its performance, makes it none the less galling to the 
operator to have deaths occur in his practice, which must in 
all honesty be charged to the consequences of delay. It is 
not a pleasant task for any one to report his cases which have 
•died after operations. 

Severe Traumatie Sciatica Cured by the Removal of 
a Spiculum of Bone from the Edge of the Great Sacro- 
Sciatic Foramen. — Dr. Bland Sutton communicated the de- 
tails of this case to the Clinical Society of London. The pa- 
lient was chief mate of a sailing vessel. Soon after leaving 
St. Vincent the head of his left thigh bone was dislocated by 
a ^' derrick boom" falling upon him. An earnest but rough 
attempt was made by the crew, directed by the captain, to re- 
•duce the dislocation, but this failed. A few days later reduc- 
tion was effected under chloroform, at a hospital in the Canary 
Islands. After the accident the patient suffered great pain in 
the thigh and leg in the course of the sciatic nerve and its sub- 
divisions. This he endured for six months. The patient then 
came under Mr. Bland Sutton's care, who made an exploration 
of the great sacro-sciatic foramen by an incision through the 
buttock, the patient being placed in the position of a body 
when the gluteal region is b^ing dissected; this position 
.:greatly facilitated the steps of the operation. A spiculum of 
bone fifteen millimetres long was found at the edge of the 
foramen in such a position that the point was pressed into the 
nerve when the limb was extended. The spiculum was re- 
moved with bone forceps, the cut edges of the gluteus care- 
fully sutured with gut, and the wound closed. The patient 
made a rapid recovery, lost all his pain, and resumed his 
work. 

Rib Frac5\ure from Muscular Ad^ion. — In an article 
nipon this interesting subject (Univ. Med. Mag,), Dr. Joseph 
P. Tunis has tabulated all the recorded cases of this rare ac- 
cident, including one observed by himself. His conclusions 
in regard to this fracture are given as follows : 1®. Forty cases 
having been reported, we may reasonably expect to hear of 
others, perhaps to see them ourselves. 2^. Of these accidents 
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more than one-fourth have occarred in individuals of appa- 
rently sound constitution. 3^. The left side has been most 
often affected, and either the middle or anterior third of the 
rib the usual positions of the fracture. Of forty-nine frac- 
tures, only five have occurred above the sixth rib. The great 
majority have been among the lower six (omitting the twelfth). 
4^. The exciting causes have been : Coughing (25), muscular 
effort (11), sneezing (3), and vomiting (1). The determining 
cause has been the action of the muscles, unless thirty-four 
observers have been deceived by the testimony of patients, 
who could gain nothing by such deception. 5^. Herard re- 
ports the youngest example (Case 2) of this accident, a woman 
22 years old. No case has been published younger than this, 
no doubt on account of the great elasticity of the ribs in« 
youth. 6^. Of these forty cases, two died of some intercur- 
rent affection. The remaining thirty-eight made a complete 
recovery in the usual time. 7^. More men (22) have suffered 
than women (17), and the average age has been 48 years. 

RIB AFFECTED. SIDE AFFECTED. . 



Second rib 2 Eighth rib. ...7 Right side 10 

Fourth** 1 Ninth '*....7 Lelt side 19 

Fifth ** 2 Tenth **....« Unrecorded 11 

Sixth *' 5 Eleventh ** . . . .7 — 

Seventh ** 3 Unrecorded ... .9 Total 40 

The difficulty and the doubts which have attended the di- 
agnosis of many of these cases ought to disappear as more 
and more examples of this accident are reported. Already, by 
the consent of the m8Jority of surgeons and by the evidence 
of accumulated cases, the possibility of rib fracture from mus- 
cular action, even in persons of sound constitution, seems 
sufficiently proven. 

Treatment of Tubercular Joint Disease. — At a recent 
meeting of the Harveian Society of London, Mr. Watson 
Cheyne read a paper (Provincial Med, Jour,), on the expectant 
plan of treatment versus operative interference in cases of 
tubercular joint disease. He began by showing various spec- 
imens by means of the lantern to illustrate the pathology and 
distribution of this disease. He then discussed the curability 
of tubercular disease, and the risk of auto-infection, and the 
bearing on the treatment of the age of the patient, his general 
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condition, the presence of phthisis^ the local condition of the 
joint, etc. He summed up his remarks by saying that oper- 
ative treatment was desirable where chronic suppuration had 
occurred ; where the disease is still localized to one part 
of the synovial membrane or bone ; in many cases where 
there is a deposit in the bone along with general synovial 
thickening ; in caees of diffuse synovial disease where expect- 
ant treatment has failed ; in cases where a better functional 
result can be obtained by operation ; in cases in adults where 
deformities are present which canon]y be remedied by opera- 
tion ; in many cases where there are septic sinuses ; in cer- 
tain cases where phthisis is present, or the general condition 
is such as to require removal of the disease ; in adults more 
frequently than in children ; in the.poor more frequently than 
in the rich. Expectant treatment should be employed in the 
first instance in cases of diffuse synovial disease without sup- 
puration, provided that there are no other reasons requiring 
operative interference, and it should be persevered in so long 
as improvement follows ; also at first in cases of children, 
where osseous deposits are present in parts where they can 
not be reached without excision, or in cases where the pres- 
ence of osseous deposits in the bone is doubtful ; also in some 
instances where septic sinuses are present. In any case, it 
should be persevered with longer in children than in adults. 

Mr. Edmund Owen said he thought that the Harveian So- 
ciety might be congratulated on having been inaugurated by 
Mr. Watson Cheyne. He was delighted to find that Mr. 
Gheyne (who might almost be regarded as the English 
Mographer of microorganisms) was standing up as a warm ad- 
vocate of the expectant treatment of tubercular arthritis. 

Mr. Barker believed that after excision of the hip, the 
subsequent malnutrition and stunting of the limb is often due 
to the disease which rendered the operation necessary, and 
not to the operation itself. Excision of the hip, in his opin- 
ion, should only be advocated when expectant treatment had 
been fully tried and had failed. When caseation is advanc- 
ing, and has gone beyond the stage suited for expectant treat- 
ment, excision should be performed. When suppuration ex- 
isted in the hip, it was very unlikely that the head could be 
saved, and he considered it would be therefore better in such 
cases to excise at once, rather than to excise and drain. 
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Mr. Bowlby would not advocate prolonged treatment after 
opening an abscess in connection with the hip-joint. Hi& 
usual practice in such cases is to open the abscess, as soon as 
there is any evidence of its presence^ by such a free incision 
as to render a drainage tube unnecessary. He thinks that it 
is only in a few cases that the joint is the source of constitu* 
tional infection, but that in general the tuberculosis is the re- 
sult of pre-existing hectic, which has caused a weakening of 
the system. In many cases, too, it would be found at the 
autopsy that there was some older tubercular lesion in the 
hip-joint. 

Mr. Roger Williams said that dry spontaneous cure of hip> 
joint disease was very rare, although such a termination was 
quite common in cases of pulmonary phthisis. 

Mr. Lockwood asked Mr. Watson Cheyne what was his ex* 
perience of arthrectomy? 

Mr. Watson Cheyne, in reply, said that he fuJly agreed 
with Mr. Bowlby, that abscesses should not be drained ; but 
that they should, if possible, be extirpated. In cases of sup* 
puration occurring in the case of hip disease, it was better, if 
possible, to remove any sequestrum, and not to excise the 
head of the femur as a routine practice. Arthrectomy, he 
thought, was not suited for adults, and he preferred to remove 
the whole of the synovial membrane with scissors, rather 
than to scrape it. 



Prizes for Essays. — The American Humane Society of- 
fers two prizes, each of $250, for the best essays on the ques- 
tion whether vivisection should be permitted in the interests 
of humanity, and, if so, with what restrictions. Essays 
should be sent to George T. Angell, No. 19 Milk street, Boston,, 
before January. 

Alvarenga Prize. — The College of Physicians of Phila* 
delphia announces that the next award of the Alvarenga Prize, 
being the income for one year of the bequest of the late Sen or 
Alvarenga, and amounting to about one hundred and 
eighty dollars, will be made on July 14, 1891. Essays in- 
tended for competition may be upon any subject in medicine,, 
and must be received by the secretary of the college on or 
before May 1, 1891. 
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3ook HemeiPS. 

Hygiene and Public Health. By Louis C. Parkes, M.D., 
D.P.H. Small 8vo., pp. 485. Second Edition with Illus-^ 
trations. [Philadelphia: P. Blakiston, Son & Co., 1890. 
Price, $2.50. 

This handsome volume represents a work which met with 
a flattering reception upon the issuance of its first edition, 
which was exhausted within six months after its appearance. 
While it may not be an invariable rule that large sales are an 
index of the value of a work of this character, in this case its 
truth cannot be doubted. The rapid sale of Parkes' Hygiene 
was certainly well deserved, and this second edition will 
doubtless be as eagerly taken up, more especially since the 
author has revised the work and made many valuable 
additions. 

The perfunctory teaching of the elements of hygiene will' 
soon be a thing of the past and to successfully inculcate its 
broad principles it is necessary to give the student a guide to 
direct him in the proper channels. For this purpose the 
book before us seems to be peculiarly adapted. The author 
has had opportunity to teach hygiene and public health in 
University College, London, and his other connections with 
sanitary affairs have made him not only conversant with tha 
subject, but competent to write upon it. 

The work is very thorough and systematic, besides being 
useful. It is neatly and tastily bound and the type is clear. 

Mineral Springs and Health Resorts of California, with 
a Complete Chemical Analysis of every Important Min- 
eral Water in the World. Prize Essay presented to the 
Medical Society of the State of California, April 20, 1889. 
By WiNSLow Anderson, M. D. 8vo. pp. 384. Illustrated. 
[San Francisco: The Bancroft Company, 1890. Price 
$1.50. 

The talented co-editor of the Pacific Medical Journal has 
given us an excellent guide to the ** Springs" of California 
in this volume. He has been very industrious in this respect 
and he indulges in numerous bits of descriptive writing. 
The analytical tables which he gives are valuable more espe- 
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cially to the physician. The work has been written as much 
for the pnblic as for the profession, and will doubtless serve 
a good purpose. 

In some places the diction is very careless^ as, for instance, 

•on page 46, where the author states that '' The skin throws 
aff many poisonous substances from the body, such as urea, 
uric acid, lactic acid, biliary acids, poisons from malaria, 

'Cutaneous diseases, and blood diseases and water^ fatty matters 
and epidermic debris." 

While profusely illustrated, a great many of the cuts are 
old and show long and faithful service prior to their appear- 
ance in this work, and a few are execrable. The printers 
have printed the text in a very clean manner and the binding 
is neat. 

.A Did^ionary of Pra<5tical Medicine. By Various Writers. 
Edited by Jambs Kinoston Fowler, M.A., M.D. 8vo. 
pp. 942. [ Philadelphia : P. Blakiston, Son & Co. 1890. 

The modem tendency of book makers who write works for 
Teady reference is to compress everything in the smallest pos- 
sible space, and it is a very convenient device when the work 
'is properly done. The object of such aids is evidently to fur- 
nish, in a short space of time, the marked outlines and fea- 
'tures of a subject, the idea of trenching upon the field of more 
elaborate treatises not being entertained. The work before us 
is what it purports to be — a dictionary, not an encyclopedia, 
of the practice of medicine, and the names of the gentlemen 
who have contributed are a sufficient guarantee of the worth 
of the book. While essentially English, and, on that account, 
differing somewhat in details from American practice, it has 
•been carefully written and edited. It has also been brought 
up to date so far as reliable information is concerned. 

The conservative tone of the English is manifest through- 
out, and the enthusiastic observations of certain authors have 
been well weighed and are given for what they are worth. In 
some cases, while no doubt is thrown upon observations, they 
are merely stated and further investigation is asked for before 
>they can be accepted as conclusive. 

A wide range of subjects is considered in this work, many 
of which, like tumors, are generally relegated to surgery. 
♦Ophthalmology, Dermatology, Gynaecology, etc., receive a fair 



1890.1 Book Rbviews. 377 

share of attention. In fact, nearly every trouble, with the 
exception of the traumatisms and some other surgical lesions, 
which may come before the general practitioner is made the 
subject of an article whose length is in accordance with the 
importance of the subject. Pathology also receives a fair 
share of attention. 

A feature of the present work is its very complete index 
with cross-references. This index has been very judiciously 
placed at the beginning of the Dictionary, thus obviating the 
unp^leasant task of continually turning to the end whenever 
it is desired to consult the work. This convenient method is 
one which should be adopted in all works of a similar char- 
acter, for, besides being more pleasant, it also exercises quite 
some influence in preserving the book from the wear and tear 
incident to a great deal of handling. 

The typographical work is unexceptional, the type being 
clear, although a trifle small. The publishers will, no doubt, 
see the work meet with an extensive and ready sale. 



Citerary Xloks. 

The TransacSlions of the Medical Society of the State 
of Pennsylvania is an octavo of 339 pages containing the pro- 
ceedings and papers of the session 1889-90. A number of ex- 
cellent papers appear, together with the ofiicial publications 
of the Society. The appearance of the book is good, being 
golten up in Dornan's usual style. 

The Prescription is a new journal which is announced to 
appear on January first next. It will be issued by the Dan- 
ebury Medical Printing Co., and will be amonthly of forty-eight 
pages, devoted entirely to practical therapeutics. It will be 
filled with prescriptions and their therapeutic applications 
only. The subscription price is to be one dollar per year. 

The Western Doctor is the latest in the field of medical 
journalism. It is a four-page quarto to appear monthly at 
the subscription price of fifty cents per annum. The editor is 
Dr. Emory Lanphear, who has been conducting the Kansas 
City Medical Index. The Western Doctor is announced as a 
4iiedical newspaper, but we are somewhat disappointed in the 
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first number, as it consists simply of matter taken bodily 
from the last IndeXy the same galleys even haying served in> 
its make-up. We hope that our genial friend on the Kaw will 
pull himself together and make the Weitern Doctor a medical 
newspaper^ for we need one and it would meet with liberal' 
support at the hands of the profession. 

The Medical Communications oi the Massachusetts 
Medical Society are always good. In the present number 
(No. 1, 1890) we have the papers delivered on June 10 and 11, 
1890. These are all of a high order of merit and their reading 
has been rendered a pleasure by the printers who use large 
plain type in the transactions. The Annual Discourse, by 
Dr. James C. White is a very interesting as well as important 
piece of work. 

The Transadlions of the Association of American Phy- 
sicians for 1890 is a handsome octavo of 275 pages, printed' 
by Dornan, of Philadelphia. As in the past this publication 
continues to be a welcome visitor and the papers it contains- 
are an evidence of the serious and useful work which Ameri- 
cans can perform when they determine to do so. The papers 
in this volume are fully up to the mark and, perhaps, more 
inte^resting than those which have appeared in previous vol- 
umes of these transactions. Nearly all of the papers have 
been printed in part or in full so that it is unnecessary to al- 
lude to any with the exception, perhaps, of that of Dr. Gra- 
ham who describes two cases of acromegaly of which only^ 
three have been previously observed in this country and' 
eighteen altogether anterior to Graham's. 

The Index-Catalogue of the Surgeon-General's Li- 
brary continues to appear the latest volume which has 
reached us, being the eleventh which includes Phsedronus to 
Regent. A supplementary report precedes the index proper, 
and, in this report, may be found a complete list of all the 
new medical periodicals which have appeared since the last 
list of a similar nature was published. We can do nothing 
but reiterate the words of praise with which we have noticed 
the appearance of each new volume of this splendid work. 
It will always remain a monument to the patience, painstak- 
ing efforts and thoroughneps, which has characterized the 
labors of those engaged in the undertaking. Being a com- 
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plete index-catalogue of the best medical library in the world, 
upon whose shelves we find, not only every available work in 
medicine, but also complete files of all the medical journals 
published upon the globe, its value to students and writers is 
inestimable. 

The Story of the Ba(5leria,by T. Mitchell Prudden,is so 
well known as to need no words of commendation at our 
hands. It is a little work that may be read with profit by lay 
readers as well as physicians. The main idea throughout is 
to give, in clear, simple, and concise language, a correct con- 
ception of the micro-organisms of which the author treats, 
both in respect to their morphology as well as in regard to 
the role which they play — pathogenetic and otherwise. 
Messrs. G. P. Putnam's Sons, of New York, have issued this 
work in a neat volume at the cost of 75 cents, thus placing it 
within the reach of all who may be interested in the subject. 

A Correction which we desire to make and to which we 
call the attention of our readers is the following: In the Oc- 
tober number of the Journal we had occasion to notice two 
excellent little works on * 'Intestinal Diseases of Children" 
and ** Hypodermic Medication.'' We stated that the pub- 
lisher was Mr. P. A. Davis, of Detroit, when it should have 
been Mr. Geo. S. Davis, of Detroit. As this might lead to 
confusion on the part of those intending to purchase, we take 
pleasure in calling attention to this as Mr. F. A. Davis is lo- 
cated in Philadelphia and is also a publisher of medical 
books, this circumstance having probably lead to the error 
which was unintentionally committed by the reviewer. 

The Baltimore Medical and Surgical Record has made 
its bow. It is an octavo whose first number contains forty- 
two pages. It is issued by T. H. Graham, who is both editor 
and proprietor, and proposes to give some compensation to 
those who write for his publication, which is issued at $1.00 
per year. In his salutatory, the editor states that *' when the 
crime of adding another medical journal to the already in- 
flated list is about to be committed in cold blood, an humble 
apology may at first sight seem to be due the long-suffering 
public, but no matter how heinous and flagrant a misde- 
meanor, there are always extenuating circumstances which 
the weary public must consider. But by dividing the edi- 
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torial work among a number of specialists who will contribute 
their share of work throughout the year, and by allowing a 
slight money compensation for original articles, the manage- 
ment hope to supply a journal that will be a mirror of the 
best talent of the medical profession of Maryland." 

Post-Mortems, what to look for, and how to make them, 
is the subject of a little book by A. H. Newth, to which Dr. 
F. W. Owen has made additions. The entire subject is very 
clearly summarized, and includes, besides directions of how 
to make autopsies, important notes in regard to -'suspected 
deaths.'^ The order in which the necropsy should be carried 
on, the organs to be particularly examined, those appear- 
ances which should excite suspicion, and, in fact, all the prin- 
cipal points connected with a medico-legal examination of a 
cadaver are included within the 186 pages of this book. It is 
published by the Illustrated Medical Journal Co., of Detroit, 
at $1.00. 

Dust and Its Dangers is a subject of more than ordinary 
interest to physicians and laity alike. In his little work on 
the subject, T. Mitchell Prudden calls attention to the dan- 
gers attending the indiscriminate scattering of the sputa of 
phthisical patients. If this book were read by all classes of so- 
ciety, and its injunctions heeded, it would greatly help to 
diminish the mortality resulting from consumption, so- 
called. Physicians having phthisical patients should make 
these and their families read the book, not only for the bene- 
fits to be directly derived from a prophylactic point of view, 
but to relieve their distress of mind caused by the prevalent 
popular idea that this dread disease is hereditary in nature. 
The cost of this valuable little book is 76 cents, and is issued 
from the press of G. P. Putnam's Sons, of New York. 

Saunders' Pocket Medical Lexicon is a handy little 
volume suited to the pocket, and containing about everything 
that a medical student requires in this line, in the way of 
ready reference. It is not intended to replace the large and 
more elaborate dictionaries, nor does it contain elaborate nor 
minute information. Dr. Keating and Mr. Hamilton have 
joined their forces to good purpose, however, in the prepara- 
tion of this little duodecimo, and supplementary information 
in regard to metric and apothecaries' weights, poisons and 
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their antidotes, and abbreviations have been judiciously 
added. An important point which has been especially aimed 
at is accuracy in terminology. This little book will, doubt- 
less become the vade mecuvi of medical students, and those 
desirous of procuring a copy can do so by addressing W. B« 
Saunders, Philadelphia, Penn. The price is 75 cents in cloth, 
ond $1.00 in morocco tucks. 

A Compend of Surgery and of Venereal Diseases con* 
stilutes No. 9 of the Quiz Compends of the popular series 
issued by P. Blakiston, Son & Co., of Philadelphia. Dr. 
Orville Herwitz has made a good little practical manual of 
this. The present is a revision of a previous edition, in which 
the chapters on antiseptic surgery, mortification and gan- 
grene, venereal diseases and inflammation have been entirely 
rewritten so as to include the latest advances made in connec- 
tion with these subjects. The chapter on diseases of the eye 
and its appendages has been judiciously omitted, as it is 
properly enlarged and made into a separate volume. The 
same could have been profitably done with the subject of 
venereal diseases. This little book is for sale in St. Louis by 
the John L. Boland Book and Stationery Co., at the price of 
$1.00. 

Essentials of the Practice of Medicine is one of the 
best of Saunders' Question Compends. It is a double num- 
ber (8 and. 9), including an appendix on the examination of 
urine by Dr. Lawrence Wolff, the first or major portion of the 
work being by Dr. Henry Morris. The entire subject is gone 
over in a conscientious way and, considering the limitations 
of space to which the author ^as been restricted, he has done 
hie work remarkably well. The task of giving a clear idea 
of the principles and practice of medicine, in the iorm of 
question and answer within 300 duodecimo pages is a very 
difficult one at best. Dr. Morris has well acquitted himself 
of this and has produced a little book of value, in which facts 
can be readily and easily ascertained in the smallest possible 
space of time. This being a double number, it is sold at the 
price of $2.00, by W. B. Saunders, of Philadelphia. 

The Essentials of Diseases of Children is No. 15 of 
Saunders' Quiz Compends, which have made such a favorable 
impression. This number is by Dr. William M. Powell, who 
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has bad abundant opportunities in the field of pediatrics. In 
this little book the author has drawn largely from recognized 
authorities on the diseases of children, paying greatest atten- 
tion to the symptomatic and therapeutical parts of his sub- 
ject. The only objection which can be urged against the 
book, and it is a common fault of all works of this character, 
is that the subjects are disposed of in such a summary way. 
The proof-reader reads it tinea carcinata on page 213. But 
why favus is omitted we cannot understand. Altogether this 
number of the compend series is a good one and will help 
the student considerably in the elucidation of the difficult 
class of diseases with which it deals. For sale by W. B. 
Saunders, of Philadelphia, at $1.00. 

Pamphlets Received. — The following have been re- 
ceived during the past month and the Journal's thanks are 
returned therefor: Suppurating Endothelioma — Myofibroma 
in a Condition of Necrobiosis — Remarks on the Treatment of 
the Pedicle, etc., by Mary A. Dixon Jones, M. D. (Reprint- 
ed from the Medical Record^ Sept. 6, 1890.) ; Diagnosis and 
Treatment of Gunshot Wounds of the Stomach and Intestines, 
by N. Senn, M. D., Ph. D. (Reprinted from The Journal of 
the American Medical Association^ Aug. 30, Sept. 6 and 13, 
1890.); Another Hitherto Undescribed Disease of the Ovaries, 
Anonmlous Menstrual Bodies, by Mary A. Dixon Jones, M. 
D. (Reprinted from the New York Medical Journal for May 
10 and 17, 1890.); Immigrant Dermatoses,. by James C. White, 
M. D. (Reprinted from the Journal of Cutaneous and Genito- 
urinary Diseases^ October, 1890.) ; Sanitary Address to the 
People of the State of Missouri, From Committe on State 
Medicine, Missouri Medical Association, by John W. Trader, 
M. D. 

Books Received. — The following books were received 
during the past month and will be reviewed in future numbers 
of the Journal. 

Hygiene and Public Health, by Louis C. Parkes, M. D. 
Second Edition with Illustrations. Small 870, pp. 455. [Phil- 
adelphia: P. Blakiston^ Son & Co. 1890. St. Louis : J. L. 
Boland Book and Stationery Co. Price, $2.50. 

A Manual of the Practice of Medicine, by Frederick Tay- 
lor, M. D. 8vo, pp. 877. Illustrated. [Philadelphia: P. 
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Blakiston, Son & Co. 1890. St. Louis : J. L. Boland Book and 
•Stationery Co. 

A Dictionary of Practical Medicine, by Various Writers, 
edited by James Kingston Fowler, M. D. 8vo, pp. 942. [Phil- 
adelphia : P. Blakiston, Son & Co. 1890. St. Louis : Jno. L. 
Boland Book and Stationery Go. 

Saunders' Question Gompends, No. 15. Essentials of the 
Diseases of Children, by William M, Powell, M. D. 12mo, 
pp. 222. [Philadelphia : W. B. Saunders, 1890. Price, $1.00. 

A Treatise on the Diseases of Infancy and Childhood, by 
J. Lewis Smith, M. D. Seventh Edition, thoroughly re- 
vised. 8vo, pp. 900, with Fifty-One Illustrations. [Philadel- 
phia : Lea Brothers & Co. 1890. 

Post-Mortems. What to Look for and how to Make them, 
by A. H, Newth. Edited with numerous Notes and Additions, 
by F. W. Owens, M. D. 12mo, pp. 136. [Detroit : The lUus- 
trated Medical Journal Co. Price, $1.00. 

Transactions of the American Otological Society for the 
year 1890. Vol. 4, Part 4. 8vo, pp. 519-666. [Published by 
the Society. 1890. 

Text-Book of Materia Medica for Nurses, compiled by La- 
yinia L. Dock. 12mo. pp. 201. [New York and London: 
O. P. Putnam's Sons, 1890. Price, $1.25. 



Von Nussbaum, the celebrated Bavarian surgeon, died 
recently. 

Ether Inebriety is said to be very prevalent at present 
in the North of Ireland. 

The American Academy of Medicine will hold its an- 
nual meeting at Philadelphia, Wednesday and Thursday, De- 
cember 3 and 4. 

The Tari£f on Medical Books printed abroad in any other 
language than English has been abolished and these publica- 
tions are now admitted free of duty. 

The Northern Kansas Medical Society held its thir- 
teenth semi-annual session at Seneca on November 13. Two 
sessions were held and a number of interesting papers read. 



884 Editorial Department. [December^ 

The Keokuk Medical College, has been lately organized 
by a number of the members of the faculty of the old college. 

Dr. Gustave Monod, the last surviving founder of the 
Soci6t^ de Chirurgie of Paris, died recently at the age of 87.. 
He was eminently esteemed both for his personal qualifica- 
tions and for his skill in surgery. 

A Hint to Topers.— One of our exchanges publishes the 
following, which every toper should paste in his hat. Two 
drops of creasote made from beech tar, given with a little 
water, is said to be a specific for hiccough arising from drunks 
enness. 

Sister Rose Gertrude, who some little time ago, went to 
the Sandwich Islands to act as a nurse, has resigned. She^ 
preferred charges against Mr. Reynolds, the agent of the 
Board of Health, recommending his dismissal, but the Legis- 
lature tabled it and subsequently accepted her resignation. 

The Cincinnati Medical Society held its annual election 
October 28, last, with the following result : President, Dr. 
Max Thorner; First Vice-President, Dr. J. A. Thompson; 
Second Vice-President, Dr. C. B. Van Zant ; Secretary, Dr. 
L. S. Colter; Corresponding Secretary, Dr. A. D. Birchard;: 
and Treasurer, Dr. J. C. Oliver. 

The Next International Congress, which will be held in 
Rome in 1893, is already engaging the attention of the profes* 
sion in Italy. Among the most rational measures which have 
already been taken is that of selecting a time when malaria is 
least prevalent. It may be, however, that despite this the 
exaggerated horrors of the Pontine marshes may deter many 
from visiting the Eternal City on the occasion of the meeting 
of the congress. 

Dr. Roberts Bartholow has severed his connection with 
the Jefferson Medical College, per force. One of our ex- 
changes states that on October 27, the Trustees of the Jeffer- 
son Medical College declared vacant the Chair of Materia 
Medica, General Therapeutics, and Hygiene, which for eleven 
years past has been occupied by Professor Roberts Bartholow. 
It is stated that this action was taken because Dr. Bartholow 
declined to resign, despite his ill-health, which has made it 
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impossible for him to perform the duties of the chair satis- 
factorily to the Trustees. It is rumored that mental over- 
work overbalanced his mind and that he is laboring under 
some form of monomania. We sincerely hope that there is 
no foundation to this report. 

Chloroform prepared without the use of ethylic alcohok 
is shortly to be placed on the market, the technical difficul- 
ties in the way of the (commercially) successful nianufacture 
by the new method having at last been overconae. The- 
product is reported to be one of great purity and power, but 
we do not gather what special advantages in price, etc., it can 
claim over the ordinary chloroform prepared from methylated' 
spirit. 

The Ambulance Surgeon of New York has a rather un- 
fortunate time of it. If he is behindhand he is abused; if he 
is in too much of a hurry he is blamed ; if he thinks the pa- 
tient will die on the way, and refuses to take him, he is cen- 
sured ; and if he takes the patient, and does get him to the 
hospital alive, the victim is announced to have been hustled- 
to death. This is not a perfect world ; but, take it all in all, 
the ambulance system of that city is probably better than that 
anywhere else. 

Benefits of Regulation of Practice.— The result of seven- 
years' operation of the Medical Practice Acts in Minnesota 
has been to reduce the ratio of physicians to population 
from 1 to 650 to 1 to 1,250. During the last three years 205 
candidates presented themselves for examination, and 77 of 
them were rejected. This shows in a very practical manner 
the benefits of legislation carried out in a proper manner, and 
the general adoption of similar measures in all the States 
would only result in benefits to the public and profession. 

Association of Acting Assistant Surgeons of the U. S. 
Army. — Dr. W. Thornton Parker, Salem, Mass., Recorder of 
the Association, writes to us as follows : 

The Historical Records of the members of the Association* 
of Acting Assistant Surgeons U, S. Army are about ready for 
publication, and those who have not forwarded their army 
medical history should do so with the least possible delay.. 
From a professional standpoint these records are interesting. 
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and valuable. Undoubtedly there are many past Acting As- 
sistant Surgeons of the Army who have served during and 
-since the War of the Rebellion who have not yet joined our 
Association. It is to be hoped that this reminder will bring 
many to increase our membership. It is also very desirable 
that any one having records of deceased Acting Assistant 
*Surgeons should send historical notes concerning their mili- 
tary medical history to the Recorder. 

A Good Example. — The Nardiakt Medicinsht Arkiv is a 
monthly journal published at Stockholm by learned descendants 
•of the Vikings. The name is not melodious, says the Medical 
Record, nor do its syllables drop from the lips like the melting 
music of the Italian speech, but the journal sets a good example 
to Italy, and arouses the kindliest feelings in our bosom as we 
take it up. For while the body of the journal is filled with 
•original ''Bidrags," " Bemarkninger," etc., there is an ap- 
pendix in which summaries of these articles are given in 
French. This saves us from turning important Scandinavian 
literature over to our polyglot editor, who is at present much 
•engrossed in practicing the Chinese dialects, talking to him- 
self in Russian and answering in Czechish. The example of 
^he Nordiskt Medicinskt Arkiv deserves imitation from other 
-countries in Europe. The world is to have but three lan- 
guages, English, French, German (and perhaps Bost<>nian) ; 
;and the smaller nations of the globe would help their medical 
brethren if they recognized this. 

Dr. Henry Jacob Bigelow died at the age of seventy 
years, at his home at Oak Hill, Newton, Mass., shortly before 
noon on October 80, and in his death Boston has lost a 
surgeon who in his ability, originality, and ingenuity of 
invention has not been equaled. As long ago as 1844 he 
began to publish a number of surgical works which soon 
gave him a world-wide reputation, and an essay of bis on 
-** Orthopsedic Surgery" obtained the Boylston Prize of Har- 
vard University in 1844. He invented what is known as 
Bigelow's operation of lithotrity, the value of which is uni- 
versally recognized. The French Academy of Medicine' 
awarded him a prize for the operation in 1882, although the 
onedical profession both in this country and abroad had long 
"before recognized its value and resorted to it. Harvard 
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Univfersity conferred the degree of LL.D. upon Dr. Bigelow 
in 1882, and he was made Emeritus Professor of Surgery in 
Harvard Medical School. 

He retired from the practice of medicine in 1886. For a 
long period Dr. Bigelow was a sufferer from gastric and 
hepatic disease and his death was not unexpected by his 
•friends. 

Death from an Operation. — We read in one of our ex- 
changes that a young woman died under the influence of chlo- 
roform while undergoing a slight surgical operation in a 
hospital in Chicago, on November 7th. Her parents took her 
to the hospital to have a small mole removed from her right 
cheek. The mole was excised, but when the physician sought 
to revive the patient, she was seized with a convulsion, and 
expired. If electrolysis had been employed, chloroform 
would have been unnebessary, death would have been averted, 
and a better final result secured. 

Dr. L^sar's Case. — One of our exchanges publishes an 
item which has been going the rounds of the medical press in 
a more or less modified form and which is as follows : Dr. 
Lassar, Secretary of the Tenth International Medical Con- 
gress, ran away from Berlin to escape the consequences of 
treating the Empres9 badly while conducting her through the 
! exhibition. It is also stated that his ofiicial statements were 

incorrect. Lastly he is said to be insane. 

The true inwardness of the whole affair is said to be an ex- 
cess of caution on the part of Dr. Lassar. He had placed on 
exhibition in the<mtt^eum of the Congress, a number of plas- 
tic representations of venereal diseases ^ and, on the occasion 
of her Majesty's visit, had screens placed before the collec- 
tion in order not to shock her modesty. When she arrived 
she ordered the screens removed, became incensed, and sig- 
nified her displeasure to Dr. Lassar, who took refuge in 
flight. 

Embalming Among the Ancient Egyptians. — Dr. 
Grant Bey, in a recent paper (^Provincial Medical Journal), 
describes the three methods of embalming practiced by the 
ancient Egyptians : The first and most expensive process 
(the cost was about £500) was as follows: The brain was 
•carefully and effectually extracted by breaking into the skull 
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through the nose, and some antiseptic, generally bitumen, 
was put in its place. An oblique opening, three or four 
inches in length, was made on the left side of the' abdomen, 
commencing a little in front of the false ribs and extending 
obliquely downward and forward to the anterior superior 
spine of the ilium, and the cadaver was eviscerated by thi& 
opening, and the cavity filled with a composition of myrrh, 
cassia, etc. The intestines and other internal organs were 
washed in antiseptics, and packed into canopic vases with- 
aromatic and antiseptic spices. The cadaver was now steeped 
in natron for seventy days, then washed and swathed in 
bandages, and thus handed over to the family. The second 
process, which cost only £81 (10 min^e), was as follows : A 
substance called the oil of cedar was forced into the interior 
of the body through the intestines, a process which was said 
to have dissolved the internal organs, so that they could 
be removed without mutilating the body. The body was 
then steeped in a solution of natron (native carbonate of soda)* 
till the body shrivelled up, when it was taken out, washed 
and swathed in bandages. By the third process, which was 
inexpensive, the whole body was simply salted for seventy 
days or boiled in bitumen, and then given back to the friends. 

Hygiene in the Public Schools. — At the late meeting of 
the Medical Society of the County of New York, the above 
was the subject of a special report read by Dr. Henry S. 
Chapin, of the Committee on Hygiene, in which he stated 
that a personal investigation by him, of which he gave a de- 
tailed report, showed that many of the class-rooms were over- 
crowded, badly lighted, badly ventilated, and subject to foul 
odors. For instance, in one of the up-town school-houses, a 
one-story building, which was formerly a skating-rink, he 
found that six of the class-rooms had no window opening on 
the outside air, but were lighted and ventilated by sky-lights 
only, and the ventilation was insufficient. Three of the class- 
rooms were unprovided with desks. The closets were on the 
same floor as the class-rooms, and an offensive odor was dis- 
tinctly noticed in the rear class-rooms, 960 children attended 
at this school, and during September 220 others were excluded 
from it for want of room. The following is Dr. Chapin's re- 
port of another school: ** School 7, No. 60 Chrystie Street, 
1,100 children. This primary school is in three buildings,. 
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•one of which is an old rookery, formerly a tenement, and an- 
other is part of an old factory on Hester Street. The whole 
establishment is a disgrace to any civilized community. The 
<5hildren come from poor families, and they are given the 
poorest and scantiest accommodations. On a bright, sun- 
shiny d«,y, eleven of the stuffy class-rooms were lighted by 
gas, which, with the poor ventilation, made the atmosphere 
almost unbearable. Foul air from the boys' closets finds ac- 
cess to the school-room through the open windows and pas- 
sage-ways connecting the closets with the room above. Three 
back rooms on this floor have been condemned on account of 
the foul air and the general darkness, but the other rooms 
connecting with them, and in substantially the same condi- 
tion, are crowded with children." 

He found that the amount of air space allowed to the pupils 
•by the regulations of the School Department is as follows : 
**In the three lower classes of the primary departments, 
seventy cubic feet to each pupil ; in the three higher grades 
of the primary departments, eighty cubic feet; in the four 
lower grades of the grammar schools, ninety cubic feet, and 
in the four higher grades of the grammar schools, one hun- 
dred cubic feet. In marked contrast to this is the Board of 
Health's requirement, that four hundred to six hundred cubic 
feet of air space shall be allowed to each occupant of a tene- 
ment house, and that, at least, four hundred cubic feet shall 
be allowed to each lodgerin a lodging-house." 

An Ancient Work on Surgery. — The London Lancet 
states that Dr. Pagel, of Berlin, has found the oldest French 
work on surgery among the manuscripts of the Royal Library 
here, and is publishing it in the Archiv fur Klinische Chirurgie. 
It was written in the beginning of the fou|teenth century, 
and its author was Henri de Mondeville. He deals in great 
detail with all the measures necessary for the treatment of 
surgical cases, and gives exact instructions for the male 
and female attendants. Many of these instructions afford 
significant glimpses of domestic life nearly six centuries ago, 
not only in the palaces of princes, but also in the hovels of 
the working people and bondsmen. The author frequently 
intercalates rules for the guidance of the surgeon in his deal- 
ings with patients and their relatives. He instructs them 
how to wring their fees — ^^salariamextorquere^^ — from wealthy 
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but ungrateful patients. Passages of this kind give a vivid 
idea of the social position of physicians and surgeons in that 
remote period ; they also increase our knowledge of the su- 
perstitions of that time. Besides this, the work gives a 
pretty complete idea of the state of surgery in the fourteenth 
century. Its author was one of the most eminent surgeons of 
his time. After studying in Paris and Montpellier, especially 
under Jean Pitard, he became a professor of medicine and 
surgery. In 1301 he was appointed physician in ordinary to 
Philip IV of France, surnamed the Handsome, whom he ac- 
companied to Flanders. He began the book in 1306, but his 
progress was slow, owing to the multiplicity of his profes- 
sional engagements. A long delay was caused by the circum- 
stance that he accompanied Philip's brother, Charles de Val- 
ois, as army surgeon, to Arras and Englaijd. Thus it hap- 
pened that the book was still unfinished at the time the 
author died of lung disease, about the year 1318. Besides 
the Berlin manuscript, Dr. Pagel has used for his edition 
(the first ever published) three manuscripts belonging to the 
French National Library, which were le^t to the Berlin Li- 
brary by Leopold Deiisle, the head librarian there, for this 
purpose. , 

The Study of Medicine. — In the course of an article 
entitled '* Shall I Study Medicine," in the Pittsburgh Medical 
RevieWy Dr. R. Ellis says : Here is a college man of consid- 
erable ability who, while an interne at Belle vue, was justly 
considered one of the best men ever there; yet after six 
months' practice in New York, he assures me that his income 
has been just six dollars. To-day he is an assistant in a 
leading medical college, a young man of great ability, yet hi» 
income does not pay expenses. Here are seven men who, 
after graduating, borrowed enough to make a beginning, and 
settled in Brooklyn. I have just heard that the cool breezes 
of September no longer kiss their shingles in that beautiful 
city of churches. The reason for their failure is lack of 
capital and environment. Give each two years' hospital 
experience and the means to wait for success, and failure is 
nigh impossible, if they are men of the right caliber. I do 
not write to discourage men from entering upon the study of 
medicine. There is room to-day for carefully prepared prac- 
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titioners, especially in emaller places; room for men of 
ability who are willing to serve their community faithfully in 
exchange for a living if not for a competency. But I do wish 
to discourage, and completely, too, those who have no envir- 
onment, no capital and no ability. The struggle to one pos- 
sessing these qualities is long and disheartening, but to one 
without, the attempt to practice medicine can only bring the 
very keenest of disappointments and the most dismal of 
failures. 

Koch's Cure for Tuberculosis. — The medical men who 
attended the late International Medical Congress were elec- 
trified when Koch made the announcement that he believed 
that he had a cure for tuberculosis, basing that assumption 
upon the fact that he had prevented the action of experimen- 
tal inoculations upon guinea pigs. During the past month 
the secular press has been full of the success of Koch in cur- 
ing tuberculosis in man. Not only is the tubercular process 
arrested in the lungs, but deeper involvements such as those 
of the bones are also stopped and lupus yields in an astonish- 
ingly short space of time. The Emperor of Germany has do- 
nated large sums of money to Koch personally, and for the 
purpose of founding a hospital in which to carry out these 
measures. As to the method but meager details are afforded.. 
Hypodermic injections of an attenuated '* lymph'' are ad- 
ministered. This ** lymph " is putrescible and in the entire- 
modus medendi the strictest aseptic precautions are to be ob- 
served. We are further informed that when tuberculosis ex- 
ists in deep tissues more time is required for a good result as 
it requires more in order to eliminate the morbid tissues. 
That while the bacilli are destroyed the products of disease 
must be separated, which, while a comparatively quick and 
easy process when near the surface, takes more time when 
deeply situated. 

Diet,— The Medical Press and Circular states that it can 
not be denied that the restrictions imposed by medical men 
on the diet of patients is ofttimes the outcome of prejudice or 
whim, and it would be well if the practitioner paused awhile 
and considered whether or not the object in view might not 
be better attained by some less drastic method. First of all, 
there is no absolute standard of what is right and proper when 
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•individual stomachs are in question. The safest guide in such 
matters, under ordinary circumstances, is the patient's own 
.palate. This organ acts under the guidance of a natural in- 
stinct that is rarely at fault, though many persons mistrust 
its indications as if they were the suggestions of some friv- 
olous and wanton agency, rather than a skillful aud trust- 
worthy guide in the choice of food. At the same time he is 
• careful to remind us that the sense of taste, like any other 
sense, may so wrong and betray the confidence of its pos- 
sessor. It is the duty of the practitioner to detect these ec- 
centric or vicious palates, and to assist their owners in neu- 
%alizing their evil promptings and to sum up the recom- 
mendations, a change of diet is often better than mere re- 
striction, and it will often answer the purpose to diminish the 
quantity of a particular article instead of prohibiting it alto- 
gether. The change may be in the kind, in quantity, or in the 
disposition of the meals. This is the secret of the success of 
the cures at watering places, with their rigidly enforced diet- 
etic and hygienic rules, and the result can be attained on much 
less onerous terms if only the patient can be induced to mod- 
ify his regimen accordingly. The last form of adjustment is 
i.hat which imposes itself as persons pass from youth to old 
age. Digestion and assimilation are on the wane, and the in- 
take, both in quantity and kind, must be modified accord- 
ingly. On the whole, it is well to beware of hard and fast 
lines, for no two cases are exactly alike, and their manage- 
ment is complicated by collateral circumstances which have to 
:be taken into account. 



Cecal JlTebtcal ZHatters. 

The Physicians connected with the City Health Depart- 
iment have made a start which no one can tell how or where it 
wfll end. First came Dr. Harry ^'^cobson, who took unto 
himself a wife. He was shortly afterward followed by Dr. 
Finney, the Clerk of the Board of Health, who did likewise. 
We are anxiously awaiting the announcement of more, as 
there are several physicians at the City Dispensary who are 
•not yet Benedicts and the weather is growing colder. 
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23usiness 3tems. 

Dr. Enno Sander's Garrod Spa and Effervescent 
Lithia Water. — Dr. Enno Sander, the veteran chemist and 
manufacturer of aerated, carbonated and stiU mineral waters, 
has recently issued a little brochure which every physician 
should carefully read and digest. It is, namely, a r^sum^ of 
the opinions of distinguished physicians as to the therapeutic 
properties of the salts of lithium and of lithia waters, and 
comparison, made by competent observers, of the relative 
value of natural" and artificial lithia waters. In rheuma- 
tism, gout and certain kidney troubles, the value of lithia has 
been recognized for upwards of forty-five years, splendid 
results having followed the use of even the old and uncertain 
methods of exhibition of the agent. Millions and millions 
of dollars have been drawn from the pockets of the gullible 
public by owners of mineral springs, through the simple 
assertion, widely advertised, that their springs contained 
lithia, although the assertion rested on nothing stronger than 
the vivid imagination of the said owners, or the so-called 
analyses of obscure or venal chemists. - Dr. Sander's lithia 
waters are constant in their percentages of lithium carbonate 
(and other ingredients) and hence the physician knows 
exactly what he is prescribing in ordering them. 

Antikamnia. (Opposed to pain.) The American anal- 
gesic, antipyretic and anodyne. No cyanosis, no excitation, 
no evil aiter-efiects follow the exhibition of antikamnia. A 
new combination of coal tar derivatives of the series of 

Cincinnati, Ohio, Nov. 19, 1890. 

Antikamnia Chemical Co., St. Louis, Mo. : 

Dear Sirs — I have made a thorough trial of '* Antikamnia." 
In one case of extreme nervous irritability and prostration, 
accompanying neuralgia, I found it to be as efficacious as 
morphine, without any systemic disturbance. In the hectic 
fever of consumption (tuberculosis), it checked the parox- 
ysms of fever, lessened the sputa, and completely checked 
the cough, so as to allow a chance for recovery. 

705 Vine St. J. L. Wafpbnschmidt, M. D. 

1 oz. package, $1.00. Further information and samples 
sent free to any reputable , physician on application. Anti- 
kamnia Chemical Co., f .^nt Louis, Mo. 

Epilepsy. — In a case of epilepsy of several years duration 
I am happy to say that Peacock's Bromides did the work well, 
also prescribed it in cases of nervousness and headaches and 
was successful in relieving both. In eighteen years' practice 
I have not had such satisfactory results as from Peacock's 
Bromides. J. McBrowder, M. D. 

Montazuma, Ohio. 
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Character of Commendations. — Editorial of I. N. Love, 
M. D., Professor of Diseases of Children, Marion-Sims Col- 
lege of Medicine, and Editor of the Medical Mirror, — The 
Bnbject of uterine disease reminds me that daring the past 
six months I have had my attention drawn to a remedy 
which goes nnder the name of Diovibubmia; the formula of 
which is given bv the proprietors, it being composed of equal 
parts of the fluid extracts of viburnum prunifolium, viburnum 
opulus, dioscorea villosa, aletris farinosa, helonias dioica, 
mitchella repens, caulophyllum thalictroides, Scutellaria 
lateriflora (each fluid ounce contains f dram each of the fluid 
extract.) 

The proper dose is, for adplts, from a dessert to a table- 
spoonful three times daily after meals.' \ 

In urgent cases with muc& pain it should be given every 
hour or two in a half glasiit of hot water. I am free to say 
that, with the exception of tlie 'Vblack haw," (a most valu« 
able remedy), I was not famtliaF With- the component parts of 
the DioviBURNiA, but havine read the emphatic endorsement 
by Drs. J. B. Johnson and L. Ch. Boisliniere, of St. Louis, 
two of the most eminent professors and practitioners of the 
dty, as well as that of Dr. H. Tuholske, I was induced to 
give the compound a fair and thorough trial, and I am con- 
vinced that in Dioviburnia we have a valuable addition to 
our armamentarium in our battle against the enemies of the 
noblest work of God — ^ Woman. 

Sore Throat, Diphtheria, Etc. — 

9 Kennedy's Cone. Extract Pinus Can ^ oz. 

Ext. Eacalyptus Glob, fl | oz. 

Add Carbol 8 dps. 

M. Sig.: Apply with camel's hair pencil, probang or swab 
twice or thrice a day. 

To overcome the Appetite for Strong Dnnk we must em- 
ploy a remedial agent which, while acting as a stimulant and 
tonic on the system, will cause no disgust for it or nausea when 
its use is continued for some time. In Celerina we have al- 
most a certain cure. Celerina, while causing no nausea 
whatever through and by itself, will, in most cases, as exten- 
sive experience has proven, imbue the person using it with an 
actual disgust for, and an abhorrence of, all kinds of strong 
drink. In the varied conditions following the abuse of alco- 
hol, opium, and tobacco, to restore the patient and tone the 
nervous system, Celerina is of great value, and as a tonic to 
the nervous system in all these cases of nervous exhaustion, 
whether evolved in the cerebral or spinal centers. Celerina 
in doses of a fluid drachm three times a day, destroys the 
craving for alcoholic liquors. Celerina is a remedy par ex- 
cellence to tone the nervous system in the varied conditions 
following sexual excesses and the abuse of alcohol, opium and 
tobacco. 
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